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NORTHAMPTON PRIORY 

Cluniac priory of St Andrew 
Dependency of La Charité-sur-Loire 

County of Northamptonshire : Diocese of Lincoln 
Founded 1086 × 1100 

As with many other institutions founded late in the eleventh or early 
in the twelfth century, the early history of St Andrew’s priory is 
obscured by documents of doubtful authenticity. The earliest royal 
charter in the priory’s archive, however, is almost certainly authentic. 
By this simple writ, datable 1093 × 1100 by its address to Bishop 
Robert Bloet of Lincoln and the sworn men of Northamptonshire, 
William II granted the alms given by Earl Simon to the monks of La 
Charité. The priory of La Charité-sur-Loire (dép. Nièvre), founded 
from Cluny in about 1059, was the mother house of five of the 
earliest English Cluniac houses, Wenlock, Bermondsey, Daventry, 
Pontefract, and Northampton (B. Golding, ‘The coming of the 
Cluniacs’, ANS 3 (1981 for 1980), 65–77, at p. 69). Simon I de Senlis 
appears to have been given the title of earl after he acquired the lands, 
known later as the honour of Huntingdon, held at the time of the 
Domesday survey by Countess Judith, mother of his wife Countess 
Matilda. He first appears as Earl Simon in January 1091 (W2/000, 
Regesta 315 for Bath). His gift to the monks, therefore, cannot have 
been made before 1086, and may have been made as late as 1100. 
The date for the foundation of 1086 × 1100 thus inferred must be 
preferred to that given in the brief memorandum, copied at the 
beginning of the fifteenth-century cartulary and mainly concerned 
with the genealogy of the founder’s family (Monasticon, v. 190a, no. 
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i). This claims that the priory was founded by ‘Symon comes 
Huntyngdon’ in the eighteenth year of the reign of William I, so 
1083–4. 

Henry I was at Northampton on several occasions. It is rarely 
clear where he was lodging, but the most likely location is the castle. 
More than twenty of his surviving acts are place-dated at 
Northampton. In 1106, ‘before spring’, the king was at Northampton, 
where he was visited by his brother Count Robert. The two were 
unable to reach agreement, and Robert returned to Normandy 
(ASChr). At Easter 1114 Henry was at ‘Thorpe, near Northampton’ 
(ASChr), i.e. Kingsthorpe, two miles to the north, where Domesday 
Book records a royal manor of four hides (DB, i. 219d; § 1. 18). The 
king was at Northampton again at Easter 1122 (ASChr); and in 
September 1131 he presided over at a ‘great assembly’ there, at 
which those present renewed their oath of fealty to his daughter 
Matilda (Henry of Huntingdon, VII 41; ed. Greenway, 488–9; 
William of Malmesbury, Historia novella § 455; ed. Potter, 10). 

The honour of Huntingdon changed hands on several occasions 
during the twelfth century, and it is likely that this made it difficult 
for the priory to retain its lands and privileges. There are several 
accounts of the competing claims of the Senlis family and the 
Scottish royal house for the honour during the 12th century.1

1 In the absence of other evidence, too much reliance has been placed on the short 
tract ‘De comitissa’, contained in a collection of material concerning Earl Waltheof 
(Douai, Bibliothèque municipale, MS 852), perhaps compiled when the earl’s body 
was translated in 1219. The sequence of texts was edited by F. Michel, Chroniques 
Anglo-Normandes, 3 vols (Rouen, 1836–40), ii. 99–142, under the title ‘Vita et 
passio Waldevi comitis’. ‘De comitissa’ (ibid. 123–31) gives a genealogy of the 
Scottish royal family and the Senlis family, and discusses the disputed earldoms 
and castles of Northampton and Huntingdon, up to King William’s gift of 
Huntingdon to his brother David of Scotland, made in 1185. In his article on 
Waltheof for the original edition of the DNB, William Hunt dismissed the work as 
‘of no historical value except as regards the cult [of Waltheof]’. Richard Sharpe has 
in progress a new edition of the text. The ‘Delapré Chronicle’, known only from 
William Dugdale’s transcript, Bodl. MS Dugdale 18, fols. 27rb–29rb, edited by P. 
T. Ricketts, Three Anglo-Norman Chronicles, Anglo-Norman Text Society Plain 
Texts Series 16 (2011), 20–27, contains closely related material. On the earldoms 
of Huntingdon and Northampton, see Dugdale, Baronage, i. 57–9 (Huntingdon and 
Northampton), 608–609 (addendum to Huntingdon); A. du Chesne, Histoire de la 
maison des Bouteillers de Senlis (Paris, 1879), 132–5; Round, Geoffrey de 
Mandeville, 192, 265; Warner & Ellis, Facsimiles, no. 26; R. M. Serjeantson, 
‘Origin and history of the de Senlis family’, Associated Architectural Societies’ 
Reports and Papers 31 (1911–13), 504–17; Farrer, Honors and Knights’ Fees, ii. 
296–301; Anderson, Early Sources for Scottish History, ii. 145–58 (a translation, 
with extensive notes, of the later part of ‘De comitissa’); Complete Peerage, vi. 
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Waltheof, earl of Northumberland, held the honour after the 
banishment of Tostig in 1065. Waltheof was executed in May 1076, 
but his widow Countess Judith held estates in many counties in 1086. 
It appears that Judith was dead in 1090, for in January 1091 Simon I 
de Senlis, who is not named in Domesday Book, first attests as earl. 
He had married Matilda, daughter of Waltheof and Judith. Simon is 
last recorded in 1111, and died soon afterwards. He is said to have 
died overseas, and to have been buried at the priory of La Charité, the 
mother house of St Andrew’s (‘De comitissa’, ed. Michel, 126). 
Simon’s widow remarried David, brother to Alexander, king of Scots, 
and to King Henry’s wife Matilda. ASChr records that at Christmas 
1113 the king ‘gave the earldom of Northamptonshire to David who 
was the queen’s brother’. Early in Stephen’s reign, it seems, David 
attempted to pass his interest to his son Henry of Scotland, but by 
1146 Simon II de Senlis, son of Simon I, was in control of the 
honour. A writ-charter for Thorney abbey, datable 1139 × 1153, is 
addressed to ‘Earl Simon, the justice and the sheriff and his officials 
of Huntingdonshire’ (Ste/883). Simon II de Senlis died about August 
1153 and was buried at St Andrew’s. Henry of Huntingdon refers to 
him as one of the most powerful and fiercest enemies of Duke Henry 
(Henry of Huntingdon, X 35, ed. Greenway, 768–9). The honour may 
have been held for a short time by Simon III de Senlis, his son, but if 
so he was soon dispossessed and Malcolm IV, king of Scotland, a 
grandson of David I, was given the honour in 1157. On Malcolm’s 
death in 1165 it passed to his brother William, king of Scotland. 
Howden, Chronica, ii. 47, reports that the young King Henry 
confirmed ‘comitatum de Huntendona et de Cantebrigesire’ to David, 
of Scotland, younger brother of William and Malcolm, during the 
rebellion of 1173–4. On the failure of the rebellion Simon III de 
Senlis regained control and held the honour until his death in 1184, 
when it returned to David of Scotland. An inquisition of 1274–5 
found that Northampton castle ‘which belongs to the county’ was in 
the king’s hands (as it had been in 1129–30), and that the vill of 
Northampton ‘que solet esse in manu domini regis H(enrici) ueteris 
tenetur nunc de rege in capite in feodo pro c et xx libris sterlingorum 
annuatim super scaccarium domini regis apud London soluendorum 
et a tempore eiusdem H(enrici) regis usque nunc ex concessione sua 
et omnium successorum suorum semper tenebatur predicta uilla de 
rege in capite’ (HundR, ii. 1a). Against this background of competing 
tenants-in-chief, the prior and monks must have found it difficult to 

638–47 (Huntingdon); ibid. ix. 662–4 (Northampton); Sanders, English Baronies, 
118. 
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defend their rights and it is unsurprising that they resorted to forgery 
to back up their claims. 

The location of the priory was noted by Leland, who visited 
Northampton not long after it had been surrendered to the royal 
commissioners in 1539. Leland’s description shows that it had 
already been pulled down: ‘S. Andreas, the late monastery of blake 
monkes, stoode yn the north parte of the toune, hard by the north 
gate. Simon Saincteliz the first beyng erle of Northampton and 
Huntendune made this house: but he is not buried there; for he died 
yn Fraunce, and there buried. But Erle Simon the secunde, and Erle 
Simon the 3., sunne to the secunde, were booth buried in S. Andreas’ 
(Leland, Itinerary, ed. Toulmin Smith, i. 8). 

If we may trust a record made two and a half centuries after 
the events it refers to, the monks of La Charité were first established 
nearer the centre of the vill. The evidence is a petition, presented in 
1348 by the prior of St Andrew’s, claiming that the prior and monks, 
on the first founding of the priory, had lived in a messuage ‘whereon 
the chapel of St Martin is built’, before they moved to the later site 
(CalPat 1348–1350, 247). This chapel was first mentioned in 1274–
5, when an inquisition found that the prior and convent ought to 
provide a chaplain to celebrate an annual mass there, for the souls of 
all the kings of England. But the chapel was ruinous, and for the last 
twenty years there had been no chantry, to the damage of the king 
and all his predecessors assessed at 5 marks and more (HundR, ii. 
2a). The old name for Broad Street was St Martin Street, indicating 
that the chapel was located in the north part of the borough, but its 
exact location remains unknown (PN Northants, 7). 

Several early deeds and charters shed light on the early 
topography of Northampton and the new site of the priory, which 
appears to have been outside the old town dike. Earl Simon’s 
diploma, printed below, confirms ‘the customary tenants living near 
them [i.e. the monks] free and quit from all custom of the same vill at 
the will of the monks’; the corresponding act in the name of King 
Henry confirms ‘the customary tenants dwelling outside the old ditch 
of the vill, free and quit of all customs of the same vill’ (000, 000, 
Regesta 832 § 4, Regesta 833 § 4). The second general confirmation 
in Henry’s name allows that ‘their men of Northampton who are 
living in their land from the ditches of the borough as far as the ditch 
of the monks and as far as the water shall be free and quit of all 
custom of the vill’ (000, Regesta 1317 § 17). Another act in the name 
of Earl Simon gives to the monks of St Mary of La Charité ‘the land 
around St Andrew just as they enclosed that by their ditch, and from 
their ditch to the borough ditch, and as far as the water, and just as I 
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gave that land a long time ago’.2 A privilege given by Pope Eugenius 
III has similar wording: ‘liberty of your customary tenants and the 
land where they live from all customs belonging to the borough, just 
as Earl Simon gave to you, from your ditches as far as the ditches of 
the borough of Northampton, and as far as the water’ (Holtzmann, i. 
299, no. 55). The map of the medieval borough printed at RCHM 
Northants, v. 49 (fig. 7), shows the Saxon defences of the vill 
forming a roughly circular enclosure about 500 yards across, the 
western boundary passing through the site of the castle. A tributary of 
the Nene runs southwards to the west of the enclosure before joining 
the main river immediately to the south of the settlement. The post-
Conquest defences extended more than 1000 yards eastwards from 
the castle, forming a oval shape with a triangular extension to the 
north enclosing the priory. The ‘old ditch of the vill’ may refer to the 
Saxon defence, or perhaps to a later enlargement which did not 
enclose the site of the priory.3

The castle at Northampton is not mentioned in Domesday 
Book. It is said to have been built by Earl Simon I (‘De comitissa’, 
ed. Michel, 124). Prior Arnulf’s deed, mentioned below, shows that 
Earl Simon I gave a rent of 16s ‘de clausura muri’, suggesting that it 
was in his time that the town ditch was replaced by a wall.4 The 
castle is first mentioned in the pipe roll of 1129–30, when the king 
paid 3s 8d to the monks of St Andrew ‘pro terra sua quam rex cepit 
infra castellum suum’ (PR 31 Henry I, 135), showing it was then in 
the king’s hands. It seems unlikely it was ever held by Earl David. 
Earl Simon II is said to have occupied the castles of Northampton and 
Huntingdon after the death of Henry I, and to have held them until his 
death. His son was then under age, and Henry II kept the castle and 
borough of Northampton in hand (‘De comitissa’, ed. Michel, 128). 
From that time it remained a royal castle (King’s Works, ii. 750–53).  

The sale of the site of the monastery and its demesne lands in 1550–
51 to Thomas Smith, the 1631 sale of the premises by Thomas’s son 
William to Sir Francis Crane, and Crane’s bequest of the lands to 

2 The act is without witnesses, but the donor is identifiable as Simon I by the note 
of Countess Matilda’s grant, ‘hac rem concedo ego Matild(a) comitissa’ (BL MS 
Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 6r). 
3 See also the discussion at RCHM Northants, v. 50–52. 
4 For the castle and walls, see King’s Works, ii. 750–53. A deed of Earl Simon (II 
?), giving 16s and 14d ‘de redditu prati quod uocatur Estcroftes in escambium 
reddituum quos perdiderunt propter murum et balliuum quibus uilla clauditur’ was 
attested by Hugh Grimbald, Richard de Oxendon, Robert Blere, Jordan fitz Lefwin, 
Robert fitz Sewin, Ralph de Normanvill, and Roger de Norton (Cotton Vespasian 
E. xvii, fol. 6v). 
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Francis Arundell are detailed at Baker, Northamptonshire, ii. 243; 
Monasticon, v. 188a; VCH Northants, v. 384-5; but there is little clue 
as to how the priory’s archive was dispersed. Francis Crane was to 
borrow one of the priory’s cartularies from the Cotton library in 1670 
(Tite, Early Records, 186b). 

Two cartularies and a register have survived (Davis 699–701). 
The register, now PRO E135/20/3, contains leases and other 
documents c. 1519–37. The earlier of the two cartularies, BL MS 
Royal 11 B. ix, of 145 folios, was dated by Davis to the late 
thirteenth century. A summary, at fols. 131v–132r, was added early 
in the fourteenth century. It was damaged in the Cotton fire in 1731, 
and the parchment leaves are now mounted individually on paper 
leaves, under a new foliation. The old foliation, in roman numerals, is 
frequently indistinct, and there is much damage to the opening and 
closing folios. There are few rubrics, titles, running heads, or other 
such finding aids, so the organisation is not easy to make out. Unlike 
the later cartulary, there is no foundation narrative at the start. The 
volume opens with Earl Simon I’s foundation charter subscribed by 
several of his tenants. Other deeds of Earl Simon I follow, then deeds 
of Simon II and Simon III (fols. 5r–10r). Next are deeds of David, 
‘brother of the king of Scotland’, i.e. David, earl of Huntingdon 
1185–1219, with a single deed of the first Earl David, husband of 
Queen Matilda, among them. Then come charters of David as king of 
Scotland (1124–1153), and of later Scottish kings, Malcolm IV 
(1153–1165), and William I (1165–1215) (fols. 10v–13v). The writ 
of William II is the first English royal act: it is followed by charters 
of Henry I and Henry II mixed together, then four charters of King 
Stephen, and a single charter of Henry III, dated 18 May 1266 (fols. 
14r–23r). The organisation is precise, but ill-informed: the cartularist 
could not distinguish between the two earls David, nor kings Henry I 
and Henry II. Archiepiscopal and episcopal acts follow, and then acts 
of other prelates, including abbots, priors, and archdeacons.  

The later cartulary, BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, of 310 
folios, appears to be a revision and extension of the earlier volume, 
compiled during the 15th century. An ‘abstract of its chief contents’, 
in fact a list first of rubrics and then of the topographical headings, 
giving the old foliation, was printed in Monasticon, v. 188–9. At the 
beginning of the cartulary is an unusual quire-by-quire summary of 
its contents (fol. 3r–v). Then comes the brief foundation history (fol. 
4r), which is followed by deeds of the founders Simon I de Senlis and 
his wife Matilda and their descendants and successors, including 
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Simon II and Simon III de Senlis, Walter fitz Robert,5 and the 
Scottish earls and kings (fols. 4r–13v). Next are charters of English 
kings William II, Henry I, Stephen, Henry II, and later kings (fols. 
13v–32v). All this is largely as in the earlier cartulary, but the rubrics 
are more informative, and there is some reorganisation. Some of the 
rubrics are inaccurate: several charters of Henry II are said to belong 
to Henry III. Stephen’s acts, on a smaller sheet of parchment, but in 
the hand of the main scribe, appear to have been inserted as an 
afterthought. After the royal charters is the privilege of Pope 
Eugenius III, followed by the two acts of Archbishop Theobald (fols. 
32v–33v). A few documents concerning the hospital of Holy Trinity 
at Kingsthorpe follow. As in the earlier cartulary, there are few titles 
or running heads to guide the reader in these earlier division, which 
are followed by separate topographical sections. These sections 
include further royal charters and episcopal acts, mainly duplicates of 
those copied earlier. 

The cartularies have been accessible to antiquaries since the 
late sixteenth century. Robert Glover made notes of eleven charters 
and deeds ‘ex registro Abbathiae de Northampton sancti Andreae’, 
but it is not clear from which cartulary the notes were taken, nor 
where it had been at the time of copying (Bodl. MS Ashmole 844, pt 
1, fol. 85ra).6 C. Reyner, Apostolatus Benedictinorum (Douai, 1626), 
App., p. 61, scriptura l, printed an abstract from the brief foundation 
narrative on the first folio of the later cartulary, then ‘in custodia 
Richardi Neile episcopi Dunelmensis’.7 Richard St George (c. 1550–
1635), herald, copied the foundation history, the act of William II, 
and the first part of Earl Simon’s charter from the same volume (‘Ex 
libro abbatie sancti Andree de Northampton’, BL MS Harley 5019, 
fol. 220r–v). Roger Dodsworth copied brief pedigrees of Say, 

5 Walter, who died in 1198, was apparently son and heir of Robert fitz Richard of 
Little Dunmow and his wife Matilda (died in 1140), daughter of Simon I de Senlis, 
earl of Northampton (Monasticon, vi. 147–8; Complete Peerage, v. 472, note f). 
6 In the same volume is Glover’s note of some of the witnesses to one of Earl 
Simon’s ‘foundation’ charters (Bodl. MS Ashmole 844, pt 1, fol. 3v). The abstract 
is among others which originate from Sir John Prise’s collection of monastic 
foundation charters, but Earl Simon’s charter is not in Sir John’s collection 
(Winchester Cathedral, MS XXb). Glover’s abstracts seem to have come from an 
augmented collection which was used to compile the book of foundation charters 
given by Henry Lily to Henry Spelman, and Richard St George’s identical 
collection. Both Spelman’s and St George’s collections include a longer abstract of 
the act of Earl Simon (Bodl. MS Eng. Hist. c. 241, fol. 50v; BL MS Lansdowne 
447, fol. 55v–56r; the act is similar to that printed from the Royal MS at 
Monasticon, v. 190, no. ii, but the act printed there has signa rather than witnesses. 
See discussion at 000, Regesta 832, Context). 
7 Tite, Early Records, 186, cites London, College of Arms, MS Vincent 6, p. 291, 
for Neile’s posession of the cartulary. 
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Clifford, and Mortimer of Castle Richard, which he labelled ‘ex 
registro prioratus sancti Andree iuxta Northampton ex collectione 
Hen(rici) Ferrers’, i.e. Henry Ferrers (1550–1633), the antiquary of 
Baddesley Clinton (Warwk).8 The wording ex collectione indicates 
that Dodsworth was looking at notes from the cartulary rather than 
the cartulary itself. Dodsworth made his own substantial abstracts 
from the Cotton cartulary between 1 April and 29 June 1641, then 
‘penes Iohannem Lambe, militem’, i.e. Sir John Lambe (c. 1566–
1646), of Rothwell (Northants), civil lawyer, JP in Northamptonshire, 
and chancellor to the queen 1640–42 (Bodl. MS Dodsworth 100, fols. 
1r–45r; the first six folios of these abstracts are duplicated at MS 
Dodsworth 79, fols. 9r–13r).9 This was less than a year after the death 
of its previous owner, Richard Neile (1562–31 October 1640), 
archbishop of York 1632–1640. The first volume of the Monasticon, 
published in 1655, records the cartulary as being in the Hatton 
library. It passed to the Cotton library by gift, as is shown by an ex 
dono inscription.  

