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WULWARD OF WANGFORD
AND HIS SON GOSCELIN

Men of the king;
tenants of the Abbot of Bury

Wulward of Wangford is named in Little Domesday Book, ‘Wamfordam
tenuit sanctus Edmundus pro manerio ij carucatas terre. Modo tenet
Vlwart de abbate. Semper iiij uillani et iiij bordarii et v serui’ (DB, ii.
358v; Suff § 14. 19). In the associated list of the men of St Edmund and
Abbot Baldwin we read, ‘Ad Wamforde tenet Vuluardus de sancto ij
carrucatas terre et iiij uillanos et iiij bordarios et v seruos’ (CUL MS
Mm. 4. 19, fol. 132r; Douglas, Feudal Documents, 17). The same
Wulward held of the abbot two carucates in Elveden and one in
Flempton (DB, ii. 357b–358b; Suff §§ 14. 12, 20; Douglas, Feudal
Documents, 17). John Gage, Thingoe Hundred (London, 1838), 275–7,
drew attention to a note in the 13th–14th-cent. Bury St Edmunds sacrist’s
register (Davis 117): ‘Inuenimus in quodam ueteri memorando quod
Eluedene mutata fuit pro Ikeworthe cum quodam milite’ (CUL Ff. 2. 33,
fol. 50v). He then supposed that William who held Ickworth under
Abbot Samson was the son of Wulward’s son Goscelin and constructs a
family tree; elsewhere Gage cites the Kalendar of Abbot Sampson,
which names William fitz Goscelin as one of the men of the town of
Bury St Edmunds who severally held a carucate of the liberty of the
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abbey (Thingoe Hundred, 85; for the text see Davis, Kalendar of Abbot
Samson, 27).

Someone called Wulward had held land in Stonham, Suffolk, in
1066 as ‘liber homo in soc’ regis et comitis’ (DB, ii. 360v; § 14. 39). The
earl of East Anglia in 1066 was Gyrth. Gyrth was succeeded by the
Bretons Ralph the Staller and his son Ralph de Gael, who was forfeit in
1076, after which date there was no earl. This land was held by the priest
Aelbold in 1086, and it was restored to the abbey’s demesne in 1104
(000; Regesta 672 for Bury). Wulward, ‘liber homo sub Stigando’, held
two carucates at Preston in Suffolk before 1066 which had passed to the
fee of Roger the Poitevin in 1086 (DB, ii. 350r; § 8. 47). These are
almost certainly too early to be the same person as our Wulward.

Wulward of Wangford witnessed a number of documents in the
Bury archive. He was the last of several prominent witnesses to the deed
of Abbot Baldwin conveying to his abbey the manors of Hinderclay and
Nowton, which had been granted personally to him by King William I
(Douglas, Feudal Documents, 108, no. 105); this list includes Frodo, the
abbot’s brother, Ralph, the abbot’s steward, Eadric latimer, and two
French clerks. A little later, perhaps, but still in Baldwin’s lifetime
Wulward was witness among the men of Abbot Baldwin to a deed by
Gilbert fitz Richard, conveying to the abbey two free men and their lands
in Westley (ib. 152–3, no. 170, datable 1090 × 1098); the list again
includes Ralph, the abbot’s steward, and Aelbold, the abbot’s priest.
Finally he witnessed a deed by which Alan fitz Frodo sold land at Santon
Downham (Suffolk) to the sacrist of Bury (ib. 155–6, no. 174); Aelbold
was son of Frodo, the brother of Abbot Baldwin, who as ‘Frodo frater
abbatis’ held Downham in 1086 (ib. 23, 108). Alan’s act is witnessed
also by Maurice of Windsor as steward of the abbey, who replaced his
predecessor Ralph during the time of Abbot Alebold (1114–19). Maurice
is addressed in {2} and {3} below, granting succession to Wulward’s
son Goscelin during the vacancy after Abbot Alebold’s time. Wulward’s
tenure therefore extends at least from 1086 until 1114 or later, and he
appears to have been one of the more prominent local laymen. He does
not attest any of the many acts of Abbot Anselm. His son Goscelin does
not appear as witness at all.

The first act printed below notifies the abbey and Peter de
Valognes that King Henry had made Wulward his own man, restoring to
him all that he held on the day of Baldwin’s death in 1098. The witness
of Roger Bigod dates this transaction to no later than 1107. This suggests
that Wulward had forfeited the land he held of the abbey during the
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vacancy of 1098–1102, but had later regained his tenancy after swearing
fealty to the king. Two other acts, identical in wording though witnessed
on different occasions, notify the abbey and its honour court that the king
has granted to Wulward’s son Goscelin ‘all the land of his father’ held
by service and also two manors held by his father at farm.

