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EUSTACE OF BARRINGTON 

King’s forester in Essex 

Eustace of Barrington received a gift of lands from King Henry for his 
service as a forester: the original writ-charter is one of many medieval 
documents retained and preserved by his descendants. The Barrington 
archive contains several documents of the Anglo-Norman period, and is 
of special importance for its illustration of the terms of service of the 
men who managed the royal forests. Sometimes Eustace of Barrington 
and his descendants seem to be serving the king directly, but sometimes 
they appear as deputies of the Montfichet family, which claimed the 
wardship of the forests of Essex.1 This divided loyalty may have been a 
source of tension: in particular Henry’s act addressed to Thomas de 
Montfichet (H2/115), referred to below, suggests a dispute of some kind.  

1 For the Montfichet family as custodians of the forests of Essex, see W. R. Fisher, The 
Forest of Essex: Its History, Laws, Administration and Ancient Customs (London, 
1887), 114–16; N. Vincent, ‘Montfichet, Richard de’, ODNB; H2/1850, a grant by 
Henry II to Richard de Montfichet of the custody of the forest of Essex. There is a hint 
in Domesday book that the Essex forestership existed in 1086 and was then in the hands 
of Robert Gernon, predecessor of the Montfichet family. Under Writtle, a royal manor 
of 14 hides, we read: ‘In Harold’s time there was 1 pigman who paid a customary due 
to this manor (and) who resided on 1 virgate of land and 15 acres, but after the king 
came Robert Gernon took him from the manor and made him a forester of the king’s 
woodland’ (DB, ii. 5b; Essex § 1. 24). 
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Eustace served as a royal forester in Essex in the second half of 
Henry’s reign and early in the reign of Stephen. Eustace’s son Humphrey 
was a tenant of William de Montfichet, successor to the Domesday 
tenant-in-chief Robert Gernon (Sanders, English Baronies, 83a), 
suggesting that the surname derived from Barrington in Wetherley 
hundred in Cambridgeshire. Robert Gernon held a manor of seven hides 
in Barrington in 1086, almost half of which he had by then subinfeudated 
(DB, i. 196d; § 21. 5). It is clear from the pipe roll of 1130 that Eustace 
held land in Cambridgeshire, and evidence cited by Farrer shows that his 
descendants had interests in Thriplow, some four miles south-east of 
Barrington, and perhaps in Barrington itself.2 Eustace’s ancestry is 
unknown. Little credence can be given to a Barrington pedigree copied 
by the herald Robert Glover (1544–1588) claiming descent from ‘Sir 
Odynel of Barington (which in his youth was in service to Queen Emma 
the wife of King Etheldred, then being baron of Wegon)’ (London, 
College of Arms, MS Philipot 75, fols. 148v–150r; see also BL MS 
Lansdowne 269, fol. 254r). Thomas Wotton’s account of the family 
made a connection with Ralph of Barrington, a Domesday juror in the 
hundred of Thriplow in Cambridgeshire, and it is not implausible that he 
was a relation (Wotton, English Baronetage, i. 66; Inq. Eliensis, ed. 
Hamilton, 98; Inq. Cantabrigiensis, ed. Hamilton, 43).  

King Henry’s act for Eustace gave him the land in Hatfield that 
had belonged to Geoffrey the forester ‘for the keepership of my forest’ 
(pro custodia foreste mee) and also the land that had been Alan’s before 
he was forfeit, for which Eustace was to pay 12s annually. In 1129–30 
Eustace de Barletona received pardon by king’s writ for 4s in 
Cambridgeshire, 5s in Huntingdonshire and 12d in Northamptonshire, 
presumably representing exemption from danegeld for his land in those 
counties (PR 31 Henry I, 46, 49, 86). It is likely, therefore, that ‘Eustace, 

2 A later Eustace of Barrington was a visor in a Cambridgeshire suit in 1199. The writ 
of 1218 confirming Nicholas of Barrington’s return to allegiance was addressed to the 
sheriffs of Essex and Cambridge. In 1236 Nicholas of Barrington held one hide in 
Thriplow of the Mandeville fee. Agnes of Barrington held this hide in 1279. Nicholas 
of Barrington held in Thriplow in 1299. In 1279 Warin de Barn, probably to be 
identified with the Warin of Barrington, son of Ralph of Barton, who occurs elsewhere 
in Whitwell hundred in 1272, held half a virgate in Barrington by services of two 
trusses and a leather halter, when the lord was in the army in Wales; he held a further 
two virgates at fee farm (Farrer, Feudal Cambridgeshire, 207, 235–6, 243, 246). These 
references, in conjunction with printed Barrington pedigrees, leave no doubt that it was 
the same family that held in Cambridgeshire and Essex. 
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forester of Huntingdonshire’, who with a certain Bernard accounted for 
the forest-rent (de censu) of the forest of Huntingdonshire in 1129–30, 
was the same man (PR 31 Henry I, 48).