It may have been Dugdale, rather than Dodsworth, who 
copied Earl Simon’s charter from the earlier cartulary, then ‘penes 
Ioh. Theyer de Coupershill iuxta Gloucestr’.10 This was John Theyer 
(1597–1673), royalist lawyer and writer, antiquary and bibliophile, of 
Cooper’s Hill, Brockworth, whose collection of manuscripts was 
purchased by King Charles II. Theyer and Dugdale had both been in 
Oxford during the civil war. Early in the eighteenth century Captain 
John Stephens made abstracts from the Cotton cartulary and from MS 
Dodsworth 79 and 100 (BL MS Lansdowne 828, fols. 133r–137v).11

In about 1720 John Bridges, the Northamptonshire antiquary, made 
abstracts from the Royal and Cotton cartularies (Bodl. MS Top. 
Northants c. 5).12 Although the priory’s cartularies have received the 

8 Bodl. MS Dodsworth 130, fol. 70v. Dodsworth was perhaps copying from notes 
taken by St Loo Kniveton. 
9 Note also BL MS Harley 4028, fol. 141v, a manuscript of Thomas Shirley, where 
deeds of Alexander de Buketon and Osmund Basset are abstracted, with the 
reference ‘In cartulario abbatiae sancti Andreae Northantoniensis penes Iohannem 
Lambe milite anno 1641’, ‘fol. 121a.’. Identical abstracts appear in Dodsworth’s 
notes from the cartulary (MS Dodsworth 100, fol. 16r), so we can be confident that 
he was Shirley’s source. 
10 So described in Dugdale, i. 679b. Theyer’s ownership inscription appears on fol. 
4r. Dugdale also saw the later cartulary. His abstracts of documents concerning 
Richard of Wendover, rector of Yardley, were copied from ‘fol. 86’, now Cotton 
Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 94. 
11 The identity of his source is shown by his abstract of the deed of Robert of 
Northampton and Amabile his wife, referenced to ‘fol. 80’. The deed is found at 
BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fols. 87v–88r (old fols. 80v–81r). 
12 SC 16622 (erroneously MS Top. Northants e. 5, SC 16661, in 1st edn of Davis; 
reference dropped in new edition). 
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attention of antiquaries from an early date, they have not yet been 
edited. A competent edition would shed much light on twelfth-
century tenures in Northamptonshire and its neighbouring counties. 

Very few original deeds from the priory’s archive have survived. 
Some early originals and some mid-fifteenth century account rolls for 
the priory are to be found among the Harleian charters. There are also 
early originals among the Cotton charters (Index to the Charters and 
Rolls in the British Museum, 2 vols. (1900–1912), ii. 557–8). Two 
early originals, mentioned below in the note to 000, Regesta 832 § 
21, concerning Potton church (Beds), were acquired by Bishop John 
Stearne (1660–1745), and are now among his collection of charters in 
Trinity College Dublin, MS 1208. An original deed in the name of a 
mid-twelfth-century prior, Arnulf, humilis minister, and the convent 
of St Andrew’s, once in the possession of F. B. Bickley, passed via 
the collections of the Royal Historical Society to the British Library 
in 1938 with two other Hardingstone deeds (BL Add. Ch. 71207). It 
gives to Earl Simon [II] aduocatus noster, land in Hardingstone, a 
short distance south-east of Northampton, which the earl wanted for 
the construction of a nunnery. In return the earl gave 20s from the 
mills of (Earls) Barton and (Great) Doddington, and a further 20s in 
the same mills in exchange for 20s that his father had given to the 
monastery of La Charité (dedit loco de Caritate), ‘pro xvj solidis de 
clausura muri et et pro iiij solidis et viij denariis de tenura Walteri de 
Alt’’ (Stenton, Northamptonshire Charters, 144–5, no. lv). This was 
the origin of the abbey of St Mary de la Pré, otherwise Delapré 
abbey, subsequently established in Hardingstone. 

The earliest royal act that has been preserved is the apparently 
authentic act of William II in favour of the monks of La Charité, 
granting the alms given by Earl Simon. Disregarding minor variants, 
there are nine acts in the name of Henry I, together with a diploma of 
Earl Simon and his wife subscribed by the king. Three of these acts, 
including Earl Simon’s diploma, are general confirmations specifying 
many individual spiritual and temporal properties. Four acts of King 
Stephen have been preserved, comprising three confirmations of 
single gifts to the priory, and a writ ordering that the monks were to 
hold their spiritual and temporal possessions as they had on the day 
King Henry was alive and dead (Ste/610–13).13 There are eight acts 
of Henry II (H2/1938–45), including a general confirmation of 
specified parcels, a writ ordering resumption of payment of 20s from 

13 See the note to 000, Regesta 833 § 30 below for one of these acts, probably a 
forgery. 



26 MARCH 2020 H1 NORTHAMPTON PRIORY 10

Northampton, a quittance from toll, tallage, and custom, and a 
mandate to restore serfs and runaways. A further act of Henry II 
(H2/1949, discussed in note to 000, Regesta 833 § 30) ordered that St 
Peter’s church, Northampton, should have the chapel of 
(Kings)thorpe, but only if it could be shown that the vill of 
Kingsthorpe have been in the parish of St Peter’s in the time of Henry 
I. Also preserved in the priory’s archive was Henry II’s mandate 
requiring the archdeacon of Northampton to ensure the abbot of 
Biddlesden had his full right in the church of (Little) Houghton, given 
by Ernald de Bosco (H2/230).14 Nothing is known in the name of 
Richard I. King John gave an order for the protection of the brethren 
and their messengers on 30 March 1209, at Northampton (RPat, 90a–
b).  

There are also acts of Scottish kings, acting as lords of the 
honour of Huntingdon in succession to Earl Simon. David I gave one 
act for the priory before his accession, and six afterwards (Barrow, 
David I, nos. 2, 23–4, 26–7, 40, 45). There are two acts of Earl 
Henry, David’s son (ibid. nos. 60, 95). King Malcolm gave six acts in 
favour of the priory (Barrow, Regesta Scottorum, i, nos. 144–5, 151–
3, 204). His successor, King William, gave two acts (ibid. ii, nos. 49–
50). 

All these are copied in the priory’s cartularies. Two acts were 
enrolled: Henry II’s detailed general confirmation H2/1939, inspected 
in 1329; and his quittance from toll, tallage, and custom H2/1940, 
inspected in 1336. Two have survived as originals: the forged general 
confirmation in the name of Henry I (000, Regesta 1317 below; BL 
Add. Ch. 57166); and King David’s confirmation of the priory’s 
possessions in Scalford (note to 000, Regesta 833 § 31; Barrow, 
David I, no. 24; BL Cotton Ch. xviii. 41). 

Five acts for St Andrew’s in the name of the founder Earl 
Simon have survived. Three of these are lengthy general 
confirmations. These include the diploma printed below, 000, 
Regesta 832, given with his wife Maud and attested by Henry I and 
Queen Matilda. Two similar acts, discussed in the Context note to 
000, Regesta 832, have witnesses drawn from Simon’s kinsmen, 
tenants, and household. Another act in the name of Earl Simon and 
his wife Matilda gives common pasture in (Nort)hampton, for the 
livestock of the monks and the men living on their lands, and 10s 
annually in Huntingdon at Lent, or 3,000 herrings. The witnesses are 
Grimbald, William de Blossauila, Richard de Bellomonte, Mauger 
the chaplain, and Hervey (Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fols. 5v–6r). A 

14 For St Andrew’s interest in the church, see note to 000, Regesta 832 § 27. 
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further act confirming land near the priory has been mentioned 
above. 

There are several early episcopal acts. Two acts in the name 
of Robert (Bloet), bishop of Lincoln, concerning All Saints and other 
churches (EEA 1 Lincoln 1067–1185, 8–10, nos. 10–11) are 
discussed below, note to 000, Regesta 832 § 1. There are three acts of 
Hugh (of Avalon), bishop of Lincoln 1186–1200, one a confirmation 
of all the churches and spiritual property held by the priory, the 
others confirming the churches of Potton and St Peter respectively 
(EEA 4 Lincoln 1186–1206, nos. 130–132). 

There are also archiepiscopal acts. Of the two acts in the name 
of Archbishop Theobald, one is a general confirmation, mentioning 
Earl Simon the elder (senex), ‘qui primus fundator eorum ecclesie 
extitit’, and confirming possessions ‘ab illustri Anglorum rege bone 
memorie Henrico in carta sua confirmata in priuilegio domini pape 
E(ugenii) annotata’; the other confirms a mark annually from the mill 
of Helpringham (Saltman, Theobald, nos. 184–5). A general 
confirmation by Archbishop Richard, datable 1174 × 1177, confirms 
specified spiritual property. Another act of Archbishop Richard 
concerns the church of Quinton (EEA 2, nos. 175–6).  

Ten acts are printed below. The presence of obvious forgeries in the 
priory archive, coupled with the particularly difficult circumstances 
resulting from the changing tenants-in-chief, compel us to consider 
all twelfth-century documents concerning St Andrew’s priory with 
more than ordinary suspicion. Of these nine documents in the name 
of Henry I and the single document subscribed by him, just four are 
accepted here as authentic. These are the writ-charter giving the 
monks a mill in Hardingstone (000, Regesta 770); the writ-charter 
ordering that the monks were to hold their possessions as in the time 
of Earl Simon (000, Regesta 985); the writ ordering freedom from 
impositions of shires, hundreds etc. (000, Regesta 986); and the writ 
ordering that the monks should hold their land of Stuchbury that had 
been occupied (000, Regesta 1409). The writ-charter giving the 
church of Holy Sepulchre (000, not in Regesta) and the confirmation 
of property in Newton and Threekingham (000, Regesta 1156) have 
somewhat unusual features but may perhaps be authentic. The charter 
giving the church of Holy Sepulchre and Hardingstone (000, Regesta
1318), however, is undoubtedly false. It is unlikely that any of the 
three lengthy general confirmations, two in the name of Henry I and 
one in the name of Earl Simon but subscribed by king, are authentic. 
000, Regesta 833, occurs in three versions, each attested by a subset 
of the witnesses to Earl Simon’s charter, implying the same date of 
composition in 1107. The other general confirmation in the king’s 
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name occurs as a forged original, of apparent date 1114 × 1122, but 
in a script dating from the second quarter of the century or later (000, 
Regesta 1317). Many parcel clauses appear in all three documents, 
but the correspondence is not exact. All this is suggestive of 
continuous fabrication and amendment to meet the changing needs of 
the priory as time progressed. Few if any acts of Henry I confirming 
large numbers of individual parcels are authentic. What authentic 
documents lie behind these general confirmations is difficult to 
ascertain, but the witness clauses appear to have been drawn from 
authentic documents. 

Unlike those in the name of Henry I, Henry II’s general 
confirmation, H2/1939, datable 1155 × 1158, may well be authentic. 
It confirms ‘omnes terras et ecclesias et possessiones et tenuras suas 
quas tempore regis Henrici aui mei tenuerunt et quicquid eis postea in 
elemosinam rationabiliter datum est et quicquid rationabiliter 
emerunt uel perquisierunt, uidelicet ex concessione predicti Henrici 
regis aui mei sicut carta sua testatur . . .’, continuing with a list of 
parcels. The charter follows the parcels clauses of version I of 000, 
Regesta 833 very closely; it adds more than a score of further clauses 
and continues with a quare uolo clause similar to those in versions I 
and III of 000, Regesta 833, ‘sicut carte regis Henrici aui mei’. If we 
are correct in thinking it authentic, then it is likely that 000, Regesta
833, was drawn up in the mid 1150s in order to gain Henry II’s 
confirmation. Likewise, the privilege of Eugenius III, datable 1145 × 
1153 (Holtzmann, i. 298–300, no. 55), which contains many of the 
parcel clauses as in 000, Regesta 833, may be authentic, though it 
lacks place-date and subscriptions. After the clauses familiar from the 
confirmations in Henry I’s name, Eugenius’s act continues with 
further parcels, mentioning ‘Simon junior’ and ‘the mother of Earl 
Simon [II]’ among the donors. 

00  Writ-charter giving a mill in Hardingstone to the 
monks of La Charité living in Northampton. 
November 1100 × 1113, probably November 1100 × 
October 1103 

CARTULARY COPIES: BL MS Royal 11 B. ix (s. xiiiex), fol. 19v (old fol. xvv) (no 
rubric) [B]; BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. xvii (s. xv), fol. 17v (old fol. 14v) 
(‘Confirmacio regis Henrici primi de molendino de Hardyngysthorn’) [C]. 
PRINTED: Regesta, ii. 313 (no. xxxviii) [from B].  
CALENDAR: Regesta 770.
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Henricus rex Angl(orum)a Roberto episcopo Lincol(niensi) 
et Simoni com(iti) et Willelmo de Cahine[[s]] et omnibus 
fidelibus suis francis et anglis de Norh’tsire salutem. Sciatis 
me dedisse monachis de Caritate qui manent in Norh’t 
unum molendinum de Hardingthorp qui \ad/ minus reddit 
scilicet XXXVI s(olidos) per annum. Et hoc pro anima 
patris matrisque mee et pro anima Willelmi regis fratris mei 
et pro anima mea et pro salute Matild(is) regine uxoris mee. 
Quapropter uolo et precipio ut ipsi monachi cum firma pace 
illud teneant. Teste Willelmo de Aubeney. Per Rad(ulfum) 
Fraunc’. Apud Perem’. 

a Anglie B 

Henry king of the English to Robert bishop of Lincoln and Earl Simon and William 
de Cahaines and all his sworn men French and English of Northamptonshire 
greeting. Know that I have given to the monks of La Charité who live in 
Northampton one mill in Hardingstone namely (the one) which pays at least 36s 
per year. And this for the soul of my father and mother and for the soul of King 
William my brother and for my soul and for the salvation of Queen Matilda my 
wife. Wherefore I will and command that the same monks shall hold this with firm 
peace. Witness William d’Aubigny. By Ralph Fraunc’. At Perem’.

DATE: After the king’s marriage in November 1100; before the death of Earl Simon 
in 1113 at the latest. William de Cahaines appears to have been succeeded as 
sheriff by Robert de Pavilly not later than 1102 × October 1103. 
ADDRESS: Shire court of Northamptonshire, naming Bishop Robert, Earl Simon, 
and William de Cahaines, sheriff of Northamptonshire. 
WITNESS: William d’Aubigny. Ralph Fraunc’ is not otherwise known. 
PLACE: The editors of Regesta proposed Parham (Suff), Perreham in 1086, when 
the king had a holding of two carucates (DB, ii. 285a; § 1. 75). No other Anglo-
Norman royal charters have a similar place-date. 
CONTEXT: For Hardingstone, about 2 miles south of Northampton, see VCH 
Northants, iv. 254. In 1086 the king held 5 hides in Hardingstone (Hardingestorp). 
Two hides and 60 acres of meadow had been given by the king to William Peverel 
and Gunfrid de Chocques. Domesday lists two mills worth together 50s (DB, i. 
219c; Northants § 1. 10). There were also two hides held by Countess Judith, 
belonging to her manor of Yardley [Hastings] (DB, i. 228b–c; § 56. 20). The priory 
acquired two mills in Hardingstone. One, given by the king, was called Cotes mill. 
Cotes, now Cotton, was a hamlet a little east of Hardingstone. The other, called Ris
or Risc mill, was given by Earl Simon I and Matilda. The priory also acquired the 
tithe of the vill, and later the church. The evidence for this is contained in several 
documents, some of dubious authenticity. The foundation charter by Earl Simon 
and Matilda, 000, Regesta 832 §§ 6, 18, includes ‘what they (the donors) had in 
lordship in Hardingstone . . . one new mill which is at Hardingstone and the tithe of 
the same vill’. The corresponding general confirmation in the name of Henry I 
notes the king’s gift of ‘the mill of Hardingstone which is called Cotesmelne’ and 
confirms ‘whatever Earl Simon had in demesne in Hardingstone and in Hackleton 
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and the new mill of Hardingstone which is called Rismelne and the church of the 
same vill and the whole tithe with all things belonging to it’ (000, Regesta 833 §§ 
1, 8, 10). Henry II’s general confirmation includes ‘ex concessione predicti regis 
Henrici aui mei sicut carta sua testatur molendinum de Hardingestona quod dicitur 
Cotesmeln, ex dono comitis Simonis et Matilidis uxoris sue et aliorum baronum 
concessione ipsius regis Henrici . . . quicquid comes Simon habuit in dominio in 
Hardingestorn’ . . . et nouum molendinum de Hardingestorn’ quod dicitur Riscmiln 
et ecclesiam eiusdem uille et totam decimam cum omnibus pertinentiis suis’ 
(H2/1939). The church of Hardingstone is included in Bishop Robert’s 
confirmation, apparently made before 1123 (EEA 1 Lincoln 1067–1185, 9–10, no. 
11), and in the privilege of Pope Eugenius III (Holtzmann, i. 298, no. 55). As is 
mentioned in the Headnote, during the reign of Stephen the priory returned land in 
Hardingstone to Earl Simon II in return for a rent of 20s annually. Simon wanted 
the land to establish a nunnery. Problems associated with the reassignment of 
property in Hardingstone may have led the monks to forgery in an attempt to better 
define their existing rights. In 1242–3 the abbess of Simon’s foundation, Delapré 
abbey, was found to hold four parts of a fee in Hardingstone of the honour of 
Huntingdon. The other fifth was held of the honour by Ralph de Besevill (Fees, 
938). In 1284 it was said that the priory held one knight’s fee of John of Hastings 
(who had inherited a share of the lands of the honour of Huntingdon) in 
Hardingstone and Cotes (Feudal Aids, iv. 6; Sanders, English Baronies, 118–9; 
Complete Peerage, vi. 345–6). The Nomina Villarum of 1316 names the lords of 
Hardingstone as the prior of St Andrew’s and the abbess of Delapré (Feudal Aids, 
iv. 27). The priory retained its mills and the church. An inquisition of 1274–5 found 
that the priory held two watermills ‘in suburbio Norhampton’, Merthinesmylne and 
Rysmylne, worth together at least 6 marks (HundR, i. 1b). The priory held rents in 
Hardingstone, with the rectory, at the Dissolution (Lands of Dissolved Houses, iii. 
50, no. 375; Valor, iv. 313a, 314a). It remains unclear when and how the king’s 
demesne in Hardingstone passed to the earl. It is also unclear when and how the 
church of Hardingstone passed to the priory. 

The value of the mill is specified here to define which mill the king is 
giving. If the situation remained as it had been at the time of the Domesday survey, 
it was the more valuable of the two. 
AUTHENTICITY: Apparently authentic. One might expect ‘unum molendinum in 
Hardingthorp’, or ‘ad Hardingthorp’, rather than ‘de Hardingthorp’. This is either 
poor drafting or poor copying. The specification of the mill’s value is unusual, but a 
plausible reason is given in Context. 

00  Writ-charter instructing that the monks of 
Northampton were to hold their possessions as in the 
time of Earl Simon. July 1113 × April 1116, 
probably July 1113 × Christmas 1113 

CARTULARY COPIES: BL MS Royal 11 B. ix (s. xiiiex), fol. 19v (old fol. xvv) (no 
rubric) [B]; BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. xvii (s. xv), fol. 17v (old fol. 14v) 
(‘Confirmacio eiusdem regis Henr(ici) de ecclesiis decimis et terris et omnibus aliis 
rebus et possessionibus eidem ecclesie pertinentibus’) [C]. 
PRINTED: Regesta, ii. 324 (no. lxxi) [from B]. 
CALENDAR: Regesta 985.
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Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) Hug(oni) uic(ecomiti) de 
Legrec’ et G(aufrido) de Glinton’ et Godefridoa Ridel et 
baronibus suis de Norh’tsire salutem. Precipio quod 
monachi de Norh’t ita bene et honorifice teneant omnes res 
suas tam in ecclesiis quam in decimis et terris et hominibus 
et aliis rebus suis sicut melius tenuerunt tempore Simonis 
comitis. Teste Roberto episcopo Linc’. Apud Newebiriam. 

a sic BC

Henry king of the English to Hugh of Leicester sheriff and Geoffrey de Clinton and 
Godfrey Ridel and his barons of Northamptonshire greeting. I command that the 
monks of Northampton shall hold all their things whether in churches or in tithes 
and lands and men and their other things so well and honourably as they well held 
in the time of Earl Simon. Witness Robert bishop of Lincoln. At Newbury.

DATE: After the death of Earl Simon in August 1111 or later; before the death of 
Geoffrey Ridel in the White Ship, November 1120. Within this period, the king left 
England within two or three weeks of Earl Simon’s last datable occurrence on 8 
August 1111 (000, Regesta 988 for Bath). He returned to England in July 1113 and 
left again in April 1116. The absence of Earl David from the address suggests a 
date before he became earl of Northampton at Christmas 1113.  
ADDRESS: Shire court of Northamptonshire, naming Hugh of Leicester as sheriff, 
Geoffrey de Clinton, and Godfrey Ridel, presumably a mistake for Geoffrey Ridel. 
Sheriff Hugh, Geoffrey de Vere, and Aubrey the chamberlain were addressed in 
1102 × 1116 in a writ for Thorney abbey concerning land in Northamptonshire 
(000, Regesta 975). It is not easy to understand the presence of Geoffrey de 
Clinton, who does not appear in other addresses to Northamptonshire, and is not 
known to have held land in the county. He may perhaps have had a role in 
administering the fee of Earl Simon after his death.  
WITNESS: Robert Bloet, bishop of Lincoln. 
PLACE: Newbury. 
CONTEXT: This appears to be a straightforward writ-charter obtained by the monks 
to protect against any attack on their lands and rights following the death of the 
priory’s founder Simon I de Senlis. 
AUTHENTICITY: The presence of Geoffrey de Clinton in the address is unexplained, 
and the mistranscription of Geoffrey Ridel as Godfrey Ridel is disturbing. Geoffrey 
de Clinton appears among the witnesses to 000, 000, 000, not in Regesta, Regesta
1317–18, raising the suspicion that his name has come from one of those 
documents. The subject matter and wording, however, are entirely plausible, there 
is nothing unusual or controversial in the king’s command. Indeed, it is entirely 
expected that the monks would protect their interests by obtaining such a writ on 
the death of their founder.
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00  Writ ordering that the land and men of the monks of 
Northampton be quit of suit of shires and hundreds, 
and from all plaints except murdrum and theft-fine. 
1100 × 1123, probably July 1113 × Christmas 1113 

CARTULARY COPIES: BL MS Royal 11 B. ix (s. xiiiex), fol. 17v (old fol. xiijv) 
(‘Henric(i) reg(is) ut monachi sint quieti de syre et hundr’’) [B]; BL MS Cotton 
Vespasian E. xvii (s. xv), fol. 17r (old fol. 14r) (‘Item confirmacio regis Henrici 
primi de omnibus rebus et possessionibus ad ecclesiam sancti Andree predictam 
pertinentibus’) [C]. 
PRINTED: Regesta, ii. 324 (no. lxxii) [from B]. 
CALENDAR: Regesta 986.