The survival of these documents is a remarkable chance. The
address-clauses show that they were destined to be read by the abbot of
Bury, but as notifications they were presumably returned to Wulward or
Goscelin for safe-keeping. None of the three was copied into any of the
many registers of the abbey. They survive, copied presumably from the
originals, on the flyleaf of a volume of transcripts of Suffolk records put
together around 1500. The volume is now BL MS Add. 7097, Davis
1280, and it has been thought that the records were transcribed for
Thomas Lucas of Little Saxham (Suffolk), solicitor general under Henry
VII. The manuscript passed through the hands of Andrew Ducarel
(1713–1785) and Craven Ord (1755–1832), from whom it was bought at
auction by the British Museum in 1829.

1 Letter notifying the abbot and community of St Edmund
and Peter de Valognes that Wulward of Wangford has
become the king’s man and that the king has restored
his land to him as he held it when Abbot Baldwin was
alive. September 1102 × September 1107

TRANSCRIPT: BL MS Add. 7097 (s. xv/xvi), flyleaf [B].
PRINTED: J. Gage, Thingoe Hundred (London, 1838), 275; Douglas, Feudal Documents,
65 (no. 26).
CALENDAR: Regesta 511.

H(enricus) rex Angl(orum) abbati de sancto Edmundo et
dominis de monasterio sancti Edmundi et P(etro) de Valoniis
salutem. Sciatis quod Wlwardus de Wanfordia deuentus est
meus homo. Et ego ei reddidi totam terram suam sicut ipse
melius habuit die quo Baldewinusa abbas uiuus et mortuus
fuit. T(este) Rogero Big(ot). Apud Westm(onasterium).

a Waldewinus B



18/10/2016 WULWARD OF WANGFORD AND HIS SON GOSCELIN 4

Henry king of the English to the abbot of St Edmund and the dons of the monastery of St
Edmund and to Peter de Valognes greeting. Know that Wulward of Wangford has
become my man. And I have restored to him all his land just as he well had it on the
day when Abbot Baldwin was alive and dead. Witness Roger Bigod. At Westminster.

DATE: After the installation of an abbot of Bury for the first time since 1098, September
1102; before the death of Roger Bigod, September 1107.
ADDRESS: Presumably the abbot and domini (perhaps a mistranscription of monachi) is
meant for the convent rather than the honour court; unnamed laymen would not precede
Peter de Valognes. His role in the address is not apparent: he had perhaps had the
temporary custody of Wulward’s lands.
WITNESS: Roger Bigod.
PLACE: Westminster.
CONTEXT: After Abbot Baldwin’s death at the end of 1098 the abbacy was left vacant
by William II. Henry I attempted to nominate a boy-abbot, but this failed, and the
abbacy remained vacant until Michaelmas 1102. It was one of several abbeys for whom
abbots were nominated at the council at the date. Perhaps very soon after that,
Wulward, one of the former abbot’s tenants, was received as the king’s man yet
continued to hold the land that he had held as the abbot’s tenant. Neither service nor
rent is mentioned. It is likely that Wulward’s lands had been taken into the king’s hands
during the vacancy, perhaps during Robert Curthose’s invasion in 1101, and had been
restored to him after he had sworn fealty to the king. For Wulward’s lands see
Headnote and the note on the next document.

GOSCELIN SON OF WULWARD

2 Writ-charter notifying the abbey and the honour court of
St Edmund that the king has granted the lands of
Wulward of Wangford to his son Goscelin. March 1119
× November 1120

TRANSCRIPT: BL MS Add. 7097 (s. xv/xvi), flyleaf [B].
PRINTED: J. Gage, Thingoe Hundred (London, 1838), 276; Douglas, Feudal Documents,
70–71 (no. 38).
CALENDAR: Regesta 1226.

H(enricus) rex Angl(orum) Ednodo monacho et Mauricio
dap(ifero) et conuentui monachorum et omnibus baronibus de
honore sancti Edmundi salutem. Sciatis me concessisse
Goslino filio Wlwardi de Wanford terram patris sui totam
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eodem seruicio quo pater suus tenuit et duo maneria uidelicet
Cheuentonam et Saxham ad firmam eandem qua pater eius
tenuit. Et bene et in pace et quiete et honorificentius tenuit [l.
teneat]. T(estibus) Roberto Peccato et Pet(ro) filio Iohannis.
Apud Rotomagum.