King Stephen gave two writs for Eustace of Barrington on a 
single occasion in 1135 × 1137. One instructs the justices, sheriffs, and 
all lords of whom Eustace held lands that he was not to be impleaded 
concerning lands that he held of the king in chief in Hatfield and 
elsewhere, and also the lands he held of others, as he had on the day of 
Henry I’s death (Ste/39). The other was addressed to Geoffrey de 
Mandeville and the king’s sheriff and officials of Essex, ordering that 
Eustace should peacefully hold his lands of the king’s fee in Hatfield and 
Writtle, and his other lands of the fees of William de Luvetot and 
Thomas of Thurrock, and of whomsoever else, as he had at Henry I’s 
death (Ste/40). Geoffrey de Mandeville, before he became earl of Essex 
in 1140, granted to Eustace of Barrington, Humphrey his son, and their 
heirs ‘the land of Alan de Scheperitha’ by a deed witnessed by 
Geoffrey’s wife Rohaise (Green, ‘Charters of Geoffrey de Mandeville’, 
104, no. 1; ERO, D/DBa T2/1–2). 

Eustace died early in Stephen’s reign. In 1135 × 1138, by writ-
charter addressed to the Essex shire court, Stephen restored and granted 
‘in feodo et hereditate’ to Humphrey son of Eustace the forester all the 
land of his father in Hatfield and Writtle. The writ-charter also granted 
Humphrey his father’s office as the king’s forester, to be held of William 
de Montfichet in Essex, as his father had held of the same William. All 
the foresters and officials of that forest were to obey him, as they had 
obeyed his father (Ste/41). William de Montfichet gave a deed to similar 
effect, granting Humphrey his rights in the forest of Essex, and 
commanding all the forest servants of Essex to obey him (ERO, D/DBa 
T2/4; copied at Bodl. MS Dodsworth 59, p. 106).3 Later, in 1138 × 1153, 
by another writ-charter addressed to the shire court of Essex, Stephen 

3 Willelmus de Munfitchet omnibus hominibus suis et amicis suis salutem. Sciatis me 
reddidisse Vmfrido filio Eustacii de Barant’ omnia iura sua forestie Essexie ita bene et 
honorifice sicut Eustachius pater suus melius de me habuit, et hoc concilio Margarete 
uxoris mee et meorum proborum hominum. Quare iubeo omnibus famulis forestarie 
Essexie ut intelligant et seruiant Hunfr(idum) de ministeriis sicut solebant patri suo. 
Test(ibus) Ric(ardo) de Poil(i), Willelmo filio Radulfi, Rogero capellano, Ioh(anne) 
Suauenutritum (from Dodsworth). William’s foundation charter for Stratford 
Langthorne abbey, was also given ‘consensu et uoluntate uxoris mee Margarete’ and  
witnessed by Richard de Poili and William fitz Ralph (Monasticon, v. 587, no. i). 
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ordered that Humphrey of Barrington was to hold his land in Hatfield, 
Writtle, Hatfield (sic), Havering, and Wethersfield well and peacefully 
(Ste/42). In 1140 × 1144 Geoffrey, earl of Essex, confirmed to 
Humphrey of Barrington all his tenements in Hatfield and Writtle 
(Green, ‘Charters of Geoffrey de Mandeville’, 104, no. 2; ERO, D/DBa 
T2/3). During the same period Gilbert de Montfichet confirmed to 
Humphrey of Barrington ‘all lands and tenements which he held of my 
father, and which Eustace of Barrington held of my father’ (ERO, 
D/DBa T2/5). ‘Humphrey son of Eustace of Barrington’ had a charter 
from Henry II in 1154 × 1157, again addressed to the Essex shire court, 
which in its first part, confirming the lands of Geoffrey the forester and 
Alan, follows Henry I’s charter very closely, though here it is made clear 
that the land was to be held also by Humphrey’s heirs. The act goes on to 
confirm all the lands that his father Eustace had held of King Henry I or 
others, as the charter of Henry I witnessed (H2/114). This suggests a lost 
act. Another act, addressed to Thomas de Montfichet and datable 1155 × 
1166, ordered that Humphrey of Barrington, the king’s forester, was to 
hold his lands of Ramsden, Stanstead and Chigwell as his father had held 
in the time of Henry I, as the charter of Henry I witnessed, and as 
Humphrey had held afterwards, as the charter of Henry II witnessed. He 
was not to be impleaded unless the king ordered it. A nisi feceris clause 
suggests that Thomas had been interfering with Humphrey’s rights 
(H2/115).4