Henricus rex Angl(orum)a omnibus uic(ecomitibus) et 
ministris suis salutem. Precipio quod tota terra et homines 
monachorum de Norh’t sint quieta de comitat(ibus) 
\schires/b et hundr(edis) et ab omnibus placitis et querelis 
excepto murdro et latrocinio. Teste Roberto episcopo Linc’. 
Apud Newbir’. 

a Anglie B b inserted above comitatibus by cartulary scribe BC 

Henry king of the English to all his sheriffs and officials greeting. I command that 
all the land and the men of the monks of Northampton shall be quit of counties, 
shires and hundreds and from all pleas and plaints except murdrum and theft-fine. 
Witness Robert bishop of Lincoln. At Newbury.

DATE: While Robert Bloet was bishop of Lincoln, so before January 1123. The 
same witness and place-date as 000, Regesta 985, and almost certainly the same 
occasion, July 1113 × Christmas 1113. 
ADDRESS: All sheriffs and officials of the king. 
WITNESS: Robert bishop of Lincoln. 
PLACE: Newbury. 
CONTEXT: 000, 000, Regesta 1636 for Thorney and Regesta 1384 for Bath are 
similar. The normal usage during the twelfth century is shiris rather than 
comitatibus. 
AUTHENTICITY: Apparently authentic.

00  Writ ordering that the monks of Northampton shall 
hold their land of Stuchbury (Northants), which had 
been occupied. 1113 × 1124 

CARTULARY COPIES: BL MS Royal 11 B. ix (s. xiiiex), fols. 19v–20r (old fols. xvv–
xvjr) (no rubric) [B]; BL MS Vespasian E. xvii (s. xv), fol. 17v (old fol. 14v) 
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(‘Confirmacio eiusdem regis Henrici de terris de Stotysberia scilicet quod monachi 
ecclesie predicte terras illas libere et quiete possideant et sicuti homines de 
hundredo iudicent’) [C].  
PRINTED: Regesta, ii. 350 (no. clxviii) [from B]; Royal Writs, 452 (no. 78) (with 
English translation) [from Regesta]. 
CALENDAR: Farrer 311; Regesta 1409.

Henricus rex Angl(orum) Hug(oni) de Legrec’ et ministris 
suis salutem. Precipio quod monachi de Norh’t iuste 
habeant terram suam de Stotesberia que super eos 
preocupata est et ita ne inde clamorem audiam. Quia uolo 
ut comes Dauid teneat ita bene et monachi sui sicut melius 
tenuit antecessor eius. Teste Rogero episcopo Saresberie. 
Apud Waltham. Et sicuti homines de hundreto iudicabunt. 
T(este) eodem. 

Henry king of the English to Hugh of Leicester and his officials greeting. I 
command that the monks of Northampton shall justly have their land of Stuchbury 
which has been occupied to their detriment, and so that I shall hear no more 
complaint thereof. For I will that Earl David (and his monks) shall hold as well as 
his predecessor well held. Witness Roger bishop of Salisbury. At Waltham. And as 
the men of the hundred will judge. Witness the same. 

DATE: After David was created earl of Northampton at Christmas 1113 (ASChr
1114 H), and before he succeeded as king of Scots, 1124. 
ADDRESS: Hugh of Leicester, presumably then sheriff of Northampton, and his 
officials.  
WITNESS: Roger bishop of Salisbury. 
PLACE: Waltham.  
CONTEXT: Stuchbury, noted as a lost vill by Beresford, Lost Villages (21998), 368, 
citing Bridges, Northants, i. 201, stood about 20 miles south-west of Northampton. 
Hugh and Landric held two hides of Gilo brother of Ansculf in Stuchbury 
(Stoteberie) in 1086 (DB, i. 227b; Northants § 43. 5). The monks’ holding of two 
hides is noticed in the Northamptonshire Survey (VCH Northants, i. 369a). A 
chapel at Stuchbury was included in Bishop Robert’s confirmation to the priory, 
made before 1123 (EEA 1 Lincoln 1067–1185, 9–10, no. 11); the priory presented 
to the chapel in 1229 (Rot. Welles, ii. 142, 231). In 1291, the priory had £7 9s 0d in 
Stotesbur’ et Sulgraue in terris reddit’ fruct’ et animal’ (Taxatio, 55b). The priory 
had lands in Stuchbury at the Dissolution (Valor, iv. 313b; Lands of Dissolved 
Houses, iii. 50, no. 375). According to Complete Peerage, x. 521–2, and Sanders, 
English Baronies, 94, Gilo brother of Ansculf was succeeded by Gilo II de 
Pinkeny, probably his son, the founder of Weedon priory, who died c. 1130. Gilo II 
was in turn succeded by his son Ralph de Pinkeny, who died c. 1158. Loyd, Anglo-
Norman Families, 78, gives evidence that the name is derived from Picquigny, dép. 
Somme, arr. Amiens. Weedon Pinkeny alias Weedon Lois, which became the caput 
of the Pinkeny barony, was, like Stuchbury, held by Gilo brother of Ansculf in 
1086 (DB, i. 227a; Northants § 43.1). It is not easy to understand how Stuchbury 
came to be included in Earl Simon’s foundation endowment of St Andrew’s (000, 
Regesta 832 § 5), rather than following the descent of Weedon in the Pinkeny 
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family. It is possible that the foundation charter misrepresents the donor. 
Alternatively the manor may have been disputed, in which case it might be 
suggested that the occupation of Stuchbury referred to here was carried out by Gilo. 
The king’s writ is in favour of the priory, but he allows the hundred court their 
judgment in the matter.  
AUTHENTICITY: Apparently authentic. 

00  (Authentic ?) writ-charter giving to the monks of St 
Andrew, Northampton, the church of Holy Sepulchre 
in Northampton, with four acres of the king’s 
demense. 1114 × 1116 or 1121 × 1123 

CARTULARY COPIES: BL MS Royal 11 B. ix (s. xiiiex), fol. 21r (old fol. xvijr) (no 
rubric) [B]; BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. xvii (s. xv), fol. 18r–v (old fol. 15r–v) 
(‘Item confirmacio eiusdem regis Henrici de ecclesia sancti Sepulcri Northampton’ 
cum quatuor acris terre eidem pertinentibus’) [C]. 
PRINTED: Not previously printed. 
CALENDAR: Not in Regesta.

Henricus rex Angl(orum) Roberto Linc’ episcopo et comiti 
Dauid et omnibus baronibus et fidelibus suis de Norh’tsire 
salutem. Sciatis me dedisse et concessisse deo et ecclesie 
sancti Andree de Norh’t et fratribus eiusdem loci ecclesiam 
sancti Sepulcri cum IIII acris terre ei pertinentibus de 
dominio meo pro anima patris mei et matris mee et pro 
animabus antecessorum meorum. Et uolo et firmiter 
precipio quod bene et honorifice et quiete et libere eam 
teneant et solutam et quietam de omnibus consuetudinibus 
sicut propriam rem ecclesie. Teste episcopo Linc’, episcopo 
de Ely et cancellario et Gaufrido de Glinton’, Radulfo 
Basset, Hugone de Legrec’. Apud Norhampton’. 

Henry king of the English to Robert bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and all his 
barons and sworn men of Northamptonshire greeting. Know that I have given and 
granted to God and the church of St Andrew at Northampton and the brethren of 
the same place, the church of the Holy Sepulchre with four acres of land belonging 
to it, of my demesne, for the soul of my father and of my mother and for the souls of 
my predecessors. And I will and firmly command that they shall hold it well and 
honourably and quietly and freely, and paid and quit of all customs, as private 
property of the church. Witness the bishop of Lincoln, the bishop of Ely, and the 
chancellor and Geoffrey de Clinton, Ralph Basset, Hugh of Leicester. At 
Northampton.  
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DATE: After David became earl of Northampton, Christmas 1113, and before the 
death of Robert Bloet, January 1123; not while the king was in Normandy in 1116–
1120. 
ADDRESS: Shire court of Northamptonshire, omitting the sheriff.  
WITNESS: Robert bishop of Lincoln, Hervey bishop of Ely, Ranulf the chancellor, 
Geoffrey de Clinton, Ralph Basset, Hugh of Leicester.  
PLACE: Northampton. 
CONTEXT: The church of the Holy Sepulchre in Northampton is said to have been 
built by Earl Simon I on his return from the First Crusade (1095–1099), in imitation 
of the church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. Whilst this is plausible, the 
evidence for Earl Simon’s presence in Jerusalem is a passage in ‘De comitissa’, so 
hardly authoritative (‘De comitissa’, ed. Michel, 126; Complete Peerage, vi. 641). 
Earl Simon’s diploma and Henry’s general confirmation (000, 000, Regesta 832–3) 
are in agreement that all the churches in Northampton were given by Earl Simon 
and his wife. All the acts that mention Holy Sepulchre, however, record it as the 
gift of the king himself (000, 000, 000, not in Regesta, Regesta 1317–18). If, as is 
probable, the building of Holy Sepulchre was commenced by Earl Simon early in 
the twelfth century, it may not have been completed before the earl’s death and so 
may not have been given to the priory with the other churches. 
AUTHENTICITY: The witnesses are very similar to those attesting the doubtful acts 
000, 000, Regesta 1317–18, which the bishop of Chester also attests, and in which 
the bishop of Lincoln is addressed but not a witness. All three acts are place-dated 
at Northampton. This raises the suspicion that the witnesses and place-date have 
been derived from the same source as those acts. The phrase ‘sicut propriam rem 
ecclesie’ is unparalleled elsewhere; ‘de dominio meo’ is unusual and unnecessary. 
These factors induce some doubt as to the act’s authenticity.

00†  (Purported ?) confirmation to the monks of St 
Andrew of the church of Newton (Lincs) and four 
bovates in the same vill and in Threekingham (Lincs) 
given by Amfrey de Chauncy 

CARTULARY COPIES: BL MS Royal 11 B. ix (s. xiiiex), fol. 21r (old fol. xvijr) (no 
rubric) [B]; BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. xvii (s. xv), fol. 18v (old fol. 15v) 
(‘Confirmacio eiusdem regis Henrici primi de ecclesia de Newnton’ et de quattuor 
bouatis terre in eadem uilla et in Trykyngham’) [C]; ibid. fol. 246v (old fol. 231v) 
(no rubric) [D]. 
ANTIQUARY TRANSCRIPT: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 100 (copy by Roger Dodsworth, 
1584–1654), fol. 25v [‘fo. 231b’, from Cotton] and fol. 31v [‘fo. 15b & 231b’, 
from Cotton].  
PRINTED: Regesta, ii. 334 (no. cix) [from B]. 
CALENDAR: Regesta 1156.

H(enricus)a rex Angl(orum)b R(oberto) episcopo Linc’ 
salutem. Sciatis me concessisse et confirmasse monachis 
ecclesie sancti Andree de Norhampt’ ecclesiam de 
Newenton’ cum pertinenciis suis et preter hoc in eadem 
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uilla et in Trichingeham IIII bouatas terre quas Amfridus de 
Chanci dedit eis in elemosinam. Quare uolo et firmiter 
precipio quod ipsi monachi teneant predictam ecclesiam et 
terram bene et in pace et quiete sicut liberam elemosinam. 
T(estibus) Rann(ulfo) cancellario, Gaufrido Ridello, 
Hug(one) de Legr’. Apud Norh’t. 

a Henr’ B ] Henricus C b Anglie CD 

Henry king of the English to Robert bishop of Lincoln greeting. Know that I have 
granted and confirmed to the monks of the church of St Andrew of Northampton the 
church of Newton with its belongings and furthermore in the same vill and in 
Threekingham four bovates of land which Amfrey de Chauncy gave them in alms. 
Wherefore I will and firmly command that the monks shall hold the foresaid church 
and land well and in peace and quietly as free alms. Witness Ranulf the chancellor, 
Geoffrey Ridel, Hugh of Leicester. At Northampton.

DATE: The apparent date is 1107 × 1116: after Ranulf became chancellor and before 
the king last left England during the lifetime of Geoffrey Ridel, April 1116. 
Perhaps the witness list came from an act given on the same occasion as 000, 
Regesta 1122 for Wallingford priory, also place-dated at Northampton, with the 
sole witness of Ranulf the chancellor. 
ADDRESS: Robert bishop of Lincoln. 
WITNESS: Ranulf the chancellor, Geoffrey Ridel, Hugh of Leicester. 
PLACE: Northampton.  
CONTEXT: In 1086 Odo Arbalistarius had 7 bovates in Newton (wap. Aveland, in 
Kesteven), and 10 bovates and a third part of 2 bovates in Threekingham, a 
berewick of Newton (DB, i. 365d; Lincs §§ 48. 5, 7). By the time of the Lindsey 
Survey Odo’s lands had passed to Amfrey and Alfred de Chauncy. Amfrey appears 
to have been succeeded by Walter de Chauncy, who in 1129–30 accounted in 
Yorkshire for £15 for the right to marry a wife of his choice (PR 31 Henry I, 26). 
Accounts of the Chauncy family are given by Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, ii. 
175–7; Sanders, English Baronies, 78; Carpenter, Ctl. York St Leonard, Rawlinson, 
761. The church and land of Newton, by gift of Amfrey de Chauncy, were included 
in one of the general confirmations in the name of Henry I (000, Regesta 1317 § 8). 
In 1155 × 1158 Henry II ordered Hugh de Neville to reseise the monks of their land 
in Newton ‘et iuste reddas eis catalla sua que inde cepisti’ (H2/1941). In 1160 × 
1166 Bishop Robert de Chesney confirmed the church in Newton to the priory, 
noting its recent surrender by William ‘clerk of Newton’ (EEA 1, 122–3, no. 196); 
in 1175 × 1179 the king confirmed Newton church and the four bovates in Newton 
and Threekingham given by Amfrey de Chauncy ‘sicut presens carta mea et carta 
regis Henrici aui mei testantur’ (H2/1944). A deed by A(lfred?) de Canch granted 
the monks the church and land of Newton in alms, to hold ‘sicut tenuerunt in die 
quo auunculus meus Anfredus de Calchey fuit uiuus et mortuus’ (Cotton Vespasian 
E. xvii, fol. 248v, whence Bodl. MS Dodsworth 100, fol. 31v). Simon de Chauncy 
confirmed Amfrey’s gift in similar terms to the charters of Henry I and Henry II 
(Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 246v). His deed is addressed to Bishop Robert: the 
witnesses (‘test(ibus) Giralin’ Bon’ et Willelmo filio Warini et Matheo clerico et 
Alexandro fratre meo et Herueyo fratre meo et Amfrido fratre meo et Adelina 
matre mea et Helewysa uxore mea’) show that this is Simon de Chauncy, 
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apparently successor to Alfred de Chauncy in Lincolnshire in the early 1160s 
(RDomin, 17; Sanders, English Baronies, 78; Carpenter, Ctl. St Leonard, 761), so 
the bishop addressed must be Robert de Chesney (1148–1166) rather than Robert 
Bloet. Bishop Robert confirmed the church to the priory ‘quia ab antiquo eam de 
iure monachorum fuisse cognouimus’ in 1160 × 1166 (EEA 1, no. 196). The 
priory’s share in Newton church was worth 6s 8d annually in 1535, and its rents in 
Threekingham £7 (Valor, iv. 314a; Lands of Dissolved Houses, iii. 51, no. 375). 
AUTHENTICITY: The phrase ‘sicut liberam elemosinam’ in the quare uolo clause 
appears to have been introduced to royal acts by Henry II. It otherwise occurs in 
Henry I’s acts only in a forgery for St Peter’s hospital in York (000, Regesta 1889). 
The phrase is also used in an act of King David for the priory which contains a 
chronological difficulty, explained by Laurie by mistranscription (Barrow, David I, 
73–4, no. 40; Laurie, Early Scottish Charters, 310–12; see 000, Regesta 832 § 21). 
If the present act is false, it may have been produced to obtain Henry II’s 
confirmation of 1175 × 1179, which follows most of the wording.

00†  Purported charter giving to the monks of La Charité 
at Northampton the church of Holy Sepulchre in 
Northampton, with four acres of the king’s demense, 
and a mill at Hardingstone, with confirmation of the 
gifts of Earl Simon and his wife Matilda 

CARTULARY COPIES: BL MS Royal 11 B. ix (s. xiiiex), fol. 20v (old fol. xvjv) (no 
rubric) [B]; ibid. fol. 22r (old fol. xviijr) (no rubric) [C]; BL MS Cotton Vespasian 
E. xvii (s. xv), fol. 18v (old fol. 15v) (‘Confirmacio regis Henrici primi de 
molendino de Hardyngysthorn quod dicitur Cotes Mylne’) [D]; ibid. fols. 18v–19r 
(old fols. 15v–16r) (‘Item confirmacio eiusdem regis Henrici primi de ecclesia 
sancti Sepulcri North’ cum quatuor acris terre et de molendino de Hardyngysthorn’ 
quod dicitur Cotes Mylne’) [E]. 
PRINTED: Regesta, ii. 344 (no. cxlvi) [from BC]. 
CALENDAR: Regesta 1318.

Henric(us) rex Angl(orum)a Robertob episcopo 
Linc(olniensi)c iustic(iis) uic(ecomitibus) ministris et 
omnibus fidelibus suis francis et anglis salutem. Sciatis me 
dedisse et concessisse monachis de Caritate qui sunt apud 
Norh’t ecclesiam sancti Sepulc(ri) que est in eadem uilla 
cum IIII acris \terre/ de meo dominio et molendinum de 
Hardingstorn’ quod dicitur Cotesmelne pro anima patris 
mei et matris mee et pro animabus antecessorum meorum. 
Et uolo et firmiter precipio quod ipsi monachi teneant bene 
et in pace libere honorifice et quiete omnia que Simon 
comes et Matild(is) duxor illius et barones mei et alii eisd

dederunt in ecclesiis in decimis in terris in bosco et plano 
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ein pratis et pacuise in molend(inis) et stagnis et aquis in 
uiis et semitis infra burgum et extra cum saca et soca et tol 
et theam et infangeneth’. Et prohibeo super hoc ne aliquis 
eis iniuriam fuel contumeliamf faciat. T(estibus)g hRoberto 
episcopo Cestr’h, Rann(ulfo) cancellario, Gaufrido de 
Glinton’, Radulpho Basset, Hugone de Legrec’. Apud 
Norhamptone. 

a Angl’ B ] Anglie CDE  b R. C  
c a dozen words follow from the address of another act, deleted by strikethrough in 
the red rubric ink E 
d–d uxor sua et barones et alii homines terre mee illis CE 
e–e om. BD f–f om. BD 
g Teste or Test’ BDE  h–h Heru(eo) episcopo de Ely CE 

Henry king of the English to Robert bishop of Lincoln, justices, sheriffs, officials, 
and all his sworn men French and English greeting. Know that I have given and 
granted to the monks of La Charité who are at Northampton, the church of the Holy 
Sepulchre which is in the same vill with four acres of land of my demesne and the 
mill of Hardingstone which is called Cotes mill, for the soul of my father and my 
mother and for the souls of all my predecessors. And I will and firmly command 
that the same monks shall hold well and in peace, freely, honourably and quietly 
everything that Earl Simon and Matilda his wife and [my barons and others] [the 
barons and other men of my land] gave to them in churches, in tithes, in lands, in 
wood and field, [in meadows and pastures] in mills and ponds, waters, in ways and 
paths within borough and without with sake and soke and toll and team and 
infangthief. And I forbid anyone, upon this (writ), from doing them injury (or 
contumely). Witness [Robert bishop of Chester] [Hervey bishop of Ely], Ranulf the 
chancellor, Geoffrey de Clinton, Ralph Basset, Hugh of Leicester. At Northampton.  

