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BRECON PRIORY 

Benedictine priory of St John the Evangelist; 
dependency of Battle Abbey 

Lordship of Brecon : Diocese of St Davids 
Founded c. 1095 × c. 1105 

The exact date of the foundation of Brecon priory is unknown. The 
Chronicle of Battle Abbey, ed. Searle, 86–9, places Bernard de 
Neufmarché’s initial gifts in Brecknockshire to Battle among events 
from the reign of William I, ‘at about the same time’ (‘eo etiam 
tempore’). Bernard de Neufmarché, however, reached Brecon only in 
1091. John of Worcester tells us that ‘Rhys, king of the Welsh, was 
killed in battle in Easter Week (17–23 April 1093) near the castle of 
Brecknock. From that day kings ceased to rule in Wales’ (ed. McGurk, 
iii. 64–5). This passage has been used to provide the latest date for the 
construction of castle, but it is slight evidence. The Welsh revolt of 
1094–6 prevented Bernard from immediately securing his possession of 
Brycheiniog: it is said in the Brut y Tywysogyon (Peniarth MS 20, ed. T. 
Jones, 20), that Brycheiniog did not do homage to its Norman lord until 
1096 and even after that ‘the French led frequent raids into Brycheiniog 
and thought to destroy the land completely’.1 Orderic notes of Bernard 

1 See W. Rees, ‘The Mediaeval lordship of Brecon’, Transactions of the Honourable 
Society of Cymmrodorion (1915–16), 165–244, esp. pp. 171–5, for Bernard de 
Neufmarché’s conquest of Brycheiniog. 
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de Neufmarché that he ‘fought against Rhys, a Welsh king; and after 
killing him built a castle at Brecon, and for many years held the kindom 
of the Welsh whose capital is called Talgarth. He also built a church in 
honour of St John the Evangelist in his fortified town, and placed monks 
in it, granting them the tithes of all his possessions’ (Orderic, VI 8; ed. 
Chibnall, iii. 254–5). The Battle chronicle describes the development of 
the priory in some detail: 

About the same time a certain fellow, of the king’s barons, Bernard, a splendid 
man, surnamed de Neufmarché, at the passionate entreaty of one Roger, a 
Battle monk who had by chance been staying with him for some time, gave to 
the church of St Martin [of Battle], free, and with all appurtenances, a certain 
possession called the ‘old town’ and the church near it, of St John the 
Evangelist, situated outside the wall of his castle at Brecon in Wales. Brother 
Roger set to work as a colonist, rebuilding it from the very foundations with 
enormous care and labour. He associated with himself another monk of his 
abbey, called Walter, a man of great common sense. He constructed living 
quarters there, and in the meantime by prayer or gift he acquired a few 
possessions of lands and tithes for the place from the neighbours. Faithful to his 
commission to the limit of his ability, this indefatigable man strove to return to 
his mother church many times enlarged the talent of the little possession 
entrusted to him. Now, as time was going on, and the brethren were devoting 
themselves wholly to the good of the place, it happened that Agnes, the wife of 
Bernard, chanced to be taken ill, and gave them out of her inheritance and with 
the assent of her husband, a certain hamlet situated in England outside Wales, 
called Berrington, wholly free and quit in eternal possession and thus, little by 
little, by the generosity of Bernard as well, in lands, mills, churches and tithes, 
the possessions of this church were increased. When, by confirmation of royal 
authority and by that of the aforesaid Bernard, the place and all its possessions 
were recognised as the right of Battle abbey, Walter was made prior by the 
abbot and convent of Battle abbey. They decided that servants of God from 
among the monks of that church should join the community to carry on divine 
office there according to the rule, and that as a recognition of subject status they 
should pay the church of Battle annually a part of their revenue, namely twenty 
shillings. 

The earlier of Bernard de Neufmarché’s two deeds for Battle abbey, 
datable 1102 × 1105 and subscribed by Henry I, is printed below. It 
gives the church of Brecon and other spiritual and lay property to the 
abbey, and it confirms gifts of lands and tithes made by Bernard’s 
followers. The deed appears to consolidate a series of gifts made 
previously, perhaps over a period of years. There is no clause requiring 
the monks of Battle to establish a priory in Brecon, but we can hardly 
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doubt that this was Bernard’s intention. Brecon was the caput of his fee 
in Wales, and we may imagine that he saw a house of monks in the town 
as an essential symbol of his success. It has been suggested that 
Bernard’s foundation near to the site of his victory over Rhys ap Twedwr 
was inspired by William I’s founding of Battle abbey on the site of his 
triumph over King Harold. Thus, it seems, the initial gifts towards the 
foundation of Brecon priory were made c. 1093 × c. 1105, though it may 
have been some years later when monastic life began on the site. 

Although the cartulary of Brecon has been lost, a substantial corpus of 
material has survived through enrolment and antiquary transcription 
from the cartulary. This was sufficient for Richard W. Banks to produce 
an edition of the cartulary, first printed in 1882–3. There is a great deal 
of twelfth-century material, most of which dates from c. 1155–1200. 
Among the earlier documents are the two deeds of Bernard de 
Neufmarché; eight deeds of Bernard’s grandson Roger, earl of Hereford 
1143–1155; and three acts of Bernard, bishop of St Davids 1115–1148.2

Apart from the two documents discussed below, no twelfth-century royal 
acts for Brecon are known. The church of St John of Brecon was 
included in general confirmations for the mother house, St Martin of 
Battle, in the names of Henry I (000, Regesta 1896), Stephen (Ste/51), 
and Henry II (H2/134), but all of these are considered forgeries. A 
general confirmation for Battle by Pope Alexander III, dated 16 March 
1174, however, appears to be authentic: it includes ‘ecclesiam sancti 
Iohannis de Brechennoch cum terris et decimis et omnibus ad eam 
pertinentibus . . . et cellam Brechennoch cum uniuersis pertinentiis suis’ 
(Holtzmann, ii. 345, no. 212). 