Humphrey of Barrington is mentioned in the Waltham 
Chronicle’s description of the raid on Waltham in 1143 or 1144. The 
writer was a former canon of Waltham who compiled the work in 1177 
or soon afterwards. He had detailed knowledge of events, because his 
own house had been destroyed when Geoffrey de Mandeville set fire to 
the vill as an act of revenge against William d’Aubigny pincerna. 
Humphrey of Barrington, described as ‘forester in the shire in the service 
of lord Gilbert de Montfichet’ (per manum domini Gileberti de 
Muntifichet forestarius in prouintia), entered Waltham church on 

4 A deed of Aubrey de Vere for ‘Humphrey son of Eustace of Barrington’, gives and 
returns to him the land in Chiwellia, which his father had held of the donor in fee and 
heredity, witnessed by ‘Albery de Vere, Robert de Vere, his sons, Robert Fitz-
Williams, &c.’ (printed in T. Wotton, English Baronetage (1741), i. 66, citing ‘Barones 
in Praesenti, fol. 21’; also at Morant, Essex (11768), i. 166, with the same obscure 
reference, where the witnesses are given as ‘Aubrey de Vere my son and Robert fitz 
William and Ralph fitz Alan and Robert fitz Alan’).   
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horseback intent on ‘giving orders to those servants of the devil, and of 
stirring to even worse acts men who were of sinful inclination’. After he 
had left the church he and his horse were seized by a demon. The horse 
died, and Humphrey was cured only after he had been carried into the 
church and prayers said for him over three days. He is said to have 
expressed his gratitude to the canons by a gift of fourteen acres with 
meadow ‘next to the estate of a certain prebend at Loughton’ (Waltham 
Chronicle, cap. 32; ed. Watkiss & Chibnall, 82–3). The gift is mentioned 
in many royal and papal confirmations to Waltham, including a 
purported general confirmation in the name of Henry II, but is specified 
only as ‘terram quam dedit Vnfr(idus) de Barenton’ (Ctl. Waltham, nos. 
26, 28–30, 34–5, 41, 52–3, 55, 60, 65, 78; H2/2765). Pedigrees of the 
Barrington family, e.g. Chauncy, Hertfordshire (11700), 366, claim 
Humphrey was married to Gresilda, sister of Ralph de Marcy, with 
whom he had the manor of Kelvedon, but no contemporary evidence for 
this marriage has been found.5

By 1155 × 1166 Humphrey I was dead, when the king notified 
Gilbert de Montfichet ‘et hominibus omnium maneriorum suorum de 
Essexa et omnibus suis de quibus Vnfridus de Barenton’ tenuit terram’, 
that Walter of Hatfield was to have custody of Humphrey son of 
Humphrey of Barrington and all his land, and his office as king’s 
forester, during the king’s pleasure, and further ordering that Walter’s 
homage should be taken ‘per suum rectum releuium’ (H2/116). The 
Montfichet carta of 1166 includes a single knight’s fee belonging to 
‘Humphrey’, who with his fee was said to be in Montfichet’s custody as 
he was not yet of full age (RBE, 350–51).  

A list of Essex and Hertford serjeanties compiled c. 1212 states 
that Humphrey of Barrington (possibly of the next generation) was then 
holding an unspecified amount of land in Hatfield ‘per sergantiam 
custodiendi parcum regis’ (Fees, 337–8, 345). Another version of the list 
has him holding half a virgate in Hatfield ‘per serianteriam custodiendi 
parcum regis et boscum in eadem uilla’ (RBE, 507). In 1219 Nicholas de 
Barrington held the land, again assessed at half a virgate ‘per seriantiam 
custodiendi boscum domini regis, et ualet terra illa dimidiam marcam et 
tenet hereditarie’ (Fees, 276). In 1227 Nicholas was still holding the 

5 Ralph [de Marcy] held Kelvedon [Hatch] of Haimo Dapifer in 1086 (DB, ii. 56a; 
Essex § 28. 15; VCH Essex, iv. 65b).  
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land, but in 1235 the tenant was Michael of Barrington (Fees, 1347, 
1361). 

