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ROBERT DE LACY

Lord of the honour of Pontefract (Yorks)

Robert de Lacy was son and successor to Ilbert de Lacy, tenant-in-chief
in 1086 of the lands later known as the honour of Pontefract. Ilbert died
during the reign of William II, who confirmed Robert in his father’s
lands ‘within the castlery and without’. Robert founded the Cluniac
priory at Pontefract in William II’s reign, and in 1108 × 1114 founded
the Augustinian priory at Nostell. Orderic claims he was among the
supporters of Duke Robert in 1101 and suffered forfeiture as a result
(Orderic X 19, XI 1–2; ed. Chibnall, v. 308–9, vi. 12–13, 18–19). Unlike
others involved in the rebellion, however, it does not seem that Robert
suffered forfeiture at that time: indeed the acts printed here show he was
repeatedly favoured by Henry I. Orderic may perhaps have erroneously
included him with the rebels in view of his later forfeiture.1 The place
date of Henry’s writ to Archbishop Anselm ordering him to send
Baldwin of Tournai to Rome shows the king was at Pontefract in 1105
(000, Regesta 710). Robert last occurs in the king’s company at
Nottingham in November 1109 (000, Regesta 918 for Durham). He was
occasionally addressed in Henry I’s acts concerning Yorkshire as if he
were sheriff, and is so described in a doubtful act for Tynemouth in
which he is called ‘Roth(bertus) uicecom(es) de Laceio’ (000, Regesta

1 Orderic has also erred in naming Robert Malet as one of the rebels of 1101–2 who
suffered forfeiture. It was Robert’s kinsman William Malet who was disseised in 1110
(C. W. Hollister, ‘Henry I and Robert Malet’, Viator 4 (1973), 115–22; ASChr s.a.
1110).
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631). An act for Blyth, datable July × Michaelmas 1102, ordering certain
tithes in Yorkshire to be restored to the monks, is addressed to G. the
chaplain, Robert de Lacy, and Richard fitz Gotse, who was at that time
sheriff of Nottingham (000, Regesta 598). An act for Rannulf bishop of
Durham, perhaps also dating from 1102, is addressed to Robert de Lacy
and orders him to reseise the bishop in his property in the shrievalty of
York (000, Regesta 561). Another Durham act, this one a forgery,
survives as a purported original addressed to ‘R. the sheriff and all his
sworn men of Yorkshire’ (000, Regesta 503). These acts are hard to
reconcile with evidence that Osbert the clerk was sheriff of York from
the beginning of Henry’s reign until about Michaelmas 1115. It is
possible that Robert acted as sheriff of Yorkshire for a brief period
during the troubles of 1101–2, perhaps because Osbert’s loyalty was
doubted or during his absence or illness. Alternatively Robert may
simply have been addressed as one of the most powerful men in the
county, in the same way as acts concerning Nottinghamshire and
Lincolnshire frequently included major county barons in the address. An
act for Robert Bloet, bishop of Lincoln, addressed to ‘Thomas
archbishop, Osbert the sheriff, Robert de Lacy and Nigel d’Aubigny and
all his barons French and English of Nottinghamshire and Yorkshire’
provides a Yorkshire example (000, Regesta 1030).

Evidence from the Lindsey survey of 1115 shows that Robert’s
fee had by then passed to Hugh de Laval. There is no contemporary
account of Robert’s forfeiture, which Farrer postulated might have been
caused by events in Normandy in 1112–13 (VCH Lancs, i. 315; Early
Yorkshire Charters, iii. 148). Richard of Hexham and John of Hexham
both state that after Henry I’s death, Ilbert (II) de Lacy recovered the
honour that the king had taken away from his father Robert. Evidence
from the pipe roll of 1130 shows that Hugh de Laval died in or before
exchequer year 1129–30, when his widow and lands had been granted to
William Maltravers (PR 30 Henry I, 34). William was killed shortly after
Henry I’s death by Pain, a knight of the honour of Pontefract (Early
Yorkshire Charters, iii. 183, 185), and King Stephen restored the honour
of Pontefract to Ilbert II de Lacy. In 1141 × 1143 Ilbert II de Lacy was
succeeded by his brother Henry de Lacy, who held the honour until his
death in 1177.2