DATE: Strictly speaking, the apparent date is 1107 × 1122, the period when Ranulf 
was chancellor. The almost identical witnesses and place-date show the occasion is 
intended to be as 000, Regesta 1317, which includes Earl David in the address, and 
so is of apparent date 1114 × 1122. 
ADDRESS: Robert bishop of Lincoln, followed by justices, sheriffs, officials, and all 
sworn men French and English.  
WITNESS: Robert bishop of Chester, i.e. Robert de Limesey, who died in 1117, or 
Robert Peche, who succeeded him, is the first witness in one version; in the other 
Hervey, bishop of Ely 1109–1131, is first witness. Both versions continue with 
Ranulf the chancellor, Geoffrey de Clinton, Ralph Basset, Hugh of Leicester. The 
witnesses are almost identical to those of 000, Regesta 1317, which includes both 
bishops. 
PLACE: Northampton. 
CONTEXT: The act gives a church in Northampton and a mill in Hardingstone to the 
priory, before confirming everything that had been given to the priory. For the 
church of Holy Sepulchre in Northampton, see 000, not in Regesta; and for 
Hardingstone, see 000, Regesta 770. There were probably two different originals, 
which differed only slightly. 
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AUTHENTICITY: Not authentic. The quare uolo clause, confirming the gifts of Earl 
Simon and his wife, is incompatible with the dispositive clause, giving a church 
and a mill. The phrase ‘in molendinis . . . in uiis et semitis infra burgum et extra’ is 
unexpected and anachronistic in the quare uolo clause. The clause ‘prohibeo super 
hoc . . .’ belongs in a writ rather than a charter of gift. The address is unusual: the 
absence of Earl David from it is noteworthy. Forged acts were often produced in 
multiple versions, as here, but usually it is possible to understand why each was 
produced. Here the differences seem immaterial. The specific reasons for forgery 
are obscure. It is possible, as outlined in the note to 000, not in Regesta, that Holy 
Sepulchre was unfinished on Earl Simon’s death, leaving its ownership uncertain. 
Much of the monks’ property in Hardingstone was returned to Earl Simon II to 
allow his foundation of a nunnery there. This transaction may have encouraged the 
monks to provide themselves with improved evidence for their existing tenures. 

00†  (Purported ?) diploma in the name of Earl Simon, 
subscribed by the king, confirming specified 
properties 

CARTULARY COPIES: BL MS Royal 11 B. ix (s. xiiiex), fols. 5v–6r (old fols. 1v–2r) 
(Simonis primi comitis [[* * *]] dom’ sancti Andree’) [B]; BL MS Cotton 
Vespasian E. xvii (s. xv), fols. 4v–5r (old fols. 1v–2r) (‘Carta Sim(onis) comitis 
primi fund(atoris) de ecclesia sancti Andr(ee) de North(amtona)’) [C]. 
ANTIQUARY TRANSCRIPTS: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 79 (copy by Roger Dodsworth, 
1584–1654), fol. 9r–v [from C]; Bodl. MS Dodsworth 100 (copy by Roger 
Dodsworth, 1584–1654), fol. 3r–v [as in Dodsworth 79]; Bodl. MS Top. Northants 
c. 5, pp. 498–9 (attestations only) [from B, ‘fo. 2.b’]. 
PRINTED: Dugdale, i. 680–81 [‘ex registro S. Andreae in bibl. Hattoniana’, i.e. C, 
via Dodsworth 79 or 100], repr. Monasticon, v. 191 (no. vii); S. J. Madge, Moulton 
Church and its Bells (London, 1895), 56 (no. ii) (abstract) [from Monasticon]. 
CALENDAR: Regesta 832.

In nomine summe et indiuidue Trinitatis Amen. Notum sit 
sancte matris ecclesie filiis quod comes Simon et uxor sua 
Matildis ne in die iudicii cunctis astantibus cum uacua 
manu appareant largiti sunt de possessionibus suis 
monachis sancte Marie de Caritate deo apud Hamtonam in 
ecclesia sancte dei genetricis Marie apostolique Andree 
seruientibus pro animarum suarum salute et omnium 
antecessorum suorum necnon et dominorum et amicorum 
suorum et pro omnibus illis qui locum istum auxerint et hec 
et alia ad ipsum locum pertinentia fideliter testificauerunt 
[1] ipsam ecclesiam omnium Sanctorum et omnes eiusdem 
uille ecclesias cum omnibus appendiciis suis et [2] in eadem 
uilla terram trium carucarum et tres dialos prati et unum 
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hulmum et aliquos hospites et [3] de firma ipsius uille XX 
s(olidos) ad festum sancti Michaelis et [4] hospites prope 
eos manentes liberos et quietos ab omni consuetudine 
ipsius uille pro uoluntate monachorum et [5] Stoteberiam 
scilicet duas \hidas/ terre et quod [6] in Hardingestor et in [7] 

Hachinton in dominio habebant et [8] duas partes decime de 
Throp; et in Brakeseyaa

[9] ecclesiam et ipsius ecclesie 
terram et decimam; in [10] Equitonia ecclesiam et decimam 
et quicquid Walterus capellanus ibidem tenet, ipso Waltero 
laudante; [11] de Gerdela duas partes decime; [12] in Bertona 
et [13] Dodinton’ et [14] Toteham annone mediam decimam 
et bestiarum totam [15] tertiam partem totius decime de 
†Brotonab et Stratonia et [16] Haringordia et Frodigeya et 
[17] in Dauentreya tertiam partem annone et suarum 
equarum totam decimam et [18] unum nouum molendinum 
quod est apud Hardingestor et decimam ipsius uille et [19] 

duas partes decime de Vllauestona similiter [20] duas de 
Throp et [21] duas de Potona et duas uirgatas de terra et XX 
acrasc de bruario et [22] XX sol(idos) de molendino 
Pacastone ad uinum emendum ad missas qui debent semper 
reddi in Pasch(a); [23] dominus quoque Paganus dedit ipsis 
monachis ecclesiam Riale et postea dedit molendinum quod 
fecit apud uillam Riale et terram ad unam carucam pro 
clerico qui pro hac re effectus est monachus; [24] 

Grimboldus etiam dedit eisdem monachis in Multonia 
ecclesiam et totam decimam et [25] decimam Bundonis et 
terram unius carcuce et [26] Acardus suam decimam et [27] 

Otgerus de Hostona suam, laudante hoc et confirmante 
Henrico Anglor(um) rege octauo imperii sui anno coram 
subscriptis testibus.  
+ Signum Henrici regis Anglor(um). 
+ Signum Matil[[dis reg]]ine 
+ Signum Anselmi archiepiscopi. 
+ Signum Roberti episcopi Linc’. 
+ Signum Roberti episcopi Cestrensis. 
+ Signum Iohannis episcopi de Lisor. 
+ Signum Samsonis episcopi. 
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+ Signum Iohannis episcopi Baonsisd. 
+ Signum Gundulphi episcopi Roucestr(e). 
+ Signum Mauricii episcopi Lond’. 
+ Signum Ranulphi cancellarii. 
+ Signum Henrici comitis de Warewyke. 
+ Signum Willelmi comitis de Warenne. 
+ Signum Nigelli de Oli. 
+ Signum Roberti de Ferers. 
+ Signum Eudonis dapiferi. 
+ Signum Willelmi de Aubeney. 
+ Signum Willelmi de Curcy. 
+ Signum Roberti comitis de Mellent. 
+ Signum Dauid fratris regine. 

a sic B ] Brakeleya C
b sic BC 
c aceras B ] acoras C 
d reading uncertain B ] Baens’ C 

In the name of the highest and indivisible Trinity, Amen. Be it known to the sons of 
the holy mother church that Earl Simon and his wife Matilda (lest they shall appear 
on the day of judgement standing together with empty hand) have bestowed from 
their possessions on the monks of St Mary of Charité serving God at (Nort)hampton 
in the church of Mary, Holy Mother of God, and Andrew the Apostle for the 
salvation of their souls and of all their predecessors and also their lords and 
friends and for all those who shall enrich that place, and they have faithfully 
affirmed these and other things belonging to that place [1] the same church of All 
Saints and all churches of the same vill with all their belongings and [2] in the 
same vill land for three ploughs and three dales of meadow and one holm and some 
customary tenants and [3] 20s from the farm of the same vill at the feast of St 
Michael and [4] the customary tenants living near them free and quit from all 
custom of the same vill at the will of the monks and [5] Stuchbury, that is two hides 
of land, and what they had in lordship in [6] Hardingstone and in [7] Hackleton 
and [8] two parts of the tithe of Throp and in [9] Brafield(-on-the-Green) the 
church and the land and tithe of the same church; in [10] Exton the church and 
tithe and whatever Walter the chaplain holds there, the same Walter approving; 
[11] in Yardley (Hastings) two parts of the tithe; [12] in (Earls) Barton and [13] 
(Great) Doddington and [14] Tottenham, half the tithe of grain and the whole 
(tithe) of livestock, [15] a third part of the whole tithe of †Brotona and Stretton and 
[16] Harringworth and Fotheringay, and [17] in Daventry a third part of (the tithe 
of) grain and the whole tithe of their horses and [18] one new mill which is at 
Hardingstone and the tithe of the same vill and [19] two parts of the tithe of 
Wollaston similarly, [20] two of Throp and [21] two of Potton and two virgates of 
land and 20 acres of heath and [22] 20 shillings from Paxton mill to buy wine for 
masses, which ought always to be paid at Easter; [23] whatever the lord Pain gave 
the same monks, Ryhall church, and afterwards he gave a mill which he built at the 



26 MARCH 2020 H1 NORTHAMPTON PRIORY 26

vill of Ryhall and land for one plough for the clerk, who for this thing was made a 
monk; [24] Grimbald also gave to the same monks in Moulton the church and the 
whole tithe and [25] the tithe of Bundi and land of one plough, and [26] Acard, his 
tithe, and [27] Otger de Hostona his; Henry, king of the English approving and 
confirming this in the eighth year of his reign in the presence of the underwritten 
witnesses. 
+ Signum of Henry king of the English 
+ Signum of Queen Matilda 
+ Signum of Archbishop Anselm 
+ Signum of Robert bishop of Lincoln 
+ Signum of Robert bishop of Chester 
+ Signum of John bishop of Lisieux 
+ Signum of Bishop Samson 
+ Signum of John bishop of Bath 
+ Signum of Gundulf bishop of Rochester 
+ Signum of Maurice bishop of London 
+ Signum of Ranulf the chancellor 
+ Signum of Henry earl of Warwick 
+ Signum of William earl of Warenne 
+ Signum of Nigel d’Oilly 
+ Signum of Robert de Ferrers 
+ Signum of Eudo Dapifer 
+ Signum of William d’Aubigny
+ Signum of William de Courcy 
+ Signum of Robert count of Meulan 
+ Signum of David the queen’s brother 

DATE: The apparent date is August × September 1107, i.e. after the start of the 
eighth regnal year, 5 August 1107; before the death of Bishop Maurice on 26 
September 1107. The occasion was presumably the council of Westminster, which 
opened on 1 August 1107 and continued for three days. By 11 August Anselm had 
returned to Canterbury (Eadmer, 187). If, as is likely, this act is a forgery, the date 
was probably chosen because of the availability of a witness list from the council. 
Except for the present act, there is nothing in the known history of the priory or its 
cofounders to suggest that 1107 was a significant year. Pope Pascal II consecrated 
the church of the mother priory La Charité on 9 March 1107, and a week later he 
confirmed its possessions in France and Ireland (R. de Lespinasse, Cartulaire du 
prieuré de La Charité-sur-Loire, Publication de la Société Nivernaise des lettres, 
sciences et arts (Nevers, 1887), pp. viii, 363, no. clxvii; JL 6127). This might 
indicate that the priory had at that time developed an interest in obtaining formal 
confirmation of its property, perhaps under Eudes (or Oddo) Arpin, who appears to 
have become prior in 1107 (Gallia Christiana, xii. 405).  
ADDRESS: No address. 
WITNESS: The king and queen, the archbishop of Canterbury, seven further bishops, 
the chancellor, the earls of Warwick and Surrey, the count of Meulan, David 
brother of the queen, and five other leading laymen. The three versions of the 
corresponding charter in the name of Henry I, 000, Regesta 833, have subsets of 
these witnesses. 
PLACE: No place-date, but the presence of the archbishop and seven bishops 
suggests the council of Westminster. 
CONTEXT: Three similar foundation charters purport to have been given by Earl 
Simon, but one only has the king’s subscription. One of the others, in the name of 
Simon and his wife Matilda, not styled as earl and countess (ego Symon et uxor 
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mea Matildis), is subscribed by several of the earl’s tenants. The parcel clauses are 
largely identical. That act, however, confirms ‘ipsam ecclesiam in quam habitant’ 
rather than ‘ipsam ecclesiam omnium Sanctorum’ in § 1; §§ 4, 15–20, 24 are 
omitted; further detail is provided in §§ 11, 23; and there is an additional final 
clause ‘Et Burchard x acras terre et decimam terre sue in Hamtona’ (Monasticon, v. 
190, no. ii). A further version (Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 5v), with a list of 
witnesses rather than subscriptions, has some slight differences in the parcel clauses 
but is largely similar to the last. 
[1] The church of All Saints has not previously been mentioned, but here we read 
of ‘ipsam ecclesiam omnium Sanctorum’. At face value, the implication is that the 
priory occupied a church dedicated to All Saints, but the description of the 
beneficiary shows that it was dedicated to St Mary and St Andrew. In the two 
similar diplomas mentioned above Simon confirmed ‘ipsam ecclesiam in qua 
habitant’, referring back to the description of the beneficiaries, ‘monachis sancte 
dei genetricis Marie de Caritate apud Hamptonam deo seruientibus’, which makes 
more sense. It is probable that the present act was modified to refer to All Saints 
when the priory’s rights in that Northampton church were under threat, just as the 
forged original 000, Regesta 1317, was altered to refer to St Giles. The church of 
All Saints is also named in one of the versions of Henry I’s general confirmation, 
whereas the other versions confirm only ‘all the churches in Northampton’ (000, 
Regesta 833 § 2). An act in the name of Robert, bishop of Lincoln, confirmed that 
Earl Simon had given ‘the church in the marketplace in Northampton’, i.e. All 
Saints, to the monks of St Mary of La Charité, ‘with the assent not just of the king 
but also with my agreement’ (EEA 1 Lincoln 1067–1185, 8–9, no. 10, printed F. M. 
Stenton, ‘Acta Episcoporum’, CHJ 3 (1929), 11). Another act in the name of 
Bishop Robert confirms ‘the church, namely All Saints in Northampton, and all 
churches of the same vill’, with ten other named churches elsewhere (EEA 1, 9–10, 
no. 11). 

