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LAUNDE PRIORY 

Augustinian priory of St John the Baptist  

County of Leicestershire : Diocese of Lincoln 
Founded 1121 × c. 1125 

Launde priory was one of the early Augustinian houses in England, 
established 1120 × c. 1125. According to a narrative concerning the early 
years of Holy Trinity priory in Aldgate, London, known only from 
fifteenth-century manuscripts, Bernard prior of Dunstaple, John prior of 
Launde (Landa), Geoffrey de Clinton, the (king’s) chamberlain 
(Gaufridus camerarius de Clinton), and others named, witnessed the gift 
of the Cnihtengild in London to Holy Trinity in that year. It is 
unsurprising that the priors of two recently founded Augustinian houses 
should witness a gift to Holy Trinity, thought to be the first Augustinian 
house in England. Their names were presumably taken from a 
contemporary deed or other record which has not been preserved 
(Hodgett, Cartulary of Holy Trinity, 168, no. 871; R. R. Sharpe, 
Calendar of Letter Books, C, 220). The king’s confirmation of the gift, 
000, Regesta 1467, also witnessed by Geoffrey de Clinton, is apparently 
authentic and datable 1123 × 1127, so the narrative’s date of 1125 may 
well be accurate. 

Launde priory was founded at Loddington, ‘in cuius territorio 
abbatia fundata est’, according to Henry II’s general confirmation of 
1155 × 1158 (H2/1456). Loddington appears in Domesday as a manor of 
12 carucates held in 1086 by one Robert of Robert de Bucy. One Gerard 
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was said to hold half the land. Launde is not mentioned (DB, i. 234c; 
Leics § 17. 24). Most of the holdings of Robert de Bucy were acquired at 
an unknown date by Geoffrey Ridel, a leading justice in Henry I’s reign. 
After Geoffrey’s death on the White Ship in November 1120 his lands 
passed to Richard Basset, husband of Geoffrey’s daughter Matilda.1

The two general confirmations printed below are forgeries, but 
they provide some indication of the priory’s early holdings. They report, 
presumably accurately, that Richard Basset and his wife Matilda Ridel 
were the founders. The foundation must therefore have taken place after 
the lands of Geoffrey Ridel had passed to Richard Basset after 
November 1120. We should be wary, however, of assuming that all the 
benefactions listed were made by the co-founders, or that they had been 
made by the apparent date of the forgeries. 

The tenures detailed in the two forgeries can be compared with 
the 1166 return of fees, made by Richard Basset’s son Geoffrey II Ridel 
(RBE, i. 329–31). Geoffrey noted the canons’ holdings of 10 carucates in 
Loddington, 1 carucate and 3 bovates in (Great) Dalby, about ten miles 
north-west of Loddington, and 3 carucates in Grimston, a further seven 
miles to the north-west. These three tenancies were of old feoffment, so 
granted before the death of Henry I, but only the land in Loddington is 
mentioned in the forgeries. The canons also held one carucate in Weston 
and eight carucates in Frisby of new feoffment: the Frisby land appears 
in one of the confirmations. Most of the property confirmed in the 
forgeries was spiritual and so not visible in the return of fees. Many of 
the churches held by Launde were named in the so-called Matriculus of 
Hugh of Welles, bishop of Lincoln, a list of churches in the archdeaconry 
of Leicester, with their patrons and incumbents, compiled in the first half 
of the 1230s (Rot. Welles, i. 238–72).2

The two charters in the name of Henry I have been preserved in 
an inspeximus of 10 October 1313 (CalCh, iii. 223). Also then inspected 
was a charter of Henry II to similar effect (H2/1456), and a charter of 
Henry III granting the prior and convent licence to enclose their demesne 
woods in the manor of Loddington, and free warren in the same manor 
(CalCh, i. 333). The inspeximus was itself inspected in 1331, when six 

1 For the descent of the Bucy fee, and the Leicestershire survey, see the H1 Headnote 
for Richard Basset. 
2 For a discussion of this document and its date, see D. M. Smith, ‘The rolls of Hugh of 
Welles, bishop of Lincoln 1209–35’, Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research 45 
(1972), 155–95, at pp. 176–84. 
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further gifts were confirmed, without recital of the corresponding deeds 
(CalCh, iv. 202). 

Henry II’s general confirmation for Launde appears to be 
authentic. It starts with the king’s own gift of Arnold church (Notts), and 
then confirms ‘all the gifts that Richard Basset and Maud his wife and 
their heirs lawfully made’, with a list of lands and churches. Then 
specified gifts made by others are confirmed, but the donors are not 
usually named. Finally the quare volo clause orders the lands to be held 
in elemosinam free from secular exaction and custom, with soke and 
sake, toll and team, and infangthief. There is nothing here to suggest 
forgery. The canons would have gained nothing from producing the 
forgeries in the name of Henry I once they had obtained Henry II’s 
authentic act, so it is likely they were fabricated before 1154 × 1158. 
They were perhaps produced specifically in order to obtain Henry II’s 
confirmation.  

Two early episcopal confirmations have been preserved as 
originals. Bishop Robert’s general confirmation of churches and lands is 
datable only to 1148 × 1166 (EEA 1 Lincoln 1067–1185, 89–90, no. 
143); a similar confirmation by Bishop Hugh (of Avalon) is datable c.
1189 × c. 1195 (EEA 4 Lincoln 1186–1206, 61–2, no. 84). It appears 
from a later inspeximus that there was once a similar confirmation in the 
name Bishop Alexander (1123–1148), but this has been lost (EEA 4. 
189–90, no. iii). Thus there are altogether five surviving general 
confirmations to Launde, whose content may be compared to provide 
some indication of the endowment in the twelfth century. The episcopal 
confirmations, of course, list only property in the diocese of Lincoln. 



