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RICHARD DE ORIVAL  

King’s Chaplain 
Archive of Carlisle Cathedral Priory 

Nothing is known for certain about the origins of Richard de Orival, 
His name perhaps derives from Orval (dép. Manche), about 4 miles 
south-east of Coutances,1 but there are other possibilities. The 
placename, like the surname, appears in documents under the 
Latinized form de Aurea Valle.2 Richard may have been related to 
Hugh de Orival, bishop of London 1075–1085, whose origins are 
equally obscure. In the writ-charter printed below King Henry called 
Richard ‘my chaplain’ and his name appears among the chaplains in 
the witnesses to Henry I’s diploma for Bishop John and St Peter’s 
church in Bath, dated 3 September 1101 (000, Regesta 544). Most of 
the chaplains are there identified by forename followed by 
capellanus, but he appears as Ricardus de Oriual without further 
discription. It is unlikely that ‘Richard the chaplain’, a witness to 
three of Henry’s acts, was the same man.3 Ricardus de Aurivall

1 Three generations of men with the surname were benefactors of Lessay abbey. 
See that archive. 
2 See A. Dauzat & Ch. Rostaing, Dictionnaire étymologique des noms de lieux en 
France (Paris, 2[1978]), 511a; F. de Beaurepaire, Les noms des communes et 
anciennes paroisses de la Manche (Paris, 1986), 172–3. 
3 The three charters attested by ‘Richard the chaplain’ are 000, Regesta 846 for 
Battle, a forgery, apparent date 1100 × 1133; 000, Regesta 1183 for Savigny, 
datable 1114 × 1120; 000, Regesta 1222 for Robert fitz Richard, a forgery, apparent 
date 1107 × 1120. Another act is witnessed by ‘Richard de Capella’, 000, Regesta
1017 for Lewes, if authentic datable 1107 × 1121; and four acts are witnessed by 
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occurs as the second name in a list of the prebendaries of 
Brownswood, in St Paul’s, after Ailric, who is otherwise unknown, 
and before Ralph of Langford, who first appears as canon in 1132/3. 
Farrer plausibly inferred that this was the same Richard de Orival 
(Early Yorkshire Charters, i. 353; Fasti, i. 29–30).  

Farrer identified Richard de Orival, the king’s chaplain, with 
a man of the same name who gave lands in Yorkshire to  St Mary’s 
abbey, York. A memorandum in one of the abbey’s cartularies, 
copied from a label once attached to the staff by which he delivered 
seisin to the monk Fulk, records that Richard de Orival (de Aurea 
Valle) gave the abbey 12 carucates, comprising 3 carucates in 
Lillinga, 2½ carucates in Fymara, 3 carucates in Redestorp, 3 
carucates in Bredala and ½ carucate in Suttona (near Malton) to St 
Mary’s (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, i. 352, no. 456). Farrer 
identified the places as East Lilling (Yorks, NR), Fimber (ER), 
Raisthorpe (ER), Burdale (ER), and Sutton (ER) near Malton. These 
lands may have been given to Richard by King Henry early in the 
reign. Farrer attempted to connect these holdings with specific 
Domesday tenancies, but as elsewhere he does not explain his 
conclusions and his reasoning is not easy to deduce. A deed of 
Geoffrey, abbot of St Mary’s 1121–1137, for Gilbert, consanguineus 
of Richard de Orival, also survives. It conveys the 3 carucates in East 
Lilling and 2½ carucates in Fimber to Gilbert at a yearly rent of 16s, 
as Richard had requested in the cathedral chapter (Farrer, Early 
Yorkshire charters, i. 354–5, no. 460). Robert de Aurea Valle, who 
was pardoned 25s by the king’s writ in the Devon account of 1129–
30 (PR 31 Henry I, 155), may have been another kinsman. Richard 
was remembered at St Mary’s on 22 June (‘x kal. iulii anniuersarium 
Ricardi de Aurea Valle parentumque eius’; Cambridge, St John’s 