The writ-charter for Eustace of Barrington survives as an original from 
the archive of the Barrington family of Barrington Hall (Essex). This 
archive preserved several other original Anglo-Norman royal acts for the 
Barrington family, including the four acts of Stephen mentioned above. 
The archive also contains an original charter of Henry II, and a fifteenth-
century copy of two otherwise unknown acts of the same king (H2/114–
16). The Barrington archive has preserved two other Anglo-Norman acts.  
King Stephen’s writ for William fitz Robert (Ste/318; BL Add. Ch. 
28319), releasing him from his forfeiture for assarts in Bersiestona
(unidentified, Essex) may have concerned land later acquired by the 
Barrington family, or perhaps it came into Eustace’s or Humphrey’s 
possession through their forest serjeanty. A fifteenth-century copy of 
Stephen’s confirmation to Hatfield Broad Oak priory (Ste/374; BL Add. 
Ch. 28320) came to the family with many other priory documents after 
the Dissolution. 

John Barrington, ‘kinsman and heir of Humphrey fitz Eustace’ 
paid 1 mark in 1375 for an inspeximus of Stephen’s and Henry II’s 
grants of the Hatfield land and the forest keepership (CalPat 1374–1377, 
85–6; Ste/41; H2/114). In 1438 Thomas Barrington, son and heir of John 
Barrington, had the 1375 inspeximus enrolled (CalPat 1436–1441, 170). 
From the second half of the sixteenth century onwards the Barrington 
archive attracted the attention of antiquaries. Glover’s pedigree of the 
family has been mentioned above. An unidentified antiquary made 
copies of some of the royal acts in 1629. Roger Dodsworth obtained 
these via Simonds d’Ewes, and made his own copies at Bodl. MS 
Dodsworth 59, pp. 105–6 (000, Regesta 1518; Ste/39; H2/115–16). He 
also copied the deed of William de Montfichet noticed above, and a 
pedigree of later generations of the family. A volume belonging to the 
herald John Philipot (c. 1589–1645) also contains copies dated 1629 (BL 
MS Lansdowne 269, fols. 122r–v; 000, Regesta 1518; Ste/39; H2/115; 
H2/116 is noted only). 

A report on the Barrington archive was prepared by A. J. 
Horwood and printed by the Historical Manuscripts Commission in 1879 
(HMC 7th report, App.,  537–89). More than three hundred title deeds, 
mostly from Hatfield Broad Oak priory, and many seventeenth-century 
letters were sold to the British Museum in 1886 and are now at BL Add. 
Chs. 28313–28637 and MSS Egerton 2643–2651. Much of the remainder 
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of the archive, including several twelfth-century deeds, is now at Essex 
Record Office. 

The descent of the Barrington family has been described by H. Chauncy, Historical 
Antiquities of Hertfordshire (London, 1700), 364–7; reprinted in 2nd edn (Bishops 
Stortford, 1826), ii. 119–22; T. Wotton, English Baronetage (London, 1741), i. 65–74; 
Morant, Essex (1768), i. 166; ibid. ii. 503–505 and passim; W. Betham, Baronetage of 
England (Ipswich, 1801–5), i. 71–7; G. A. Lowndes [& W. Clayton], ‘The history of 
the Barrington family’, Transactions of the Essex Archaeological Society NS 1 (1878), 
251–75; ibid. NS 2 (1884), 3–54. G. E. Cokayne, Complete Baronetage, i. 28–30,  
gives a descent of the Barrington baronetcy from its creation in 1611 until its extinction 
in 1833; J. H. Round, ‘Barrington of Barrington Hall’, Essex Review 31 (1922), 1–5, 
gives brief details of Barrington and of the Lowndes family, their nineteenth-century 
successors at Hatfield. 

1  Writ charter granting to Eustace of Barrington the land 
that had belonged to Geoffrey the forester in Hatfield, 
for the forest keepership, and also the land that Adam 
had forfeit. 1121 × 1133 

