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LONLAY ABBEY 

Benedictine abbey of St Mary 

County of Orne : Diocese of Le Mans; Province of Tours 
Founded about 1020 

The Benedictine abbey of Lonlay (dép. Orne) was founded c. 1020 by 
William I de Bellême. Both Dugdale and Du Monstier printed William’s 
foundation charter from an inspeximus by Peter II de Valois (1340–
1404), count of Alençon, dated 29 September 1400, in an inspeximus by 
Henry V dated at Rouen, 11 April 1420.1 The abbey had two daughter 
houses in England: Folkestone priory in Kent, founded by Nigel de 
Monville and his wife Emma in 1095 (Monasticon, iv. 673–5, no. ii); and 
Stogursey priory in Somerset, apparently founded by William of Falaise 
early in the reign of Henry I. While Folkestone survived the dissolution 
of alien priories in the fifteenth century (VCH Kent, ii. 236–8), 
Stogursey did not. In 1439 £25 a year was being paid from Stogursey’s 
estates to Humfrey, duke of Gloucester, and by March 1441 the estates in 
Somerset had been assigned to Henry VI’s new foundation of Eton 

1 Norman Roll 8 Henry I pt 1, C64/13, mem. 7; Dugdale, i. 989–90; repr. Monasticon, 
vi. 1095–6; Du Monstier, Neustria Pia, 424–7. Carte, Catalogue des Rolles Gascons, 
Normans et François, i. 343 and DKRep 42 (1881), App. p. 370 provide the precise 
reference; parts of the inspeximus, but not William’s charter itself, are printed at 
Foedera, ix (London, 1729), 871. 
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college.2 Further details are given at VCH Somerset, ii. 169–71 and 
Stogursey Charters, pp. xiii–xviii. The priory church of St Andrew at 
Stogursey retains early features, including its capitals, ‘decidedly Early 
Norman in character’ and the style of the crossing, which ‘makes a date 
not many years before 1100 likely’ (Pevsner, Somerset: South and West
(22014), 582–3). 

Our understanding of the foundation of Stogursey priory depends 
on the false deed printed below, which was produced half a century or 
more after its apparent date of 1100 × 1102. By this deed William of 
Falaise and his wife Geva gave to Lonlay abbey the church of St Andrew 
of Suntinstoch and other specified property in Devon, Somerset, and 
Wales. The deed was subscribed by King Henry himself, by members of 
the king’s court, and by members of William’s family and household. 
Although the deed does not specify the foundation of a priory, the 
precedence of Stogursey (Stoche) in the Domesday list of William of 
Falaise’s Somerset lands and the siting of Stogursey castle a short 
distance from the church indicate that it was given with that intention. 
Several of the subscribers’ names are corrupt, which suggests that they 
were copied from a diploma: annotations to signa are commonly difficult 
to make out. It is likely that this diploma was an act of William of 
Falaise conveying property to Lonlay, but its original tenor is 
irrecoverable. 

Domesday Book records that William of Falaise held in chief in 
Dorset, Somerset, Wiltshire, and Devon in 1086. Using the evidence of 
the Stogursey foundation deed, Maxwell Lyte determined that Geva, 
wife of William of Falaise, had previously been married to Martin, and 
that the Robert fitz Martin mentioned in the deed was her son by this 
marriage. Geva was the daughter and heiress of Serlo de Burci, a 
Domesday tenant in Dorset, Somerset, and Wiltshire. The lands held by 
Serlo de Burci in 1086 passed to the descendants of Robert fitz Martin as 
did some of those held by William of Falaise, leading to the supposition 
that William had gained them for his life by right of his wife. Other lands 
held in 1086 by William of Falaise passed through his daughter Emma’s 
marriage to William I de Courcy to their Courcy descendants, and 

2 VCH Somerset, ii. 170–71, citing Patent Roll 19 Hen. VI pt 8 [recte pt 3; see CalPat 
1436–1441, 556], mem. 20 and Bishop Beckington’s register, fol. 12; Henry VI’s 
charter, dated 25 March 1441, containing a list of Eton’s endowments is printed from 
‘Pat. 19 Henry VI pt 2 [sic], m. 20’ at Monasticon, vi. 1435–7 (no. iii) and includes £25 
6s 8d from the farm of Stoke Courcy priory and its possessions in Somerset. 
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subsequently, in the thirteenth century, to the Neville family.3 Other 
lands passed through Sybil, another daughter of William of Falaise, to 
the FitzUrse family.4 The vill called Stoche in 1086 became Stoke 
Courcy, to differentiate it from other vills of the same name, and 
subsequently Stogursey. William and Geva’s gifts to Lonlay included 
churches and tithes from vills that were later held by the Courcy family 
(Stogursey, Lilstock) and the FitzUrse family (Williton), and also from 
vills held afterwards by FitzMartin (Cockington, Tregrug).  