The two acts of Bernard de Neufmarché are compared in the 
table below. There can be little doubt that the act subscribed by Henry I 
was the earlier of the two, for the other includes additional gifts and 
arranges for an exchange of lands for Llanvihangel, which Bernard had 
given in the earlier act. It was the later deed that was repeatedly enrolled 

2 There is nothing in the name of Bernard’s son-in-law Miles of Gloucester, whose 
interest in the foundation seems to have been extremely limited. He is not mentioned in 
his son Earl Roger’s confirmations, but the general confirmations by Roger’s brothers 
Walter the constable, Henry of Hereford, and Mahel of Hereford all include ‘que pater 
meus dedit’, but do not specify Miles’s contribution (Ctl. Brecon, 79–83). Miles’ only 
known benefaction appears in Henry of Hereford’s gift of 3s annually for light in the 
church, made ‘pro Godefrido coco faciendo monacho’, which mentions a further 2s 
‘quos pater meus Milo comes ad luminare eiusdem ecclesie similiter dedit’ (Ctl Brecon, 
80).  
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and presented for episcopal confirmation. The additional properties it 
named were presumably seen as more important than the king’s 
subscription.3

The cartulary or register of the priory survived the Dissolution 
but cannot now be found. There is conflicting information about its 
former owners. Walker, ‘Brecon priory’, 63, without reference, says that 
the cartulary ‘together with a number of original documents, passed from 
the possession of the monks to Sir John Price at the Dissolution, who, as 
a notable antiquary, valued them considerably more than many of his 
contemporaries’. It is indeed likely that Sir John Prise owned the 
manuscript, as he was the first post-Dissolution owner of the site of the 
priory buildings, but no explicit evidence of his possession has been 
found. Prise certainly owned books that had been at the priory, and he 
transcribed an agreement between the priories of Brecon and St Guthlac 
in Hereford concerning the tithes of Bodeham from an original ‘apud 
nuper prioratum Brechon’ tempore dissolucionis eiusdem’ (Ker, ‘Sir 
John Prise’, The Library 5th ser. 10 (1955), 1–23, at pp. 15 (P. 4), 23 (P. 
23); Oxford, Balliol Coll. MS 271 (cartulary of St Guthlac’s, Davis 484), 
fol. 9). 

Four sets of transcripts from the lost cartulary are known. All are 
apparently independent of each other, but there is nothing to suggest that 
they were not each taken from the same register.4 Notes by White 
Kennett (1660–1728), bishop and antiquary, are at BL MS Lansdowne 
958, art. 20, fols. 141r–143r, old fols. 144r–146r, under the heading 
‘Libro prioratus s. Iohannis Euang’ Breckon’ in diocesi Meneuensi MS’. 
Kennett cites two documents ‘ex cartulario prioratus s. Iohannis Evang. 
de Brechon’ in his The Case of Appropriations (London, 1704). One of 
these, noted only in Lansdowne 958, is printed in full, so Kennett must 
have had other notes from the cartulary.5 He gives no hint either in 

3 The cartulary copied first the later deed, with rubric ‘Carta Bernardi de Nouo Mercato 
de fundatione prioratus de Brechonia’, then the earlier one, with rubric ‘Secunda carta 
Bernardi de Nouo Mercato’ (Bodl. MS Tanner 342, fol. 170r). The rubrics were not 
well-informed: see Ctl. Brecon, 45–47, where the ‘quarta carta Radulphi Torel’ was 
given by Ralph, son of the Ralph Torel who gave the previous three deeds. 
4 Davis, Medieval Cartularies, nos. 69–70, postulated two lost cartularies, but allowed 
that they were ‘perhaps identical’. The new edition states that they were ‘undoubtedly 
identical’. 
5 One of the documents allows the appropriation of Hay church (Kennett, op. cit. 41, 
from ‘f. 52’, part only; probably Barrow, St Davids Episcopal Acta 1085–1280, no. 95; 
Ctl. Brecon, 69; not present in MS Carte 108 and noticed only briefly by Tanner); the 
other is Bishop Bernard’s confirmation to Hay church (Kennett, op. cit. App. p. 4, no. 
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manuscript or print of where he had seen the volume. Another set of 
transcripts were made by Matthew Hutton (1639–1711), antiquary. 
These are now BL MS Harley 6976, fols. 6r–26v, old pp. 11–52, and are 
headed ‘E libro prioratus sancti Iohannis Euangeliste Brechon, nuper 
libro Euan Seys’.6 Thomas Tanner made brief abstracts at the end of 
1697, giving folio references to his source, with occasional comments, 
such as ‘pergamenta pura’, ‘manu recenti’, ‘deest etiam carta 5ta’.7 His 
abstracts are headed ‘E libro prioratus S. Iohannis Brechoniӕ penes 
[blank] membran. 8to Dec. 27. 97.’, indicating that at the time he made 
them, he did not know to whom the register belonged (Bodl. MS Tanner 
342 (SC 10169), fols. 170r–173r, old pp. 283–9, cols. 261–74). Edward 
Lhwyd (c.1659–1709), the naturalist, philologist, and antiquary, also 
made abstracts from the cartulary. He probably obtained the register 
from Tanner, who had written to him on 1 November 1697, saying ‘Mr 
Proctor Davies was so kind as to bring a leiger-book of the priory of St 
John at Brecknock out of the country, and to favour me with the perusal 
of it. There may be something in it for your purpose’ (Bodl. MS 
Ashmole 1817b, fol. 5). The proctor was Griffith Davies, of Jesus 
College, Oxford, elected junior proctor in 1697, who was ‘admitted B. 
and D.M. 1698’ (Wood’s Fasti Oxonienses, ed. J. Gutch (Oxford, 1790), 
156). Lhwyd’s copies are the most extensive of the four and were used 
by Banks for his printed text.8 They are now found among the papers of 
Thomas Carte (1686–1754), the historian. Only some of the transcripts 
are in Lhwyd’s hand: the others were presumably copied by his 
assistants.9 Once again there is no indication of the whereabouts and 
ownership of the manuscript that was being copied. The transcripts have 