Earl Simon’s diploma and Henry’s general confirmation (000, 000, 
Regesta 832–3) are in agreement that all the churches in Northampton were given 
by Earl Simon and his wife. Three Northampton churches are specified individually 
in the acts printed here: All Saints in the present act; St Giles in 000, Regesta 1317 
(after alteration); and Holy Sepulchre, perhaps incomplete on Earl Simon’s death, 
in 000 and 000, not in Regesta and Regesta 1318. Their presence in these doubtful 
acts suggests that there were competing claims for them. Such claims were 
common. Earl Simon’s ability as tenant-in-chief to give all the churches in 
Northampton would have been constained by the rights of the burgesses, who had 
caused them to be built. Any disputes, however, appear to have been resolved in 
favour of St Andrew’s, for there is no sign of any Northampton church escaping the 
control of the priory, and no disputes about the priory’s Northampton churches are 
recorded in the curia regis rolls of the late twelfth and early thirteenth centuries. 
The churches of All Saints, St Giles, St Michael, Holy Sepulchre, St Mary, St 
Gregory, St Peter, St Edmund, and St Bartholomew, with the chapel of St Thomas, 
were included in a confirmation to St Andrew’s by Bishop Hugh of Lincoln, 
datable 1186 × 1192 (Monasticon, v. 191b, no. viii; EEA 4 Lincoln 1186–1206, 86–
8, no. 130). The priory presented to each of these during the episcopate of Hugh of 
Wells, 1209–1235 (Rot. Welles, passim). The Valor Ecclesiasticus of 1535 
catalogues the interests of the priory in Northampton’s churches, naming All 
Saints, St Giles, St Michael, St Edmund, St Mary, Holy Sepulchre, and St Gregory 
(Valor, iv. 315–16). For what remains of Northampton’s medieval churches, see 
RCHM Northants, v. 57–67. 
[2] The land in Northampton, comprising land for three ploughs, three dales of 
meadow, and one holm, is included in all three general confirmations in the name 
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of Simon de Senlis, and in the corresponding act in the name of Henry I (000, 
Regesta 833 § 2). Almost the same specification is used in the privilege of Pope 
Eugenius III, which confirms ‘terram trium carucarum et tres mansuras prati quas 
dales uocant, unam pasturam que hulmus dicitur’ (Holtzmann, i. 298, no. 55). An 
enquiry of 1274–5 found that the priory held 4 carucates in the fields of 
Northampton, worth at least 16 marks annually, which ought to be held in chief. 
The priory also held rents worth at least £20 annually in Northampton, endowed on 
them by diverse persons, many of whom held in chief; the loss of reliefs and other 
dues was costing the king 30s and more each year (HundR, i. 1b). In 1291 the 
priory was said to hold £10 6s 8d in Northampton in terris redd’ mol’ and a further 
£7 de redd’ ad pitanc’ (Taxatio, 53a).  
[3] The payment can presumably be identified with the 20s given by Earl Simon I 
‘pro xvj solidis de clausura muri et et pro iiij solidis et viij denariis de tenura 
Walteri de Alt’’, mentioned in Prior Arnulf’s charter described in the Headnote. 
The payment was included in the privilege of Pope Eugenius III (‘de censu ipsius 
uille xxti solidos’, Holtzmann, i. 298, no. 55) and in Henry II’s general confirmation 
of 1155 × 1158 (‘de firma eiusdem uille xx solidos’, H2/1939). In 1155 × 1157 
Henry II ordered the reeves of Northampton to pay 20s from the king’s farm to the 
monks of St Andrews ‘as it used to be paid in the time of King Henry my 
grandfather and as his charter for them and mine witnesses’ (H2/1938). The 
payment appears in the pipe roll of 1129–30 (‘et in elemosinis constitutis monachis 
de Norhamtona xx s.’, PR 31 Henry I, 135), but is not visible in the accounts of 
1155–6 or 1156–7. It reappears in 1157–8 (PR 4 Henry II, 143; PR 5 Henry II, 20; 
PR 6 Henry II, 38). The 20s was paid in Henry III’s time (PR 5 Henry III, 187). It 
is presumably represented by the rent of 20s in Northampton which appears in the 
Valor Ecclesiasticus of 1535 without description (Valor, iv. 313a). 
[4] The customary tenants living near the priory are being handed over to the 
monks. These were presumably the people living outside the original dike of 
Northampton. The clause in effect created a liberty belonging to the priory, then 
outside Northampton, but later within it. See Headnote. 
[5] For Stuchbury, some 20 miles south-west of Northampton, see the note to 000, 
Regesta 1409. 
[6] For Hardingstone, see the note to 000, Regesta 770. 
[7] Hackleton is about 6 miles south-east of Northampton. In 1086, Countess Judith 
had 2 hides in Bachelintone belonging to her manor of Yardley (Hastings). The 
bishop of Coutances also had half a hide in Hachelintone, held of him by Winemar 
(DB, i. 220c, 228c; Northants §§ 4. 15, 56. 20e). The Northamptonshire Survey 
records that the monks had 1 hide in Hackleton (VCH Northants, i. 376a). In 1291 
the priory was said to have rents in Brafield, Hackleton, and Little Houghton worth 
£1 5s 10d, with two granges in Hackleton and Quinton worth £5 (Taxatio, 53b). 
The priory retained its rents in Hackleton until the Dissolution (Valor, iv. 313b; 
Lands of Dissolved Houses, iii. 51, no. 375).  
[8, 20] ‘Two parts of the tithe of Throp’ was confirmed twice over in this act; 
probably reflecting two separate gifts. The identification of Throp, however, is not 
straightforward, and it is uncertain whether the same place is referred to in the two 
clauses. The priory later held the chapel at Kingsthorpe, near Northampton, but that 
place appears to have been in the royal demesne until the reign of Stephen (note to 
000, Regesta 833 § 30). As is shown in the note to 000, Regesta 1317 § 10, Walter 
fitz Winemer gave his tithe in Trop to the priory; this was almost certainly 
Rothersthorpe. Another possibility is that both clauses refer to Thrupp Grounds 
(par. Norton, Northants), but to separate holdings, one belonging to Earl Simon I 
and the other to Anselm de Chocques. In 1086 Leofric held ½ hide and 1 virgate 
less the fifth part of one hide in Welton and Thrupp (Torp) of Countess Judith (DB, 
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i. 228d; Northants § 56. 35); Gunfrid de Chocques held ½ hide and the fifth part of 
½ hide in Thrupp (DB, i. 227d; Northants § 48. 10). The proximity of the second 
reference to the tithe of Throp (§ 20) to the confirmation of the tithe of Wollaston 
(§ 19), which was given by Anselm de Chocques, is suggestive. If Thrupp is the 
correct identification, the priory must have lost its interest, for no tithe in Thrupp is 
apparent in the Taxatio, the Valor, or the post-Dissolution accounts. It may have 
been granted to Daventry, which had extensive interests in Thrupp, but there is no 
deed to that effect in Ctl. Daventry. 
[9] The place is Brafield-on-the-Green, Bragefelde in Domesday Book, where 
Countess Judith held 3 virgates in 1086. Winemar held 1 virgate ‘of the jurisdiction 
of Brafield’ of the countess (DB, i. 228c, 229a; Northants §§ 56. 20h, 56. 56). In 
1124 × 1130 King David instructed his officers that the priory was to hold its 
church of Brafield (Braufeld) with a virgate of land (Barrow, David I, 76, no. 45), 
and in 1157 × 1162 King Malcolm gave an almost identical instruction (Barrow, 
Regesta Scottorum, i, no. 151), as did King William I in 1165 × 1173 (ibid. ii, no. 
49). In 1291 the priory was said to have rents in Brafield, Hackleton, and Little 
Houghton worth £1 5s 10d (Taxatio, 53b). The priory had farmed the rectory of 
Brafield for £10 annually in 1535 (Valor, iv. 314a), and held the advowson at the 
Dissolution (VCH Northants, iv. 229b). 
[10] For Exton, see VCH Rutl, ii. 127–34, Countess Judith had 2 carucates in 
Exentune in 1086 (DB, i. 293c, 367a; Rutl § R12, Lincs § 56. 17). Domesday does 
not mention a church. An original charter in the name of King David allows the 
monks to bring the land called Wiliges in Exton into cultivation (Barrow, David I, 
65, no. 24). In 1535 the priory was receiving £10 annually for the rectory of Exton 
(Valor, iv. 314a), and it held the advowson at the Dissolution (Lands of Dissolved 
Houses, iii. 51, no. 375). 
[11] For Yardley Hastings, see VCH Northants, iv. 296–300. The countess held 3½ 
hides in Yardley in 1086 (DB, i. 228b–c, 229a; Northants §§ 56. 20a, 56. 57a). The 
two versions of Earl Simon’s charter not attested by the king add that the tithes in 
Yardley were given ‘per consensum et donum Hugonis capellani’, presumably the 
incumbent (Monasticon, v. 190, no. ii). In 1124 × 1130 King David instructed his 
officers that the priory was to have two carts in the wood of Yardley to collect dead 
wood (Barrow, David I, 76, no. 45). Similar instructions were given by King 
Malcolm in 1157 × 1162 (Barrow, Regesta Scottorum, i, no. 151) and King 
William I in 1165 × 1173 (ibid. ii. no. 49). The priory held Yardley church at the 
Dissolution (Valor, iv. 314a; Lands of Dissolved Houses, iii. 51, no. 375). 
[12–13] In 1086 Countess Judith held 4 hides in (Earls) Barton, some eight miles 
east of Northampton, and 4 hides in (Great) Doddington, near Earls Barton, in 1086 
(DB, i. 228b; § 56. 15–16). The churches of both vills were given by Earl Simon II 
to Delapré abbey (Monasticon, v. 210b, no. i); the priory’s share in the tithes is not 
apparent in the Valor or the post-Dissolution accounts. The priory was said to hold 
rents worth £1 11s 0d in Cotes and Barton in 1291 (Taxatio, 54b). 
[14] Countess Judith held a manor of 5 hides in Tottenham in 1086 (DB, i. 130d; 
Middx § 24. 1). In 1124 × 1127 King David gave the monks 10s rent from Turchil 
fitz Suertling in exchange for the tithes they held in Tottenham (Barrow, David I, 
no. 27). Henry II, however, confirmed ‘duas partes totius decime de . . . Totenham’ 
(H2/1939). 
[15] The corrupt name Brotona is more correctly reported in 000, Regesta 833 § 16 
as Quenton in one version, or Ouerton in another, i.e. either Quinton or Market 
Overton. The priory had interests in both places. In Overton and its berewick, 
Stretton, the countess had 3½ carucates (DB, i. 293c, 366d; Rutl § R7; Lincs § 56. 
11). For the Senlis fee there see VCH Rutl, ii. 141–2, 145–7. In 1291 the priory had 
a pension of £1 in Overton church ‘in decimis de dominico’ (Taxatio, 65b), but the 
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payment is not visible in the Valor. In 1086 Countess Judith had ½ hide in Quinton, 
appurtenant to her manor of Yardley Hastings (DB, i. 228c; Northants § 56. 20i). 
The priory’s interests in Quinton, including a pension of 6s 8d annually from the 
church, were noted in 1535 (Valor, iv. 313b). 
[16] The countess had 5 hides in Harringworth (DB, i. 228b; Northants § 56. 8) and 
6 hides in Fotheringay (DB, i. 228b; Northants § 56. 7). Fotheringay church was 
given to Delapré abbey by Earl Simon [II]. King Malcolm also gave the church to 
the abbey, and his successor King William confirmed the gift (Monasticon, v. 208b, 
210a, no. i; Barrow, Regesta Scottorum, i. 279, no. 274); Harringworth church was 
given to the nuns of Elstow, who held it at the Dissolution (Valor, iv. 188b). 
Nevertheless in 1291 the priory had an annual pension of 13s 4d from Fotheringay 
church (Taxatio, 39b) and in 1535 the priory still retained the pension of 13s 4d 
from Fotheringay church and also 15s from Harringworth church, the latter paid at 
the Dissolution by the abbess of Elstow (Valor, iv. 314a; Lands of Dissolved 
Houses, iii. 51, no. 375). 
[17] Countess Judith held 8 hides in Daventry in 1086 (DB, i. 228c; Northants § 56. 
21). Daventry church was given to Daventry priory by Maud de Senlis, daughter of 
Earl Simon I and widow of Saher de Quincy (Ctl. Daventry, 3, no. 6). The share of 
tithe is not visible in the Valor nor in the post-Dissolution accounts, and it is not 
mentioned in Ctl. Daventry. 
[18] For Hardingstone, see the note to 000, Regesta 770. 
[19] For Wollaston, see VCH Northants, iv. 57–62. There were two manors in 
Wollaston in 1086. Gunfrid de Chocques held 5 hides in chief (DB, i. 227d; 
Northants § 48. 4) and Corbelin held 2 hides of Countess Judith. Another hide 
belonged to the countess’s manor of Yardley Hastings (DB, i. 228c, 229a; 
Northants §§ 56. 20g, 51). Anselm de Chocques’s deed giving two parts of his tithe 
of Wollaston to the priory was witnessed by Earl Simon [II], Hugh the chaplain, 
Robert Grimbald, Turgis d’Avranches, Gunfrid de Chocques and others. Earl 
Simon’s deed of confirmation has similar witnesses (Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 
224r; the original of Simon’s deed, with equestrian seal, survives at BL MS Cotton 
Ch. x. 14). In 1148 × c. 1151 Bishop Robert confirmed two parts of the demesne 
tithes of Anselm de Chocques in Wollaston to the priory (EEA 1, no. 193). The 
church of Wollaston was given by Robert de Choques to Delapré abbey 
(Monasticon, v. 210b, no. i; for the Chocques family, see Farrer, Honors and 
Knights’ Fees, i. 20–30; Keats-Rohan, Domesday People, 239–41). The priory had 
a pension of £1 4s 0d in Wollaston church in 1291 (Taxatio, 40a–b). Did the priory 
receive Earl Simon’s tithes as well as Anselm’s, as the text suggests? Or does this 
clause indicate a forger’s confusion or perhaps misrepresentation of the donor of 
the Wollaston tithes? 
[20] ‘Two parts of the tithe of Throp’ appears twice in this act. See § 8. 
[21] For St Andrew’s interests in Potton, see VCH Beds, ii. 239a, 241a. Countess 
Judith held 10 hides in Potton in 1086 (DB, i. 217c; Beds § 53. 20). Potton church 
was apparently given to the priory by David I in 1124 × 1130 (Barrow, David I, no. 
40). The chronological difficulties with his charter, which Barrow explains as 
mistranscription, are more likely to be the result of forgery. The charter also 
contains the unlikely phrase ‘sicut liberam elemosinam’, for which see the 
Authenticity note to 000, Regesta 1156. A deed in the name of Simon [II] earl of 
Northampton, giving the church of Potton to the monks and datable 1148 × 1153, is 
addressed to Bishop Robert (de Chesney) and Nicholas, archdeacon of Bedford, 
and witnessed by Countess Elizabeth and Simon the donor’s son (Cotton Vespasian 
E. xvii, fol. 7v). In 1148 × c. 1151 Bishop Robert confirmed the church to the 
priory ‘sicut in cartis aduocatorum eiusdem ecclesie uidelicet Dauid regis Scotie et 
Simonis comitis de Norhamptona continetur’ (EEA 1, 120, no. 192; the bishop’s act 
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survives as an original, Trinity College Dublin, MS 1208/19, not yet assessed for 
authenticity). At a later date Philip de Kyme gave the church to the chapter of 
Lincoln Cathedral (Reg. Antiquissimum, iii. 16–17, no. 654); and in 1179 × 1188 
Henry II notified the archdeacon of Bedford of the priory’s gift of Potton church to 
his clerk Ralph, archdeacon of Hereford (H2/1945). The chapter of Lincoln came to 
an agreement with the priory concerning the church in 1201, whereby the priory 
was left in undisputed possession (Reg. Antiquissimum, iii. 17; the original 
agreement is in Trinity College Dublin MS 1208). The priory’s pension of £3 6s 8d 
in the church of Potton was recorded in 1291–2 (Taxatio, 35b). The priory sold the 
glebe and advowson to the ‘Nuns Minoresses without Aldgate’ in 1394 (BL Add. 
Ch. 19951), i.e. the Nuns Minoresses of the abbey of the Blessed Virgin and St 
Francis, near Aldgate, for whom see Monasticon, vi. 1553–4. A pension of 66s 8d 
in the church was being paid to the priory in 1535 ‘pro abbatissa monial’ minoris’ 
iuxta Turrim Lundon’’, (Valor, iv. 314b; see also Lands of Dissolved Houses, iii. 
51, no. 375). 
[22] For Great and Little Paxton see VCH Hunts, ii. 328–37. In 1086 Countess 
Judith had a manor of 25 hides in Paxton and its three berewicks (DB, i. 207a; 
Hunts § 20. 8). Simon [II], earl of Northampton, confirmed the 20s from the mills 
of Paxton given by his father ‘ad uinum comparand’ in missarum celebracionibus’, 
by a deed addressed to Robert Grimald his steward, and witnessed by Countess 
Elizabeth and Simon the grantor’s son. Walter fitz Robert also confirmed the rent 
‘quos auus meus et Simon comes filius eius . . . dederunt’ (Cotton Vespasian E. 
xvii, fol. 235v, whence MS Dodsworth 100, fol. 6r, fol. 29r). The payment, now to 
be made at four terms of the year rather than at Easter, was confirmed by David 
‘brother of the king of Scotland’, i.e. David, earl of Huntingdon (d. 1219), by a 
deed dated ‘early summer 1174’ by Stringer (Stringer, Earl David of Huntingdon, 
256–7, no. 58). In 1291 the priory was receiving £1 annually from Paxton mills 
(Taxatio, 52a), but the rent is not visible in the Valor nor in the post-Dissolution 
accounts. 
[23] For the Senlis fee in Ryhall, see VCH Rutl, ii. 269. In 1086 Countess Judith 
held 1½ hides in Ryhall, but there was no mention of a church (DB, i. 228b; 
Northants § 56. 1). The Cotton cartulary includes the gift by W. Paganus of the 
church of Ryhall with appurtenances, ‘cum Hulcheto et molendino et terra et 
omnibus que Hulchetus tenuit in Ryhala’, witnessed by Adanor the donor’s wife, 
Richard the priest de Meritona and others. Elsewhere the donor is called W. 
Paganus de Meritona (Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 257r–v, formerly fol. 240, 
whence Dodsworth 100, fol. 27v). Guy de Rahenniis later confirmed the gift of 
Ryhall church that his antecessor William Paganus had made (Cotton Vespasian E. 
xvii, fol. 257v, cited by W. Farrer, Honors and Knights’ Fees, ii. 392), but nothing 
further seems to be known of this family. In 1157 × 1165 King Malcolm ordered 
his steward to enquire whether William le Maille bequeathed three acres of land to 
Ryhall church (Barrow, Regesta Scottorum, i, no. 153). The rectory and advowson 
of Ryhall remained with the priory until the Dissolution (VCH Rutl, ii. 274). 
[24] There were several holdings in Moulton in 1086. Grimbald held 3 hides and 1 
virgate of Countess Judith. He also held of the countess in other estates in 
Northamptonshire (DB, i. 228c; §§ 56. 26–9). The countess had two further 
holdings in Moulton (DB, i. 228d; Northants §§ 56. 33, 44). The king also held 
there, as did Robert de Bucy (DB, i. 219d, 225b; Northants §§ 1. 18, 30. 14). 
Grimbald was a witness to one version of Earl Simon’s ‘foundation charter’ 
(Monasticon, v. 190, no. ii). ‘Robert fitz Grimbald, Hugh and Warner, brothers of 
the same Robert’, were the leading witnesses to an act of Simon II de Senlis for the 
priory (Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 6v, whence Bodl. MS Dodsworth 100, fols. 
4v–5r). Farrer, Honors and Knights’ Fees, ii. 301–307, describes the Grimbald 
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family and its interests in Moulton and elsewhere. Barrow, David I, 67 (no. 28), 
also has notes on the family, but the descent from the Domesday tenant to the men 
active in the mid-twelfth century remains obscure. The gift by Grimbald de Howton
of Moulton church, with 7 virgates of land, was copied in the cartularies. It was 
witnessed by Odo abbot of Owston, who occurs in the middle of the twelfth century 
(Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fols. 43v–44r, whence Bodl. MS Dodsworth 100, fols. 
7r, 40v). This is difficult to explain: Owston priory was founded by Robert 
Grimbald, apparently Grimbald’s son (Monasticon, vi. 424, nos. i–ii; EEA 1, nos. 
214–17); Robert Grimbald confirmed his unnamed father’s gift of Moulton church 
and the associated land to Northampton priory (Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 46v). 
The simplest explanation is perhaps to disregard Grimbald de Howton’s deed as yet 
another forgery, but there are other possibilities. Farrer, Honors and Knights’ Fees, 
ii. 302, discusses the family, and this deed, without satisfactory conclusion. The 
church and land were later confirmed to the priory by a deed of William de 
Mandeville, earl of Essex 1166–1189, but nothing is said of the original donor 
(ibid. fols. 47v, 49r). Mandeville had acquired an undertenancy in Moulton by 
means unknown (CalIPM, ii. 96, no. 153). The priory had a pension of 13s 4d in 
Moulton church in 1291 (Taxatio, 40a). 
[25] Other confirmations describe Bundi’s tithe as in Moulton. Bondi or Bundi, the 
countess’s predecessor in several of her Northamptonshire holdings, not including 
Moulton, may have been the same man (DB, i. 228b, 228d; §§ 56. 15–18, 37–8). 
[26] In another version of Earl Simon’s foundation charter, Monasticon, v. 190, no. 
ii, and in 000, Regesta 833 § 27, Achard’s gift is said to be two thirds of the tithe of 
the demesne of Sprotton, identified as Spratton (Northants) by the editors of 
Regesta, presumably on the grounds that Countess Judith held 1 hide there in 1086 
(DB, i. 229a; Northants § 56. 50). However, there is no evidence that the priory 
held in Spratton. There can be no doubt that the place was actually Sproxton 
(Leics), as given in the charter roll copy of Henry II’s general confirmation 
H2/1939, ‘duas partes decime dominii Achardi de Sproxtona’, and in Bishop 
Hugh’s confirmation of 1186 × 1192, EEA 4, no. 130, Monasticon, v. 191a, no. viii, 
‘duas partes decime dominii Achardi de Sproxton in Sproxton’. Hugh Musard held 
8 carucates of Countess Judith in Sproxton in 1086 (DB, i. 236d; Leics § 40. 41). 
The Leicestershire Survey records that King David held 8 carucates there (Round, 
Feudal England, 202; Slade, Leicestershire Survey, 21). The Matriculus of Hugh of 
Wells notices that ‘monachi de sancto Andrea de Norehamptona percipiunt ibi ij 
garbas decimarum de dominico Iohannis de Sproxton ab antiquo’ (Rot. Welles, i. 
267). An agreement between Adam, abbot of Croxton (Leics) and Walter, prior of 
Northampton, whereby the prior and convent granted their interest in Sproxton to 
the abbot and convent in exchange for 20s annually is datable 1186 × 1220 (MS 
Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 241v, formerly 227v; dated from the priorate of 
Walter; master Robert de Bleys attests as official of Leicester, a position he held 
during the episcopate of Hugh of Wells, Fasti, iii. 33, n. 4; Richard of Kettleby 
attests as dean [of the rural deanery of Framland]). In 1535 the priory’s interest in 
Sproxton was worth 20s annually, to be paid by the abbot of Croxton (Valor, iv. 
314a). The priory held the farm of Sproxton mill and a portion of tithes in Sproxton 
and Scalford nearby at the Dissolution (Lands of Dissolved Houses, iii. 50). The 
name Achard recurs in connection with Sproxton early in the thirteenth century. 
Achard of Sproxton occurs in a Leicestershire context in 1207 (CRR, v. 74); in 
1212 he was recorded as holding in Stamford (Lincs) of Earl David (Fees, 196). In 
1202 John son of Achard of Sproxton paid to have details of his father’s grant to 
him entered in the pipe roll (PR 4 John, 240–41). In March 1204 King John 
confirmed to Richard of Sproxton (not Achard of Sproxton as erroneously reported 
by Nichols, Leicestershire, ii. 322a) the whole of Sproxton, which he had held by 
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hereditary right by forest serjeanty (RChart, 126a; see also Madox, Baronia 
Anglica, 259). John of Sproxton held in Sproxton of the fee of the earl of Chester, 
of the honour of Huntingdon, in 1235–6 (Fees, 519). 
[27] Where this act refers to the tithe of Otger de Hostona, 000, Regesta 833 § 28 
confirms in one version ‘ex dono Ogeri decimam de Houton’ and in another 
‘decimam de Hotton’ ex dono Ogerii’. The charter roll copy of Henry II’s general 
confirmation H2/1939, more reliable in the case of Sproxton, refers to ‘decimam 
Ogerii de Hoctona’. The place may be Houghton (Preston rural deanery, Northants) 
or Horton (also Preston rural deanery). Countess Judith and others held in chief in 
both places in 1086. Otger or Oger can perhaps be identified with Oger (the Breton) 
who occurs in the Northamptonshire folios of Domesday Book, but not in 
Houghton or Horton, nor as a tenant of the countess (Round, Feudal England, 220; 
VCH Northants, i. 365a). In the mid-12th century the priory acquired a moiety of 
Little Houghton church by gift of Robert Grimbald and his wife Matilda (Cotton 
Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 67r–v; Farrer, Honors and Knights’ Fees, ii. 303). 
Biddlesden abbey acquired the other moiety, but gave it to St Andrew’s early in the 
12th century in return for a pension of 2 marks (VCH Northants, iv. 270a). The 
priory’s cartularies contain Henry II’s writ, datable 1155 × 1166, requiring the 
archdeacon of Northampton to ensure the abbot of Biddlesden had his full right in 
the church (H2/230). In 1291 the priory was said to have rents in Brafield, 
Hackleton, and Little Houghton worth £1 5s 10d, with two granges in Hackleton 
and Quinton worth £5 (Taxatio, 53b). The priory held the rectory at the Dissolution 
(Lands of Dissolved Houses, iii. 49, no. 375). Several deeds giving the priory 
property in Horton have been preserved in the cartulary (Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, 
fols. 75v–77r. The priory had a pension of 6s 8d from Horton church in 1291 
(Taxatio, 38b). 
AUTHENTICITY: Suspicious at best. An almost exact concordance with at least one 
of the versions of Henry’s act 000, Regesta 833, apparently given on the same 
occasion, might be expected, but there are numerous differences. It is likely that 
this document and the two similar acts in the earl’s name were drawn up some 
years after their apparent date to provide the priory with more satisfactory 
documentary evidence for the property given by Earl Simon and his wife and 
others. It is also probable that revisions were made to the pseudo-originals to 
provide better defence against particular claims. The wording in § 1 provides clear 
evidence of tampering after first compilation. §§ 19–20, which appear to refer to 
gifts by Anselm de Chocques, show either that the act was compiled after its 
apparent date or was later inflated. Forgery also provides a solution to the 
difficulties concerning the gift of tithes of Wollaston and the church of Moulton 
outlined in §§ 19, 24. 

00†  First general confirmation 

CARTULARY COPIES: BL MS Royal 11 B. ix (cartulary, s. xiiiex), fol. 14r–v (old fol. 
xr–v) (no rubric) [B]; ibid. fols. 16r–v (old fol. xijr–v) (no rubric) [C]; ibid. fols. 17v–
18r (old fols. xiijv–xiiijr) (‘confirmacio regis Henr(ici) omnium ecclesiarum 
terrarum possessionum et libertatum’) [D]; ibid. fols. 18v–19r (old fols. xiiijv–xvr) 
(‘Henric(i) reg(is) de molend’ de Hardingestun et conf’ ecclesiarum terrarum et 
possessionum’) [E, as C except for transposition of two witnesses]; BL MS Cotton 
Vespasian E. xvii (cartulary, s. xv2), fols. 13v–14v (old fols. 10v–11v) 
(‘Confirmacio regis Henrici primi de omnibus terris ecclesiis possessionibus et 
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tenuris que Simon comes monachis predictis dedit et quicquid eis racionabiliter 
postea donatum est’) [F, as B]; ibid. fols. 15v–16r (old fols. 12v–13r) 
(‘Confirmacio regis Henrici primi de omnibus terris ecclesiis possessionibus tenuris 
quas (sic) tempore Simonis comitis tenuerunt et quidquid eis postea rationabiliter 
datum est’) [G, as C]; ibid. fols. 16v–17r (old fols. 13v–14r) (‘Confirmacio regis 
Henrici primi de omnibus ecclesiis decimis terris et tenementis et omnibus 
possessionibus ad ecclesiam sancti Andree Northampton’ pertinentibus’) [H, as E]; 
ibid. fol. 20r–v (old fol. 17r–v) (‘Confirmacio regis Henrici secundi de omnibus 
terris ecclesiis possessionibus et tenuris quas Simon comes monachis sancti Andree 
de Norhampton’ concessit’) [I, as D]. 
ANTIQUARY TRANSCRIPT: Bodl. MS Ashmole 844 pt 1, fol. 85ra (noted only, by 
Robert Glover, 1544–1588, from Version II, ‘Robertus de Ferrers testis cartae H. 
1.’) [‘Ex registro abbathiae de Northampton sancti Andreae’]. 
PRINTED: Regesta, ii. 317–18, no. l [two versions, first a collation of BCE, second 
from D]. 
CALENDAR: Farrer 196; Regesta 833.