A cartulary of Lonlay abbey (Stein 2227) survived into the first half of 
the nineteenth century but has since been lost. In the 1830s it was in the 
possession of Monsieur Caillebote of Domfront, when Léchaudé d’Anisy 
copied three charters of Henry II and one of Richard I from it 
(PRO31/8/140B pt 2, pp. 93–95). Vincent’s edition of the charters of 
Henry II reports several other abstracts from the lost cartulary.5 These 
have not been examined. Some material from the Lonlay archive passed 
to the Archives Départementales de l’Orne, in Alençon, but the surviving 
originals were described by Round, Cal. France, 247n, as ‘few and 
unimportant’. The archive was listed by L. Duval, Inventaire-sommaire 
des archives départementales. Orne. Serie H, 5 vols (Alençon, 1891–
1910), vol. i, pp. iv–v, and nos. H 462–508, 3339, 5567–9. 

Little has survived from the archive of Folkestone priory. 
Dodsworth could print only William of Avranches’ confirmation of the 
foundation charter, apparently from King’s Remembrancer, Memoranda 
Roll, 4 Henry IV (1402–1403), E159/179, ‘rot. 10 in dorso’ (Dugdale, i. 
560–62, repr. Monasticon, iv. 673–5, via Bodl. MS Dodsworth 75, fol. 
37r–v). A roll produced in the early 15th century, perhaps connected 
with the Remembrancer enrolment, includes an act of William of 
Avranches with later charters of confirmation (Davis 408, from the 
muniments of the earl of Radnor, now Whitfield (Dover), East Kent RO, 
EK/U270/Q4). 

The archive of Stogursey priory has fared better than those of 
Lonlay and Folkestone. The priory’s muniments passed with its estates 

3 Maxwell Lyte, ‘Burci, Falaise and Martin’, passim. For the descent of Stogursey see 
Farrer, Honors and Knights’ Fees, i. 104–107; VCH Somerset, vi. 136–8; Sanders, 
English Baronies, 15, 143. 
4 See Maxwell Lyte, ‘Burci, Falaise and Martin’, 4–6; idem, ‘Fitzurse’, Somersetshire 
Archaeological and Natural History Soc. Proceedings 68, 4th ser. 8 (1923 for 1922), 
93–104; Stogursey Charters, pp. xx–xxi, xxvii, nos. 8–9. 
5 See also Gérard Louise, ‘Recherches sur le cartulaire perdu de l'abbaye bénédictine de 
Lonlay (Basse-Normandie, Orne)’, Le Domfrontais médiéval 15 (2000), 4–13. 
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to Eton College c. 1440–41. The surviving documents were edited by T. 
D. Tremlett and N. Blakiston in 1949. They include William of Falaise’s 
deed printed below, and several other documents of the twelfth century. 
There is also a fourteenth-century cartulary-roll which provides 
transcripts of a number of early documents, only some of which survive 
in the original (Stogursey Charters, 42–53, no. 51; Davis 932). 
Dodsworth cannot have known of the early acts at Eton, for he printed 
abstracts from the cartulary roll from a roll in the archive of the King’s 
Remembrancer (Dugdale, i. 577, repr. Monasticon, vi. 1013, no. i; 
apparently from King’s Remembrancer, Memoranda Roll, 6 Henry IV, 
E159/181, via Bodl. MS Dodsworth 75, fol. 40r).6

