
21 MAY 2018 HUGH OF BUCKLAND 1

HUGH OF BUCKLAND  

Sheriff of Bedfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire,  
Essex, Hertfordshire, and Middlesex 

Archive of St Paul’s cathedral, London 

Hugh of Buckland served as sheriff of at least six counties concurrently 
under Henry I. He had been sheriff of three or four of these in the time of 
William II. Hugh was the first we know of to have been sheriff in several 
counties at once. Hugh of Leicester, otherwise Hugh the priest, appears 
to have been sheriff of four counties in the middle of the reign. Green, 
Sheriffs, 14a, notes that ‘Richard Basset and Aubrey de Vere . . . were 
appointed joint sheriffs of no fewer than eleven counties, seven at 
Michaelmas 1129 and the other four at Easter 1130’. 

Hugh took his surname from Buckland in Berkshire, some four 
miles north-east of Faringdon, which he appears to have held partly in 
chief and partly as a tenant of Abingdon abbey. His use of the surname 
shows he had a tenancy in Buckland during the reign of William II.1

1 There were four holdings in Buckland in 1086. Bishop Osbern had an estate of 8 
hides, which had answered for 15½ hides in 1066 ‘of his bishopric, as he states’, but the 
men of the hundred referred the matter to the king to judge. Abingdon abbey had 5 
hides, and the count of Evreux had two holdings, one a little over one hide, the other a 
little over two hides (DB, i. 58c, 59c, 60b; Berks §§ 5. 1, 7. 47, 17. 12–13). Hugh is 
known to have held 5 hides of the abbey, and the knight’s fee held in chief by his 
descendants appears to have been formed from the land held in 1086 by Bishop Osbern 
(VCH Berks, iv. 453–4; Chr. Abingdon, ii. 324–5 and n., 380, 385, 388, 391, 393).  
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Hugh’s ancestry is unknown. Orderic Vitalis included Hugh in his list of 
Henry I’s men ‘of base stock who had served him well’. Henry had 
‘raised them, so to say, from the dust, and heaping all kings of favours 
on them, stationed them above earls and famous castellans’. These men 
had ‘heaped up riches and built lavishly on a scale far beyond the means 
of their fathers’ (Orderic XI 2; ed. Chibnall, vi. 16–17). The Abingdon 
chronicle, composed at the abbey in the 1160s, mentions him on many 
occasions. The chronicle praised him as ‘a virtuous and wise man, who 
was sheriff not only of Berkshire but of seven other shires as well—he 
was so renowned a man and so close to the king [sc. Henry I]’ (Chr. 
Abingdon, ed. Hudson, ii. 172–3, § 170).  

Unlike some of the men on Orderic’s list Hugh had established 
himself as a royal administrator during the reign of William II. The 
Abingdon chronicle records that Modbert, custodian of Abingdon abbey 
during the vacancy of 1097–1100, entrusted ‘three hides at Hanney 
(Berks) to Hugh’ because ‘he was appointed by the king sheriff of 
Berkshire and justice of public accusations’. Later, when Abbot Faritius 
wished to have the land returned it was said that Hugh ‘greatly revered 
Abbot Faritius’s authority and on this matter let himself be advised by 
that authority and therefore he restored this land to the liberty of the 
church’ (Chr. Abingdon, ii. 62–3, 192–3, §§ 53, 188). Hugh is addressed 
in three acts of William II: as presumed sheriff of Bedfordshire, 26 
August 1087 × 3 January 1098 (W2/000, Regesta 395 for Bury St 
Edmunds); as sheriff of Middlesex, 1087 × 1093 (W2/000, Regesta 455 
for Westminster); and perhaps as sheriff of Essex in 1093 × 1100 
(W2/000, Regesta 471 for Colchester). Hugh also witnessed two acts of 
William II, one for the London Cnihtengild (W2/000, Regesta 444), the 
other for Lincoln (W2/000, Regesta 466). Further evidence for Hugh’s 
standing in London under King William II is provided by a 
memorandum, drafted at Westminster abbey c. 1095 × 1097, recording 
the return of a Worcestershire estate by Robert Dispenser (Robinson, 
Gilbert Crispin, 146–7, no. 27; Mason, Westminster Abbey Charters, 
318, no. 488). Among the witnesses were Robert’s brother Urse 
d’Abetot, Herbert the chamberlain, and Ivo Taillebois. Also named as 
witnesses, and explicitly described as barones regis, were Hugh de 
Beauchamp, William Bainard, Peter de Valognes, William the 
chamberlain, Hugh of Buckland, and Otto the goldsmith. Hugh of 
Buckland continued his central role in the administration of London after 
the accession of Henry I. Hugh, William Bainard, and the king’s ministri 
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of London were addressed in a writ-charter datable to August 1100 × 
July 1101 (000, Regesta 532 for Canterbury). 