21 MAY 2018 LAUNDE PRIORY 4

Comparison of Confirmations 
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1 Loddington land * * * y * * y 
 Loddington church *  y * * y 
2 Frisby land * * y * * y 
 Frisby church * * * y * * y 
3 Weldon church * * * y * * y 
4 Weston church * * * y * * y 
 Sutton chapel  y  *  
5 Welham church * * * y * * y 
 Welham land * y  
6 Pytchley church * * * y   n 
7 Ashby church * * * y * * y 
8 Wardley church * * * y * * y 
 Belton chapel * y *  y 
9 (Ab) Kettleby church * * * y * * y 
 Wartnaby chapel * y  
 Holwell chapel * y *  
 Holwell land * y  
10 Oadby church * * * y * * y 
 Oadby land * y  
11 Colston church * * * n   y 
12 Hathersage church * * * n   y 
13 Stanton church * * * ?   n 
14 Thakeham church * * * n   n 
15 Pattingham church * * * n   y 
16 Witherley church * * * y *  n 
17 Mansel Lacy church * * * n   n 
18 Norton land * * y   y 
19 Holt church *  y   n 
20 Bruct’/Brutt’ church * * ?   ? 
 Grimston land and church * y   n 
 Arnold church (Notts) * n   n 
 ? Fleckney chapel (Leics) * y   n 
 Rotherby church (Leics) * y *  y 
 (Little) Peatling church (Leics) * y *  y 
 Tilton (on the Hill) church (Leics) * y * * y 
 Whatborough, chapel of Tilton  y *  
 Marefield, chapel of Tilton  y *  
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 Glaston church (Rutl) * y * * y 
 Arthingworth church (Northants)  y * * y 
 (Little) Bowden church (Leics)  y * * y 
 Blatherwycke church (Northants)  y * * y 
 Ashby Folville church  y  * y 
 Panton mill (in Glaston) * y *  
 (Great) Dalby land *  

Grants of land in Henry II’s charter, not referenced elsewhere, are omitted. 

The cartulary of the Bassets of Great Weldon contains a remarkable 
agreement between the prior of Launde and Richard Basset, grandson of 
the founders Richard Basset and Matilda Ridel, made before named 
justices and datable to April 1201 (Reedy, Basset Charters, 1–2, no. 2). 
By this agreement Launde agreed to give up all the deeds that they had 
from Geoffrey (II) Ridel, ‘excepta sua magna confirmatione quam 
habent’. The deeds were to be surrendered to Richard Basset within 40 
days. If in the future the prior and convent were to proffer any deed 
against the right of Richard Basset, son of Geoffrey Ridel, and his heirs, 
the deed would be set at nothing and the canons would face a penalty of 
£20. They would retain only the confirmation of Geoffrey Ridel and that 
of his son Richard Basset. There is no mention of any consideration paid 
for this surrender, but a final concord made on the same day (ibid, 45, 
no. 84) shows that the priory had been claiming a carucate of land in 
Weston (-by-Welland) against Richard. The priory surrendered its claim 
in exchange for two bovates of land in Weston.  

The agreement makes clear Basset’s frustration with the priory. 
We may postulate that there had been several disputes between the 
parties and that the priory had been showing documents in the name of 
Geoffrey Ridel to promote their claims. Did Basset himself suspect 
forgery? Such a suspicion would seem to be the only plausible 
explanation of the unusual terms of the agreement. 

Only a few documents from the priory’s archive have survived. No 
cartulary for Launde is recorded, nor are there any extensive antiquarian 
transcripts of deeds. As noted above, the three general confirmations by 
Henry I and Henry II were preserved by inspeximus. Dugdale gives no 
indication of where he copied a different version of 000, Regesta 1390. 
A few original twelfth-century documents survive in the archive of All 
Souls College, Oxford. These include the two episcopal confirmations 
noticed above and an original charter of Henry II, ordering Robert, 
bishop of Lincoln, to prevent the prior and canons from being unjustly 
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vexed or impleaded concerning their church of Tilton (Leics), against the 
charter of Everard who gave the church and the bishop’s own charter 
(H2/1457). Some twelfth-century deeds from the collection are printed 
under Whadborough in Nichols, Leicestershire, iii. 332–4. All Souls’ 
possession of these muniments, known as the ‘Whadborough charters’, 
calendared briefly in C. T. Martin, Catalogue of the Archives in the 
Muniment Rooms of All Souls’ College (London, 1877), 257–62, stems 
from the college’s acquisition of the holdings of Alberbury priory 
(Salop) in Whatborough, two miles north-west of Launde priory. The 
college was granted the property by Henry VI in 1437, after Alberbury 
had been sequestered as an alien priory. Land in Whatborough had 
already been the subject of agreements and exchanges between the 
priories of Alberbury and Launde. All Souls subsequently leased its 
holdings in Whatborough to Launde priory. There were lengthy disputes 
between the college and the post-Dissolution owners of the Launde 
estate that were not resolved until early in the seventeenth century 
(Nichols, Leicestershire, iii. 332; Martin, Catalogue, 262–9; N. 
Hutchings, ‘The plan of Whatborough’, Landscape History 11 (1989), 
83–92, at pp. 1–2). 

There are some slight remains of the priory. Launde Abbey, a 
country house built early in the seventeenth century, incorporated part of 
the priory church as a chapel. According to the English Heritage Listing 
Summary, parts of the shafts of the Norman crossing are visible, with 
round shafts, scalloped capitals, and a fragment of an arch. A narrow 
Early English archway may have been the former chancel arch, or 
perhaps the arch to a south aisle chapel. 

000†  Purported charter confirming all the gifts made by 
Richard Basset and his wife Matilda Ridel and anything 
that others will give 

CHANCERY ENROLMENTS: Charter Roll 7 Edward II, C53/100, mem. 16, no. 38, 
inspeximus dated 15 October 1313 (CalCh, iii. 223) [B]; Charter Roll 4 Edward III, 
C53/117, mem. 4, no. 5, inspeximus dated 23 January 1331 (CalCh, iv. 202) [from B]. 
CHANCERY ENGROSSMENT: Oxford, All Souls College Archives, Whadborough Charter 
no. 132, inspeximus of 36 Elizabeth I, dated 17 June 1594, from inspeximus of 4 
Edward III. 
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPTS: Bodl. MS Dugdale 11, fol. 54r (transcript by Dugdale, a 
different version of the charter with dating clause, see text below) [source not cited]; 
BL MS Harley 380, fol. 32r (transcript by Dugdale, as in MS Dugdale 11, erroneously 
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annotated by Simonds D’Ewes ‘in exemplificat’ cartae H(enrici) I inter rot. chart. de 
anno 7.E.2. no. 38’); BL MS Harley 2060, fol. 23r (old p. 38) (copy by Randle Holme, 
c. 1571–1655) (‘adhuc transcripta per Mr Dugdale’) [as in MS Harley 380, including 
D’Ewes annotation]; BL Add. MS 4937, fol. 198r–v (‘Carta regis Henrici primi 
donatorum concessiones recitans et confirmans’) (copied by Francis Peck, c. 1730) 
[from Dugdale’s Monasticon]. 
PRINTED: Dugdale, ii. 90–91 bis [from inspeximus of 4 Edward III], repr. Monasticon, 
vi. 188 (no. i); Nichols, Leicestershire, iii. 301a [from Dugdale]. 
CALENDAR: Farrer, noted as a variant to no. 610; Regesta 1390.