About forty twelfth-century deeds have survived from the 
Stogursey archive, mainly in the original, but few of them date from the 
first half of the century. Conspicuous by its absence is anything in the 
name of Robert fitz Martin, supposedly Geva’s son by a previous 
marriage, or of William I or II de Courcy. Besides the false foundation 
deed, only two other deeds in the Stogursey archive have apparent date 
before c. 1150 and these are also forgeries. The earliest by apparent date 
(c. 1120 according to Tremlett and Blakiston) is an act by William fitz 
Humfrey and Emma his wife, daughter of William of Falaise, giving the 
advowson of the church of Wootton [Courtenay]. William of Falaise 
held 3 hides in Wootton in 1086 (DB, i. 96d; Som § 27. 2). Our 
knowledge of the deed derives from a copy in the Stogursey cartulary 
roll, as the original is lost. After giving the advowson of Wootton to ‘deo 
et sancte Marie de Lonl’ et monachis deo et sancto Andree [sic in roll] 
apud Stokes’ it grants and confirms ‘omnia dona que Willelmus de 
Falesia pater predicte Emme sponse mee dedit iamdictis monachis sicut 
carta donacionis quam habent ab ipso Willelmo et carta confirmacionis 
quam habent a rege Henrico’, thereby providing a measure of evidence 
for a lost act. This deed though, is also a forgery, produced no earlier 
than the reign of Henry II (Stogursey Charters, 46–7, no. 51 (9); see note 
on 000 below, not in Regesta). An act of Robert, bishop of Bath, of 
apparent date 1136 × 1158, survives as an original. It confirms William 
of Falaise’s grants to the abbey of Lonlay in so far as they lay within his 
bishopric, as well as the previously-described gift by William fitz 
Humfrey and his wife Emma and her husband of the advowson of the 
church of Wootton (Eton College Muniments, ECR/6/1; Stogursey 

6 The reference may be incorrect. MS Dodsworth 75 gives ‘Adhuc recorda de termino 
sancti Michaelis anno R. H. 4, rot. 38’. The extract immediately follows the Folkestone 
record taken from the roll of 4 Henry IV. 
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Charters, 4–5, no. 4; EEA 10, no. 37). This too is a forgery, written in a 
script of the early thirteenth century. One is left with the impression that 
during the reign of Henry II and later Stogursey’s written evidence for its 
possessions was found to be entirely inadequate, and so the monks set 
about improving their muniments by forging early acts and by obtaining 
confirmations, though there is no evidence that Henry II himself ever 
confirmed the priory’s possessions. 

Among the later documents is a confirmation by Pope Innocent 
III, dated 11 June 1204, for ‘the prior and monks of St Andrew of 
Sthokes’, which survives as an original at Eton and also as a transcript in 
the papal registers (Potthast 2239; Cal. Papal Registers, i. 17–18; 
Stogursey Charters, 75, no. 151; Cheney & Cheney, Letters Innocent III, 
no. 565; Sayers, Original Papal Documents, no. 30). It specifies the 
possessions of the priory at that date but does not name any of the 
donors. 

The early royal acts for Lonlay, with its dependencies at Folkestone and 
Stogursey may be summarised as follows. From the reign of Henry I we 
have the false charter of William of Falaise, ostensibly subscribed by the 
king, and a supposed lost act of confirmation, mentioned in another 
forgery. No royal acts have survived from the reign of Stephen. There 
are five acts in the name of Henry II, all for Lonlay (H2/1661–1664a). 
These come mainly from the lost cartulary, although one act survives 
through the inspeximus dated 11 April 1420 in Norman Roll 8 Henry V 
pt 1, C64/13. A single act of Richard I for Lonlay has survived via the 
lost cartulary (Landon 307). 

Neustria Pia, 423–9; Gallia Christiana, xiv. 493–6; L. de la Sicotière, ‘L’abbaye et 
l’église de Lonlay’, Memoires de la Société des antiquaires de Normandie 12 (1840), 
264–99; H. Sauvage, Notre-Dame de Lonlay: son abbaye de l’ordre de Saint-Benoît, 
ses monuments, son histoire (Domfront, 1865); M. Woodward, The Past and Present of 
the Parish Church of Folkestone (London, 1892); W. H. P. Greswell, ‘The alien priory 
of Stoke Courcy’, Proceedings of the Somersetshire Archaeological and Natural 
History Society 43 (1897), pt 2, 62–83; Round, Cal. France, 247–8; H. C. Maxwell 
Lyte, ‘Burci, Falaise and Martin’, Somersetshire Archaeological and Natural History 
Soc. Proceedings 65, 4th ser. 5 (1920 for 1919), 1–27; T. D. Tremlett & N. Blakiston, 
Stogursey Charters, Somerset Record Soc. 61 (1949 for 1946); G. Hubert, ‘Les prieurés 
anglais de l’abbaye de Lonlay’, Bulletin de la Société historique et archéologique de 
l’Orne 41 (1922), 190–207; M. Baylé, ‘Les chapiteaux de Stogursey (Somerset) ancien 
prieuré de Lonlay-L’Abbaye’, Bulletin Monumental 138 (1980), 405–416; V. Gazeau, 
Normannia monastica: Prosopographie des abbés bénédictins (Xe–XIIe siècle) (Caen, 
2007), 177–81.
. 
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00† Purported deed of William of Falaise, subscribed by 
King Henry, giving St Andrew’s church, Stogursey 
(Som), and other properties and tithes to Lonlay 