iii, from ‘f. 47’; Ctl. Brecon, 64; Barrow, St Davids Episcopal Acta 1085–1280, no. 17). 
Kennett’s text is better than that in MS Carte 108. 
6 Hutton’s abstracts include material not in Tanner or Carte, notably fuller versions of 
episcopal acts, not present in MS Carte and calendared more briefly by Tanner (Ctl. 
Brecon, 68–9). 
7 These comments are echoed somewhat in the Lhwyd transcripts (Ctl. Brecon, 12, 55, 
75). 
8 Bodl. MS Carte 108, arts. 17, 19, 23, fols. 196r–201r, 254r–296v, 313r–314v (old fols. 
57r–62r, 114r–156v, 173r–174v). Banks refers repeatedly to ‘the Brewster MS’, as if to 
an extant manuscript, but his meaning is ‘the lost MS from which Tanner was copying’. 
Banks does not appear to have been aware of the Hutton or Kennett abstracts. 
9 A marginal note in Welsh perhaps reveals the identity of one of these assistants: ‘Nid 
yw hwn ond yr un air am air ar diwaetha drwy gamgymer iad yr Isgrifenydd trwstan, H. 
Gruff’ (‘This is the same, word for word, with the last, through the mistake of the 
bungling writer, H. Gruff’’) (Ctl. Brecon, 7, 57). 
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been jumbled up, and some are missing.10 Lhwyd’s transcripts from the 
Brecon register, and other items belonging to him bound up in MS Carte 
108 and elsewhere in the Carte MSS were probably removed by Carte 
from the Lhwyd manuscripts held by Sir Thomas Sebright of Beechwood 
Park, Herts (E. Rees & G. Walters, ‘The dispersion of the manuscripts of 
Edward Lhuyd’, Welsh History Review 7 (1974–5), 148–78, at p. 161).11

Thus, it seems, the register was at some time in the possession of 
Evan Seys (c. 1604–1685), of Boverton (Glam), MP for Glamorgan and 
later for Gloucester.12 Griffith Davis enabled Tanner to see it in 1697. 
Three other antiquaries took copies from it at about the same time, but it 
has not been seen since. Tanner’s later recollection that the volume 
belonged to William Brewster (1665–1715), MD, book-collector of 
Hereford, seems to be an error.13

10 This has resulted in some unfortunate errors in Banks’ edition. The first part of a 
decision by papal delegates has been joined to the sealing and witness clauses of a 
different document (Ctl. Brecon, 42–3; for the final clauses of the decision, not printed 
by Banks, see MS Carte 108, fol. 196r). Similarly the opening paragraphs of a deed of 
Pain of Burghill are joined to the closing paragraphs of a deed in the name of an 
unidentified John (Ctl. Brecon, 101–102). These and other failings, in particular the 
omission of the Hutton and Kennett transcripts, make a new edition desirable. 
11 The abstracts from the Brecon cartulary are omitted from Rees & Walter’s 
‘preliminary checklist’ of Lhwyd’s manuscripts, though other items from MS Carte 108 
are included (p. 177). 
12 Seys is also known to have held a Malmesbury cartulary, now BL MS Add. 15667, 
Davis 643. This passed to the Jones family of Fonmon castle, perhaps through the 
marriage in 1762 of Robert Jones III (1738–1793) of Fonmon to Jane Seys, heiress of 
the Seys of Boverton (Gentleman’s Magazine, September 1834, 323; B. Burke, Landed 
Gentry (61879), i. 881; Inventory of Ancient Monuments in Glamorgan, iii/1b, Later 
Castles (RCAHMW, 2000), 150b). The volume was acquired by the British Museum in 
1845 (Additions to the Manuscripts in the British Museum in 1841–1845, ‘1845’, 54–
5). 
13 For Brewster, see F. C. Morgan, ‘Dr William Brewster of Hereford (1665–1715): a 
benefactor to libraries’, Medical History 8 (1964), 137–48; D. Pearson, English Book 
Owners in the Seventeenth Century (Bibliographical Society, 2007, 2018), 29. The first 
mention of Brewster as the supposed owner of the manuscript comes in April 1719, in a 
letter from Thomas Tanner to Browne Willis (Bodl. MS Willis 37 (SC 16330), fol. 184, 
cited by Banks, Ctl. Brecon, 8). Tanner refers to the cartulary of St John’s priory in 
Brecknock, ‘which I had lent me in the year 1697, and abstracted part of it. It consisted 
of about 110 leaves in parchment, in octavo. Was procured me by Dr John Davies, then 
of Jesus College, from Dr Brewster of Hereford, who, as I was informed, was then the 
owner of it’. In his letter Tanner cited several documents, and it is plain that he was 
making reference to his notes now in MS Tanner 342. However, as has been stated, at 
the time of copying Tanner was uncertain of the owner of the manuscript, and left a 
space for the name of its custodian to be inserted. Tanner’s memory had certainly failed 
him on one count, for it was through the efforts of Griffin Davies, not John Davies, that 
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Theophilus Jones, preparing his History of the County of 
Brecknock (Brecknock, 1804–1809), was unable find the volume, and 
wrote ‘I lament extremely that so valuable a document should have been 
preserved till the middle of the eighteenth century, until the very period 
when these remains of antiquity were sought for with the greatest avidity 
and purchased at high prices, and that it then may perhaps have been 
applied as directions for parcels or converted into tailor’s measures’. 
Jones instead used the abstracts in MS Carte 108. He had applied to Sir 
Watkin Williams Wynne, who had ‘lately bought the remainder of the 
Seabright papers, still however the register of Saint John’s is missing’ 
(ibid. ii. 73–88); this suggests he understood Lhwyd’s involvement, 
though he does not mention it. 

Certain important documents have also been preserved by 
enrolment. In 1322 Bernard’s second deed, four deeds of Earl Roger, one 
of Roger’s son Mahel of Hereford and several other acts were enrolled 
on behalf of the abbot and convent of Battle (CalCh, iii. 444–5; Charter 
Roll 15 Edward II, C53/108, mem. 3, no. 8). The engrossment of 1322 
was inspected and confirmed in 1412 (Monasticon, iii. 251; CalPat 
1408–1413, 369) and again in 1415 (CalCh, v. 480–82), 1435 (1 June, 
13 Henry VI, not found CalPat, CalCh), and 1488 (Confirmation Roll 4 
Henry VII pt 1, C56/19, mem. 1–3). 