Robert de Lacy was the beneficiary of at least two acts of
William II (W2/000–00) and seven acts of Henry I. All except one are

2 Further details are given in the accounts of the Lacy family listed in the W2 Headnote
for Ilbert and Roger de Lacy.
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known only from fourteenth-century medieval inventories of documents
in Pontefract castle and the Savoy palace, discussed in the Headnote for
W2: Ilbert and Robert de Lacy. They have been used by antiquaries since
the sixteenth century. Robert Glover made abstracts in the 1570s in his
Miscellanea I, now BL MS Lansdowne 229, fols. 124v–126r. William
Dugdale took notes from Glover at an uncertain date, and made a fair
copy from his notes in 1669 or 1670 (Bodl. MS. Dugdale 18, fol. 21r–v).
His account of the Lacy family in Dugdale, Baronage, i. 98b–99a, makes
use of three of the acts he copied. In 1647 Elias Ashmole noted a single
charter of Henry II from Glover (H2/1435*; Bodl. MS Ashmole 860, fol.
36v). T. D. Whitaker refers to Henry’s charter granting Bowland to
Robert de Lacy, citing the Baronage (Whitaker, Whalley, (11801), 139;
(41872), i. 218). In 1834–5 William Hardy (1807–1887), clerk of records
for the Duchy of Lancaster, compiled a register of the Duchy’s royal
charters, in which he included transcripts from two of the inventories
(PRO OBS1/892, pp. v, vii–viii). Hardy’s register was doubtless the
source of the brief notes given in DKRep 31 (1870), Appendix, pp. 1–2.
William Farrer printed two of Henry I’s acts for Robert de Lacy in his
Lancashire Pipe Rolls and Early Lancashire Charters (1902), and
included several further royal acts and lay deeds from the inventories in
the third volume of his Early Yorkshire charters (1916).

The inventories, together with a single original of William II,
provide a good haul of Anglo-Norman acts for the Lacy family, though
only summaries have been preserved for most of them. The earliest is
William II’s act for Ilbert de Lacy, apparently given soon after the fall of
Bishop Odo in 1088 (W2/000, Regesta 372b). There are two acts of
William II in favour of Robert de Lacy, one granting him his father’s
lands and another allowing an exchange of lands (W2/000–00, Regesta
312, 419). Five of Henry I’s seven acts for Robert de Lacy are gifts of
land. There is also an act stopping Robert’s land from being taken into
the king’s forest and another prohibiting hunting on his lands except by
his licence. King Stephen’s three acts for the family comprise a charter
acquitting Ilbert (II) de Lacy’s men of forfeitures, especially concerning
the death of William Maltravers, a grant of land to Henry de Lacy, and a
grant of a manor to Jordan de Lacy (Ste/428, 430–31). It was presumably
after Ilbert’s capture at the battle of Lincoln in 1141 that the Empress
gave her charter pardoning him and granting him his father’s lands
(EM/429). There are notes of four acts of Henry II for Henry de Lacy,
including a charter ‘per quam testatur Matilldem imperatricem matrem
suam et ipsum perdonasse Henrico de Lascy et heredibus suis iram et
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maliuolentiam quam rex Henricus auus suus habuit aduersus Robertum
de Lascy patrem et quicquid Henricus de Lascy forisfecerit antequam
regi homagium fecisset’ (H2/1435*–1438*).

See also NOSTELL PRIORY, PONTEFRACT PRIORY.

000 Note of a charter giving to Robert de Lacy five
carucates of land in fee which were Warin Bussel’s,
namely in Chipping, Aighton, and Dutton (all Lancs).
1100 × 1115

SOURCE: Inventory of deeds found in Pontefract castle (1322), PRO Duchy of
Lancaster, Miscellanea, DL41/133 (formerly DL41/1/36, before that XXV. A. 9), mem.
2r (‘Cepndela Achintona Dotona’).
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPTS: BL MS Lansdowne 229, fol. 125ra (copy by Glover,
1570s) [from DL41/133]; Register of Duchy of Lancaster royal charters, PRO
OBS1/892 (compiled by William Hardy, 1834), p. vii [from DL41/133].
PRINTED: W. Farrer, Lancashire Pipe Rolls, 382 (no. xv. 1. i) [from DL41/133].
CALENDAR: Regesta 608.

