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ROMSEY ABBEY

Benedictine nuns of St Mary and St Ethelfleda

County of Hampshire : Diocese of Winchester
Founded by Edward the Elder;

refounded as a Benedictine abbey, 967

Little is known about Romsey abbey in the late eleventh century beyond
its holdings described in the Domesday survey and the fact that in 1086
Christina, sister of Edgar Ætheling, had become a nun here (ASChr). A
cluster of eleven charters was obtained, apparently at a single occasion,
from King Henry II at Salisbury, 1155 × 1158 (perhaps in the first
months of 1155), when the charters presented for renewal included a
charter of King Edward (H2/2240), now lost; a charter of King William
(below), also lost; and six charters of King Henry I, of which four
survive. Another charter of King Henry I was renewed at Westminster at
the Exchequer (H2/2235). In 1268 three further charters of King Henry I
and further acts of King Henry II were inspected and confirmed by King
Henry III, and his inspeximus is the sole route of preservation for these
documents. The background is discussed in the headnote to the charters
of King Henry I.
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1 Lost act of William I or William II granting to the
abbey the gift by William de Falaise of one hide of land
at La Wyche, which he gave with his daughter

SOURCE: Writ-charter of King Henry II (H2/2241), datable 1155 × 1158, as copied in
the Charter Roll 52 Henry III, C53/57, mem. 4, inspeximus dated 10 July 1268 (CalCh,
ii. 102–6) [B], and subsequent charters of inspeximus. An engrossed inspeximus of 12
Richard II, dated 10 May 1389, remained at Romsey after the dissolution; this was seen
at Broadlands House by Liveing and is now, since 2012, Southampton University
Library, MS 62, Broadlands Archives, BR 209.
PRINTED: CalCh, ii. 103 [from B]; H. G. D. Liveing, Records of Romsey Abbey
(Winchester, 1906), 36 (excerpt, in English) [from inspeximus of 12 Richard II];
H2/2241 [from B].
CALENDAR: Not in Regesta.

H(enricus) rex Angl(orum) et dux Norm(annorum) et Aquit(anorum) et
comes Andag(auorum) episcopo Wynton’ et uic(ecomiti) et omnibus
baron(ibus) et fidelibus suis franc(is) et angl(is) salutem. Sciatis me
concessisse ecclesie sancte Marie de Romes’ illam hydam terre de La
Wyche quam Willelmus de Falesya ei dedit cum filia sua. Et uolo quod
illam terram ita quietam habeat et teneat sicut habet totam suam aliam
terram et sicut melius quieta fuit tempore regis Willelmi et tempore regis
H(enrici) aui mei, et sicut carta regis Willelmi testatur. T(estibus) . . .

Henry king of the English and duke of the Normans and Aquitanians and count of the
Angevins to the bishop of Winchester and the sheriff and all his barons and sworn men
French and English greeting. Know that I have granted to the church of St Mary of
Romsey the hide of land of La Wyche, which William of Falaise gave to it with his
daughter. And I will that it shall have and hold the land as quit as it has all its other
land and as well quit as it was in the time of King William and in the time of King
Henry my grandfather, and as the charter of King William witnesses. Witness . . .

DATE: Which King William is uncertain. Two of Henry II’s charters for Romsey abbey
refer back to the time of King William. One of them specifically mentions his great-
grandfather William I (‘sicut uncquam melius fuit quieta tempore regis H(enrici) aui
mei et tempore regis Willelmi proaui mei et sicut carta regis H(enrici) aui mei testatur’,
H2/2238), which may have followed King Henry’s reference to the time of his own
father. Where Henry II’s draftsmen were able to differentiate William I from William
II, they usually included the word proauus. By contrast, H2/2610 for Thorney abbey
reads ‘sicut carta regis Willelmi et carta regis Henr(ici) aui mei confirmant’, with auus
but without proauus, and the extant charter referred to is that of King William II, 000,
Regesta 477.
CONTEXT: The wording of Henry II’s act is so elementary that one may well suppose it
has followed its precedent from King William’s time, the writ-charter that granted the
gift made by William of Falaise in two brief sentences, a disposition and an injunction.
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This is demonstrably the case with four extant acts of Henry I for Romsey that were
renewed almost word for word by Henry II on the same occasion.

The reason for Henry II’s address to the bishop of Winchester is unexplained,
since William of Falaise’s known holdings were not in his diocese. Vincent, in his notes
on H2/2241, proposes that La Wyche represents Wick, across the river from Downton,
the bishop of Winchester’s lead manor in Wiltshire (DB, i. 65c; § 2. 1), but the king
would have had no business in confirming a gift of lands held by William as tenant of
the bishop, and there is no example of a confirmation of a subtenant’s gift addressed to
that man’s lord. The address here appears to be a shire address, though lacking the
name of the shire (for another example from Romsey, see H1/0000, Regesta 802); the
bishop of Winchester almost certainly indicates land in Hampshire. William of Falaise
was a substantial tenant-in-chief in Devon in 1086, with smaller holdings in Dorset,
Somerset, and Wiltshire. His Wiltshire tenancy was restricted to a half-hide in
Standlynch, not far from the bishop’s manor of Downton (DB, i. 72a; Wilts § 35). Alwi
held another half-hide in Standlynch (DB, i. 73d; § 67. 26), and Waleran the huntsman
had one hide (DB, i. 72a; § 37. 4). A half-hide of land at Standlynch was said to be held
by the nuns of Romsey in the thirteenth century (VCH Wilts, xi. 69–70, 72–5; PN
Wiltshire 395, 397); the source is a custumal from Winchester, now BL MS Egerton
2418, fol. 61, which VCH says is the only reference to a Romsey holding in Standlynch
and ‘perhaps mistaken’. The Domesday estate of William of Falaise passed to the
Curcy family through his daughter Emma. Farrer’s account of the honor of Curcy does
not mention the gift to Romsey, and sheds no light on the identification of La Wyche
(Farrer, Honors and Knights’ Fees, i. 103–45).