‘Richard the chaplain, keeper of the seal’: 000, Regesta 1010 for Saint-Ouen, 
Rouen, datable 1108 × 1112; 000, Regesta 1015 for Savigny, doubtful, dated 1113; 
000, Regesta 1091 for St Davids, doubtful, dated 1115; 000, Regesta 1204 for 
Colchester, dated 1119. ‘Richard keeper of the seal’ was undoubtedly the man 
elected bishop of Hereford on 7 January 1121, known to historians as Richard de 
Capella, for both Eadmer and John of Worcester call him ‘Ricardus scilicet qui 
regii sigilli sub cancellario custos erat’ in their accounts of the election (John of 
Worcester, s.a. 1121, ed. McGurk, iii. 148–9 ; Eadmer, Historia novorum, 290). 
The overlap of dates of ‘Richard the chaplain’, ‘Richard de Capella’, and ‘Richard 
the chaplain, keeper of the seal’, suggests all three were the same man, and that 
Richard de Orival had by then left the royal chapel, as otherwise a separate 
identifier would have been required. If Farrer’s identification of Richard de Orival, 
king’s chaplain, with the benefactor of St Mary’s is correct, the appearance of 
Richard de Aurea Valle, without episcopal title, in the calendar of commemorations 
at St Mary’s abbey shows that Bishop Richard was a different man. 
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College, MS D. 27, fol. 260r, printed Craster & Thornton, Chronicle 
of St Mary’s Abbey, York, Surtees Soc. 148 (1934 for 1933), 112). 

The present act gives Richard the churches of four demesne 
manors in Northumberland. It was preserved by the canons of 
Carlisle, to whom the king later gave the same churches, subject to 
Richard’s life interest, by a writ-charter datable 1123 × 1129 (000, 
Regesta 1431). Henry’s act for Richard de Orival, but not the act for 
Carlisle, was copied into the Percy cartulary in the fourteenth 
century. It follows an agreement concerning the tithes of Rothbury, 
datable 1216 × 1232 (Ctl. Percy, 282–3, no. dcclviii). 

000  Writ-charter granting to his chaplain Richard de 
Orival the churches of Warkworth, Corbridge, 
Whittingham, and Rothbury, and ordering the sheriff 
or named officials to deliver seisin. 24 June 1102 × 
24 June 1107, probably 24 June 1102 × 24 June 1104 

CHANCERY ENROLMENTS: Charter Roll 18 Edward I, C53/76, no. 54, mem. 15, 
inspeximus dated 8 June 1290 (CalCh, ii. 351–2, no. 54. 2) [B]; Charter Roll 8 
Edward II, C53/101, no. 25, mem. 10, inspeximus dated 10 February 1315 (CalCh, 
iii. 269, no. 25. 2. 2) [from inspeximus of 18 Edward I]; Charter Roll 6 Edward III, 
C53/119, no. 30, mem. 19, inspeximus dated 24 March 1332 (CalCh, iv. 270, no. 
30. 2. 2) [from inspeximus of 8 Edward II]; Charter Roll 19 Edward III, C53/132, 
no. 3, mem. 3, inspeximus dated 25 June 1345 (CalCh, v. 42–3, no. 3. 2. 2) [from 
inspeximus of 6 Edward III]; Patent Roll 22 Richard II pt 1, C66/350, mem. 36–35, 
inspeximus dated 8 July 1398 (CalPat 1396–1399, 376, no. 1) [from inspeximus of 
19 Edward III].  
CHANCERY ENGROSSMENTS: Carlisle, Cumbria RO, Mousey-Heysham papers, 
DMH/10/2/23, DMH/10/2/24, duplicate engrossments of inspeximus of 18 Edward 
I; Carlisle, Cumbria RO, Diocese of Carlisle, DRC/2/1, inspeximus of 6 Edward 
III. 
QUO WARRANTO PROCEEDINGS: Proceedings of 14 January 1293 at Newcastle, 
JUST1/650, rot. 41d [AALT, IMG_0253], noticed only, in inspeximus of 18 Edward 
I. 
CARTULARY COPY: Alnwick Castle, Duke of Northumberland, MS D.I.1a (Percy 
cartulary) (s. xiv2), fol. 113r (no rubric) (not seen) [C].  
ANTIQUARY TRANSCRIPTS: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 74 (copied by Roger Dodsworth, 
1585–1644), fol. 44r [from Percy cartulary, ‘fol. 113’]; Bodl. MS d.d. St Edmund 
Hall 8/1 (transcribed by Hugh Todd, c. 1657–1728), p. 5 [from inspeximus of 6 
Edward III]. 
PRINTED: Dugdale, ii. 73 [from Charter Roll 6 Edward III], repr. Monasticon, vi. 
144 (no. ii); J. Nicolson & R. Burn, The History and Antiquities of Westmoreland 
and Cumberland (London, 1777), ii. 541 (no. xxiii) (abbreviated) [source not 
stated, but probably from Dugdale]; PQW, 591a (noticed only) [from JUST1/650]; 
J. Raine, The Priory of Hexham, Surtees Society 44, 46 (1863–4), vol. i, Appendix, 
p. ix (no. v) [from MS Dodsworth 74]; Hodgson, Northumberland, pt iii, vol. i, 142 
[from PQW]; M. T. Martin, Percy Chartulary, Surtees Society 117 (1911), 283 (no. 
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749) [from C]; NCH, v. 170 n. 2 [from Percy Chartulary]; Farrer, Early Yorkshire 
Charters, i. 353 (no. 457) [from MS Dodsworth 74 and B]. 
CALENDAR: Farrer 182; Regesta 572. 