Carta Henr(ici) filii regis Willelmi per quam dedit Roberto de Laceio
quinque carucatas terre in feodo que fuerunt Warini Bussell’ scilicet in
Cepndela et in Achintona et in Dotona.

A charter of Henry son of King William by which he gave to Robert de Lacy five
carucates of land in fee which were Warin Bussel’s, namely in Chipping and in Aighton
and in Dutton.

DATE: After Henry’s coronation, and before Robert de Lacy’s own forfeiture, so not
after 1115. A deed of doubtful authenticity in the name of Robert de Lacy, bearing date
November 1102, gives land in Aighton to Ralph le Rous (see Context). If this could be
relied on it would indicate a date of 1101–2 for the present act.
CONTEXT: Chipping (1 carucate) and Aighton (1 carucate) were listed among lands
belonging to Preston, under the heading Amounderness (Agemundrenesse), in the
Yorkshire folios of Domesday. Dutton does not appear, but Farrer suggested that it was
included in the 2 carucates of Ribchester. Preston had been held in 1065 by Earl Tosti,
and until shortly before the survey by Roger the Poitevin (DB, i. 301d; Yorks § 1 .L1).

Farrer postulated that Warin Bussel held Preston itself in 1094, on the strength
of Count Roger the Poitevin’s deed for Saint-Martin of Sées dated in that year, which
confirms among other property, ‘the tithe of Warin Boissel at Brestona’. As Roger
himself gave the church of Prestetona by the same deed, it is surely more likely that
Warin held only some of the outliers belonging to Preston, perhaps no more than the
five carucates given to Robert de Lacy by this charter (VCH Lancs, i. 335; ibid. vii. 82–
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3; Cal. France, 236–7, no. 664). It was probably the same Warin who in 1086 held ½
carucate ‘of the manor of [West] Derby by gift of Roger the Poitevin’, 1 carucate in
Warrington Hundred, and (described as miles) 2 carucates of the manor of Salford,
again ‘by gift of Roger the Poitevin’ (DB, i. 269d, 270a; Chesh §§ R1. 43, R3. 1, R5.
6). Warin Bussel, founder of Penwortham priory during the reign of Stephen, was
doubtless a kinsman, but there is nothing to prove the relationship between the two
men. Notes on the Bussel family and the barony of Penwortham were given by Farrer,
Lancashire Pipe Rolls, 374–82; VCH Lancs, i. 335–6. Deeds by various members of
the family in favour of Penwortham priory are printed in W. A. Hulton, Documents
relating to the Priory of Penwortham and other Possessions in Lancashire of the Abbey
of Evesham, Chetham Soc. 30 (1853), passim; for the foundation of the priory, see
VCH Lancs, ii. 104–6.

Farrer printed a deed from the Towneley manuscripts dated 23 November
1102 (tertio anno post coronamentum Henrici regis in curia de Pontefracto, ad festum
sancti Clementis), whereby Robert de Lacy gave to Ralph le Rous, for his homage and
service, land in Great Mearley, Twistleton, Clitheroe, Great Mitton, and Aighton, ‘pro
dimidio feodo unius militis’. Farrer viewed it as ‘beyond dispute’ that the deed was
‘perfectly genuine’, but the detailed specification of the property and service due and
the dating clause leave significant room for doubt (Farrer, Lancashire Pipe Rolls, 385–
6, no. xv. ii).

000 Note of an act giving to Robert de Lacy the land which
remained outside Rab de la castelina of Pontefract.
1100 × 1115

SOURCE: Inventory of deeds found in Pontefract castle (1322), PRO Duchy of
Lancaster, Miscellanea, DL41/133 (formerly DL41/1/36, before that XXV. A. 9), mem.
1r (‘En un coffin de fuist title per Pountfret’).
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPTS: BL MS Lansdowne 229 (copy by Glover, 1570s), fol.
124v [from DL41/133]; Register of Duchy of Lancaster royal charters, PRO OBS1/892
(compiled by William Hardy, 1834), p. vii [from DL41/133].
PRINTED: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 125 (no. 1418) [from DL41/133];
English Lawsuits, 127 (no. 161) [from Farrer].
CALENDAR: Regesta 609.