The Abingdon chronicle says Hugh was sheriff of eight shires but 
only six can can be identified. As we have seen, he appears to have been 
sheriff of Bedfordshire, Berkshire, Essex, and Middlesex in the time of 
William II. In each of these counties he continued to serve into the reign 
of Henry I. He also appears early in Henry’s reign as sheriff of 
Buckinghamshire and was named as sheriff in the Hertfordshire copy of 
the coronation charter (000, Regesta 488 (b)). In both of these counties it 
is possible that he became sheriff in the time of William II. The treatise 
on the abacus composed by the royal clerk Thurkill cited Hugh as the 
source of the statistic that there were 2500 hides in Essex, demonstrating 
his knowledge of that county. The information was needed for Thurkill’s 
worked example, which established how much each hide must pay if 200 
marks were to be raised from the whole county (C. H. Haskins, ‘The 
abacus and the king’s curia’, EHR 27 (1912), 101–6, at 102–4). 

Hugh is depicted in the Abingdon chronicle as representing the 
abbey’s interests to the king. His tenancy in Buckland may have been 
given to him on that expectation. In c. 1110 ‘especially through Hugh of 
Buckland’s support, in return for accompanying spiritual benefit, the 
abbot so pressed upon the king’s grace that he and the church of 
Abingdon obtained lordship of that mill [sc. Hennor] for ever’ (Chr. 
Abingdon, ii. 96–7, § 71). Whether this reflects reality, or was merely the 
chronicler’s interpretation of Hugh’s repeated appearance in the 
documents he used as source material, already half a century old, is an 
open question. 

On 28 December 1115 Hugh made his last closely datable 
appearance, attesting a diploma for St Albans made at the dedication of 
the abbey church (000, Regesta 1102). Before 1 May 1118 Queen 
Matilda gave to Westminster abbey land in London that Hugh of 
Buckland ‘used to hold’ (tenebat) of the queen ‘on the abbot’s wharfe’ 
(000, Regesta 1180). 

Hugh was succeeded by his son William, who appears to have 
inherited just two knights’ fees from his father, less than might be 
expected from Orderic’s inclusion of Hugh in his list of men who had 
‘heaped up riches’. The Abingdon chronicle names William of Buckland 
as sheriff of Berkshire on 17 November 1119, and an undated rental 
‘probably from the 1120s, the 1130s, or early 1140s’ lists his 5 hide 
holding of the abbey, presumably the Buckland estate (Chr. Abingdon, ii. 
226–7, 379, 393, § 232). In 1115 × 1117, the abbot of Westminster gave 
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him Cippenham and Burnham (Bucks), Tetworth and Tonge (Hunts), to 
be held in heredity, and Chelsea (Mddx), to be held for life, at the rents 
specified (Mason, Westminster Charters, 112, no. 242). He was also a 
tenant of St Paul’s, London (see note to 000, Regesta 606 below). He is 
explicitly called William son of Hugh of Buckland in a forged charter for 
Bermondsey priory in the name of Henry I (000, Regesta 1990). There 
are several references to him in the pipe roll of 1129–30. He accounted 
for £29 0s 8d ‘for a deficit of the county of Hertfordshire for half a year’. 
He owed £13 1s 8d for the ‘old farm of the counties of his father’s time’ 
and 155 marks ‘for the land of his father and for all his father’s debts 
which he or his father owed, other than the farm’ (PR 31 Henry I, 127). 
He also owed 5 marks in Buckinghamshire for one hide of land that his 
unnamed father had held of the fee of Juliana daughter of Richard of 
Winchester (PR 31 Henry I, 100). This land lay in Missenden. William 
subsequently gave it to Missenden priory, describing it as the hide that 
Richard the archdeacon of Buckingham had held ‘aut ante eum Ricardus 
uicecomes de Bukyngham’ (Ctl. Missenden, i. 63–4, no. 62). The gift 
was confirmed by the Empress Matilda in 1141 × 1145, by Pope 
Eugenius III in 1145, and by Henry II in 1154 × 1158 (EM/587; 
Holtzmann, i. 263 (no. 33); Ctl. Missenden, iii. 219–20, no. 220; 
H2/1806). He appears in Henry II’s general confirmation for Elstow 
abbey, datable 1155 × 1158, as the donor, with his sister G(unhilda), of a 
virgate in Westcota of the burgesses’ land of Bedford (H2/820);2 and as 
the donor of land in [Great] Barrington that he had held at fee farm in a 
charter of Empress Matilda for Llanthony priory datable 1141 (EM/497) 
and its confirmation by Henry II datable 1155 × 1158 (H2/1604). 
William of Buckland last occurs in 1157–8 when he was pardoned 13s 
4d in Buckinghamshire and Bedfordshire.3 He was succeeded by Hugh II 
of Buckland, possibly his son, who is mentioned in the same roll (PR 4 
Henry II, 124, 140). 