H(enricus) rex Angl(orum) Willelmo archiepiscopo Cant’ et 
Alexandro episcopo Lincoln’ comitibus baronibus et omnibus 
fidelibus suis clericis et laicis salutem. Sciatis me concessisse 
et confirmasse omnes donaciones quas Ricardus Basset et 
Matild(is) Ridel uxor eius fecerunt deo et canonicis ecclesie 
sancti Iohannis Baptiste de Landa quam fundauerunt pro 
anima regis Willelmi patris mei, scilicet [1] uillam de 
Lodint(on) cum ecclesia et omnibus eiusdem uille pertinentiis, 
[2] Frisebi cum ecclesia eiusdem uille et omnibus pertinentiis 
suis, ecclesias de [3] Weled(on), de [4] West(on), de [5]

Weleh(am), de [6] Pictele, de [7] Essebi, de [8] Warleie, de [9]

Ketleby, de [10] Oudebi, de [11] Colest(on), de [12] Hadersege, 
de [13] Stant(on), de [14] Thacheham, de [15] Patingham, de [16]

Widerele, de [17] Malueshulla. Preterea concedo et carta mea 
presenti prefatis canonicis confirmo quicquid eis ab aliis 
datum fuerit tam in terris quam in ecclesiis et in aliis 
redditibus quibuslibet sicut carte donatorum testantur. Quare 
uolo et firmiter precipio quod omnia supradicta bene et in 
pace, libere et quiete et honorifice teneant imperpetuum in 
liberam elemosinam cum omnibus pertinentiis suis absque 
omni seculari seruicio et consuetudine, in bosco, in plano, in 
pratis, in pascuis, in molendinis et stagnis et aquis, in uiis, in 
semitis et in omnibus locis et sicut Ric(ardus) Basset unquam 
melius et liberius uel aliquis antecessorum suorum tenuit cum 
soca et saca et tol et theam et infangentheof’ et cum omnibus 
libertatibus ad liberam et perpetuam elemosinam 
pertinentibus. Testibus Rogero episcopo Salesb’, Rand(ulfo) 
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cancellario, Sym(one) comite et Gilberto de Aquila, Hug(one) 
uicec(omite) Leycestr’. Apud Westm’. 

a Walueshull Monasticon 

Dugdale 11 reads: 
Henr(icus) dei gratia rex Anglor(um) &c. Willelmo archiepiscopo Cant’ et Alexandro 
episcopo Linc’ abbatibus &c. comitibus baronibus &c. salutem. Sciatis me confirmasse 
omnes donationes quas Ricardus Basset et Matildis Ridel uxor eius fecerunt deo et 
canonicis ecclesie sancti Iohannis Bapt(iste) de Landa quam fundauere [sic] pro anima 
regis Willelmi patris mei scilicet uillam de Lodinton cum ecclesia, Friseby uillam cum 
ecclesia, ecclesias de Weledon, de Westweleigh, de Pittele, de Esseby, de Worley, de 
Kettilby, de Ondeby, de Colese<ton>, de Hadersege, de Staunton, de Thacham, de 
Patingham, de Widerle, de Malueshall, cum soca et saca, cumb tol et theam et 
infangentheoff. Test(ibus) Rog(ero) episcopo Sar’, Ranulfo cancellario, Simone comite, 
Gilberto de Aquila, Hugone uic(ecomite) Leicestr’. Datum apud Westm(onasterium). 
Anno regni nostri XXVIto. 

b om. Harley 380

Henry king of the English to William archbishop of Canterbury and Alexander bishop 
of Lincoln earls barons and all his sworn men clerical and lay greeting. Know that I 
have granted and confirmed all the gifts that Richard Basset and Matilda Ridel his wife 
made to God and the canons of the church of St John the Baptist of Launde, which they 
founded for the soul of King William my father, namely [1] the vill of Loddington with 
the church and all things belonging to the same vill, [2] Frisby with the church of the 
same vill and all its belongings, the churches of [3] Weldon, of [4] Weston, of [5]
Welham, of [6] Pytchley, of [7] Ashby, of [8] Wardley, of [9] Kettleby, of [10] Oadby, 
of [11] Colston, of [12] Hathersage, of [13] Stanton, of [14] Thakeham, of [15]
Pattingham, of [16] Witherley, of [17] Mansel. Moreover I grant and by my present 
charter confirm to the foresaid canons whatever was given to them by others whether in 
land or in churches, and in whatsoever other rents, as the charters of the donors 
witness. Wherefore I will and firmly command that they shall hold all the abovesaid 
well and in peace, freely and quietly and honourably forever, in free alms with all their 
belongings, without any secular service or custom, in wood, in field, in meadows, in 
pastures, in mills and ponds and waters, in ways, in paths and in all places, and just as 
Richard Basset or any of his predecessors, ever well and freely held, with soke and sake 
and toll and team and infangthief and with all liberties belonging to free and perpetual 
alms. Witness Roger bishop of Salisbury, Ranulf the chancellor, Earl Simon, and 
Gilbert de l’Aigle, Hugh sheriff of Leicester. At Westminster. 