Carta regis Henr(ici) primi per quam dedit Roberto de Laceio totam
terram que remansit extra Rab [sic] de la castelina de Pontefracto quam
rex disrationauit \erga/ eum sibi et heredi suo iure hereditario tenendam
cum soca et saka.

A charter of King Henry I by which he gave to Robert de Lacy all the land which
remained outside Rab de la castelina of Pontefract which the king deraigned against
him, to hold to him and his heirs by hereditary right with soke and sake.
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SOURCE: Inventory of deeds at the Savoy (c. 1376), PRO Duchy of Lancaster,
Miscellanea, DL41/200 (formerly DL41/3/27), rot. 3r (‘Terre extra Ponte’fractum de
Rabe’); ibid. rot. 4r, an almost identical note.

Item carta regis H(enrici) facta Roberto de Lacy de tota terra que
remansit extra Rab [sic] de castelaria de Ponte fracto.

A charter of King Henry I made to Robert de Lacy concerning all the land that
remained outside Rab de castelaria of Pontefract.

DATE: After the coronation of the king in 1100; before the forfeiture of Robert de Lacy
in or before 1115.
CONTEXT: The meaning of this act is obscure: the word Rab appears to be a
mistranscription.

000 Note of an act granting Ulsinople to Robert de Lacy.
1100 × 1115

SOURCE: Inventory of deeds found in Pontefract castle (1322), PRO Duchy of
Lancaster, Miscellanea, DL41/133 (formerly DL41/1/36, before that XXV. A. 9), mem.
2r (‘Vlsinople’).
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Register of Duchy of Lancaster royal charters, PRO
OBS1/892 (compiled by William Hardy, 1834), p. vii [from DL41/133].
PRINTED: Early Yorkshire charters, iii. 125–6 (no. 1419) [from DL41/133].
CALENDAR: Regesta 610.

Item carta eiusdem regis H(enrici) per quam dedit eidem Roberto
Vlsinople pro una carucata terre.

A charter of the same King Henry by which he gave to the same Robert Vlsinople as
one carucate of land.

DATE: After the coronation of the king in 1100; before the forfeiture of Robert de Lacy
in or before 1115.
CONTEXT: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 125–6, identified Ulsinople as Woolley
in the West Riding of Yorkshire. The name is surely corrupt, and while Woolley is a
plausible candidate the identification cannot be regarded as certain. Farrer conjectured a
mistranscription of Vlfuieƿle. The lost vill of Santone and Woolley, together assessed at
12 carucates, were held by the king in 1086. The Domesday summary assigns the whole
12 carucates to Sactun (DB, i. 299c, 379c; Yorks §§ 1. Y13, SW St7). Santon is named
only in the Domesday survey: subsequent evidence suggests there were 4 carucates in
Woolley rather than one, but this may result from a division of the land of Santon
between Woolley and Darton (West Yorkshire Archaeological Survey, 567–8). Apart
from the present act, the earliest direct evidence for Lacy tenure in Woolley is Roger de
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Lacy’s confirmation to Byland abbey of the land it held in Woolley and in other places
in his fee, datable 1193 × 1211 (Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 212–13, no. 1525); the
attestation of Ellis of Woolley to a deed of Robert de Lacy given in 1177 × 1193
provides an indication of earlier tenure (ibid. 204, no. 1514). Woolley is situated in the
wapentake of Staincross, where many vills belonged to Ilbert de Lacy in 1086 (DB, i.
316c–17b; Yorks §§ 9. W65–W93). Inconsistencies within the Domesday main text,
and between the Yorkshire Summary and the main text, indicate that certain lands had
only recently been transferred to Ilbert, among them several estates in Staincross
wapentake—2 carucates in Barnby Hall (Ilbert’s in the main text, the king’s in the
summary, DB, i. 316c, 379c; §§ 9. W64, SW St1), 1 carucate in Darton (recorded in the
main text as belonging to both the king and Ilbert, and in the summary as Ilbert’s, DB, i.
301b, 316d, 317a ; §§ 1. W24, 9. W73, SW St 5), 10 bovates in Penistone (both the
king’s and Ilbert’s in the main text, unclear in the summary, DB, i. 310b, 316d, 379c;
§§ 1. W23, 9. W71, SW St 5). The grant of Woolley to Robert, if indeed this act refers
to that place, further consolidated his lordship over the wapentake and the men of the
district.