PURPORTED ORIGINAL: Eton College Muniments, ECR 6/A, 211 mm wide × 125–34 
mm, uneven bottom margin, plica 13 mm wide at centre, tapering to nothing at sides, 
single 24 mm slit for seal tag, 2 × 97 mm, slightly wider where seal was. Position of 
seal (lost) on tag clearly visible, circular, 56 mm diameter, green colouring [A]. Main 
text, but not annotations to signa, written slightly above ruled lines. The signa, which 
do not pretend to be autograph, are interlineated as if an afterthought. The script is of s. 
xii2/2. ENDORSEMENTS: ‘Guillelmus de Falesia et Geva domina’ (apparently in the hand 
of the main script); ‘Blaqueforde de’ (s. xiii); ‘L. Hull’’, ‘Thom’ de Hulle’ (? s. xiv). 
CARTULARY COPIES: Eton College Muniments, ECR 6/48 (cartulary roll of Stogursey 
priory, s. xiv in., Davis 932), (‘Dominus Willelmus de Faleisia’) (Stogursey Charters, 
43, no. 51 (5)); another copy, ibid. (Stogursey Charters, 43, no. 51 (4)), in an 
inspeximus by John de Neville, datable 1234 × 1236 (‘Iohannes de Nouilla’). 
PRINTED: H. C. Maxwell Lyte, ‘Report on the manuscripts of Eton college’, HMC 9th 
Report (1883–4), i. 349–58, at p. 355b (English abstract) [from cartulary roll]; 
Greswell, ‘Stoke Courcy’, 79 [from HMC 9th Report]; Farrer, Honors and Knights’ 
Fees, i. 104 [from HMC 9th Report]; Maxwell Lyte, ‘Burci, Falaise, and Martin’, 26–7) 
[from a transcript of A supplied by ‘the provost of Eton’, i.e. M. R. James]; Stogursey 
Charters, 1 (no. 1) [from A]. 
CALENDAR: Not in Farrer; not in Regesta. 

Ego Willelmus de Faleisia cum uxore mea Geua damus [1] 

ecclesiam sancti Andreę de Suntinstoch cum tota terra 
pertinente ad ecclesiam sancte Marie Longiledi et cum una 
hidra terre et cum tota decima parrochie et cum omnibus 
decimis omnium rerum quas ibi possidemus etiam cum [2] 

decima gabuli tocius terre nostre quam aqua que dicitur Perret 
ab oriente secludit et totam decimam eiusdem uille scilicet 
equarum atque pecudum et [3] duas partes decime Coquintone 
et [4] totam decimam unius falde de Combe et [5] duas partes 
decime Wiletonie et [6] duas partes decime Lulinstoche abbati 
Rannulfo et monachis eius tam successoribus quam modo 
presentibus pro salute regis Henrici et animarum nostrarum et 
parentum predecessorum et successorum nostrorum. Damus 
etiam [7] totam decimam de Tientone et [8] ecclesiam in Gal’ 
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cum tota decima parrochie cui nomen est Treigru concedente 
Roberto Martini filio. Concedimus etiam [9] pastu(ram) 
peccoribus ipsorum in omni loco ubi nostra fuerint et ligna 
usui eorum necessaria in silua que dicitur Canthoc et [10] 

capellationem nostre domus quantum in uilla fuerimus. Hec 
autem omnia tam libere concedimus quam quiete a rege 
tenemus. Si quis autem hanc donationem minuerit uel iterum 
terram illam ab ecclesia conuerterit in omni generatione sine 
obliuione deleatur nomen eius et cum iustis non scribatur in 
eternum. + S(ignum) H(enrici) regis. + S(ignum) H(enrici) 
comitis de Garg’. + S(ignum) Heonis dapiferi. + S(ignum) 
Rog(eri) Pic(tauiensis). + S(ignum) comitis Symon. + 
S(ignum) Rog’ de Ferr(ariis). + S(ignum) Will(elmi) de 
Fales’. + Emma. + Sibile. + Mili Crispini. + Geue uxorisb