DATE: The witness of Ranulf the chancellor is incompatible with the address to 
Alexander bishop of Lincoln. Ranulf died in January 1123, while Alexander was not 
nominated to the see of Lincoln until Easter the same year. Dugdale’s version is dated 
26th year of the reign, so between 5 August 1125 and 4 August 1126, but the king was 
in Normandy for the whole of that period. The editors of Regesta stated that the dating 
clause ‘seems to have been added by Dugdale to the charter roll version’, but careful 
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examination of the antiquary copies proves that Dugdale had seen a slightly different 
charter. His transcript was annotated by D’Ewes, who erroneously assumed it was from 
the charter roll. 
ADDRESS: To Archbishop William and Bishop Alexander, the earls, barons and all the 
king’s sworn men clerical and lay. An unusual form, probably confected by the forger 
rather than copied from an authentic act.  
WITNESS: Roger bishop of Salisbury, Ranulf the chancellor, Earl Simon of 
Northampton, Gilbert de l’Aigle, Hugh sheriff of Leicestershire. The witness list and 
place-date may have been taken from an authentic act of 1107 × 1111; i.e. after Ranulf 
was appointed chancellor and before the king’s last departure from England during the 
lifetime of Earl Simon.  
PLACE: Westminster. 
CONTEXT: A general confirmation, specifying mainly churches but also land in 
Loddington and Frisby-on-the-Wreak. In almost all the places a Basset interest can be 
discerned from other evidence, but it is doubtful whether the priory ever had possession 
of some of the property listed. 
[1] This was the site of the priory. A manor of 12 carucates in Loddington was held by 
one Robert of Robert de Bucy in 1086 (DB, i. 234c; Leics § 17. 24). According to the 
PRO copy of the Leicestershire survey, datable c. 1129–30, Richard Basset held 12 
carucates in Loddington. An annotation to the Basset abstract of the survey adds the 
detail that these had been held by Warin Ridel by the service of ‘providing a messenger 
to go through the whole of England for the justiciar’ (Slade, Leicestershire Survey, 15, 
24). The Matriculus of c. 1232 records that the church of Loddington belonged to 
Launde de antiquo (Rot. Welles, i. 258). The priory had extensive interests in 
Loddington. The post-Dissolution accounts gave the annual value of the rectory at £8, 
and rents amounted to over £62. This was in addition to £93 for Launde itself, 
comprising the rent of the manor of Launde, with the site of the priory and its demesne 
(Monasticon, vi. 190). 
[2] The king held 8 carucates in Frisby [-on-the-Wreak] in 1086 (DB, i. 230c; Leics § 1. 
3). Earl Hugh had 3 carucates there (DB, i. 237a; Leics § 43. 1). The same holdings 
were recorded c. 1129–30 in the Leicestershire survey (Slade, Leicestershire Survey, 
17). How the king’s 8 carucates came into the hands of the Basset family is not 
recorded. Geoffrey II Ridel, in his 1166 return of fees, says that the canons held eight 
carucates in Frisby of new feoffment, i.e. enfeoffed after the death of Henry I (RBE, 
331), so the land should not have been included here. In the Leicestershire account of 
Michaelmas 1176, under the heading ‘de escaetis per iusticiarios errantes’, the sheriff 
accounted for ‘xl s. de exitu de Frisebi hoc anno et amodo x l.’ (PR 22 Henry II, 187). 
The following year the sheriff accounted for the Frisby farm of £10 and Hugh of Frisby 
accounted for 10 marks ‘pro concelatione firme de Frisebi’ (PR 23 Henry II, 30, 35). 
From then onwards the sheriff accounted annually for the Frisby estate, and from 
Michaelmas 1179 the roll noted that the canons of Launde had held the land (PR 25 
Henry II, 115). At Michaelmas 1189 the sheriff accounted for £5 for the half year 
‘before the king gave it to William de Camera and Richard de Landa’ (PR 1 Richard I, 
128). The following year the canons proffered £20 ‘pro habenda recognitione utrum 
terra de Frisebi quam clamant de dono Radulfi (sic) Basset sit de feodo ipsius an de 
dominico regis’ (PR 2 Richard I, 44). The escheat of Frisby was perhaps associated 
with the trouble Geoffrey II Ridel found himself in in 1177, when he accounted in 
Northamptonshire for 300 marks ‘de misericordia pro foresta, et quia dominus rex 
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remittit ei iram suam’ (PR 23 Henry II, 94). The Matriculus records that the church of 
Frisby-on-the-Wreak belonged to the priory ‘from the foundation of the house’ (Rot. 
Welles, i. 259). In 1206 the prior of Launde was refused a day for his plea against the 
king concerning Frisby (Frith) church, as the king was beyond the sea (CRR, iv. 231). 
The priory held the rectory and extensive rents in Frisby at the Dissolution 
(Monasticon, vi. 189), so it appears that the canons were successful in recovering their 
lands.
[3] Robert de Bucy held Weldon in 1086 (DB, i. 225b; Northants § 30. 6). Great 
Weldon was the caput of the Basset barony by early in the thirteenth century, if not 
before. The priory held the rectory at the Dissolution (Monasticon, vi. 189b). 
[4] Robert de Bucy held two hides and two parts of one hide in Weston (-by-Welland) 
in 1086 (DB, i. 225b; Northants § 30. 2); Countess Judith held one hide and the third of 
a hide in the same vill (DB, i. 228b; Northants § 56. 4). The priory held the rectory at 
the Dissolution (Monasticon, vi. 189b). The priory also held land in Weston. In 1166 
Geoffrey II Ridel stated that the canons held one carucate of new feoffment there (RBE, 
331). It was presumably the same land, then assessed at 3½ virgates, which the priory 
was said to hold of the fee of Richard Basset in 1275–6 (HundR, ii. 11a). 
[5] One Gilbert held 6 carucates of Robert de Bucy in Welham in 1086 (DB, i. 234b; 
Leics § 17. 19). The Matriculus records that Welham belonged to the prior of Launde 
de antiquo (Rot. Welles, i. 261). The priory held the rectory at the Dissolution 
(Monasticon, vi. 189b). 
[6] In 1086, Pytchley was held by one Azo of the abbot of Peterborough (DB, i. 222a; 
Northants § 6a. 25). In 1155 × 1166 Prior R(alph) of Launde renounced to 
Peterborough his priory’s right in Pytchley church ‘iuxta decretum domini 
Lincolniensis episcopi R(oberti)’ (EEA 1 Lincoln 1067–1175, 203, App. 1, no. 31). 
Richard Basset of Weldon was holding the manor of Pytchley of the abbot of 
Peterborough at his death in 1276 (CalIPM, ii. 117, no. 192).  
[7] Four hides in Ashby St Ledgers were held by Hugh de Grandmesnil in 1086 (DB, i. 
224c; Northants § 23. 4); it passed, like much of the Grandmesnil fee, to the earls of 
Leicester early in the twelfth century (Fees, 1289). The Northamptonshire survey 
included four hides in Ashby of the fee of the earl of Leicester (VCH Northants, i. 
371b). A mid-thirteenth century Basset feodary notes two carucates held by Launde 
priory in ‘Esseby de sancto Leodogaro’ (BL Sloane Roll xxxi. 7, rot. 12r). Bishop 
Robert de Chesney’s confirmation includes the church of ‘Assebi iuxta Davintre’ (EEA
1 Lincoln 1067–1175, 89–90, no. 143), i.e. Ashby St Ledgers; the confirmation of 
Bishop Hugh of Avalon specifies ‘ecclesiam sancti Leodegarii de Asseby’ (EEA 4 
Lincoln 1186–1206, 61–2, no. 84). The priory presented to the church in 1223 (Rot. 
Welles, ii. 201–2; Smith, Acta of Hugh of Welles, 99, no. 204). The priory held the 
rectory at the Dissolution (Lands of Dissolved Houses, ii. 88).  