Henricus rex Anglie episcopis comitibus baronibus 
iustic(iis) uicecomit(ibus) ministris et omnibus fidelibus 
suis tam francis quam anglis salutem. Sciatis me dedisse et 
concessisse monachis de Caritate deo seruientibus in 
ecclesia sancti Andree de Norh’t [1] molendinum de 
Hardingstorn’ quod dicitur Cotes meln’ pro animabus 
antecessorum meorum et pro salute anime mee et Matild(is) 
[[regine]] uxoris mee. Preterea concedo et confirmo omnes 
donaciones quas Simon comes et Matild(is) uxor sua et 
barones et alii homines terre mee eisdem [[monachis]] 
dederunt in ecclesiis in decimis in terris uel in aliis rebus, et 
[2] nominatim omnes ecclesias de Norh’t cum omnibus 
rebus ad eas pertinentibus et in eadem uilla terram trium 
carucarum et tres dalos prati et unum hulmum, et [3] de 
firma eiusdem uille XX s(olidos) per annum ad festum 
sancti Mich(aelis), et [4] hospites manentes extra uetus 
fossatum uille liberos et quietos ab omnibus 
consuetudinibus ipsius uille, et [5] communem pasturam 
ipsius uille, scilicet propriis bestiis eorum et hominum 
suorum residencium super terram eorum. Et [6] in 
Huntendon’ X s(olidos) unoquoque anno. Et [7] terram de 
Stoteberia, scilicet duas hidas et quicquid comes Simon 
habuit in dominio [8] in Hardyngstorn’ et [9] in Haclinton’ et 
[10] nouum molendinum de Hardingestorn’ quod dicitur 
Rismelne et [11] ecclesiam eiusdem uille et decimam totam 
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cum omnibus rebus ad eam pertinentibus. Et [12] ecclesiam 
de Bragef[[eld et totam dec]]imam et terram ad eam 
pertinentem et [13] ecclesiam de Extona et totam decimam 
et quicquid Walterus capellanus ibidem tenuit et [14] duas 
partes tocius decime de Ierdele. Et [15] in Bertona et 
Dodinton’ et Toteham medietatem decime annone et totam 
decimam bestiarum et [16] tertiam partem totius decime de 
Quenton’ et Stratton’ et Haringwrth’ et Fodringeya. Et [17]

in Dauentreia tertiam partem decime annone et totam 
decimam equarum. Et [18] duas partes tocius decime 
dominii de Stiuetleia et [19] duas partes tocius decime de 
Pottona et in eadem uilla duas uirgatas terre et XX acras de 
brueria. Et [20] XX s(olidos) per annum de molendinis de 
Paxton’ ad uinum emendum ad missas qui semper debent 
reddi ad Pasch. Et [21] de Bertona tres summas frumenti ad 
oblatas faciendas et [22] duas partes decime dominii de 
Wllauston’ et [23] duas partes decime dominii de Thorp. Et 
[24] ex dono Pagani ecclesiam de Rihal’ cum omnibus rebus 
ad eam pertinentibus, et in eadem uilla unam carucatam 
terre et unum molendinum. Et [25] ex dono Grimbaldi 
ecclesiam de Multon’ cum tota decima et [26] decimam 
Bundonis et in eadem uilla carucatam terre. Et [27] ex dono 
Achardi duas partes decime dominii de Sprotton’. Et [28] ex 
dono Ogeri decimam de Houton’. [33] Quare uolo et firmiter 
precipio quod idem monachi teneant bene et in pace et 
honorifice omnes homines suos et terras suas et omnes res 
suas liberas et quietas ab omnibus geldis et [[scot(tis)]] et 
auxiliis et consuetudinibus et placitis et querelis cum 
saccha et socha [[et toll]] et theam et infangenethief et cum 
omnibus libertatibus suis tam infra [[burgum]] quam extra. 
[34] Precipio eciam quod ministri ipsorum monachorum sint 
quieti apud [[Norh’t]] necnon per totam Angliam de 
thelonio et passag’ et omni consuetudine de rebus que ad 
usus proprios monachorum pertinuerint. Et prohibeo super 
forisfacturum meum ne aliquis hominibus uel rebus 
predictorum monachorum aliquas iniuriam uel 
contumeliam faciat uel nouis aliquibus consuetudinibus 
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grauet. Teste Matild’ regina, Anselmo archiepiscopo Cant’, 
Roberto episcopo Linc’, Roberto episcopo Cest’, Iohanne 
episcopo Baioc’†, Rannulph(o)† episcopo Roucestr’, 
Rannulpho cancell(ario), Maur(icio) episcopo London’, 
Willelmo comite de Warenne, Roberto comite de Mellent. 
Apud Westmonasterium. 

The text above, Version I, is printed from B, with lacunae supplied from F. The two 
clauses immediately below occur in Version III alone, printed here from D. 

Et [29] duas partes tocius decime dominii de Esseby. 

Et [30] ecclesiam de Thorp cum omnibus pertinenciis suis et 
[31] in Scaldeford’ unum molendinum et XIIII uirgatas terre 
et dimidiam et in [32] Acleia V uirgatas et dimidiam et XXX 
acras de inlanda et in bosco pascua centum porcorum et 
aisiamenta sua in bosco.  

The quare uolo clause below occurs in Versions IIa and IIb and is printed here 
from E. 

[35] Quare uolo et firmiter precipio quod idem monachi 
teneant omnia predicta bene et in pace libere et honorifice 
et quiete in bosco et plano in pratis et pascuis in molendinis 
et stagnis et aquis in uiis et semitis infra burgum et extra 
cum soca et saca et toll’ et theam et infangeneth’. Et 
prohibeo super hoc ne aliquis eis iniuriam uel contumeliam 
faciat. 

Henry king of England to bishops earls barons justices sheriffs officials and all his 
sworn men whether French or English greeting. Know that I have given and 
granted to the monks of La Charité serving God in St Andrew’s church, 
Northampton, [1] the mill of Hardingstone which is called Cotes mill for the souls 
of my predecessors and for the salvation of my soul and (that) of Queen Matilda my 
wife. Furthermore I grant and confirm all the gifts which Earl Simon and Matilda 
his wife and his barons and other men of my land gave to the same monks in 
churches in tithes in lands or in other things, and [2] especially all the churches of 
Northampton with all things belonging to them, and in the same vill land for three 
ploughs and three dales of meadow and one holm, and [3] 20s from the farm of the 
same vill yearly at the feast of St Michael, and [4] the customary tenants dwelling 
outside the old ditch of the vill, free and quit of all customs of the same vill, and [5] 
common pasture of the same vill, that is for their own livestock and (that) of their 
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men residing on their land. And [6] in Huntingdon 10s every year. And [7] the land 
of Stuchbury, namely two hides and whatever Earl Simon had in demesne in [8] 
Hardingstone and in [9] Hackleton and the [10] new mill of Hardingstone which is 
called Rismelne and [11] the church of the same vill and the whole tithe with all 
things belonging to it. And [12] the church of Brafield(-on-the-Green) and the 
whole tithe and the land belonging to it and [13] the church of Exton and the whole 
tithe and whatever Walter the chaplain held there and [14] two parts of the tithe of 
Yardley (Hastings). And in [15] (Earls) Barton and (Great) Doddington and 
Tottenham half the tithe of grain and the whole tithe of livestock and [16] a third 
part of the whole tithe of Quinton [or Overton] and Stretton and Harringworth and 
Fotheringay. And [17] in Daventry a third part of the tithe of grain and the whole 
tithe of horses. And [18] two parts of the whole tithe of the demesne of Stukeley and 
[19] two parts of the whole tithe of Potton and two virgates of land and 20 acres of 
heath in the same vill. And [20] 20s yearly from the mills of Paxton to buy wine for 
masses, which ought always to be paid at Easter. And [21] three loads of wheat 
from (Earls) Barton for making obleys and [22] two parts of the demesne tithe of 
Wollaston and [23] two parts of the tithe of the demesne of Thorp. And [24] Ryhall 
church by gift of Pain, with all things belonging to it and one carucate of land and 
one mill in the same vill. And [25] the church of Moulton by gift of Grimbald with 
the whole tithe and [26] the tithe of Bundi and a carucate of land in the same vill. 
And [27] two parts of the demesne tithe of Sproxton by gift of Achard. And [28] the 
tithe of Houton by gift of Oger. [33] Wherefore I will and firmly command that the 
same monks shall hold all their men and their lands and all their things well and in 
peace and honourably, free and quit of all gelds and scotts and aids and customs 
and pleas and plaints with sake and soke and toll and team and infangthief and 
with all their liberties whether within or without the borough. [34] I also command 
that the officials of the same monks shall be quit at Northampton and throughout 
England of toll and passage-fee and all custom concerning things which are for the 
monks’ own use. And I forbid, upon my forfeit, that anyone shall do the men or the 
possessions of the foresaid monks any injury or contumely or shall burden (them) 
with any new customs. Witness Queen Matilda, Anselm archbishop of Canterbury, 
Robert bishop of Lincoln, Robert bishop of Chester, John bishop of Bath, Gundulf 
bishop of Rochester, Ranulf the chancellor, Maurice bishop of London, William 
earl de Warenne, Robert count of Meulan. At Westminster.

And [29] two parts of the whole tithe of (Mears) Ashby. 

And [30] the church of (Kings)thorpe with all its belongings and [31] a mill and 
14½ virgates in Scalford and [32] in (Great) Oakley 5½ virgates and 30 acres of 
inland, and pannage for 100 pigs in the wood and their easements in the wood. 

[35] Wherefore I will and firmly command that the same monks shall hold 
everything aforesaid well and in peace, freely and honourably and quietly in wood 
and field, in meadows and pastures, in mills and ponds and waters, in ways and 
paths, within borough and without, with soke and sake and toll and team and 
infangthief. And I forbid, upon this (act), anyone to do them injury or contumely. 

DATE: The apparent date is 1107. Ranulf became chancellor at the beginning of 
1107; Bishop Maurice died on 26 September 1107. Presumably, like 000, Regesta
832, the witness list has been derived from a list of some of those attending the 
council of Westminster in August 1107. 
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ADDRESS: Each of the three main versions has a different form of general address. 
WITNESS: The witnesses vary slightly between versions, but all are included in the 
witnesses to 000, Regesta 832, so it is clear that they are based on the same source. 
PLACE: Westminster. 
CONTEXT: There appear to have been four originals of this charter, each of which 
was copied to both cartularies. These originals are labelled here I, IIa, IIb, and III. 
IIa and IIb were almost identical, differing only in the transposition of witnesses 
Bishop Maurice and Ranulf the chancellor. Where appropriate these are jointly 
referred to as II. A side-by-side comparison of the three main versions is printed 
below. Regesta says of the differing versions, ‘this charter presents the appearance 
of successive attempts to produce a formal confirmation of the preceding (i.e. 000, 
Regesta 832)’. Though there is overlap with Earl Simon’s general confirmations, 
for example in the witness clauses and in certain parcels, it does not seem that one 
document has been the source of the other. Version I, printed above, appears to 
have been used as precedent for Henry II’s general confirmation of 1155 × 1158, 
H2/1939, which follows the parcel clauses closely, omitting only the rent in 
Huntingdon (§ 6) and the names of the donors of the churches of Ryhall and 
Moulton (§§ 24–5). Henry II’s act continues with a score or more additional 
benefactions, not included in the present charter, before a quare uolo clause similar 
to § 33, ‘sicut carte regis Henrici aui mei et aliorum donatorum et baronum et 
proborum hominum eis testantur’, and continuing as § 34. 
[1] For the king’s gift of Cotes mill in Hardingstone, which appears before Earl 
Simon’s gifts in versions I and II, but among the gifts in Hardingstone made by the 
earl in version III, see 000, Regesta 770. 
[2] For the churches and land in Northampton, see 000, Regesta 832 § 1. II 
specifies All Saints in particular, as does 000, Regesta 832, but no individual 
church is named in I or III. For the land in Northampton specified here, see 000, 
Regesta 832 § 2.  
[3] For the 20s from the farm of Northampton, see 000, Regesta 832 § 3.  
[4] The clause concerning customary tenants near the hospital, present in 000, 
Regesta 832 § 4, appears in I and II but not III. See Headnote. 
[5] The clause giving common pasture is absent from 000, Regesta 832. It appears 
in I and II but not III. 
[6] The gift of 10s annually in Huntingdon was given by a deed in the name of Earl 
Simon and his wife Matilda, mentioned in the Headnote. This is the only reference 
to the payment in the confirmations, and even here it is absent from version III. It is 
also omitted from Henry II’s confirmation charter given in 1155 × 1158 (H2/1939), 
which otherwise follows version I of this act closely. As Henry II gave the earldom 
of Huntingdon to King Malcolm in 1157 he may have deliberately omitted this rent. 
[7–11] For the land in Stuchbury see 000, Regesta 1409; for Hardingstone see 000, 
Regesta 770; for Hackleton see 000, Regesta 832 § 7. It is noteworthy that the 
church of Hardingstone appears in all three versions of this confirmation, but not in 
Simon and Matilda’s diploma. 
[12–13] For the churches of Brafield-on-the-Green and Exton, see 000, Regesta
832 §§ 9–10. 
[14] For the tithe in Yardley, see 000, Regesta 832 § 11. 
[15] For (Earls) Barton, Great Doddington, and Tottenham, see 000, Regesta 832 
§§ 12–14, and § 21 below. 
[16] For Quenton (Quinton, as in version I) or Ouerton (Market Overton, as in 
versions II and III), Stretton, Harringworth, and Fotheringay, see 000, Regesta 832 
§§ 15–16. 
[17] For Daventry, see 000, Regesta 832 § 17. 
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[18] Stukeley is not mentioned in the other confirmations. Countess Judith held 3 
hides in Stiuecle in 1086, with a church and a priest (DB, i. 206d; Hunts § 20. 3). 
The church was given to St Mary’s priory in Huntingdon at an unknown date, and 
was confirmed to that priory by a doubtful charter in the name of Henry I (000, 
Regesta 1659). In 1535 the priory had a share in the church of Stukeley valued at 
36s 6d (Valor, iv. 314a). 
[19] For Potton, see 000, Regesta 832 § 21. 
[20] For Paxton see 000, Regesta 832 § 22.  
[21] The gift of three loads of wheat in (Earls) Barton does not appear in Henry’s 
other supposed confirmation, nor in the other versions of the present act. A gift by 
King Malcolm (Barrow, Regesta Scottorum, i. no. 152), datable 1157 × 1162, may 
be the origin of this benefaction (‘sciatis me in perpetuum concessisse in 
elemosinam et dedisse tres summas frumenti monachis sancti Andree de 
Norhampton’ ad faciendum oblatas unoquoque anno ad pasca floridum et istud 
frumentum illis unoquoque anno dabitur apud Bertonam’. The gift was included in 
Henry II’s general confirmation of 1155 × 1158, which does not name the donor 
(H2/1939), and in a confirmation given c. 1174 by David ‘brother of the king of 
Scotland’, i.e. David, earl of Huntingdon, d. 1219 (Stringer, Earl David of 
Huntingdon, 256–7, no. 58).  
[22] For Wollaston see 000, Regesta 832 § 19. 
[23] For Thorp, difficult to identify with certainty, see 000, Regesta 832 §§ 8, 20. 
[24] For Ryhall see 000, Regesta 832 § 23. 
[25] For Grimbald’s gift of Moulton church, see 000, Regesta 832 § 24. 
[26] For Bundi’s tithe, see 000, Regesta 832 § 25. 
[27] For Achard’s tithe in Sproxton see 000, Regesta 832 § 26. 
[28] For Otger’s tithe in Houghton or Horton see 000, Regesta 832 § 27. 
[29] Version III alone confirms two parts of the demesne tithe of Esseby, i.e. Mears 
Ashby, Asbi in Domesday Book. Countess Judith held 4 hides there in 1086 (DB, i. 
228b; Northants § 56. 18). The church was given to Aunay abbey by Richard de 
Humez and Agnes his wife, who had acquired a moiety of the countess’s holding 
(VCH Northants, iv. 130a, 132b; H2/87; cf. Cal. France, 185, nos. 525–6). In 1176 
Prior Robert of St Andrew’s gave to the monks of Aunay, who held the church of 
Asscheby, two parts of the tithe of the demesne of Ashby ‘ab antiquitate a 
monasterio sancte Andree de iure possessas’ in exchange for six loads of wheat 
annually (MS Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 198r; Harley Ch. 44 A. 1). The priory 
was receiving £1 annually from (Mears) Ashby church in 1291 (Taxatio, 39a). 
[30] Version III alone refers to the church of (Kings)thorpe. In 1086 the king held a 
manor of four hides and three virgates at (Kings)thorpe (DB, i. 219d; Northants § 1. 
18), which lies immediately north of Northampton. In 1155 × 1158 Henry II 
ordered that St Peter’s church, Northampton, should have the chapel of 
(Kings)thorpe, but only if it could be shown that the vill of Kingsthorpe had 
belonged to the parish of St Peter during the reign of Henry I, for the king did not 
wish to confirm any unlawful change to his demesne that might have been made 
after his grandfather’s death (H2/1949). Kingsthorpe church is not mentioned in 
Henry II’s general confirmation of 1155 × 1158, which does include ‘ex dono 
comitis Simonis et Matildis uxoris sue et aliorum baronum concessione ipsius regis 
Henrici omnes ecclesias de Noramth’ cum omnibus rebus que ad eas pertinent’ 
(H2/1939). William of Newburgh, Historia, i. 103, notes that on his accession 
Henry resumed the royal demesne granted away by Stephen. Here we see the king’s 
policy specified explicitly in a charter. We may assume that many forgeries in the 
name of Henry I were produced early in Henry II’s reign to satisfy requirements 
such as this. A charter in King Stephen’s name confirms Earl Simon’s gift to ‘God 
and St Andrew and the monks of Northampton’ of ‘one of the mills of 
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(Kings)thorpe, namely that nearest their abbey (sic), and furthermore 7 acres there’ 
(Ste/612). The charter is almost certainly a forgery, as it contains the phrase 
‘concedo ratam et inconuulsam esse sigilli mei attestatione corroboro’, but as it 
would have been of no value after Stephen’s death, it must have been made before 
1155. 
[31] Version III alone refers to Scalford. 000, Regesta 1317 § 3 provides further 
information about this land. It confirms ‘one carucate of land and one mill in 
Scalford which Robert fitz Vitalis gave to them in free alms. And besides this in the 
same vill 10 virgates of land and a quarter part of one virgate which they bought 
from the same Robert, holding so freely as he himself holds his land’. Allowing 
four virgates to the carucate the extent of land given is almost the same. Robert (de 
Bucy) held 11 carucates in Scalford of Countess Judith in 1086 (DB, i. 236c; Leics 
§ 40. 23). The estates he held of the countess passed to Robert fitz Vitalis, who 
gave the associated churches, including Scalford, to Daventry priory ‘in the year of 
Archbishop Anselm’s death’, i.e. 1109 (Ctl. Daventry, 216, 290, nos. 664, 884, 
893). A charter of David I, king of Scots, confirmed to St Andrew’s that 
wheresoever the priory held tithes of his demesne they should hold ‘tam in 
peccoribus quam in omnibus fructibus terre’, and goes on to confirm the mill and 
carucate in Scalford granted by Robert fitz Vitalis, ‘lord of the same vill’, and 
confirming that the monks should hold ‘ea libertate . . . qua Robertus filius Vitalis 
dominus eiusdem uille terram suam tenet neq aliquam consuetudinem ei inde 
debent sicut ipse confessus est ante me et meos homines’ (Barrow, David I, 65, no. 
24). Robert fitz Vitalis himself witnessed a charter of King David for St Andrew’s 
in 1124 × 1131 (Barrow, David I, 64, no. 23). Robert was apparently alive in 1143–
4. On his death the fee passed to his son Simon of Foxton. Subsequent generations 
can be deduced from deeds in the cartularies of Daventry and St Andrew’s (Ctl. 
Daventry, 290–92, no. 884–6). Simon fitz Robert, with the consent of Juliana his 
wife and his heirs Richard and Henry, confirmed the carucate and the mill in 
Scalford given by his father. A confirmation by Richard son of Simon of Foxton 
follows in the cartulary (MS Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fols. 249v–250r, whence 
Bodl. MS Dodsworth 100, fol. 32r). 
[32] Version III alone refers to (Great) Oakley. For Oakley, see VCH Northants, 
vii. 82–6. 000, Regesta 1317 § 5 provides further information on this land. It 
confirms ‘in (Great) Oakley 30 acres of land and pasture for 100 pigs and the 
common pasture which Robert fitz Lancelin gave to them in free alms. And besides 
this in the same vill 5½ virgates of land which they bought from the same Robert to 
be held so freely as he himself holds his land’. One Lancelin held 1½ hides in 
Oakley of Countess Judith in 1086 (DB, i. 228d; Northants §§ 56. 37–8). He was 
presumably the father of the benefactor of St Andrews. The cartularies contain the 
deed by which Robert fitz Lancelin sold, with the consent of King David, ‘the fee 
of John in the vill called Acle’, with the consent of the same John, amounting to 5½ 
virgates, and giving 32 acres of his own demesne, with pannage for 100 pigs and 
common pasture (MS Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 232r; abstracted by Bridges 
from the earlier cartulary, Bodl. MS Top. Northants c. 5, p. 541, citing ‘fo. 93.b’). 
There is a chronological difficulty here: David is king in Robert’s deed, but earl in 
King Henry’s confirmation (c.f. Barrow, David I, 163, no. 222). In 1240 the priory 
leased its lands in Oakley to Pipewell abbey, which retained them until the 
Dissolution (VCH Northants, vii. 85; Valor, iv. 295a). 
[33–35] The quare uolo clause in II is significantly shorter than in the other 
versions. It commands that the monks shall hold well and freely, ‘in wood and field 
. . .’, with the usual jurisdictions of soke and sake, toll and team and infangthief. It 
then prohibits anyone from causing the monks harm or contumely The quare uolo 
clauses in I and III are very similar to each other, but not identical. They greatly 
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extend the specified liberties, including freedom from all gelds, scots, aids, and 
others, and omit the ‘in wood and field’ clause. The prohibition on harm and 
contumely is extended to forbid the imposition of new customary dues. 
AUTHENTICITY: III is a less competent document than I or II. Version III has a clear 
indicator of forgery that is not present in the other versions: the king’s style is 
‘Henricus rex Angl(orum) et dux Norm(annorum)’. III uses the phrase ‘sciatis me 
concessisse et confirmasse’, rather than ‘concedo et confirmo’ used in I and II. In 
versions I and II, the king confirms the gifts of Earl Simon and Matilda his wife; in 
III they are described as the gifts of Earl Simon alone. Versions I and II deal with 
the king’s gift of Hardingstone mill more appropriately, at the beginning of the 
charter, rather than hidden among the gifts of Earl Simon. It is interesting to note 
that the phrase ‘homines terre mee’ (version I § 1) occurs in a version of another 
forgery for the priory, 000, Regesta 1318. It otherwise appears in Henry’s acts only 
in an obvious forgery for Beaubeck abbey, 000, Regesta 1270. Few if any of the 
lengthy general confirmations in Henry I’s name can be regarded as authentic. As 
here, they frequently appear in multiple versions to accommodate changing 
circumstances. Many may have been drawn up early in the reign of Henry II, in the 
circumstances alluded to in § 30 above. As is discussed in the headnote, in 
Northamptonshire the rivalry between the descendants of Earl Simon I and those of 
King David continued throughout the third quarter of the twelfth century, and 
doubtless provided a continuing need for forgery at the priory. In certain cases it 
seems unlikely that the priory had acquired an interest in the property confirmed by 
the apparent date: see, for example, §§ 21–22. In summary, then, version III is as an 
obvious forgery; and it is unlikely versions I and II ever received the king’s seal. 
They were most likely drawn up in the first instance early in the reign of Henry II 
and were probably subject to subsequent revision as the monks found expedient. 
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000, Regesta 833, comparison of versions
Version I Version IIa Version III