It has been mentioned above that the site of the priory buildings 
was granted to Sir John Prise (c. 1502–1555), the administrator and 
antiquary, who was a native of Brecon. The priory church survived, as it 
had been ‘time out of mind the parish church of Brecon’ (Walker, 

he had obtained the register. It is possible that Tanner has taken Brewster’s name from 
his transcripts from a register of Malmesbury which immediately precede those from 
the Brecon register in MS Tanner 342. Tanner describes that volume as ‘penes v. 
doctiss. Gul. Brewster Med. D. de Hereford, olim Coll. D. Joh. bapt. Oxon. socium’ 
(MS Tanner 342, fol. 165r). Tanner noticed Brewster as the owner of the Brecon 
register in Notitia Monastica (ed. 1744), 700 (‘Registrum antiquum prioratus de 
Brecknock, MS penes Gulielmum Brewster, MD, Herefordiae’), repeated in the 1787 
edition. Dr Brewster’s manuscripts passed to the Bodleian Library. While still in 
Brewster’s possession, they were described in Bernard’s 1697 catalogue, CMAH, ii/1. 
356; they are also described in Summary Catalogue, nos. 27641–6. They include the 
cartulary of Malmesbury (MS Bodley 191; Davis 646), but not the Brecon register. 
Many of Brewster’s printed books went to All Saints’ church in Hereford, where they 
formed the well known chained library; others went to St John’s College in Oxford. A 
printed typescript by Morgan, compiled in 1964 (Bodl. MS Eng. Misc. c. 405), copies 
Brewster’s own list of his books and manuscripts, dated 1706, from a manuscript in 
Hereford County Library. The Malmesbury cartulary is listed, but not the Brecon 
register. 
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‘Brecon priory’, 56–7). It became the cathedral of the new diocese of 
Swansea and Brecon in 1923. Nothing of the Norman fabric remains: the 
conventual buildings are briefly described by Banks, Ctl. Brecon, 3–6. 
The fate of the priory’s cartulary is discussed above. What became of the 
priory’s other muniments is unknown. 

Theophilus Jones, History of the County of Brecknock (2 vols., Brecknock, 1804–
1809); R. W. Banks, ‘Cartularium prioratus S. Johannis Evang. de Brecon’, 
Archaeologia Cambrensis 4th ser. 13 (1882), 275–308; ibid. 14 (1883), 18–49, 137–68, 
221–36, 274–311); repr. idem, Cartularium prioratus S. Johannis Evangelistae de 
Brecon (London, 1884); idem, ‘Brecon priory: its suppression and possessions’, 
Archaeologia Cambrensis 5th ser. 7 (1890), 209–23; David G. Walker, ‘”Honours” of 
the earls of Hereford in the twelfth century’, TBGAS 79 (1960), 174–211; idem, 
‘Charters of the Earldom of Hereford, 1095–1201’, Camden Miscellany 22, Camden 
4th ser. 1 (1964), 1–75; idem, ‘Brecon priory in the middle ages’, Links With the Past: 
Swansea & Brecon Historical Essays, ed. O. W. Jones & D. Walker (Llandybie, 1974).

1  Deed by Bernard de Neufmarché giving the church of 
St John Evangelist, Brecon, and other property to Battle 
abbey, subscribed by King Henry. Michaelmas 1102 × 
spring 1105 

ANTIQUARY TRANSCRIPTS: Bodl. MS Carte 108 (SC 10853), fol. 281r–v (old fol. 141r–
v) (‘secunda carta Bernardi de Nouo Mercato’) (copy by Edward Lhwyd, c. 1700) [B, 
from the lost Brecon cartulary]; Bodl. MS Tanner 342, fol. 170rb (rubric as MS Carte) 
[abbreviated, ‘ex libro prioratus S. Iohannis Brechoniӕ . . . (Dec. 27. 97)’, fols. 9b–
10r]; not abstracted by Hutton or Kennett. 
PRINTED: R. W. Banks, ‘Cartularium prioratus S. Johannis Evang. de Brecon’, 
Archaeologia Cambrensis 4th ser. 14 (1883), 142–3; repr. Cartularium prioratus S. 
Johannis Evangelistae de Brecon (London, 1884), 70–71.  
CALENDAR: Not in Regesta. 

Domini mei uidelicet H(enrici) regis Anglie consensu atque 
nutu testimonioque principum suorum dedi ego B(ernardus) de 
Nouo Mercato pro sui salute et mei et pro anima W(illelmi) 
regis patris sui et matris sancte Trinitati sanctoque Martino de 
Bello in Gualia [1] ecclesiam quandam in honore beati Iohannis 
Euangeliste dicatam sitamque in Hodeni castro meo uxore 
mea concedente. Duas etiam ecclesias [2] illam scilicet de 
Talgar et [3] illam de Langors que sunt in eadem patria huic 
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predicte ecclesie delegaui et [4] capellam meam. [5] Super 
quoque flumen quod dicitur Vsca dedi molendinum unum et 
[6] in prenominato etiam castro quinque burgenses et [7] terram 
ante portam eiusdem castri duabus carrucis sufficientem et 
duas uillas [8] quarum una uocatur Lanwern [9] altera Lan 
Mihanguel [10] cum triben† rigrid† ex aqua Nanttroigros usque 
ad Carliharnau ex utraque parte Hodeni et super litus prefati 
fluminis quod Vsca dicitur tres arripennos pratorum. Hec 
omnia que actenus nominaui sunt in Wallia et de meis 
propriis. In Anglia tres ecclesias [11] illam scilicet de Burchull 
et [12] de Bodeham et [13] de Hardintune cum terris et decimis 
et omnibus que sibi pertinent prefate ecclesie dedi et [14] 

decimam de Berrintune et [15] de Bruneshope. [16] Quidam ex 
meis hominibus nomine Picardus eidem ecclesie dedit in 
Wallia terram trium carrucaruma et rectam decimam de 
omnibus que possidet in eadem patria. [17] Et alius quidam 
nomine Ricardus Cenomannicus terram unius carruce. [18] 

Similiter quidam nomine Walterius de Cropuz dedit omnem 
decimam suam de Wallia. [19] Haroldus quidam nomine dedit 
similiter terram unius carruce. [20] Robertus filius Guiardi 
unum burgensem in Hodeni. [21] Hugo cognomine Guafra 
rectam decimam totius terre sue de Hantune. 
Signum + regis Henrici. + Roberti + filii Hamon. Rogerii + 
filii Ricardi. Walterii + fratris eius. Valdrici + cancellarii. 

a carrucatarum Tanner. Tanner’s copy is very abbreviated: he did not copy §§ 17–18, 
19, in which this word recurs. 