The priory also held the church of Ashby Folville. According to Bishop Hugh 
of Avalon’s confirmation this had been given to the priory by Ralph de Folville. Land 
in Ashby Folville was held in 1086 by one Hugh of Henry de Ferrers and by one Ralph 
of Countess Judith (DB, i. 233b, 236c; Leics §§ 14. 17, 40. 32). The priory held the 
rectory of Ashby Folville at the Dissolution (Monasticon, vi. 189b). 

The Basset family also had an interest in Ashby Parva, where Robert de Bucy 
held 2 carucates in 1086 (DB, i. 234b; Leics § 17. 5). The church was later held by the 
Knights Hospitaller, but Canwell, the priory founded by Matilda Ridel’s mother Geva, 
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had a pension of 4s annually from it by the 1230s (Rot. Welles, i. 243; Taxatio, 63a; 
VCH Staffs, iii. 214b). 
[8] Wardley is not mentioned in Domesday Book. It was probably part of the manor of 
Ridlington, which had seven unnamed outliers and three churches, land of the king in 
1086 (DB, i. 294d; Rutl § R20; VCH Rutland, ii. 53). Wardley with its appurtenances 
was among the property given by Geoffrey II Ridel to his brother (-in-law) John (de 
Stuteville) before 1166 (Basset Charters, no. 175; RBE, 331). The Basset feodary of the 
first half of the thirteenth century notes one fee held of Walkelin de Ferrers (of 
Oakham) in Wardley, with appurtenances in Belton (-in-Rutland); Basset’s tenant was a 
daughter of John de Stuteville. The feodary states that Wardley church had been given 
to Launde priory by Richard Basset (BL Sloane Ch. xxxi. 5). A spurious writ in the 
name of William I grants the churches of Uppingham and Wardley in Rutland, with the 
church of Belton (-in-Rutland) to Westminster abbey (W1/335; Mason, Westminster 
Charters, 40, no. 46; Belton was misidentified by both Bates and Mason as Belton in 
Lincolnshire). The abbot of Westminster and the prior of Launde were disputing the 
advowson of Wardley in 1205 (CRR, iii. 295). For Westminster’s interests in Rutland, 
originally granted by Edward the Confessor, see E. Mason, ‘Westminster abbey’s 
Rutland churches’, Rutland Record 5 (1985), 163–6. References given at VCH Rutland, 
ii. 56 show that Launde retained possession of Wardley church and its chapel at Belton. 
The post-Dissolution accounts mention tithes in Belton, but not the rectory of Wardley 
(Monasticon, vi. 189–90; Lands of Dissolved Houses, ii. 87). 
[9] One Gerard held 6 carucates of Robert de Bucy in (Ab) Kettleby in 1086 (DB, i. 
234c; Leics § 17. 30). In both the PRO version and the Basset abstract of the 
Leicestershire survey, Richard Basset is said to hold 9 carucates in Ab Ketelby and 
Holwell of the Ridel fee (Slade, Leicestershire Survey, 21, 25). The prior of Launde 
held the church in the 1230s (Rot. Welles, i. 272).  
[10] In 1086 1½ carucates in Oadby were held by one Roger of Hugh de Grandmesnil 
(DB, i. 232c; Leics § 13. 31); 9 carucates and 2 bovates were held by Countess Judith; 
one Robert held a further 2 carucates, less 2 bovates, in Oadby and Wigston (Magna) of 
the countess (DB, i. 236b–c; Leics §§ 40. 1, 25). The prior of Launde held the church in 
the 1230s; the canons received 1 mark from the vicar ab antiquo (Rot. Welles, i. 238–
39). 
[11] Colston Basset (Notts) is omitted from Domesday, but Wiverton and Salterford, 
held by Osbern fitz Richard, are both said to have soke in Colston. This led F. M. 
Stenton to postulate that the entry for Granby, also held by Robert d’Oilly of Osbern 
fitz Richard, was a slip: the scribe ought to have written Colston (DB, i. 292a; §§ 27. 1–
3; VCH Notts, i. 233; Ctl. Boarstall, 327). Ralph Basset and his wife ‘A.’ sent a monk 
to the monastery at Eynsham, with ‘unam carrucatam terre in uilla sitam, que Chinalton 
uocatur, que scilicet terra Colestune pertinet’, by deed dated 1120 (Ctl. Eynsham, i. 91, 
no. 100). Colston was among the property given by Geoffrey II Ridel to his brother 
Ralph Basset, of whom it was held by Gervase fitz Richard (Wrottesley, ‘Basset 
charters’, Staffs Collections 3 (1882), 188–9; Reedy, Basset Charters, 112, no. 174). 
Colston was once part of the honour of Wallingford. According to Geoffrey Ridel’s 
return of fees of 1166, Ralph son of Ralph Basset held Colston ‘which Ralph Basset, 
my (Geoffrey II Ridel’s) grandfather, held’ of the honour of Wallingford for the service 
of one knight (RBE, 331). A dispute between a later Ralph Basset and the prior of 
Launde concerning free chase, grazing rights, and tithes in Colston was settled by a 
lengthy final concord of 3 February 1248 (Reedy, Basset Charters, 104–6, no. 166). In 
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1274–5 it was found that the priory held land in Colston Basset by gift of an ancestor of 
Ralph Basset, but the extent was not known, nor when the priory had acquired the land 
(HundR, ii. 319a). The priory held the rectory at the Dissolution (Monasticon, vi. 189b). 
[12] Hathersage (Derbs) was held by Ralph fitz Hubert in 1086 (DB, i. 277b; Leics § 
10. 17). It is unclear how the Basset family or the priory gained an interest in the 
church. A Basset feodary of the first half of the thirteenth century notes one knight’s fee 
in Hathersage, held by one Matthew, but does not name the tenant-in-chief (BL Sloane 
Ch. xxxi. 5). Matthew was presumably Matthew of Hathersage, who in 1242–3 was 
said to hold half a fee in Hathersage of Ralph de Fressenville, who held of the barony of 
Hugh fitz Ralph (Fees, 998). The priory held the rectory at the Dissolution 
(Monasticon, vi. 189b). 
[13] The place here is likely to be either Stoney Stanton (wap. Guthlaxton, Leics) or 
Stonton Wyville (wap. Gartree, Leics). Geoffrey II Ridel granted property in Stanton
and elsewhere to ‘John, my brother’, elsewhere referred to as ‘John fitz John’, and 
apparently to be identified with Geoffrey’s brother-in-law John de Stuteville (Reedy, 
Basset Charters, no. 175). Reedy identified that place as Stonton Wyville, but it could 
just as well be Stoney Stanton. A series of charters in one of the Osney cartularies 
indicates that Ralph Basset, father of Richard Basset, gave Osney priory certain 
churches including Stantona in 1123 × c. 1127 (Ctl. Oseney, vi. 129–31). Whatever the 
correct identification, neither Osney nor Launde were able to retain an interest in the 
church or churches.  