000 Writ-charter prohibiting hunting in the forest or land of
Robert de Lacy except by his licence. 1100 × 1108

MEDIEVAL INVENTORY: Inventory of deeds found at the Savoy (c. 1376), PRO Duchy of
Lancaster, Miscellanea, DL41/200 (formerly DL41/3/27), rot. 2r [B].
PRINTED: Regesta, ii. 316 (no. xlv) [from B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 799.

H(enricus) rex Angl(orum) G(erardo) archiepiscopo et
omnibus baronibus francis et anglis de Euerwicsira salutem.
Prohibeo ne aliquo fuget in foresta Roberti de Laceio uel in
terra nisi licentia sua. T(este) Roberto Malet. Apud London.
Hoc idem dico Osberto uic(ecomiti). T(este) eodem.

Henry king of the English to Gerard archbishop and all his barons French and English
of Yorkshire greeting. I forbid anyone from hunting in the forest of Robert de Lacy or in
his land unless by his licence. Witness Robert Malet. At London. This same I say to
Osbert the sheriff. Witness the same.

DATE: After the translation of Gerard to York in December 1100 or January 1101, and
before his death on 21 May 1108. The editors of Regesta give 1101 × 1104, perhaps
assuming that Robert Malet would not have attested after that date.
ADDRESS: Shire court of Yorkshire. Osbert is apparently addressed as an afterthought:
he was presumably accidentally omitted from the address.
WITNESS: Robert Malet.
PLACE: London.
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CONTEXT: This writ is sufficiently short for the compiler of the inventory to have
transcribed it in full. The prohibition of hunting in the lands or forests of tenants-in-
chief is found in other acts of Henry I. A writ-charter for Ranulf, bishop of Durham,
prohibited men ‘especially Guy de Balliol’ from hunting in his forests (000, Regesta
709). Another for Robert de Brus commanded that Robert ‘shall have that land in the
forest so that no one shall hunt there unless by his licence’ (000, Regesta 648). The
prohibition is often found in writs granting warren, with an associated penalty of £10,
e.g. 000, Regesta 1808, for Walter de Beauchamp.

000 Note of an act giving Bowland and all the land in
Yorkshire which Robert claimed from William de Say.
1101 × 1115

SOURCE: PRO Duchy of Lancaster, Miscellanea, inventory of deeds found in Pontefract
castle (1322), PRO DL41/133 (formerly DL41/1/36, before that XXV. A. 9), mem. 2r
(‘Boeland’).
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPTS: BL MS Lansdowne 229, fol. 125ra (copy by Glover,
1570s) [from DL41/133]; Bodl. MS Dugdale 18, fol. 21rb (fair copy by Dugdale, 1669–
70) [from Glover]; Register of Duchy of Lancaster royal charters, PRO OBS1/892
(compiled by William Hardy, 1834), p. viii [from DL41/133].
PRINTED: Farrer, Lancashire Pipe Rolls, 382 (no. xv. i. ii); Farrer, Early Yorkshire
charters, iii. 126 (no. 1420) [from DL41/133].
CALENDAR: Regesta 611.

Item carta eiusdem regis H(enrici) per quam concessit eidem Roberto
Boelandam, quam tenuit de Rogero comite Pictauens(i) ut extunc eam de
eodem rege teneat. Et conc(essit) eidem Roberto totam illam terram
quam idem rex ei calumpniebat in Ebor’shira quam idem Robertus de
Willelmo de Say auoabat ut ipse eam similiter de ipso rege teneat.