W(illelmi). + Willelmi filiic Vnfredi. + Roberti pincernarii. + 
Herberti militis. 

a for Rob’  b uxororis A c fillij A 

I William of Falaise with my wife Geva give [1] the church of St Andrew of Suntinstoch 
with all its land to the church of St Mary, Lonlay, and with one hide of land and with 
the whole tithe of the parish and with all tithes of all things which we possess there; 
also with [2] the tithe of gavel of all our land which the river called Parrett encloses on 
the east and the whole tithe of the same vill, that is, of horses and also cattle and [3] 
two parts of the tithe of Cockington and [4] the whole tithe of one fold of Combe 
(Martin) and [5] two parts of the tithe of Williton and [6] two parts of the tithe of 
Lilstock to Abbot Rannulf and his monks as well successors as those now present for 
the salvation of King Henry and of our souls and our relatives’, predecessors’ and 
successors’. We give also [7] the whole tithe of Tientone and [8] the church in Wales 
with the whole tithe of the parish of which the name is Tregrug, Robert fitz Martin 
granting. We grant also [9] pasture for their livestock in every place where ours shall 
be and wood necessary for their use in the wood called Quantock and [10] the 
capellatio of our household when we are in the vill. And all these things we grant as  
freely and quietly as we hold of the king. And if anyone shall diminish our gift or shall 
divert that land from the church, may his name be forgotten in every generation without 
fail and may it not be written with the just in eternity. + Signum of King Henry. + 
Signum of Henry earl of Warwick. + Signum of Heonis dapifer. + Signum of Roger the 
Poitevin. + Signum of Earl Simon. + Signum of Roger de Ferrers. + Signum of William 
of Falaise. + Emma. + Sybil. + Miles Crispin. + Geva, William’s wife. + William fitz 
Humfrey. + Robert the butler. + Herbert the knight.
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DATE: The apparent date is 1100 × 1102. Miles Crispin died in 1107, so the intended 
date would appear to be before the rebellion of Roger the Poitevin in 1102. Roger is not 
known to have attested between 1102 and 1109. 
ADDRESS: No address.  
PLACE: No place-date. If the signa were copied from an authentic diploma, that diploma 
must have been given in England. 
WITNESS: Some of the witness names are not well copied. H(enry) earl of Garg’ is 
presumably intended for Earl Henry of Warwick. Heonis may be either Haimo or Eudo 
dapifer. Roger de Ferrers, not otherwise named in charters of Henry I, is probably an 
error for Robert de Ferrers. Emma and Sybil were daughters of William of Falaise; 
William fitz Humfrey was Emma’s husband. Robert the butler and Herbert the knight 
were presumably tenants or members of the household of William of Falaise. 
PLACE: Not stated. 
CONTEXT: This is the supposed foundation charter of Stogursey priory, written at least 
50 years after its apparent date. It is not well drafted. The beneficiary is given twice, as 
‘the church of St Mary, Lonlay’ and as ‘Abbot Rannulf and his monks as well 
successors as those now present’. The parcels form two separate groups, §§ 1–6 and §§ 
7–10, as is not uncommon in foundation charters compiled from previous grants. The 
property given in § 2 appears to overlap with that specified in § 1, and it is unclear what 
‘eiusdem uille’ refers to. The witness list, though corrupt, appears well-informed. The 
deed mentions Abbot Rannulf of Lonlay, who is said to have been appointed in 1078. 
Gazeau gives his last appearance as witness to an act of 1097 × 1106. If the evidence of 
the present false act is accepted, he survived into the reign of Henry I (Gallia 
Christiana, xvi. 493–4; V. Gazeau, Prosopographie des abbés bénédictins (xe–xiie

siècle), Normannia Monastica 1 (Caen, 2007), 178–9. The anathema is a variant on 
‘Deleatur nomen eius de libro viventium, et cum iustis non scribatur’ (Psalm 68: 29), 
used occasionally in charters.  