One Hugh held six carucates of Hugh de Grandmesnil in Stonton Wyville in 
1086 (DB, i. 232d; § 13. 36); Countess Judith held two carucates (DB, i. 236c; § 40. 
28). An incomplete entry at the beginning of the PRO version of the Leicestershire 
survey suggests that Hugh de Grandmesnil’s six carucates in Stonton Wyville passed to 
the earl of Leicester, as did most of Hugh’s fee. The earl’s tenant is not named (VCH 
Leics i. 344a; Slade, Leicestershire Survey, 23, 33). In the Basset version of the survey, 
six carucates in Stonton Wyville (Stanton), in Gartree wapentake, are said to be held by 
Richard Basset (Slade, Leicestershire Survey, 23). A Basset feodary of the first half of 
the thirteenth century notes a fee of six carucates in Stanton, held by Robert de Wyville 
(BL Sloane Ch. xxxi. 5). The only other link between Basset and Stonton Wyville 
found by the editors of the Victoria County History was a case of 1252, in which Isabel 
de Wyville claimed of Ralph Basset two parts of 33 acres in Staunton, as the heir of 
Thomas de Wyville (VCH Leics, v. 309; G. F. Farnham, Leicestershire Medieval 
Pedigrees (Leicester, 1925), 107). It is thought that Hugh, the tenant of Hugh de 
Grandmesnil in 1086, was the ancestor of the Wyville family from which the vill was 
named, who held in the thirteenth century (VCH Leics, i. 291–2). The advowson of 
Stonton Wyville belonged to Robert de Wyville in the 1230s (Rot. Welles, i. 262). It 
seems therefore that the Basset family had a mesne interest in Stonton, but it has left 
little trace. 

Six carucates in Stoney Stanton had been held by Robert Dispenser in 1086 
(DB, i. 234d; Leics § 19. 2). There is copious evidence for the Basset interest in Stoney 
Stanton in the thirteenth century (Nichols, Leicestershire, iv. 963a). William Basset was 
patron of the church in the 1230s (Rot. Welles, i. 244).  
[14] This is almost certainly Thakeham in Sussex, held by one Morin of William de 
Braose in 1086. In 1066 Brixi had held it, for 20 hides, but in 1086 it answered only for 
5 hides. There was already a church there (DB, i. 29b; § 13. 49). A Basset feodary of 
the first half of the thirteenth century records a single fee in Tacheam, corrected to 