With the consent of my lord, that is Henry king of England, and with the assent and 
witness of his barons, I Bernard de Neufmarché, for his salvation and mine and for the 
soul of his father King William and of his mother, have given to Holy Trinity and to St 
Martin of Battle in Wales [1] a certain church dedicated in honour of St John the 
Evangelist founded in my castle of the Honddu, my wife consenting. Also I have 
entrusted to this foresaid church two churches, [2] namely that of Talgarth and [3] that 
of Llangors, which are in the same country and [4] my chapel. [5] And on the river that 
is called the Usk I gave one mill and [6] also in the forenamed castle five burgesses and 
[7] the land in front of the gate of the same castle, sufficient for two ploughs, and two 
vills, [8] one of which is called Llanywern, [9] the other Llanvihangel [10] with triben 
rigrid from the water of Nantygroes as far as Carliharnau on the other side of the 
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Honddu and on the bank of the foresaid river which is called the Usk three arpents of 
meadow. All these things that I have named so far are in Wales and of my own 
property. In England I gave three churches to the foresaid church namely that [11] of 
Burghill and [12] of Bodenham and [13] of Hardington with lands tithes and everything 
that belongs to them and [14] the tithe of Berrington and [15] of Brinsop. [16] A certain 
fellow from my men, Picard by name, gave to the same church in Wales land for three 
ploughs and the just tithe of everything that he possesses in the same country. [17] And 
another, Richard du Mans by name, land for one plough. [18] Similarly another, Walter 
de Cropuz by name, gave all his tithe in Wales. [19] Another, Harold by name, 
similarly gave land for one plough. [20] Robert fitz Guiard one burgess in Honddu. 
[21] Hugh surnamed Wafre the just tithe of all his land of Hampton. 
The signum + of King Henry. + Of Robert fitz Haimo. + Of Roger fitz Richard. + Of 
Walter his brother. + Of Waldric the chancellor.