A deed of confirmation by ‘Willelmus de Corcy dapifer domini regis Anglie’, 
probably datable 1185 × 1187, follows the present act closely, before adding further 
properties. The sentence ‘Hec autem omnia tam libere concedimus quam quiete a rege 
tenemus’ is replaced by a quare volo clause and the anathema is omitted. The gifts 
confirmed are introduced as ‘omnia dona predecessorum meorum sicut eorum carte et 
munimina protestantur’: the individual donors, including William of Falaise, are not 
mentioned (Stogursey Charters, 7–8, no. 7; William IV de Courcy did not come of age 
until 1185–6; the witness Philip I de Columbers was dead by 1187 and his heir Philip II 
apparently in wardship; Farrer, Honors and Knights’ Fees, i. 107, 139). This suggests 
that the present act existed to serve as a model by 1187 at the latest. 
[1] In 1086 William of Falaise held a manor of 4½ hides in Stogursey (Stoche), which 
heads the list of his manors in Somerset in Domesday Book (DB, i. 96c; Som § 27. 1). 
The name Suntinstoch occurs only here and in the confirmation by Reginald FitzUrse, 
where it is given as Sutinstoche and appears both as the location of the gifted church 
and as the home of the brethren (Stogursey Charters, no. 8). There were several local 
settlements sharing the element ‘stoche’ in their names, which were perhaps once part 
of a single unit (VCH Somerset, vi. 132b). The thesis that Sutinstoche is an error for 
Lulinstoche ought not be ruled out; the initial capitals ‘S’ and ‘L’ are sometimes 
confused at this date—see, for example, the facsimile of Count Stephen’s foundation 
charter for Furness, where Lauigneio is written for Sauigneio (Northampton RO, Finch-
Hatton MS 170 (Hatton’s book of seals), fol. 90r). If so, it might be postulated that the 
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present act used a diploma granting Lilstock church as its template. The priory certainly 
held Lilstock church in later years (§ 6).  
[2] Domesday Book records three vills between Stoche and the River Parrett: 
Woolstone, Stockland, and Otterhampton. The three vills contained seven separate 
holdings of which the chief lords were Roger of Courseulles, William de Mohun, Ralph 
Paynel, Alfred de Ispania, and Osmer, king’s thane (DB, i. 93b–c, 95c, 96d, 97b, 99b; 
§§ 21. 17–18, 26; 25. 1; 31. 1; 35. 6; 47. 25). It does not appear that any of these 
holdings subsequently passed to William of Falaise. His holding in this area is perhaps 
indicated by a narrow strip of land included in the medieval parish of Stogursey, which 
stretched along the coast to Stert Island at the mouth of the Parrett (VCH Somerset, vi. 
66, 130–31). 
[3] William of Falaise held 3 hides in demesne in Cockington in 1086 (DB, i. 111a; 
Devon § 20. 10). Cockington was held by Roger of Cockington of Nicholas fitz Martin 
in 1242–3 (Fees, 768). The chapel at Cockington was given to St Dogmaels abbey by 
Robert fitz Martin at an uncertain date and subsequently passed to Torre abbey 
(H1/Tiron). 
[4] Combe is doubtless Combe Martin, where William of Falaise held 2 hides and 1 
virgate in 1086 (DB, i. 111a; Devon § 20. 1). It too was later held by Nicholas fitz 
Martin (RHundred, i. 66a, 95a).  
[5] The king held Williton in 1086 (DB, i. 86c; Som § 1. 6). William of Falaise’s gift of 
‘duas partes decime garbarum de dominio de Weletonia’ was confirmed by Reginald 
FitzUrse in the mid-twelfth century, so the vill had presumably passed through William 
of Falaise’s daughter Sybil to her daughter Matilda, wife of Richard fitz Urse (VCH 
Somerset, v. 151). Williton was in the hands of the FitzUrse family in 1350 (CalIPM, x. 
390, no. 561).  
[6] Ansger the cook held 5 hides in Lilstock of the king in 1086 (DB, i. 98c; Som § 46. 
16). Stogursey priory later acquired the church of Lilstock, but the donor is not known. 
The gift is first indicated in ‘1162 × 1171’, when William fitz William de Courcy, with 
his wife Gundreda, confirmed the gifts of his attauus William de Falaise, William fitz 
Humfrey, William de Courcy his grandfather and William his father, including the right 
to present to the church of Lilstock (Stogursey Charters, no. 5). Like the church of 
Stogursey given by the present act and Stogursey priory, Lilstock church was dedicated 
to St Andrew, though the dedication is not recorded until 1532 (VCH Somerset, v. 106–