21 MAY 2018 LAUNDE PRIORY 13

Þacheam by a later scribe, held of William de Braose (BL MS Sloane Ch. xxxi. 5). The 
Basset interest in Thakeham appears to have been short-lived, as also does Launde’s 
interest in the church there. Neither Basset nor Launde are mentioned in the account of 
the manors and church at Thakeham at VCH Sussex, vi/2. 34–40, 45–8. 
[15] Pattingham (Staffs), where the king held a manor of 2 hides in 1086, had been held 
in 1066 by Earl Algar (DB, i. 246c; Staffs § 1. 28). According to one of Bernard de 
Neufmarché’s deeds for Battle, Pattingham church was one of four churches he gave 
which formed part of the endowment of Brecon priory (see H1/Brecon, Headnote). The 
manor later passed to the honour of Chester. It does not seem to have been among the 
lands given to Geva Ridel by her father Hugh, earl of Chester, so presumably came to 
the Ridel or Basset family by a different route. Richard Basset paid 4 marks on land in 
Pattingham and Drayton of the earl of Chester’s fee, of old feoffment, in 1235–6 (Fees, 
544). The rectory belonged to Launde at the Dissolution (Monasticon, vi. 189b). 
[16] Witherley (Leics) does not appear in Domesday book. Its later appearance in the 
hands of the earls of Leicester suggests that it had belonged to Hugh de Grandmesnil in 
1086. It was listed with other lands in Geoffrey II Ridel’s gift to his brother Ralph 
Basset (Wrottesley, ‘Basset charters’, 188–9), but Nichols, Leicestershire, iv. 1007a, 
prints another deed whereby the same Geoffrey gave the manor to Geoffrey Marmion, 
to be held by the service of one knight of the earl of Leicester, by the hand of Geoffrey 
Ridel. Nichols, iv. 1009a, citing ‘Reg. Abb. Lyrens’ states that it was given by Robert 
Bossu, earl of Leicester (i.e. the second earl, 1118–1168), to Lyre abbey in Normandy. 
As is plain from the presentations made in the first half of the thirteenth century, the 
advowson remained in the hands of Lyre abbey.  
[17] This place appears as Malueisella in H2/1456. The above-mentioned Basset 
feodary shows a holding of one knight’s fee in Maunisille, of the fee of William de 
Braose, held of Basset by William de Caynis (BL Sloane Ch. xxxi. 5). This points to 
Mansel Lacy in Herefordshire, which Domesday calls Malueselle and lists among in the 
lands held by Grifin son of Mariadoc in 1086 (DB, i. 187c; §§ 31. 4–5). The 
Herefordshire Domesday, written c. 1160 × c. 1170, shows that William II de Braose 
was then holding five of the seven manors that Grifin son of Mariadoc had held in 
1086, including the two manors in Mansel Lacy (Herefordshire Domesday, 72, 122–3). 
Malueshulle is mentioned in the treaty between William de Braose and Earl Roger of 
Hereford made in 1148 × 1154, which shows that Gilbert de Lacy had a claim in the 
manor (Z. N. Brooke and C. N. L. Brooke, ‘Hereford cathedral dignitaries in the twelfth 
century—Supplement’, Cambridge Historical Journal 8 (1946), 179–185, at p. 185). 
Mansel Lacy was a member of the honour of Radnor, which appears to have been 
forfeit by William III de Braose in 1208, but later restored to his descendants (Sanders, 
English Baronies, 108; Fees, 800). There is no sign of the Basset or Keynes interests in 
1242–3, when Katherine de Lacy was said to hold three hides in Maumeshull’ Lacy as 
one knight’s fee of the honour of Radnor (Fees, 802). Nor is there any further 
indication of Launde’s interest in the church, which was held by Aconbury priory at the 
Dissolution (Monasticon, vi. 491v). 
AUTHENTICITY: Not authentic. Round noted the chronological difficulties in the witness 
list and address clause, but added ‘there is nothing indeed in the form of the document 
to excite suspicion, nor do I impugn it without reluctance’ (J. H. Round, ‘The spurious 
Tewkesbury charter’, Genealogist NS 8 (1892), 92–3; idem, Feudal England (1895), 
485). There is also the problem of the priory’s possession of Frisby, said in 1166 to 
have been of new feoffment. Few if any of Henry I’s confirmations of large numbers of 
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churches and lands to religious houses can be regarded as authentic. There is much 
phrasing here that shows it is not a product of the royal chancery, ‘clericis et laicis’, 
‘carta mea presenti prefatis canonicis confirmo’, ‘ad liberam et perpetuam elemosinam 
pertinentibus’, but the inclusion of a ‘quare uolo’ clause shows imitation of chancery 
style. Three versions of this act survive i.e. the main text here, the dated version 
preserved by Dugdale’s transcript, and the similar act 000, Regesta 1839. It is not 
uncommon to find multiple versions of forged acts, adapted to fit specific challenges to 
the beneficiary’s possessions. As discussed in the headnote, it is probable that this act 
was first forged before the priory obtained the general confirmation from Henry II in 
1155 × 1158, but it may have been altered after that date.  

000†  Another version, again confirming all the gifts made by 
Richard Basset and his wife Matilda Ridel and anything 
that others will give 

CHANCERY ENROLMENTS: Charter Roll 7 Edward II, C53/100, mem. 16, no. 38, 
inspeximus dated 15 October 1313 (CalCh, iii. 223) [B]; Charter Roll 4 Edward III, 
C53/117, mem. 4, no. 5, inspeximus dated 23 January 1331 (CalCh, iv. 202) [from B]. 
CHANCERY ENGROSSMENT: Oxford, All Souls College Archives, Whadborough Charter 
no. 132, inspeximus of 36 Elizabeth I, dated 17 June 1594, from inspeximus of 4 
Edward III. 
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: BL Add. MS 4937, fol. 197r (‘Alia eiusdem regis Henrici 
carta’) (copied by Francis Peck, c. 1730) [from Dugdale’s Monasticon]. 
PRINTED: Dugdale, ii. 91 bis [from inspeximus of 4 Edward III], repr. Monasticon, vi. 
188–9 (no. ii); Nichols, Leicestershire, iii. 301b [from Dugdale]. 
CALENDAR: Farrer 610; Regesta 1839.

H(enricus) rex Angl(orum) archiepiscopis episcopis abbatibus 
comitibus baronibus iustic(iariis) uicecomitibus ministris et 
omnibus fidelibus suis clericis et laicis francis et anglis tocius 
Anglie salutem. Sciatis me concessisse et confirmasse deo et 
sancto Iohanni Baptiste de Lodintona et canonicis ibidem deo 
seruientibus omnes ecclesias et terras et redditus et tenaturas 
subscriptas quas Ric(ardus) Basset et Matild(is) uxor sua eis in 
elemosinam dederunt et concesserunt sicut cartule predicti 
<Ric(ardi)> Basset testantur, uidelicet [1] totam uillam <de> 
Lodintonam et [18] V uirgatas terre de Nortuna cum hominibus 
et omnibus ad easdem terras pertinentibus sicut Ric(ardus) 
Basset et uxor sua dederunt et concesserunt et sicut carte eius 
testantur. Et preterea concedo et confirmo in perpetuam 
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elemosinam omnes ecclesias quas predictus <Ric(ardus)> 
Basset eis dedit et concessit sicut cartule sue testantur, 
uidelicet ecclesias de [3] Weled(on) et de [4] West(on) et de [5] 

Weleham et de [19] Holt et de [6] Picteslaia et de [7] Essebi et de 
[8] Warlea et de [9] Chetelby et de [2] Friseby et de [10] Oudeby 
et de [11] Colest(on) et de [12] Hersegia et de [13] Stantona et de 
[14] Tacheham et de [15] Patingeham et de [16] Widredelai et de 
[20] Bruct’ et de [17] Malueshella. Has omnes tenaturas tam in 
terris quam in ecclesiis et aliis redditibus et quecumque bona 
isti uel alii domini dederunt eisdem canonicis uel daturi sunt 
eis in perpetuam elemosinam confirmo et presentis sigilli mei 
impressione corroboro. Quare uolo et firmiter precipio ut 
omnes predictas elemosinas bene et in pace et libere et quiete 
teneant in bosco et plano pratis et pasturis molend(inis) et 
aquis in uia et semitis et omnibus rebus sicut Ricardus Basset 
et G(aufridus) Ridel melius et liberius tenuerunt cum socha et 
sacha et tol et theam et infangeneth’ et aliis libertatibus 
omnibus. T(estibus) H(enrico) episcopo Wynton’ et 
G(aufrido) de Glint(ona) et Alberico de Ver et R(oberto) de 
Sigillo. Apud Winlesor’. 