The act of King Henry I in favour of Hugh of Buckland is a writ-charter 
of doubtful authenticity granting him the right of warren in his land of 

2 William of Buckland mentions his sister Gunhilda and her tenancy in Bedford in the 
agreement with Andrew Buccuinte concerning Kensworth, discussed in the Context 
note to 000, Regesta 606. 
3 A deed in the hands of F. C. Loder-Symonds of Hinton Waldrist, by which William of 
Buckland gave a virgate of land in Berecote (Barcote in Buckland) of estimated date 
1160–70, briefly calendared HMC 13th report, App. iv (1892), 379, no. 1, may have 
been given by this William or by his presumed grandson William II. 
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Kensworth, originally in Hertfordshire, but transferred to Bedfordshire in 
1897. It survives as a copy in the mid-thirteenth-century cartulary of St 
Paul’s, now London, Guildhall Library MS 25501, Davis 596. 

000  (Purported ?) writ-charter granting licence to Hugh of 
Buckland to have warren on his land of Kensworth 

CARTULARY COPY: London, Guildhall Library, MS 25501 (St Paul’s Liber A), fol. 3v 
(no. 37) (s. xiiimed) (‘Littere regis pro Hugone de Boclande cui dedit warennam in terra 
de Keneswrth’) (not examined) [B]. 
PRINTED: Gibbs, Early Charters, 30 (no. 41) [from B]. 
CALENDAR: Regesta 606. 

H(enricus) dei gratia rex Anglorum Roberto Lincolniensi 
episcopo et omnibus baronibus suis et fidelibus francis et 
anglis de Buccingehamscira francis et anglis salutem. Sciatis 
me dedisse et concessisse licenciam Hugoni de Boclande ut 
habeat warennam in terra sua de Chennesworda. Et uolo et 
firmiter precipio ut ita sit in defensione mea sicut mee 
dominice warenne. Dico autem in terra sua de Chennesworda 
in silua et plano. Testibus Rogero Bigot et Vr(sone) de Abetot 
et aliis. Apud Rading’.  

Henry by God’s grace king of the English to Robert bishop of Lincoln and all his 
barons and sworn men French and English of Buckinghamshire French and English 
greeting. Know that I have given and granted licence to Hugh of Buckland that he shall 
have warren in his land of Kensworth. And I will and firmly command that it shall be so 
in my protection as (are) my own demesne warrens. And I mean in his land of 
Kensworth in wood and field. Witness Roger Bigod and Urse d’Abetot and others. At 
Reading. 

DATE: The apparent date is after the coronation of the king in 1100 and before the death 
of Roger Bigod in September 1107. Urse d’Abetot died in the closing months of 1108. 
ADDRESS: Shire court of Buckinghamshire. Kensworth was in Hertfordshire, though 
within a mile of Bedfordshire and three miles of Buckinghamshire. 
WITNESS: Roger Bigod, Urse d’Abetot. 
PLACE: Reading.  
CONTEXT: The canons of St Paul’s had ten hides in Kensworth in 1086, of which 5 
hides were held in demesne, so the remaining 5 hides must have been in the hands of 
one or more tenants (DB, i. 136b; Herts § 13. 1). In 1183–4 Walter of Coutances, 
bishop of Lincoln, allowed the dean and chapter of St Paul’s to appropriate several 
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churches, including Kensworth (Gibbs, Early Charters, 229–30, no. 289; EEA 1 
Lincoln 1067–1185, 193–4, no. 314). The present charter shows that Hugh of Buckland 
held Kensworth during the reign of Henry I. It later passed to his son William of 
Buckland, who mortgaged it to Andrew Buccuinte in or before 1152. The agreement for 
mortgage was printed by H. G. Richardson, ‘An early fine: its causes and 
consequences’, Law Quarterly Review 48 (1932), 415–24, at 418–19, from St Paul’s 
MS Liber L (W.D.4), fol. 38v–39r. 