DATE: After Waldric became chancellor at Michaelmas 1102 and before Robert fitz 
Haimo was incapacitated in spring 1105. 
ADDRESS: No address. 
WITNESS: King Henry, Robert fitz Haimo, Roger fitz Richard (de Clare), Walter his 
brother, Waldric the chancellor. It is noteworthy that the signum of Bernard de 
Neufmarché himself is not present. 
PLACE: No place-date. 
CONTEXT: Bernard does not specify here, or in his later deed, that he expected Battle 
abbey to establish a priory at Brecon. Nevertheless the extensive list of benefactions, 
including gifts by Bernard’s men, and the underlying circumstances, indicate that this 
was Bernard’s intention. 
[1] Bernard’s ‘castle of the Honddu’ was at Brecon. As Gerald of Wales related during 
the reign of King Henry II, ‘Brecon, which is the castle and chief town of the district, is 
called Aberhonddu, for it is situated where the river Honddu flows into the Usk’ 
(Itinerarium Kambriae, I 2; ed. Dimock, vi. 20; transl. at Gerald of Wales, The Journey 
through Wales and The Description of Wales, ed. and trans. L. Thorpe, Penguin 
Classics (1978), 80). 
[2] Talgarth is about 9 miles north-east of Brecon. Honorius III confirmed the churches 
of Hay, St Egyon (i.e. Llanigon), Mara (i.e. Langors), and Talgarth to the priory in 
1222 (Ctl. Brecon, 12–13). The priory’s interest in Talgarth church was worth £11 in 
1535 (Monasticon, iii. 268). 
[3] Llangors is some 6 miles east of Brecon. In 1143 × 1148, after the prior complained 
that the church of Llangors (Mara) had been invaded by unspecified monks, Bishop 
Bernard asked Earl Roger of Hereford to respect the right of the priory (Ctl. Brecon, 
63–4; Barrow, St Davids Episcopal Acta 1085–1280, no. 5). Bishop David instituted 
William, the foster son of Eli the priest, to the church of St Paulinus of Langors in 1148 
× 1176, reserving a pension of 10s annually for the priory (Ctl. Brecon, 60–61; Barrow, 
no. 27). The priory’s interest in Llangors (Mera) church was assessed at £6 in 1535 
(Monasticon, iii. 268). 
[4] The location of the chapel is not specified, but it was probably within Brecon castle. 
Gerald of Wales mentions a chapel there dedicated to St Nicholas (Itinerarium 
Kambriae, I 2; ed. Dimock, vi. 21; Thorpe, 81). The ‘chapel of Saint Nicholas being 
within the castle of Brecknock’ was mentioned in an agreement made in the 1520s 
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(Jones, History of the County of Brecknock (Brecknock, 1804–1809), ii. 71). In 1535, 
the priory’s interest in the ‘capella castri’ was valued at £2 3s 4d (Monasticon, iii. 268). 
[5] The location of the mill on the Usk has not been established. The priory’s 
‘molendinum citra uillam’ in Brecon was worth £15 annually in 1535 (Monasticon, iii. 
268). 
[6–7] As well as the five burgesses confirmed here, Bernard’s other deed confirms the 
gifts by four of his men of a burgess apiece. See also § 20. 
[8] Llanywern, about 4 miles east of Brecon.  
[9] Llanvihangel Tal-y-llyn, near Llanywern. Bernard’s later deed gave other property 
in exchange for the return of Llanvihangel.  
[10] The first part of this clause is obscure; the words triben rigrid appear to be corrupt. 
Banks identifies Nantygroes as a brook ‘which runs into the river Honddu, about two 
miles north of Llandevaelog’. Llandefaelog is about 3 m. north of Brecon. Banks, citing 
Jones, History of the County of Brecknock, i. 27, identifies Carliharnau as the ancient 
encampment on the hill about two miles north-west of Brecon, now known as Pen-y-
crug. 
[11–13] In Bernard’s later deed, four English churches are named: the three here, and 
Pattingham (Staffs). The priory was unable to retain Pattingham church. It was one of 
the churches said to have been given to Launde priory by Richard Basset and Maud 
Ridel his wife in the spurious confirmation in the name of Henry I (000, Regesta 1390, 
§ 15). Pope Lucius III (1181–1185) appointed as delegates A(nketil), prior of Nostell, 
A(nketil) prior of Worksop, and G(erald), bishop of Coventry (1183–1184), to resolve 
its contested ownership. They determined that the prior and convent of Launde should 
pay a pension of 30s from the church to Brecon priory (Ctl. Brecon, 39, 113–14; 
omitted from EEA 17). 
[11] Alured of Marlborough held 8 hides in Burghill (Burgelle), some 4 miles north-
west of Hereford, in 1086. There was no mention of a church at that time (DB, i. 186a; 
Herefs § 19. 2). Notwithstanding his father-in-law’s gift to Brecon, the church of 
Burghill (Burchulla) was among the property given by Miles of Gloucester to 
Llanthony Secunda (Monasticon, vi. 136b, no. iii; Walker, ‘Charters of the Earldom of 
Hereford’, no. 2). This of course led to a dispute, which was resolved by the gift to 
Brecon by Roger, earl of Hereford, of a mill in Burghill and another in Much Cowarne 
in place of the church. His gift was confirmed by Gilbert Foliot, bishop of Hereford, in 
1148 × 1154 (Ctl. Brecon, 37, 78; Walker, ‘Charters of the earldom of Hereford’, no. 
24; Gilbert Foliot, Ep. 292; EEA 7, no. 62). The churches of Burghill and Brinsop, it 
seems, had previously been given to the church of Notre-Dame in Auffay (dép. Seine-
Maritime, cant. Tôtes), a cell of Saint-Évroul, presumably by Bernard de Neufmarché. 
Later he gave 20s from Newbury in exchange for the two churches (Orderic, VI 7; ed. 
Chibnall, iii. 249–50). See also § 15. 
[12] Bodenham stands on the bank of the River Lugg south of Leominster, about 7 
miles north-west of Burghill. One Herbert held 1½ hides of Roger de Lacy in 
Bodenham in 1086; Osbern fitz Richard held another 1½ hides there in chief (DB, i. 
184a, 186d; Herefs §§ 10. 9, 24. 9). An act of Gilbert Foliot, bishop of Hereford, 
datable 1148 × ?1154, confirming the making of four cemeteries in the parish of the 
church of Bodenham, was copied in the Brecon cartulary (Ctl. Brecon, 36; Gilbert 
Foliot, Ep. 290; EEA 7, no. 61). The church was confirmed to Brecon priory by Ralph, 
bishop of Hereford, in 1237 or 1238 (Ctl. Brecon, 40; EEA 35, no. 7). It was said to be 
worth £7 6s 8d in 1535 (Monasticon, iii. 268). 
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[13] In 1086 Ralph Rufus held of Geoffrey de Mowbray, bishop of Coutances, a manor 
of 4 hides in Hardington, which lies between Frome and Radstock (DB, i. 88d; Som § 5. 
48). The church was later given by Simon, son of Hugh de Mandeville, to Quarr abbey. 
This was before 1155 × 1161, when Earl Richard I de Redvers confirmed the church to 
Savigny abbey, Quarr’s mother house (Bearman, Redvers Charters, no. 42; S. F. 
Hockey, Charters of Quarr Abbey, 132, nos. 530–31). The monks of Brecon disputed 
Quarr’s possession, and in 1139 × 1157 it was agreed that the monks of Quarr would 
give 15 marks to Ralph, prior of St John of Brecon (Brikinio), and the brethren in return 
for the release of all claim in the church (EEA 10 Bath and Wells 1061–1205, 14–15, 
no. 19, apparently from an original once in the archive of Christ Church, Canterbury; 
see also S. F. Hockey, ‘The early history of Hardington church’, Notes and Queries for 
Somerset and Dorset 27 (1961), 173–4; idem, Quarr Abbey and its Lands (Leicester, 
1970), 37). 
[14] This act gives the tithe only, but in his other deed Bernard confirmed the manor of 
Berrington as the gift of his wife Agnes. Osbern son of Richard Scrob held 2 hides in 
Berrington, 2 miles west of Tenbury Wells, in 1086 (DB, i. 176c; Worcs § 19. 1). 
According to Orderic, Osbern was the father of the wife of Bernard de Neufmarché 
(Orderic, VIII 2; ed. Chibnall, iv. 124–5). Her gift is mentioned in the Chronicle of 
Battle Abbey, ed. Searle, 88–9, which notes that ‘it happened that Agnes, the wife of 
Bernard, chanced to be taken ill, and gave them out of her inheritance and with the 
assent of her husband, a certain hamlet situated in England outside Wales, called 
Berrington’. A dispute between Lire abbey in Normandy and Brecon priory concerning 
the tithes of the mills of Berrington and the demesne tithes of Hopton Wafre was settled 
in 1236 or 1237 (Ctl. Brecon, 40; EEA 35, no. 5). Berrington lies in the parish of 
Tenbury, the church of which was at some time given to Lire (VCH Worcs, iv. 363–4, 
366, 370). The grange of Berrington was assessed at £7 3s 4d in 1535 (Monasticon, iii. 
268). 
[15] One Richard held 5 hides of Alured of Marlborough in Brinsop (Hope) in 1086. 
Like Burghill, it had been in the hands of Osbern, uncle of Alured, after Godwin and 
Harold had been exiled in 1050 (DB, i. 186a; Herefs § 19. 3). It later passed to Bernard 
de Neufmarché with other manors belonging to Alured (Walker, ‘“Honours” of the 
earls of Hereford’, 184). Later in the twelfth century it was held by W(illiam) Torel
(Herefordshire Domesday, 112), presumably of William de Braose, who succeeded to 
the honour of Brecon after 1165 (Walker, op. cit. 192). Ralph Thorel held one knight’s 
fee of the honour of Brechnoch in 1211–12 (RBE, 602), but in 1242–3 he or another 
Ralph Torel held 2 hides in Brinsop of Herbert fitz Peter as of the honour of Blaenllyfni 
(Fees, 802). Ralph Torel, with the consent of his son Ralph Torel, for the souls of his 
wife Joan and his father William Torel, gave lands near ‘the path to Brinsop church’ 
(Ctl. Brecon, 45–8). In 1237 Ralph, bishop of Hereford, confirmed to the priory two 
parts of the tithe of grain and hay from the demesne of Brinsop (Ctl. Brecon, 30–31; 
EEA 35, no. 8). The grange of Brinsop was worth £2 to the monks in 1535 
(Monasticon, iii. 268). In 1291 the chapel of Brinsop, worth 10 marks, was shared 
between Llanthony Prima (5 marks), Brecon (2½ marks), and the vicar of Burghill (2½ 
marks) (Hereford Diocesan Registry, AL 19/2 (Reg. Swinfield), fol. 95v; abbreviated 
entry in Taxatio, 158b). See also § 11.
[16] For Picard and his descendants, see C. A. R. Radford, ‘Tretower: the castle and the 
court’, Brycheiniog 6 (1960), 1–50, at pp. 4–8; B. Holden, Lords of the Central 
Marches: English Aristocracy and Frontier Society 1087–1265 (Oxford, 2008), 102–
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110. Picard was one of the men of Bernard de Neufmarché named in Henry’s act 
arranging the marriage of Bernard’s daughter to Miles of Gloucester (000, Regesta
1280). Picard held Ystrad Yw of Bernard, and built a motte and bailey castle there at 
Tretower, some 11 miles south-east of Brecon. His deed for Brecon priory has not 
survived. His son Roger fitz Picard confirmed his gift of two parts of the tithe of Ystrad 
Yw ‘sicut pater meus prius dedicauit et sicut carta eorum testatur’ (Ctl. Brecon, 95–6). 
By an undated bond, a later Roger Pichard, knight, lord of Ystrad Yw, undertook to pay 
the prior and monks 4s 2d annually for the land called ‘terra monachorum’ in the 
Ystrad Yw valley (Ctl. Brecon, 12). In 1234 the prior was proceeding against the rector 
of St Michael, Ystrad Yw, for withholding the priory’s tithes (Ctl. Brecon, 9). 
[17] Richard du Mans’ gift has not been identified. Richard was probably a relative of 
Walter du Mans, who with his wife Agnes gave the church of Humber (Herefs) to the 
priory (Ctl. Brecon, 49). The gift of Humber church was confirmed by Gilbert Foliot, 
bishop of Hereford, in 1148 × 1155 (Ctl. Brecon, 37; Gilbert Foliot, Ep. 291; EEA 7, 
no. 63). Roger de Lacy held 3½ hides in Humber, a member of the manor of 
Leominster, in 1086 (DB, i. 180a; Herefs § 1. 10c); this holding was later in the hands 
of Miles of Gloucester (Herefordshire Domesday, 79). 
[18] The tithe given by Walter de Cropuz was from Llansantffraed, some 6 m. south-
east of Brecon. The location is specified in Bernard’s other deed, which confirms 
‘Walter de Cropus decimam suam de Lansefred’, and in Roger fitz Picard’s deed 
confirming Picard’s gift of the tithe of Ystrad Yw, which also confirmed Walter de 
Cropuz’s gift of two parts of the tithe of Llansantffraed ‘sicut carta eorum testatur’ (Ctl. 
Brecon, 95–6). How Roger acquired Walter’s fee is unknown: he may have married 
Walter’s heir. Bernard’s later deed confirms in addition Walter’s gift of Cliberia church 
in England. This was Cleobury North, where Roger de Lacy held a manor of 2½ hides 
in 1086 (DB, i. 260c; Salop § 7. 1). Ralph, bishop of Hereford, confirmed a pension of 
5s from Cleobury North to the priory in 1238 (Ctl. Brecon, 31; EEA 35, no. 9). See 
Eyton, Shropshire, iii. 21–31. 
[19–20] Neither Harold nor Robert fitz Guiard have been identified. Robert fitz Guiard 
may perhaps be the same man as Robert de Eurois, named in Bernard’s later deed as the 
donor of a burgess in Brecon. 
[21] Hampton Wafre, about six m. east of Leominister, was held by Roger de Lacy in 
1086 (DB, i. 180b; Herefs § 1. 15). Robert Wafre held the vill later in the twelfth 
century (Herefordshire Domesday, 12, 85). The tithes in Hampton Wafre held by the 
priory are not visible in the Taxatio, nor the Valor, and no other reference to the 
priory’s interest there has been found. Eyton, Shropshire, iv. 183–8 gives some details 
of later members of the Wafre family in connection with Hopton Wafre (Salop), also in 
the hands of Roger de Lacy in 1086 (DB, i. 260c; Salop § 7. 3). Hopton was a member 
of the honour of Brecknock (HundR, ii. 81a); Brecon priory held tithes there in 1236–7 
and 1253 (Ctl. Brecon, 40, 21; EEA 35, no. 5) and in 1535 (Monasticon, iii. 268). These 
references open the possibility that there has at some point been an error of 
identification or transcription, and that the place named here ought to be Hopton. 
AUTHENTICITY: Probably authentic. This document is not a chancery production, so its 
authenticity is not easy to assess. It has nothing in common with the many forged 
charters for Battle, and there are no obviously inflated passages. The absence of 
Bernard’s own signum is the only disturbing feature, perhaps explicable if the original 
had his seal appended. It is difficult to explain why the consent of Bernard’s wife to the 
gift of the church of Brecon is noted, but not to the gift of tithes in Berrington, which 
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vill was part of her maritagium. A degree of scepticism is essential in reviewing 
monastic ‘foundation’ deeds of this date, particularly when a long list of parcels is 
included. However it is not unreasonable to imagine that the monks of Battle drew up a 
list of the property given by Bernard de Neufmarché and his men, which was 
subscribed by the king and members of the court. Pattingham church, which was 
included in Bernard’s later deed, is not mentioned. If the present document had been 
fabricated or inflated Pattingham would surely have been inserted, in view of the 
priory’s dispute with Launde priory. One might also expect the manor, rather than the 
tithe, of Berrington, to have been specified in a false document. 
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Comparison of Bernard de Neufmarché’s deeds
Earlier deed 