107, citing F. W. Weaver, Wells Wills, Arranged in Parishes, and Annotated (London, 
1890), 100). A fee in Lilstock was held by John de Neville in 1303 (Feudal Aids, iv. 
304). John was a descendant of Joan de Courcy, wife of Hugh de Neville of Essex 
(VCH Somerset, v. 104a). The proximity of Lilstock to Stogursey, and the possession 
of both advowsons by the same institution was doubtless the cause of the confusion as 
to whether Lilstock was a separate parish or merely a chapelry of Stogursey (VCH 
Somerset, v. 103a, 106; ibid. vi. 154–5). 
[7] The tithe of Tientone is noticed only here, in the forged confirmation in the name of 
Robert bishop of Bath, of apparent date 1136 × 1158 (Stogursey Charters, no. 4; EEA
10, no. 37), and in William de Courcy’s confirmation of ‘1171 × 1187’ (Stogursey 
Charters, no. 7). Tientone has been identified with Kingsteignton, which was a royal 
manor in 1086 (DB, i. 100b; Devon § 1. 10). There is, however, no trace of a Falaise, 
Courcy, Neville, or FitzMartin interest in Kingsteignton, and a gift of tithe in that place 
ought to have been confirmed by the bishop of Exeter rather than the bishop of Bath. 
Nor does there seem to be any viable alternative in the bishopric of Bath and Wells. 
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[8] The place appears to be Tregrug in Monmouthshire, later Langybi, for which see the 
note in H1/Tiron. The church of Tregrug was given to St Dogmaels abbey by a deed in 
the name of Robert fitz Martin, but by 1155 × 1183 the church of Langybi and the tithe 
of Tregrug was in the hands of Robert ab Eli the dean (Crouch, Llandaff Episcopal 
Acta, no. 28; Crouch identifies Robert as rural dean of Gwent). 
[9] Stogursey is within three miles of the upland area of the Quantock Hills, lying to the 
south-west. The evidence for the pre-Conquest royal hunting ground of Quantock 
Forest is analysed by H. Riley, The Historic Landscape of the Quantock Hills
(Swindon, 2006), 82–3. 
[10] The word written here as capellatio is given in subsequent deeds of confirmation 
as kapellaia (Stogursey Charters, no. 7), capellania (ibid. no. 51 (9)), and capellacio
(ibid. no. 37). DMLBS marks the word capellatio as sensu dubio and cites only one 
occurrence, i.e. the Monasticon copy of the King’s Remembrancer abstract from the 
Stogursey cartulary roll. The form capellania means chaplaincy: the intention seems to 
be that when the family was resident at Stogursey the prior would have the privilege of 
providing private ministry. 
AUTHENTICITY: This is certainly not an authentic contemporary production. The errors 
show that this document was produced by a scribe who was unfamiliar with the names 
of the supposed subscribers, and the script dates from half a century or more after the 
apparent date. Teresa Webber writes: ‘This kind of handwriting is rather familiar and 
certainly dates from somewhere in the second half of the twelfth century. In general, the 
combination of somewhat set handwriting coupled with elongated ascenders and 
descenders is anachronistic in English handwriting that purports to date from the first 
half of the century. I don't think it is from later than the twelfth century, however. The 
treatment of the elongated ascenders is particularly helpful here, as there is an absence 
of the characteristic techniques widely used by the earlier thirteenth century to execute 
them: a more controlled anticlockwise entry stroke at the top, and a clockwise serif at or 
below the top at the left. Instead, their somewhat awkward appearance is rather 
common in the handwriting of the first generation or so of scribes who incorporated this 
conspicuous feature in their writing of charters.’ Might the act be a straightforward 
copy of an authentic deed? This is unlikely. As discussed under Context, the deed 
appears to be a somewhat confused compilation from a number of different sources. 
The names may have come from a diploma of some description: annotations to signa 
are frequently difficult to read, which would account for the mistakes. The details of 
any exemplar, and the detailed reasons for the production of this forgery, are elusive. It 
is worthy of note that another Stogursey deed, dated ‘temp. H. II’ by Tremlett and 
Blakiston, has a similarly shaped plica, though the script is very different (Stogursey 
Charters, 24, no. 28; ECR 6/26).  