Henry king of the English to archbishops bishops abbots earls barons justices sheriffs 
officials and all sworn men clerical or lay French and English of all England greeting. 
Know that I have granted and confirmed to God and St John the Baptist of Loddington 
and the canons there serving God all the churches and lands and rents and tenancies 
below-written, which Richard Basset and Matilda his wife gave and granted in alms, as 
the charters of the foresaid Richard Basset witness, namely [1] the whole vill of 
Loddington and [18] five virgates of the land of Norton with the men and all things 
belonging to those lands just as Richard Basset and his wife gave and granted and as 
their charters witness. And furthermore I grant and confirm in perpetual alms all the 
churches that the foresaid Richard Basset gave and granted to them as his charters 
witness, namely the churches of [3] Weldon and of [4] Weston and of [5] Welham and 
of [19] Holt and of [6] Pytchley and of [7] Ashby and of [8] Wardley and of [9] Kettleby 
and of [2] Frisby and of [10] Oadby and of [11] Colston and of [12] Hathersage and of 
[13] Stantona and of [14] Thakeham and of [15] Pattingham and of [16] Witherley and 
of [20] Bruct’ and of [17] Mansel. I confirm and I corroborate by the impression of my 
present seal all these tenures, whether in lands or in churches and other rents and 
whatever goods they or other lords have given to the same canons, or that will be given 
to them, in perpetual alms. Wherefore I will and firmly command that they shall hold 
all the foresaid alms well and in peace, in wood and field, meadow and pasture, mills 



21 MAY 2018 LAUNDE PRIORY 16

and waters, in way and paths and in all things, as Richard Basset and Geoffrey Ridel 
well and freely held, with soke and sake and toll and team and infangthief and all other 
liberties. Witness Henry bishop of Winchester and Geoffrey de Clinton and Aubrey de 
Vere and Robert de Sigillo. At Windsor. 

DATE: The apparent date is 1129 × 1133, after the nomination of Henry of Blois as 
bishop of Winchester and before the king’s final departure from England. 
ADDRESS: General address, with the unusual ‘clericis et laicis’ added, often an 
indication of forgery. 
WITNESS: Henry bishop of Winchester, Geoffrey de Clinton, Aubrey de Vere and 
Robert de Sigillo. 
PLACE: Windsor. 
CONTEXT: A general confirmation similar to 000, Regesta 1390. The differences are set 
out in the table in the Headnote. It is difficult to say which was drawn up first. There 
were presumably inconvenient omissions in it, so another version was produced. For §§ 
1–17, see the notes to 000, Regesta 1390. 
[18] This must be East Norton, which lies just to the south of Loddington. The priory 
had substantial interests there at the Dissolution, worth over £17 annually. Both Robert 
Dispenser and Geoffrey de la Guerche had holdings of 4½ carucates in (East) Norton in 
1086 (DB, i. 235a, 235c; Leics §§ 19. 18, 29. 2). According to the Leicester survey of c.
1129–30 there were then three holdings in East Norton: one of 10 bovates, tenant not 
named; another of 6 carucates, held by Walter de Beauchamp; a third of 4 carucates and 
3 virgates, held by Roger de Mowbray (Slade, Leicestershire Survey, 15). As a virgate 
comprised two bovates in Leicestershire, it is likely that it was the first of these 
holdings that had been given to the priory. East Norton does not appear in the Basset 
abstracts from the Leicestershire survey printed by Slade, nor in Geoffrey II Ridel’s 
1166 return of fees. The Basset rolls note holdings in Norton of 1 carucate and 1 virgate 
‘of the fee of Auvers’ (BL Sloane Ch. xxxi. 5, mem. 1r; ibid. xxxi. 7, rot. 1r). This was 
presumably the priory’s land. There were also two knights’ fees in Norton and 
Stapleford that were held in one list by William Disseny and in another by Osbert 
English (ibid. xxxi. 5, mem. 1r; xxxi. 6, mem. 1r). The Leicestershire hundred enquiry 
of 1275–6 found that ‘prior de Landa tenent duas uirgatas terre et dimidiam in Norton, 
que solebant teneri de domino rege in capite’: the priory’s holding was said to be three 
virgates in another entry (HundR, i. 237b, 238b). 
[19] Nevill Holt is not mentioned in Domesday. It has been suggested that it can be 
identified with the single carucate in Blaston held by Robert [de Bucy] of Countess 
Judith in 1086 (DB, i. 236c; Leics § 40. 20; Slade, Leicestershire Survey, 32; VCH 
Leics, v. 244). Its neighbour, the lost vill of Prestgrave, may be represented by Hubert 
the chamberlain’s two carucate holding in the king’s soke in Abegrave (DB, i. 230c; 
Leics § 1. 5). In 1166 Reginald fitz Urse held 5 carucates of Geoffrey II Ridel in Holt 
and Barlestone (RBE, 331). A Basset feodary of the first half of the thirteenth century 
noted that there were 3 carucates and 3 bovates in Holt and Prestgrave of the fee of 
Geoffrey Ridel. The land was held by William de Cantilupe (BL Sloane Ch. xxxi. 5, 
mem. 1r). Slade, Leicestershire Survey, 32, notes a deed at BL MS Royal 11 B. ix 
(Davis 699), fol. 57, whereby Richard Basset and Matilda Ridel his wife gave the mill 
of Holt to St Andrew’s priory, Northampton. The church at Holt became a chapel of 
Medbourne and there is no further notice of Launde’s interest. 
[20] Bruct’ (Brutt’ in Henry II’s confirmation), has not been identified. 



21 MAY 2018 LAUNDE PRIORY 17

AUTHENTICITY: Not authentic. This act is similar to 000, Regesta 1390, but does not 
have the chronological difficulties of that document. It also avoids some of its worst 
phrasing, omitting ‘carta presenti mea . . . confirmo’ and using ‘puram elemosinam’ 
rather than ‘puram et perpetuam elemosinam’, but it introduces the unlikely ‘presentis 
sigilli mei impressione corroboro’. There is enough here to show that this is not a 
chancery production, but it nevertheless imitates a writ with a quare uolo clause. As 
with 000, Regesta 1390, it is likely that this document was initially confected before 
Henry II gave his general confirmation for the priory in 1155 × 1158.