As above. 

Later deed 

Text from Charter Roll 15 Edward II, 
C53/108, mem. 3, no. 8). The text at MS 
Carte 108, fol. 281r, starts at ‘autem sunt’. 
There are no other differences of note. 
Banks silently supplies the lost text from 
the charter roll (Ctl. Brecon, 69–70).

Domini mei uidelicet H(enrici) regis 
Anglie consensu atque nutu testimonioque 
principum suorum dedi ego B(ernardus) 
de Nouo Mercato pro sui salute et mei et 
pro anima W(illelmi) regis patris sui et 
matris sancte Trinitati sanctoque Martino 
de Bello  
in Gualia ecclesiam quandam in honore 
beati Iohannis Euangeliste dicatam 
sitamque in Hodeni castro meo uxore mea 
concedente. Duas etiam ecclesias illam 
scilicet de Talgar et illam de Langors que 
sunt in eadem patria huic predicte ecclesie 
delegaui et capellam meam.  

Super quoque flumen quod dicitur Vsca 
dedi molendinum unum et in prenominato 
etiam castro quinque burgenses et terram 
ante portam eiusdem castri duabus 
carrucis sufficientem  

et duas uillas quarum una uocatur 
Lanwern altera Lan Mihanguel cum 
triben† rigrid† ex aqua Nanttroigros usque 
ad Carliharnau ex utraque parte Hodeni et 
super litus prefati fluminis quod Vsca 
dicitur tres arripennos pratorum. Hec 
omnia que actenus nominaui sunt in 
Wallia et de meis propriis.  