Printed from MS Royal 11 B. ix, fol. 14r–v [B]; also at 
MS Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fols. 13v–14v [F]; omits 
the witness of the bishop of Lisieux, David, and Robert 
de Ferrers, includes bishops and earls in the address. 

Printed from MS Royal 11 B. ix, fols. 18v–19r [E]; also 
at MS Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fols. 16v–17r [H]; has 
the witness of the bishop of Lisieux, David and Robert 
de Ferrers, lacks bishops and earls in address. 
Version IIb, copied at MS Royal 11 B. ix, fol. 16r–v [C], 
and MS Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 15v–16r [G], 
differs only in the transposition of witnesses Ranulf the 
chancellor and Bishop Maurice, so restoring the normal 
precedence.

Printed from Royal 17v–18r [D]; also at MS Cotton 
Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 20r–v [I]; styles the king ‘dux 
Norm(annorum)’. 

Henricus rex Anglie episcopis comitibus baronibus 
iustic(iis) uicecomit(ibus) ministris et omnibus fidelibus 
suis tam francis quam anglis salutem.  

Sciatis me dedisse et concessisse monachis de Caritate 
deo seruientibus in ecclesia sancti Andree de Norh’t [1] 
molendinum de Hardingstorn’ quod dicitur Cotes meln’ 
pro animabus antecessorum meorum et pro salute anime 
mee et Matild(is) regine uxoris mee.  

Preterea concedo et confirmo omnes donaciones quas 
Simon comes et Matild(is) uxor sua et barones et alii 
homines terre mee eisdem monachis dederunt in ecclesiis 
in decimis in terris uel in aliis rebus, et [2] nominatim 
omnes ecclesias de Norh’t cum omnibus rebus ad eas 
pertinentibus et in eadem uilla terram trium carucarum et 
tres dalos prati et unum hulmum, et [3] de firma eiusdem 
uille XX s(olidos) per annum ad festum sancti 
Mich(aelis), et [4] hospites manentes extra uetus 
fossatum uille liberos et quietos ab omnibus 
consuetudinibus ipsius uille, et [5] communem pasturam 
ipsius uille, scilicet propriis bestiis eorum et hominum 
suorum residencium super terram eorum.  

Et [6] in Huntendon’ X s(olidos) unoquoque anno.  
Et [7] terram de Stoteberia, scilicet duas hidas et 
quicquid comes Simon habuit in dominio [8] in 

Henricus rex Angl(orum) iustic(iis) uicecom(itibus) 
baron(ibus) ministris et omnibus fidelibus suis francis et 
anglis salutem.  

Sciatis me dedisse et concessisse monachis de Caritate in 
ecclesia sancti Andree de Norhampt’ deo seruientibus [1] 
molendinum de Hardinston’ quod dicitur Cotes meln’ 
pro anima patris matrisque mee et pro anima Willelmi 
regis fratris mei et pro salute anime mee et Matild(is) 
regine uxoris mee.  
Preterea concedo et confirmo omnes possessiones eorum 
quas Simon comes et Matild(is) uxor eius et alii homines 
mei illis dederunt in ecclesiis in decimis in terris, in aliis 
rebus, et [2] nominatim ecclesiam omnium Sanctorum de 
Norhampton’ et omnes ecclesias eiusdem uille cum 
omnibus appendiciis suis, et in eadem uilla terram trium 
carucarum et tres dalos prati et unum hulmum, et [3] de 
firma eiusdem uille XX s(olidos) per annum ad festum 
sancti Mich(aelis), et [4] hospites manentes in terra 
eorum extra uetus fossatum uille liberos et quietos ab 
omnibus consuetudinibus eiusdem uille, et [5] 
communem pasturam eiusdem uille, scilicet propriis 
bestiis eorum et hominum suorum residentium super 
terram eorum.  
Et [6] in Huntend’ X s(olidos) unoquoque anno.  
Et [7] Stoteberiam, scilicet duas hidas terre et quicquid 
comes Simon habuit in dominio [8] in Hardinstorn’ et [9] 

Henricus rex Angl(orum) et dux Norm(annorum) 
archiepiscopis episcopis abbatibus com(itibus) baronibus 
iustic(iis) uic(ecomitibus) ministris et omnibus fidelibus 
suis tocius Anglie salutem.  
Sciatis me concessisse et confirmasse monachis de 
Caritate deo seruientibus in ecclesiam sancti Andree de 
Norh’t  

omnes terras et ecclesias et possessiones et tenuras suas 
quas Simon comes eis dedit et quicquid eis postea in 
elemosinam datum est, [2] uidelicet omnes ecclesias de 
Norh’t cum omnibus appendiciis suis et in eadem uilla 
terram trium carucarum et tres dalos prati et unum 
hulmum, et [3] de firma eiusdem uille XX s(olidos) per 
annum ad festum sancti Michael(is).  

Et [7] Stotesberiam et [8] in Hardinstor et [9] in 
Haclinton’ quicquid Simon comes habuit in dominio, 
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Hardyngstorn’ et [9] in Haclynton’ et [10] nouum 
molendinum de Hardingestorn’ quod dicitur Rismelne et 
[11] ecclesiam eiusdem uille et decimam totam cum 
omnibus rebus ad eam pertinentibus. Et [12] ecclesiam 
de Bragef[[eld et totam dec]]imam et terram ad eam 
pertinentem et [13] ecclesiam de Extona et totam 
decimam et quicquid Walterus capellanus ibidem tenuit 
et [14] duas partes tocius decime de Ierdele.  
Et [15] in Bertona et Dodinton’ et Toteham medietatem 
decime annone et totam decimam bestiarum et [16] 
tertiam partem totius decime de Quenton’ et Stratton’ et 
Haringwrth’ et Fodringeya. Et [17] in Dauentreia tertiam 
partem decime annone et totam decimam equarum. Et 
[18] duas partes tocius decime dominii de Stiuetleia et 
[19] duas partes tocius decime de Pottona et in eadem 
uilla duas uirgatas terre et XX acras de brueria. Et [20] 
XX s(olidos) per annum de molendinis de Paxton’ ad 
uinum emendum ad missas qui semper debent reddi ad 
Pasch. Et [21] de Bertona tres summas frumenti ad 
oblatas faciendas et [22] duas partes decime dominii de 
Wllauston’ et [23] duas partes decime dominii de Thorp. 
Et [24] ex dono Pagani ecclesiam de Rihal’ cum 
omnibus rebus ad eam pertinentibus, et in eadem uilla 
unam carucatam terre et unum molendinum. Et [25] ex 
dono Grimbaldi ecclesiam de Multon’ cum tota decima 
et [26] decimam Bundonis et in eadem uilla carucatam 
terre. Et [27] ex dono Achardi duas partes decime 
dominii de Sprotton’. Et [28] ex dono Ogeri decimam de 
Houton’.  
[33] Quare uolo et firmiter precipio quod idem monachi 
teneant bene et in pace et honorifice omnes homines suos 
et terras suas et omnes res suas liberas et quietas ab 
omnibus geldis et [[scot(tis)]] et auxiliis et 
consuetudinibus et placitis et querelis cum saccha et 
socha [[et toll]] et theam et infangenethief et cum 
omnibus libertatibus suis tam infra [[burgum]] quam 
extra. [34] Precipio eciam quod ministri ipsorum 
monachorum sint quieti apud [[Norh’t]] necnon per 
totam Angliam de thelonio et passag’ et omni 
consuetudine de rebus que ad usus proprios monachorum 

in Haclinton’ et [10] nouum molendinum de 
Hardingstorn’ quod dicitur Riscmeln’ et [11] ecclesiam 
eiusdem uille et totam decimam cum omnibus 
appendiciis suis. Et [12] ecclesiam de Bragefeld’ et 
ipsius ecclesie terram et decimam et [13] ecclesiam de 
Exton’ et decimam et quicquid Walterus capellanus 
ibidem tenuit et [14] duas partes decime de Gerdele.  

Et [15] in Berton’ et Dodinton’ et Toteham medietatem 
decime annone et totam decimam bestiarum et [16] 
tertiam partem totius decime de Ouerton’ et Stratton’ et 
Haringwrth’ et Fodringeia. Et [17] in Dauentreya tertiam 
partem decime annone et equarum totam decimam. Et 
[22] duas partes decime de Vllauston’ et [23] duas partes 
decime de Trop, et [19] duas partes decime de Potton’ et 
in eadem uilla duas uirgatas terre et XX acras de brueria. 
Et [20] XX s(olidos) de molendin(is) de Paxton’ ad 
uinum emendum ad missas qui semper debent reddi in 
Pasca. Et [18] duas partes decime dominii de Stiuelai. Et 
[24] ecclesiam de Rihale’ cum omnibus appendiciis suis 
ex dono Pagani, et molendinum quod ipse fecit ibidem, 
et in eadem uilla terram ad unam carucam. Et [25] 
ecclesiam de Multon’ cum tota decima et [26] decimam 
Bundonis et terram ad unam carucam ex dono 
Grimbold(i). Et [27] decimam de Sprotton’ ex dono 
Achard(i). Et [28] decimam de Hotton’ ex dono Ogerii.  

[35] Quare uolo et firmiter precipio quod idem monachi 
teneant omnia predicta bene et in pace libere et 
honorifice et quiete in bosco et plano in pratis et pascuis 
in molendinis et stagnis et aquis in uiis et semitis infra 
burgum et extra cum soca et saca et toll’ et theam et 
infangeneth’. Et prohibeo super hoc ne aliquis eis 
iniuriam uel contumeliam faciat.  

[11] ecclesiam de Hardinstor’ et totam decimam cum 
omnibus pertinenciis suis [1] ex donacione mea 
molendinum de Cotes, [12] ecclesiam de Braufeld et 
totam decimam et terram ad eam pertinentem, [13] 
ecclesiam de Exton’ et totam decimam et [14] duas 
partes tocius decime dominii de Gerdele et [29] duas 
partes tocius decime dominii de Esseby et [18] duas 
partes tocius decime dominii de Stiuetle.  
Et [15] in Berton’ et Dodinton’ et Toteham medietatam 
decime annone et totam bestiarum et [16] terciam partem 
tocius decime de Ouerton’ et Stratton’ et Haringord’ et 
Fodring’ et [17] in Dauentreia terciam partem decime 
annone et totam decimam equarum et [22] duas partes 
decime dominii de Wllauston’ et [23] duas partes decime 
dominii de Throp et [24] ecclesiam de Rihale cum 
omnibus pertinenciis suis et in eadem uilla unam 
carucatam terre et unum molendinum et [25] ecclesiam 
de Multon’ cum totam decimam et [26] decimam 
Bundonis et in eadem uilla carucatam terre et [27] duas 
partes decime dominii Achard(i) de Sprotton’ et [28] 
decimam Otgeri de Hocton’ et [19] duas partes tocius 
decime domini de Potton’ et in eadem uilla duas uirgatas 
terre et XX acras de brueria Et [30] ecclesiam de Thorp 
cum omnibus pertinenciis suis et [31] in Scaldeford’ 
unum molendinum et XIIII uirgatas terre et dimidiam et 
in [32] Acleia V uirgatas et dimidiam et XXX acras de 
inlanda et in bosco pascua centum porcorum et 
aisiamenta sua in bosco.  

[33] Quare uolo et firmiter precipio quod idem monachi 
teneant omnia predicta bene et in pace et honorifice et 
omnes homines suos et terras et omnes res suas liberas et 
quietas ab omnibus geldis et scotis et auxiliis 
consuetudinibus placitis et querelis cum soca et saca et 
tol’ et theam et infangenethief et cum omnibus 
libertatibus suis tam infra burgum quam extra. [34] Et 
sint quieti ministri ipsorum monachorum apud Norh’t et 
per totam Angliam de toloneo et passag’ et omni 
consuetudine de omnibus rebus que ad usus 
monachorum proprios pertinuerint. Et prohibeo super 
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pertinuerint. Et prohibeo super forisfacturum meum ne 
aliquis hominibus uel rebus predictorum monachorum 
aliquas iniuriam uel contumeliam faciat uel nouis 
aliquibus consuetudinibus grauet.  
Teste Matild’ regina, Anselmo archiepiscopo Cant’, 
Roberto episcopo Linc’, Roberto episcopo Cest’, 
Iohanne episcopo Baioc’, Rannulph(o) episcopo 
Roucestr’, Rannulpho cancell(ario), Maur(icio) episcopo 
London’, Willelmo comite de Warenne, Roberto comite 
de Mellent. Apud Westmonasterium. 

Teste Matild’ regina, Anselm(o) archiepiscopo Cant’, 
Roberto episcopo Lincolniensi, Roberto episcopo 
Cestrie, Iohanne episcopo Luxou’, Iohanne episcopo 
Baioc’, Gunnulph’ episcopo Roucestr’, Rann’ 
cancellario, Maur(icio) episcopo Lond’, Willelmo comite 
de Warenne, Roberto com(ite) de Mellent’, Dauid fratre 
regine, Roberto de Ferrar’. Apud Westm’.

forisfacturam meam ne aliquis hominibus uel rebus 
predictorum monachorum aliquam iniuriam uel 
contumeliam faciat uel nouis aliquibus consuetudinibus 
grauet.  
Teste Matild’ regina, Anselm(o) archiepiscopo Cant’, 
Roberto episcopo Linc’, Roberto episcopo Cestrie, 
Iohanne episcopo Baioc’, Gondolph(o) episcopo 
Rofens’, Ranulph(o) cancellario, Mauricio episcopo 
London’, Roberto comite de Mellend, Willelmo comite 
de Warenne. Apud Westm’. 
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00†  Second general confirmation 

SUPPOSED ORIGINAL: BL Add. Ch. 57166 (Bishop 326, scribe ‘not identified’, 290–
95 wide × 170 mm, plica 30 mm, single 30 mm slit through plica for sealing-tag; 
tag and seal gone [A]. Not a chancery hand, script dated by Webber to s. xiimed–
s.xii2/2. 
ENDORSEMENT: ‘h ij’ (later medieval). 
CARTULARY COPIES: BL MS Royal 11 B. ix (s. xiiiex), fol. 18r–v (old fol. xiiijr–v) 
(‘Henr(ici) reg(is) de ecclesia sancti Sepulcri et confirmacio ecclesiarum terrarum 
possess’’) [B]; ibid. fol. 20r–v (old fol. xvjr–v) (no rubric) [C]; BL MS Cotton 
Vespasian E. xvii (s. xv), fol. 16r–v (old fol. 13r–v) (‘Carta Henrici primi de 
confirmacione omnium possessionum nostrarum tam temporalium quam 
spiritualium’) [D]; ibid. fols. 17v–18r (old fols. 14v–15r) (‘Confirmacio regis 
Henrici primi de ecclesia sancti Egidii Northampton’ una cum aliis rebus et 
possessionibus ad easdem ecclesias pertinentibus’) [E].  
ANTIQUARY TRANSCRIPTS: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 79, verso of second unnumbered 
leaf between fols. 12 and 13 (abbreviated) [‘fo. 14.b.’, from E]; Bodl. MS 
Dodsworth 100, fol. 6v (as in MS Dodsworth 79); BL MS Lansdowne 828, fol. 
135r (old fol. 131r) (copy by John Stephens, early 18th cent.) [St Giles version, 
from one of cartulary copies, probably Vespasian]. 
PRINTED: Dugdale, i. 682 [‘In registro S. Andr. de Northampton penes Iohannem 
Theyer, fol. 14a’, i.e. B], repr. Monasticon, v. 192a (no. ix); S. J. Madge, Moulton 
Church and its Bells (London, 1895), 57 (no. iv) (abstract) [from Monasticon]. 
CALENDAR: Farrer 454; Regesta 1317.