Henry king of the English to Eadnoth monk and Maurice the steward and the convent of
monks and all the barons of the honour of St Edmund greeting. Know that I have
granted to Goscelin son of Wulward of Wangford all his father’s land by the same
service by which his father held. And two manors, namely Chevington and Saxham, at
the same farm at which his father held. And he shall hold well and in peace and quietly
and honourably. Witness Robert Peche and Peter fitz John. At Rouen.

DATE: See Address. After the death of Abbot Alebold, 1 March 1119; before the king’s
return from Normandy, 26 November 1120. Anselm became abbot in 1121 and held
until 1148 except for a brief period in 1138 when he was nominated bishop of London.
ADDRESS: The honour court of Bury St Edmunds abbey, evidently during a period when
there was no abbot. Eadnoth was a senior monk who presumably presided during the
vacancy; he would witness five deeds of Abbot Anselm (Douglas, Feudal Documents,
nos. 107, 113, 115, 117, 120). Maurice the steward is Maurice of Windsor, who was
granted the stewardship by Abbot Alebold (Douglas, Feudal Documents, 110–11, nos.
108–9).
WITNESS: Robert Peche, formerly chaplain of the king, soon to be made bishop of
Chester; Peter fitz John witnesses only here, he is perhaps an error for Pain fitz John.
PLACE: Rouen.
CONTEXT: Wulward has died and his son has asked to succeed. While it appears that the
king had received Wulward as his man, the lands he had held of Abbot Baldwin
remained within the jurisdiction of the abbey. The two manors named were both held
by the abbey in demesne in 1086, Chevington as a manor of six carucates, Saxham as a
manor of five carucates. In addition Albert and Fulcher held two and a half carucates in
Saxham of the abbot (DB, ii. 357a–b; Suff §§ 14. 5–6, 11). King William had granted
the two manors, with three others, to Abbot Baldwin with the intention that they should
be held by knights owing service; the other three manors were given to the abbot’s
brother Frodo, but Chevington and Saxham were retained in demesne because they
were so close to Bury (CUL MS Mm. 4. 19, fol. 124v–125r; Douglas, Feudal
Documents, 4). The decision to let them at farm may have come a good many years
later.

3 Writ-charter notifying the abbey and the honour court of
St Edmund that the king has granted the lands of
Wulward of Wangford to his son Goscelin. 1121

TRANSCRIPT: BL MS Add. 7097 (s. xv/xvi), flyleaf.
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PRINTED: Noted by J. Gage, Thingoe Hundred (London, 1838), 276n. Not previously
printed.
CALENDAR: Noted under Regesta 1226.

H(enricus) rex Angl(orum) Ednod(o) monacho et Mauric(io)
dap(ifero) et toti conuentui ecclesie sancti Edmundi et
omnibus baronibus de honore salutem. Concedo Goislin(o)
filio Wlwardi de Wanford totam terram patris sui eodem
seruicio quo pater suus tenuit et duo maneria de abbathia
sancti Edmundi uidelicet Cheuentonam et Saxham per eandem
firmam qua pater eius tenuit. Et bene et in pace teneat.
T(estibus) episcopo Sal’ et episcopo Linc’. Apud
Wynt(oniam).

Henry king of the English to Eadnoth monk and Maurice the steward and to the whole
convent of St Edmund’s church and all the barons of the honour greeting. I grant to
Goscelin son of Wulward of Wangford all his father’s land by the same service by
which his father held. And two manors of St Edmund’s abbey, namely Chevington and
Saxham, at the same farm at which his father held. And he shall hold well and in peace.
Witness the bishop of Salisbury and the bishop of Lincoln. At Winchester.

DATE: After the king’s return from Normandy in November 1120, and his resumption
of business, January 1121; before Abbot Anselm was installed, later in the same year.
There is no direct evidence for the exact date when Anselm was nominated, but the
abbacy had been vacant since March 1119, and it seems likely that the king would have
filled it in the early part of 1121.
ADDRESS: As previous act.
WITNESS: Roger, bishop of Salisbury; Robert Bloet, bishop of Lincoln.
PLACE: Winchester.
CONTEXT: Evidently a reissue of the preceding act. The presumption is that the act
place-dated in England follows up the one sealed in Normandy, but why were two texts
produced?