00†  Supposed lost act confirming the gift of William of 
Falaise 

SOURCE: Purported deed of William fitz Humfrey and Emma his wife giving the 
advowson of the church of Wootton [Courtenay], and confirming all the gifts of 
William of Falaise, Emma’s father; Eton College Muniments, ECR 6/48 (cartulary roll 
of Stogursey priory, s. xiv in., Davis 932). 
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PRINTED: Stogursey Charters, 47, no. 51 (9). 
CALENDAR: Not in Farrer; not in Regesta. 

[. . .] Preterea concessimus eis et confirmauimus presentis scripti 
munimine omnia dona que Willelmus de Falesia pater predicte Emme 
sponse mee dedit iamdictis monachis sicut carta donationis quam habent 
ab ipso Willelmo et carta confirmationis quam habent a rege Henrico 
testantur [. . .]  

[. . .] Moreover we have granted to them and we have confirmed by the corroboration of 
the present writing all the gifts that William of Falaise, father of the said Emma, my 
wife, gave to the foresaid monks, as the deed of gift which they have from the same 
William and the charter of confirmation which they have from King Henry witness [. . .]

DATE: The apparent date of the supposed act of Henry I is 1100 × 1130. It must have 
been given before William fitz Humfrey and Emma’s confirmation. The apparent 
terminus ad quem of that act, however, is not easy to determine and depends on 
whether William fitz Humfrey was married to Emma before or after her marriage to 
William de Courcy. Tremlett and Blakiston were not clear on the matter. In their note to 
William of Falaise’s charter William fitz Humfrey is said to have been her first 
husband, but in the note to Robert of London’s confirmation of William fitz Humfrey’s 
gift of Wootton, they make him her second husband, citing Farrer (Stogursey Charters, 
2, 23, nos. 1, 27; Farrer, Honors and Knights’ Fees, i. 134). William fitz Humfrey 
attested Henry’s charters twice only: in 1100 × 1105 (000, Regesta 729 for Hawise, 
wife of William Mauduit) and in 1103 × 1108 (000, Regesta 874 for Romsey abbey); 
William de Courcy attested about a dozen of the king’s acts, starting very early in the 
reign, but he cannot be shown to have attested after 1111; neither man attested for 
William II. If we could be sure that William fitz Humfrey was Emma’s husband in 
1100 × 1102, the apparent date of the false Stogursey foundation charter which he 
witnessed, and that the William de Courcy who witnessed Abingdon charters c. 1110 
was Emma’s husband, the order would be clear. Neither of these things can be 
assumed. Farrer placed William fitz Humfrey as second husband, reasoning that 
Richard of London’s interest in Somerset in 1160 and Robert of London’s later interest 
in Wootton might be explained if Richard was a son of this second marriage. It is not 
difficult, however, to propose alternative explanations for this interest in the event that 
William fitz Humfrey were Emma’s first husband—for example Richard could have 
married a daughter of the couple or been the son of a daughter. Emma of Falaise 
appears in the Wiltshire account for 1129–30, when she was  pardoned 10s 4d by the 
king’s writ (PR 31 Henry I, 22). She was presumably then a widow, and it is reasonable 
to assume that this widowhood came after her two marriages rather than between them. 
ADDRESS, WITNESS, PLACE: Not copied. 
CONTEXT, AUTHENTICITY: William fitz Humfrey’s deed refers to William of Falaise’s 
deed and Henry’s charter as separate documents, so  Henry’s ‘charter of confirmation’ 
cannot mean the king’s attestation to William’s deed. Certain phrasing in William and 
Emma’s deed, ‘dedimus et concessimus et nostra presenti carta confirmauimus’ and ‘in 
puram et perpetuam elemosinam liberam et omnino quietam ab omni  . . .’ show that it 
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was almost certainly drawn up in the reign of Henry II or later. It is highly unlikely that 
Emma was then still married to William fitz Humfrey, so it seems the deed is a forgery. 
Its evidence for a lost royal act is therefore of little moment. It is plausible, perhaps, 
that the forger had in his mind the lost document that provided the signa attached to the 
false foundation charter in the name of William of Falaise. 