H(enricus) rex Angl(orum)a Rob(erto) Linc(olie) episcopo 
et Dauid com(iti) et omnibus baronibus et fidelibus suis 
salutem. Sciatis me dedisse et concessisseb monachis de 
Caritate in ecclesia sancti Andree de Norhamton’ deo 
seruientibus [1] ecclesiam sancti Sepulchric dque estd in 
eadem uilla cum quattuor acris de dominio meo pro anima 
patris mei et matris mee et pro animabus antecessorum 
meorum. Et preterea concedo et confirmo omnes 
possessiones eorum quas Simon comes et Matild(is) uxor 
sua et alii barones et homines mei eis dederunt in ecclesiis, 
in decimis, in terris, siue in aliis rebus, et nominatim [2] XL 
sol(idos) quos habent per annum in Bedeford’ ex dono 
Matild(is) comitisse, et [3] unam carucatam terre et unum 
molendinum in Scaldeford que Rob(ertus) filius Vital(is) 
eis dedit in liberam elemosinam. Et preter hoc in eadem 
uilla X uirgatas terre et quartam partem unius uirgate, quas 
ipsi emerunt ab eodem Rob(erto) ita libere tenendas sicut 
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ipse tenet terram suam. Et [4] in Molton’ duas uirgatas terre 
quas ipsi emerunt a Grimbold(o) ita libere tenendas sicut 
ipse tenet terram suam. Et ex dono eiusdem Grimb(oldi) 
decimam de molendino quod dicitur Canchesmeln’. Et [5] in 
Acheleia XXX acras terre et paisonem centum porcorum et 
communem pasturam que Rob(ertus) filius Lancel(ini) 
dedit eis in liberam elemosinam. Et preter hoc in eadem 
uilla V uirgatas terre et dimidiam, quas emerunt ab eodem 
Rob(erto) ita libere tenendas sicut ipse tenet terram suam.
Et [6] in Wendliburg’ unam uirgatam terre ex dono Ilberti 
de Cugenh(o) in liberam elemosinam. Et [7] terram de 
Foxel’ ex dono Adelulfi in elemosinam. Et [8] ecclesiam et 
terram de Neweton’ cum omnibus appendiciis suis ex dono 
Anscher(i) de Chanci. Et [9] duas partes decime Roger(i) de 
Isham et in eadem uilla decimam duarum uirgatarum terre 
ex dono Hardewini de Hargedon. Et [10] duas partes decime 
Walterii de Preston et Wtton. Et [11] in Hargedon’ duas 
partes decime Engelrammi. Et [12] in Flora decimam 
Willelmi filii Burchard(i). Et [13] in Braibroc’ decimam 
Willelmi. Et [14] in Chislingebir’ decimam Walterii de 
Liner†. Et [15] in Herueleston’ duas partes decime Rob(erti) 
de Armentar’. Et [16] in Norhamton’ domum Werrici que est 
in foro et domos Rob(erti) Huuet cum omni teneura sua eet 
domos Walcherif cum tota teneura suae. Preterea concedo 
quod [17] homines eorum de Norhamton’ qui sunt residentes 
in terra eorum a fossatis burgi usque ad fossatum eorundem 
monachorum et usque ad aquam sint liberi et quieti ab omni 
consuetudine eiusdem uille. [18] Et uolo et firmiter precipio 
quod ipsi monachi teneant omnia predicta bene et in pace et 
libere et honorifice et quiete in bosco et plano, in pratis et 
pascuis et molendinis et stagnis et aquis, in uiis et semitis, 
infra burgum et extra, cum sacha et socha et tholl et theam 
et infangenthief. Et prohibeo gne aliquis super hocg eis 
iniuriam aut contumeliam faciat. T(estibus) Rob(erto) 
episcopo Cestr(ie), Heru(eo) episcopo de Ely, Rann(ulfo) 
cancellar(io) et Gaufrid(o) de Glinton et Rad(ulfo) Basset, 
Hug(one) de Legrec(estria). Apud Norhamtonam. 
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a sic ABC ] Anglie DE  b concessisse et dedisse BD 
c Egidii over erasure A ] Sepulchri BD ] Egidii CE d–d om. CE  e–e om. E  
f Walcheri AC ] Walteri BD g–g super hoc ne aliquis BD 

Henry king of the English to Robert bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and all his 
barons and sworn men greeting. Know that I have given and granted to the monks 
of La Charité serving God in the church of St Andrew of Northampton [1] the 
church of the Holy Sepulchre (St Giles) which is in the same vill with four acres of 
my demesne for the soul of my father and of my mother and for the souls of my 
predecessors. And moreover I grant and confirm all their possessions which Earl 
Simon and his wife Matilda and my other barons and men gave to them in 
churches, in tithes, in lands, or in other things, and especially [2] 40 shillings 
which they have yearly in Bedford by gift of Countess Matilda and [3] one carucate 
of land and one mill in Scalford which Robert fitz Vitalis gave to them in free alms. 
And besides this in the same vill 10 virgates of land and a quarter part of one 
virgate which they bought from the same Robert, to be held as freely as he himself 
holds his land. And [4] in Moulton two virgates of land which they bought from 
Grimbald, to be held as freely as he himself holds his land. And by the gift of the 
same Grimbald the tithe of the mill which is called Canchesmelne. And [5] in 
(Great) Oakley 30 acres of land and pasture for 100 pigs and the common pasture 
which Robert fitz Lancelin gave to them in free alms. And besides this in the same 
vill 5½ virgates of land which they bought from the same Robert to be held as 
freely as he himself holds his land. And [6] in Wellingborough one virgate of land 
by gift of Ilbert of Cogenhoe in free alms. And [7] the land of Foxley by the gift of 
Adelulf in alms. And [8] the church and land of Newton with all its belongings by 
gift of Amfrey de Chauncy. And [9] two parts of the tithe of Roger of Isham and in 
the same vill the tithe of two virgates of land by gift of Hardwin of Harrowden. And 
[10] two parts of the tithe of Walter of Preston and Wootton. And [11] in 
Harrowden two parts of the tithe of Ingram. And [12] in Flore the tithe of William 
fitz Burchard. And [13] in Braybrooke the tithe of William. And [14] in Kislingbury 
the tithe of Walter de Lunel. and [15] in Harlestone two parts of the tithe of Robert 
de Armenters. And [16] in Northampton Werrick’s house which is in the market and 
the houses of Robert Huuet with all his tenancy and the houses of Walcher with all 
his tenancy. Furthermore I grant that [17] their men of Northampton who are living 
in their land from the ditches of the borough as far as the ditch of the monks and as 
far as the water shall be free and quit of all custom of the vill. [18] And I will and 
firmly command that the same monks shall hold all the foresaid well and in peace 
and freely and honourably and quietly in wood and field, in meadows and pastures 
and mills and ponds and waters, in ways and paths, within borough and without, 
with sake and soke and toll and team and infangthief. And I forbit anybody upon 
this (my writ) to do them injury or contumely. Witness Robert bishop of Chester, 
Hervey bishop of Ely, Ranulf the chancellor and Geoffrey de Clinton and Ralph 
Basset, Hugh of Leicester. At Northampton. 

DATE: The apparent date is 1114 × 1122: after David of Scotland was created earl 
of Northampton, Christmas 1113 (ASChr); before January 1123 when both Ranulf 
the chancellor and Robert Bloet died. Assigned to 26 March 1122 by the editors of 
Regesta, on the basis of the report in ASChr that the king spent Easter of that year 
at Northampton. 
ADDRESS: The bishop of Lincoln, Earl David, and all barons and sworn men, 
apparently a truncated county address. 
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WITNESS: Robert bishop of Chester, Hervey bishop of Ely, Ranulf the chancellor, 
Geoffrey de Clinton, Ralph Basset, Hugh of Leicester. The witnesses are very 
similar to those of the two versions of Regesta 1318. Franklin postulates that 
Robert Peche may have called himself ‘of Chester’ to differentiate himself from his 
predecessor Robert Limesey, usually described as ‘of Coventry’, but there is 
insufficient evidence to be sure (M. J. Franklin, EEA 14 Coventry and Lichfield 
1072–1159, p. lvi). 
PLACE: Northampton. 
CONTEXT: Another general confirmation with many specified parcels. There is 
almost no overlap with the properties specified in the other two general 
confirmations printed here, nor with Henry II’s general confirmation.  
[1] For the churches in Northampton held by St Andrew’s, see 000, Regesta 832 § 
1. The substitution of the church of St Giles for what was written previously is easy 
to see, and it is difficult to imagine anybody being taken in. It is not possible to 
read what was originally written. Each cartulary contains two copies of the act, one 
referring to Holy Sepulchre, the other to St Giles, but as there were presumably two 
supposed originals in the priory’s archives, this does not on its own imply that the 
forgery originally confirmed Holy Sepulchre. However, four acres in the king’s 
demesne were associated with the church of Holy Sepulchre in 000, not in Regesta, 
making it almost certain that the words erased were ‘sancti Sepulcri’. The name of 
St Giles was presumably substituted when the priory’s right in that church was 
contested, in circumstances which do not seem to have been recorded. 
[2] The gift of the rent in Bedford does not appear in other confirmations. If the gift 
was indeed made in her own name by Matilda as countess, it was probably made 
during her widowhood of c. 1111 × c. 1113 and in memory of Earl Simon. The 
account of the feudal tenure of Bedford given in VCH Beds, iii. 1–33, does not 
mention the interest of the earls of Northampton or King David, but there is 
copious evidence for it. Domesday, however, does not record that Countess Judith 
held anything in Bedford. A writ of David I, datable ‘1124 × 1131, probably 1126 
× 1127’ commands Reginald de Bull’ to pay the monks of Northampton 40s 
annually from the rents of Bedford, specifying payment at Easter and Michaelmas, 
but gives no details as to the origin of the gift. Whoever succeeded Reginald as 
minister was to continue the payment (Barrow, David I, 66, no. 26). A similar gift 
was made to Nostell priory. Here the evidence is a charter of King David datable 
1131 × 1135, confirming a rent of 40s from the king’s rents in Bedford ‘sicut 
Matildis regina uxor mea ante obitum suum eidem ecclesie prefatum redditum 
concessit, Henrico filio meo hoc idem concedente et attestante’ (Barrow, Regesta 
Scottorum, i. 155, no. 37; idem, David I, 76–7, no. 47). Earl Henry, perhaps in 
1140, ordered his steward to give 40s annually from the farm of Huntingdon to the 
priory, in place of his mother’s alms in Bedford which the earl had given to Hugh 
de Broi (Barrow, David I, no. 95). In 1161 × 1164 King Malcolm IV granted all his 
rents from the third penny in Bedford to Elstow abbey, on condition that the nuns 
paid 40s annually to Nostell and the same to the monks of St Andrew in 
Northampton (Barrow, Regesta Scottorum, i. 238–9, no. 204). Barrow postulates 
that King David’s gift to Nostell of 3 marks (the equivalent of 40s) annually from 
‘the mine of Carlisle’, i.e. the silver mines at Alston, ‘quousque alibi illis inde 
escambium reddam’, was to compensate the canons for the loss of the rent from 
Bedford during the period 1141–52 when King David and Earl Henry had lost 
control of the borough (ibid. 111, 156, nos. 39–40), but there is no evidence for a 
similar compensatory gift to the monks of St Andrew. The 40s rent in Bedford is 
mentioned in Henry II’s general confirmation to St Andrew’s of 1155 × 1158, but 
the donor is not named (H2/1939). Simon earl of Northampton returned and 
granted (‘reddidi et concessi’) to the monks the rent of 40s in Bedford ‘quas pater 
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meus dedit et concessit in perpetuam elemosinam de redditu de Bedeford’ (Cotton 
Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 8r). The rubric identifies the earl as Simon III. 
[3] For Scalford and Robert fitz Vitalis see 000, Regesta 833 § 31 (Version II only). 
[4] For Grimbald and his property, see 000, Regesta 832, § 24. The land in Moulton 
and the mill described here do not appear in the other confirmations. VCH 
Northants, iv. 253a, identifies Canchesmeln with ‘Quyn Johns alias Quingeons 
mills alias Nunne mills’ in Hardingstone, and states erroneously that the tithes were 
given to Delapré abbey by Grimbald, citing Henry II’s confirmation to St 
Andrew’s. The mill was in the king’s hands from 1196 until 1199, when it was 
given to Earl David. 
[5] For Robert fitz Lancelin’s gift in Great Oakley, see 000, Regesta 833 § 32 
(Version II only). 
[6] In 1086 Norgot held 1 virgate of the bishop of Coutances in Wellingborough; 
Crowland abbey held 5½ hides; Hugh held ½ hide of the countess; Gilbert held ½ 
virgate of her, which belonged to (Great) Doddington (DB, i. 220d, 222c, 228c, 
229a; §§ 4. 19, 11. 5, 56. 23, 56. 53). The Northamptonshire survey lists 5½ hides 
of the fee of Crowland; 3 great virgates held by Nicholas of Cogenhoe of the fee of 
King David; 1 hide held by the earl of Leicester (VCH Northants, i. 382a). Ilbert 
took his name from Cogenhoe, where Norgiold held 3 virgates of the countess 
Judith and 3½ virgates of Guy of Raimbeaucourt in 1086 (DB, i. 227a, 229a; 
Northants §§ 41. 9, 56. 58). The Northamptonshire survey has William holding 1½ 
hides and 1 virgate in Cogenhoe (VCH Northants, i. 376a). Ilbert of Cogenhoe 
witnessed an act of King David in 1124 × 1131, and can doubtless be identified 
with the Ilbert who witnessed two other charters of David (Barrow, David I, 64–7, 
nos. 23, 25 and 28). Farrer, Honors and Knights’ Fees, ii. 388–90, gave several 
further references to Wellingborough and the Cogenhoe family, but did not 
establish a descent. 
[7] Foxley was held as four parts of ½ hide by one Ralph of the count of Mortain in 
1086 (DB, i. 223c; Northants § 18. 39). The Northamptonshire Survey lists ‘the 
monks of Northampton’ as the tenants of six small virgates in Foxley (VCH 
Northants, i. 373a). The ‘land in Foxley which Adelulf held’ was included in Henry 
II’s confirmation (H2/1939), but there is no clue to Adelulf’s identity. 
[8] For Amfrey de Chauncey’s gift in Newton, see 000, Regesta 1156. 
[9] The bishop of Coutances, Guy de Raimbeaucourt, and Eustace (of Huntingdon) 
held in chief in Isham in 1086 (DB, i. 220c, 226d, 228a; Northants §§ 4. 8, 41. 5, 
55. 1). In 1086 Hardwin, described as ‘Walkelin’s man’, held 1 hide and 1 virgate 
in Harrowden of the bishop (DB, i. 220c; Northants § 4. 7). In view of the 
association here with Hardwin of Harrowden, it is possible that Roger held of the 
bishop of Coutances, whose tenant in 1086 was Walkelin. Hardwin does not appear 
elsewhere in the Northamptonshire folios of Domesday Book. The priory held a 
pension of 18s in Isham church in 1291 (Taxatio, 39a). See also the 
Northamptonshire survey entry for Isham, VCH Northants, i. 382b. For Ramsey 
abbey’s claim in Isham, see W2/Ramsey, notes to 000, 000, Regesta 288b, 383. 
The priory had  
[10] Walter is doubtless to be identified with Walter fitz Winemar, a witness to one 
of Earl Simon’s foundation charters for the priory (Monasticon, v. 190, no. ii). In 
1086 Winemar held of Countess Judith in several places, including 3 virgates in 
Preston (Deanery) and 1 hide in Wootton (DB, i. 229a; Northants §§ 56. 57c, 57f). 
He also held one hide of the Bishop of Coutances in Preston (Deanery) (DB, i. 
220d; Northants § 4. 16). Walter fitz Winemer attested two charters of Earl David 
for the church of Glasgow (Barrow, David I, 53–4, 60, nos. 3, 15). He is recorded 
in the Northamptonshire Survey as holding 1 hide and 1 virgate of the fee of King 
David, and ½ hide ‘of the fee of Olney’ in Preston (Deanery) (VCH Northants, i. 
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375b). Walter fitz Winemar, with the consent of Olanna his wife, and Gilbert and 
Hugh his heirs, gave to the priory the church of (Little) Billing, with two virgates of 
land in the same vill and the tithes of Preston, Wootton, and Trop (MS Cotton 
Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 55r, whence MS Dodsworth 100, fols. 12r, 31r, noted Baker, 
Northants, i. 28). Bishop Hugh’s confirmation to St Andrew’s included ‘two parts 
of the tithe of Walter fitz Winemer in Trop, and two parts of the tithes of the same 
Walter in Wootton’ (Monasticon, v. 191b, no. viii; D. M. Smith, EEA 4 Lincoln 
1186–1206, 87, no. 130). Smith identified Trop as Kingsthorp (Northants), for 
which see 000, Regesta 832 § 30; Farrer, Honors and Knights’ Fees, i. 95, suggests 
Rothersthorpe (Torp in 1086), which is more likely, as Winemer held ½ hide there 
of Geoffrey Anselin in 1086 (DB, i. 227b; Northants § 44. 2). A priory account roll 
of 1455–6 includes receipts from Rydersthrop (Monasticon, v. 189a, citing BL 
Harley Roll K. 7). For Walter fitz Winemar’s successors in Wootton, see Farrer, 
Honors and Knights’ Fees, i. 95–99. 
[11] Ingram does not appear in the Domesday or Northamptonshire Survey entries 
for Harrowden. Bishop Hugh’s confirmation of 1186 × 1192 includes ‘duas partes 
totius decime dominii Henrici de Cogenho in Horrowden’ (Monasticon, v. 191b, 
no. viii; EEA 4 Lincoln 1186–1206, 87, no. 130). Henry was presumably a 
descendant of Nicholas of Cogenhoe, who held a hide in Harrowden at the time of 
the Northamptonshire Survey (VCH Northants, i. 383a). The abbot of Sulby was 
paying the priory a pension from the rectory of Great Harrowden at the Dissolution 
(Lands of Dissolved Houses, iii. 51). 
[12] Baker made an abstract of William fitz Burchard of Flore’s charter giving two 
parts of his tithe in Flore and 10s from the tenement of Richard fitz Thurstan de 
Metene (MS Top. Northants c. 5, pp. 526–7, citing MS Royal 11 B. ‘fo. 67. b’, now 
fol. 68v). A confirmation to St Andrew’s by Gerald Disel, with the consent of his 
wife (Cecilia) and brothers Walter and Warner, of 10s rent in Flore given by 
William, son of Burchard of Flore was noted by Farrer, Honors and Knights’ Fees, 
i. 44, citing Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 139r, old fol. 129r (whence Bodl. MS 
Dodsworth 100, fol. 43r). Farrer’s notes suggest that William held the tenancy of 1 
hide and 1 virgate in Flore that in 1086 had been held by Olbald of Gunfrid de 
Chocques (DB, i. 227d; Northants § 48. 14). The church of Flore was given to 
Merton priory (Surr) (Baker, Northants, i. 156). In 1291 St Andrew’s priory had a 
pension of 20s in Flore church and 14s rents in Flore (Taxatio, 39b, 55a). The prior 
of Merton was paying 20s annually to the priory for its tithes of Flore in 1535 
(Valor, iv. 314a; Lands of Dissolved Houses, iii. 51, no. 375).  
[13] There were several holdings in Braybrooke in 1086. Among them Robert de 
Bucy had holdings of a half and a third of one hide, and Countess Judith had one 
holding of half a virgate and another of one hide and one virgate (DB, i. 225c, 
228b–c; Northants §§ 30. 11–12, 56. 10, 31). William’s tithe cannot at present be 
linked to any of these holdings, nor those in the Northamptonshire Survey (VCH 
Northants, i. 384b). Prior Reginald (not named in Heads i or ii) gave St Andrew’s 
tithes in Braybrooke to Daventry priory in exchange for 4s annually (Ctl. Daventry, 
306–307, no. 923). 
[14] The count of Mortain held ½ hide and Gilbert de Gent 3½ hides in 
Kislingbury, some four miles west of Northampton, in 1086 (DB, i. 223c, 227c; 
Northants §§ 18. 46, 46. 1). In 1235–6 the Gent fee included four knights’ fees in 
Kislingbury and Heyford (Fees, 494). Walter Luvel, or Lunel, granted and 
confirmed to the priory two parts of the tithe from 8 virgates in Kislingbury (Cotton 
Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 117r–v). Bishop Hugh’s confirmation of 1186 × 1192 
includes two-thirds of the tithes of Walter Luvel in Kislingbury (Monasticon, v. 
191b, no. viii; EEA 4 Lincoln 1186–1206, 87, no. 130). The post-Dissolution 
accounts record a payment to the priory from ‘Kyshyngburn in Harmynters and 
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Lynylles’ (Lands of Dissolved Houses, iii. 51, no. 375; cf. Valor, iv. 313b), 
referring to the Armenters and Lunell or Luvell manors in Kislingbury, described 
by Baker, Northants, i. 210–11. See § 15. 
[15] For St Andrew’s interest in the tithe of Harlestone, see Baker, Northants, i. 
170. Bishop Hugh’s confirmation of spiritual property to St Andrew’s includes two 
thirds of the demesne tithes of Richard de Heyford in Harlestone (Monasticon, v. 
191b, no. viii; EEA 4 Lincoln 1186–1206, 87, no. 130). In 1291 the priory had a 
share of 10s in the revenues of Harlestone church (Taxatio, 39b–40a). The original 
donor may have been related to Robert de Armenters, who appears as an 
Oxfordshire thane in 1086, holding a house in Ewelme (DB, i. 56c; Berks § B. 9). 
Robert de Armenters was a witness to a deed of Gilbert de Gant, made c. 1085, 
mentioned in the Abingdon chronicle (Chr. Abingdon II 16; ed. Hudson, ii. 18–21). 
Henry de Armenters, with the consent of Isabel his wife, Robert his brother, and 
David his heir, gave to the priory a mill in Kislingbury, which lies about 4 miles 
south of Harlestone (MS Cotton Vespasian E. xvii, fol. 115r–v). The mill at 
Kislingbury was included in Henry II’s confirmation of 1155 × 1158 (H2/1939). 
David de Armere held 10 fees of Earl Simon (de Senlis) in 1166 (RBE, 383). Earl 
Simon was then holding the Gant fee by right of his wife Alice, daughter and heir 
of Gilbert de Gant, earl of Lincoln.  
[16] Nothing is known of the property in Northampton described here. 
[17] The wording here indicates that the priory originally stood outside the 
boundary of the town: see Headnote. 
[18] The quare uolo clause follows that in 000, Regesta 833, version II. 
AUTHENTICITY: Not authentic. The apparent date is earlier than the script of the 
pseudo-original. It is unlikely that this was copied from an earlier authentic act. 
Most, if not all, of the general confirmations in the name of Henry I specifying 
multiple parcels are fabricated. Here the apparently truncated county address is an 
added reason to be suspicious, as is the expression liberam elemosinam, which 
appears also in 000, Regesta 1156. There is almost no overlap with the parcels in 
the various versions of 000, Regesta 833. §§ 3, 5, concerning Scalford and Great 
Oakley, appear in different words in 000, Regesta 833, version III only, suggesting 
that the present act was drawn up in place of making yet further additions to that 
document. The similarity of the quo warranto clauses suggests that 000, Regesta
833, Version II was used as a template. In turn, this act itself has been ‘improved’. 