ORIGINAL: BL Add. Charter 28313 (Bishop 305), 171–3 mm wide × 87 mm tall, 
including seal tongue 12–15 mm wide, almost full length, once folded longitudinally, 
end cut to chevron shape, discoloured area where seal was, with trace of wrapping tie 4 
mm wide, torn away; hand identified by Bishop as scribe ix [A]. 
ENDORSEMENT: ‘C(arta) regis H(enrici) filii \Willelmi/ conquestor(is) Eustac(io) de 
Barent(ona) pro terre [sic] in Hatfeld et de officio foreste’ (s. xv); ‘Kepe this chartr’ [[* 
* *]] I charge þe lete it neuer go from þe ne from noone of thyne heires for it is good to 
helpe þe yf þu or any of thyne come \to/ that inheritans’ of the manor of Barentons in 
Hatfeld (s. xv?)’.  
LOCAL COPY: BL Add. Charter 28314 (s. xv), which copies three charters. The other 
two are acts of Henry II, one for Eustace’s son Humphrey, and one concerning the 
wardship of Humphrey’s son, another Humphrey. Both are known only from this copy 
(H2/115–16). A fifteenth-century endorsement reads ‘de officio forestar(ii) et [?] 
wodwardie’. HMC 7th Rept, App., 587–8, erroneously states that Ste/374 for Hatfield 
priory is also on this membrane. 
FACSIMILE: Warner & Ellis, Facsimiles, no. 8 [from A]. 
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPTS: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 59 (copy by Roger Dodsworth 
(1585–1654), ‘charta regis H.1. in carta originali remanent(e) inter cartas 
Baringtonianas 1629 per sir Sim(onds) Dewes’), p. 105; BL MS Lansdowne 269 
(collections of John Philipot (1588–1645), sometime Somerset herald, ‘ex peruetusto 
huius chartae transcripto remanent(e) inter chartas Barringtonianas anno hoc domino 
1629’, i.e. Add. Ch. 28314), fol. 254v (now fol. 122v).  
PRINTED: ‘Writ of Henry III. relating to certain disorders [. . .] communicated by the 
late William Clayton, Esq.’, Archaeological Journal 20 (1863), 162–5, at pp. 163–4 
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[from A]; HMC 7th report (1879), App., 587a (English abstract) [from A]; Warner & 
Ellis, Facsimiles, no. 8 [from A]; (the following copies have not been checked) K. 
Brandi, Urkunden und Akten für akademische Übungen (Leipzig, 1913) [from Warner 
& Ellis]; repr. 2nd edn (Berlin, 1921), 47 (no. 32); repr. 3rd edn, titled Urkunden und 
Akten für rechtsgeschichtliche und diplomatische Vorlesungen und Übungen (Berlin, 
1932), 55–6 (no. 41). 
CALENDAR: Farrer 670; Regesta 1518.

H(enricus) rex Angl(orum) episcopo Lundon(iensi) et 
Alberico de Ver uicecom(iti) et omnibus baronibus de Essexa 
salutem. Sciatis me dedisse et concessisse Eustac(io) de 
Barentona seruienti meo terram illam quę fuit Gaufr(idi) 
forestarii in Hatfelda solutam et quietam pro custodia forestę 
meę. Et preter illam concedo ei terram quę fuit Adam qui se 
forisfec(it) de foresta mea pro XII solidis reddendis inde per 
annum sicut Ada(m) eam habebat die qua se forisfec(it) de 
foresta mea. Et uolo et precipio quod bene et in pace et 
honorifice teneat. T(estibus) Roberto de Sigillo et Willelmo de 
Montefichet et Alberico de Ver et Roberto de Ver et Roberto 
de Essexa. Apud Lundon(iam). 

Henry king of the English to the bishop of London and Aubrey de Vere the sheriff and 
all the barons of Essex greeting. Know that I have given and granted to Eustace of 
Barrington my serjeant that land that was Geoffrey the forester’s in Hatfield, paid and 
quit, for the keepership of my forest. And moreover I grant to him the land that was 
Adam’s, who was forfeit of my forest, for 12 shillings to be paid yearly for it, as Adam 
had it on the day when he was forfeit of my forest. And I will and command that he shall 
hold well and in peace and honourably. Witness Robert de Sigillo and William de 
Montfichet and Aubrey de Vere and Robert de Vere and Robert of Essex. At London.

DATE: After the appointment of Robert de Sigillo as keeper of the king’s seal in January 
1121 or later; before the king’s final crossing to Normandy in August 1133.     
ADDRESS: Shire court of Essex. 
WITNESS: Robert de Sigillo, William de Montfichet, Aubrey de Vere, Robert de Vere, 
and Robert of Essex. All except Robert de Sigillo were significant tenants-in-chief in 
Essex. William de Montfichet was in some sense Eustace’s overlord in Essex and 
Cambridgeshire. 
PLACE: London.  
CONTEXT: In 1086 the manor of Hatfield [Broad Oak], assesssed at 20 hides, was held  
by the king, mostly in demesne. Robert Gernon had 30 acres of land and another 40 
acres of woodland that had previously been held by the king’s reeve, together with half 
a hide that had been held by a freeman before 1066 (DB, ii. 2a–b; Essex § 1. 3). As the 
lands had previously been held by Geoffrey the forester it is likely that this act concerns 
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the land later held in serjeanty, and that it marks the start of Eustace’s tenure in 
Hatfield. The description of Eustace as ‘my serjeant’ suggests he was already serving 
the king in some capacity. Eustace may have already been given the land in Writtle, 
said in an act of King Stephen to have been held at the death of King Henry I (Ste/40). 