William II of Buckland, said by Richardson to be the son of William I of 
Buckland’s nephew Hugh II of Buckland, claimed rights in Kensworth in the time of 
Richard I. After a case in the king’s court between William II and the canons of St 
Paul’s, to determine whether he had the right to hold the manor of Kensworth at fee 
farm for 100s annually, he quitclaimed the manor to the canons in return for £60 by 
final concord dated at London on 12 May 1191 (Gibbs, Early Charters, 92–3, no. 124). 
Soon afterwards the two bishops presiding over the court, Richard fitz Neal, bishop of 
London, and William de Longchamp, bishop of Ely, the chancellor, ordered the tenants 
of St Paul’s to pay an aid to raise the money (EEA 26 London 1189–1228, 29–30, no. 
29; EEA 31 Ely 1109–1197, 201, no. 158; Gibbs, Early Charters, 53–4, nos. 74–5). The 
fine and the episcopal acts, but not the act of Henry I, survive as originals in the archive 
of St Paul’s. 

The land in Kensworth may have been acquired by Hugh of Buckland through 
his connection with the chapter of St Paul’s. Newcourt, Repertorium (London, 1708–
10), i. 151–2, followed by Foss, Judges, i (1848), 107, identified the sheriff Hugh of 
Buckland with the Hugh of Buckland who appears in lists of prebendaries of Harlaston 
in St Paul’s (Fasti, i. 51). Another link with St Paul’s is provided by an act of Roger, 
bishop of Salisbury, granting land in Ludgate that Hugh of Buckland had purchased of 
Peter Futnud in Roger’s fee to Geoffrey the constable. Geoffrey is known to have been 
a canon of St Paul’s (EEA 18 Salisbury, 8–9, no. 8; for Geoffrey see Fasti, i. 38). 
Christopher Brooke, ‘The composition of the chapter of St Paul’s, 1086–1163’, 
Cambridge Historical Journal 10 (1951), 111–132, at 124, note 70, concluded that the 
sheriff and the canon were ‘probably to be identified . . . but the identification cannot be 
proved’. In view of the succession of his son William, however, Hugh the sheriff was 
almost certainly married. This does not rule out his possession of a canonry, but makes 
it more likely that Hugh the canon was a relation of Hugh the sheriff, perhaps a younger 
son. 
AUTHENTICITY: The ‘dei gratia’ clause, the repetition of ‘francis et anglis’, and the use 
of ‘et aliis’ in the witness clause all suggest forgery. The writ-charter is addressed to 
Buckinghamshire rather than Hertfordshire. As St Paul’s cathedral were the tenants-in-
chief, the writ-charter ought to have been in their favour rather than Hugh’s. It does not 
follow the usual formula for such acts. Normally the king grants warren using the verb 
concedere, or orders that the grantee shall have warren; then he prohibits anyone from 
hunting without licence of the grantee. This appears to be the only act where the king 
grants ‘licence to have warren’: the phrasing dedisse et concessisse licenciam is 
certainly suspicious. The phrase ut ita sit in defensione mea sicut mee dominice 
warenne is uncommon, but almost exactly the same phrasing is used in the apparently 
authentic grants of warren for St Augustine, Canterbury, 000, Regesta 872 and for 
Malling, 000, Regesta 943. This is unlikely language for a forger to use without a 
precedent. The use of dico autem also shows familiarity with chancery practice. 
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The act appears in the first part of the cartulary, dated to 1241 by Davis, so it 
cannot have been drawn up to assist in quo warranto proceedings later in the century, 
and in any case the Buckland family had by then ended their association with 
Kensworth. Robert of Drayton was summoned to show by what warrant he claimed 
view of frankpledge, amends of bread and ale and other privileges in Caddington and 
Kensworth in 1287, but there was no mention of warren (PQW, 291a). Had the act been 
forged by any of Hugh’s descendants during the twelfth century, the inclusion of heirs 
would be expected. It may be that an authentic grant of warren has been modified to 
refer to different land, which would account for the abnormalities in the address and the 
disposition, with the much more convincing quare uolo and dico autem clauses left 
unchanged except for the substitution of the placename. It is also possible, though, that 
the irregularities reflect a combination of a royal scribe with little experience and poor 
copying by the cartularist rather than fabrication. 