In Anglia tres ecclesias illam scilicet de 

Sciant omnes presentes et futuri quod ego 
Bernardus de Nouo Mercato concessu 
domini mei Henr(ici) regis testimonioque 
baronum suorum dedi ecclesie sancti 
Martini de Bello  

quandam ecclesiam meam apud castrum 
meum quod est situm in Walis in 
Brecheno quam ego dedicari feci in 
honorem sancti Iohannis Euuangeliste pro 
salute et anima eiusdem domini mei 
Henr(ici) et pro anima Willelmi regis 
patris eius et matris et pro salute anime 
mee et uxoris et filorum filarumque et 
omnium parentum nostrorum uiuorum et 
defunctorum. Hec autem sunt que ego 
eidem ecclesie dedi concedentibus uxore 
mea et filiis.  
Dedi enim eidem ecclesie super flumen 
quod dicutur Vscha molendinum unum et 
duas partes alterius molendini super 
flumen Hodenei et quinque burgenses in 
castro meo et terram ad unam carucam 
iuxta castrum meum  
et duas alias terras quarum una uocatur 
Londwern altera Constinio cum ceteris 
terris circumadiacentibus partem quarum 
dedi ecclesie pro escambio de 
Lanmihangel alteram partem pro anima 
Philippi filii mei. Preter hec dedi quandam 
uastam ciuitatem que uocatur Carnoys et 
circa eam unam carucatam terre et 
decimam denariorum thelonei et 
molendinorum meorum et decimam panis 
mei. Hec omnia que nominaui sunt in 
Walis.  
In Anglia uero dedi quatuor ecclesias cum 
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Burchull et de Bodeham et de Hardintune 
cum terris et decimis et omnibus que sibi 
pertinent prefate ecclesie dedi et decimam 
de Berrintune et de Bruneshope.  

Quidam ex meis hominibus nomine 
Picardus eidem ecclesie dedit in Wallia 
terram trium carrucarum et rectam 
decimam de omnibus que possidet in 
eadem patria.  
Et alius quidam nomine Ricardus 
Cenomannicus terram unius carruce.  

Similiter quidam nomine Walterius de 
Cropuz dedit omnem decimam suam de 
Wallia. Haroldus quidam nomine dedit 
similiter terram unius carruce. Robertus 
filius Guiardi unum burgensem in Hodeni. 
Hugo cognomine Guafra rectam decimam 
totius terre sue de Hantune. 

Signum + regis Henrici. + Roberti + filii 
Hamon. Rogerii + filii Ricardi. Walterii + 
fratris eius. Valdrici + cancellarii. 

omnibus terris et decimis ad easdem 
pertinentibus scilicet ecclesiam de 
Patyngeham, ecclesiam de Bodeham, 
ecclesiam de Burchella, ecclesiam de 
Hardintona et decimam de Bruneshope. 
Agnes uero uxor mea me concedente dedit 
unum manerium quod uocatur Berintona.  
Item in Gualis dedi ecclesie sancti 
Iohannis ecclesiam meam de Talgarth et 
ecclesiam de Langors et capellam meam. 
Hec sunt autem que homines mei 
dederunt. Picardus dedit tres carucatas 
terre et decimam suam de annona et de 
omnibus animalibus in Wallia,  

Ricardus Cenomannicus unam carucatam 
terre,  

Haroldus unam carucatam terre,  

Walterus de Cropus decimam suam de 
Lansefred et in Anglia ecclesiam de 
Cliberia et quicquid ad eam pertinet. 

Wlgerus decimam suam rectam in Gualis, 
Walterius de Linehalla unum burgensem, 
Rogerus de Bascheuilla unum burgensem, 
Willelmus filius Giroldi unum burgensem, 
Robertus de Eurois unum burgensem, 
Ricardus filius Radulfi dedit eisdem 
monachis terram Firmini et terram 
Radulphi Cornuti.  
Hec omnia que hic continentur scripta 
confirmo ego B(ernardus) et concedo ut 
ecclesia teneat et monachi ita bene et 
quiete et honorifice cum omnibus 
consuetudinibus sicuti ego de dominio 
meo Henrico rege teneo. 
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00  Lost act confirming Bernard de Neufmarché’s gifts to 
Brecon priory. 1102 × 1135 

SOURCE: Confirmation by Roger, earl of Hereford, datable only to his tenure of the 
earldom, 1143 × 1155, copied in the lost cartulary of Brecon, and thence in Bodl. MS 
Carte 108, fol. 281v (part only), 294v. 
PRINTED: R. W. Banks, ‘Cartularium prioratus S. Johannis Evang. de Brecon’, 
Archaeologia Cambrensis 4th ser. 14 (1883), 143–5; repr. Cartularium prioratus S. 
Johannis Evangelistae de Brecon (London, 1884), 71–73; D. Walker, ‘Charters of the 
Earldom of Hereford’, 32 (no. 46), noted only. 
CALENDAR: Not in Regesta. 

Sciant presentes et futuri quod ego Rogerus comes Herefordie pro anima 
patris mei [. . .] dono et concedo ecclesie sancti Iohannis apostoli et 
euangeliste de Brechenion et monachis ibidem deo seruientibus in 
elemosinam [. . .] Quicquid eciam auus meus Bernardus de Nouo 
Mercato et homines eius eidem ecclesie sancti Iohannis dederunt in 
hominibus in terris in ecclesiis in decimis siue in ceteris possessionibus 
sicut carta ipsius Bernardi testatur et carta regis Henrici confirmatur [. . .] 
. 

Know present and future men that I Roger earl of Hereford for the soul of my father . . . 
give and grant to the church of St John, apostle and evangelist, of Brecon, and the 
monks there serving God in alms . . . And also whatever my grandfather Bernard de 
Neufmarché and his men gave to the same church of St John in men, in lands, in 
churches, in tithes, or in other possessions, as the deed of the same Bernard witnesses 
and the charter of King Henry confirms . . . . 

DATE: After Bernard’s first deed subscribed by King Henry; before the king’s death. 
ADDRESS, WITNESS, PLACE: Not copied. 
CONTEXT: The wording suggests that, in addition to subscribing Bernard’s deed, King 
Henry gave a confirmation of his own. It is possible, however, that the ‘carta regis 
Henrici’ was the subscribed deed, mentioned alongside Bernard’s other deed. As no 
charter of Henry I was copied by the transcribers of the Brecon cartulary, nor enrolled 
with other important muniments of the priory in 1322, this is perhaps a more likely 
interpretation.  