H(enricus) rex Angl(orum) Ran(ulfo) Dunelm(ensi) 
episcopo et Rogero Pycoto et omnibus fidelibus suis francis 
et anglis et ministris de Northumb(reland) salutem. Sciatis 
me dedisse Ricardo de Aurea Valle capellano meo quatuor 
ecclesias de quatuor meis maneriis, scilicet Werkewrth’ et 
Colebrigg’ et in Wytingham et in Rodebiria tam in terris 
quam in decimis et in hominibus qui ad terras harum 
ecclesiarum pertinent cum soka et saca et thol et them et 
infanganethef cum omnibus suis consuetudinibus. Volo ut 
ipse habeat et teneat. Tu uero Rogere Pykot saysi eum inde 
aut Aluricus de Colebrigg’ aut Haymo balistarius 
prepositus aut Ernewynus prepositus. T(estibus) Roberto 
episcopo Linc(olniensi) et Willelmo de Werelwast et 
Eurardo filio comitis et Thoma capellano. Apud Cyrecestr’. 
In natali sancti Iohannis baptiste. 

Henry king of the English to Ranulf bishop of Durham and Roger Picot and all his 
sworn men French and English and his officials of Northumberland greeting. Know 
that I have given to Richard de Orival my chaplain the four churches of my four 
manors, that is Warkworth and Corbridge and in Whittingham and in Rothbury as 
well in lands as in tithes and in men who belong to the lands of these churches with 
soke and sake and toll and team and infangthief with all their customs. I will that 
he shall have and hold them. And indeed you Roger Picot, seise him thereof, or 
Alfric of Corbridge or Haimo Arblaster, reeve, or Ernwin, reeve. Witness Robert 
bishop of Lincoln and William de Warelwast and Everard fitz Count and Thomas 
the chaplain. At Cirencester. On the nativity of St John the Baptist. 

DATE: The nativity of St John Baptist is celebrated on 24 June. After Ranulf’s 
return to the see of Durham in the summer of 1101 and before William de 
Warelwast was nominated to the see of Exeter, some time prior his consecration in 
August 1107. It is unlikely that Roger Picot was still sheriff at the end of 1105 
(000, Regesta 709 for Durham). The king was in Normandy in June 1105. 
ADDRESS: Shire court of Northumberland and the king’s officials in the county.  
WITNESS: A bishop and three royal chaplains attest this benefaction to their 
colleague. Everard filius comitis was a royal chaplain, son of Roger de 
Montgomery, earl of Shrewsbury. 
PLACE: Cirencester, Gloucs.  
CONTEXT: As stated in the Headnote, Henry subsequently gave the churches to 
Carlisle priory, subject to Richard’s life interest. The tithes of Corbridge, 
Warkworth, and Rothbury, were confirmed to Tynemouth priory by Henry I, 
among the gifts of Earl Robert de Mowbray and his men, in a doubtful charter of 
apparent date c. 1107 × 1126 (000, Regesta 1170). The conflicting claims of 
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Tynemouth, Carlisle, and the king were the source of disputes in the thirteenth 
century, discussed in the Carlisle archive. It is unusual for four individuals to be 
named in an order to deliver seisin. Alfric of Corbridge was subsequently to hold 
the shrievalty of Northumberland jointly with Odard of Bamburgh. He is here 
named before two reeves. The editors of Regesta suggested that Haimo Arblaster 
was probably the unnamed arbalistarius whose land at Bamburgh was given to 
Eustace fitz John in 1121 (000, Regesta 1279). Ernwin is not otherwise known. 
AUTHENTICITY: Apparently authentic. The phrase ‘habeat et teneat’, or ‘teneat et 
habeat’ appears in two authentic acts of William II and almost a score of Henry I’s 
acts, including four originals in the hands of known royal scribes. It also appears in 
a single writ-charter of William I (W1/73). There are several examples of short 
dating clauses of the type used here, most of them from early in the reign: 
sometimes the feast is named but not the year, sometimes the year and not the feast. 