A charter of the same King Henry by which he granted Bowland to the same Robert,
which he held of Count Roger the Poitevin, so that he shall hold this henceforth of the
same king. And he granted to the same Robert all that land which the same king
claimed from him in Yorkshire, which the same Robert claimed to hold of William de
Say, so that he shall hold it similarly of the same king.

DATE: After the rebellion of 1101–2 in which Roger the Poitevin and William de Say
lost their English lands; before the forfeiture of Robert de Lacy in or before 1115.
CONTEXT: It is likely that auoabat here means ‘claimed to hold of’, rather than ‘claimed
from’, or ‘vouched to warrant’ as Dugdale has it. Robert is here securing his position in
Yorkshire after the rebellion and forfeiture of his lords Roger the Poitevin and William
de Say. The land referred to as Bowland is presumably the Domesday manor of
Grindleton, listed among the lands of Roger the Poitevin in 1086 and held by Earl Tosti
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in 1065. This manor of 4 carucates had twelve outliers to the west comprising a further
34 carucates (DB, i. 332b; Yorks § 30. W37). The name Bowland does not appear in
Domesday and is first recorded in this act. PN Yorks WR, vi. 112–13, uses place name
evidence to map the extent of Bowland.

It does not appear possible to identify the lands of William de Say in
Yorkshire, and it is unclear why King Henry gave two acts (this and 000, Regesta 612)
for Robert concerning his lands. William is not identifiable in the Domesday survey.
Members of the family bearing the name Say (from Sai, dép. Orne, arr. and cant.
Argentan, some 13 miles north-west of Sées) were vassals of the family of Roger the
Poitevin. Picot, otherwise Robert de Say, held in twenty-seven vills in Shropshire under
Earl Roger (of Montgomery, father of Roger the Poitevin) (DB, i. 258a–c; § 4. 20).
These holdings were later known as the barony of Clun (Eyton, Shropshire, xi. 225–8;
Loyd, Anglo-Norman Families, 96; Sanders, English Baronies, 112–13). Orderic
reports that Agnes, daughter of Hugh de Grandmesnil and his wife Adeliza, daughter of
Ivo count of Beaumont, married William de Say (Orderic VIII; ed. Chibnall, 230–31,
336–9). Ivo de Grandmesnil (son of Hugh de Grandmesnil) was among the rebels of
1101 (Orderic X 19; ed. Chibnall, v. 308–9), so this could well be the William de Say
who lost his Yorkshire lands. ‘W. de Saio’, named as having one burgess in the city of
Gloucester in a survey of 1097 × 1101, is perhaps the same man (A. S. Ellis, ‘On the
landowners of Gloucestershire named in Domesday’, TBGAS 4 (1879–80), 86–198, at
p. 91).

000 Note of an act giving Robert the land of William de Say
in Yorkshire. 1101 × 1115

SOURCE: Inventory of deeds found in Pontefract castle (1322), PRO Duchy of
Lancaster, Miscellanea, DL41/133 (formerly DL41/1/36, before that XXV. A. 9), mem.
2r (‘terram Willelmi de Seio’).
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPTS: BL MS Lansdowne 229, fol. 125ra (copy by Glover,
1570s) [from DL41/133]; Register of Duchy of Lancaster royal charters, PRO
OBS1/892 (compiled by William Hardy, 1834), p. viii [from DL41/133].
PRINTED: Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 126 (no. 1421) [from DL41/133].
CALENDAR: Regesta 612.

Item carta eiusdem regis H(enrici) per quam dedit eidem Roberto totam
terram quam Willelmus de Seio habuit in Euerwich’sira cum omnibus
consuetudinibus.

A charter of the same King Henry by which he gave to the same Robert all the land that
William de Say had in Yorkshire with all customs.
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SOURCE: Inventory of deeds found at the Savoy (c. 1376), PRO Duchy of Lancaster,
Miscellanea, DL41/200 (formerly DL41/3/27), rot. 3r (‘terre Willelmi de Seyo’); ibid.
rot. 4r, an almost identical note.

Item carta regis H(enrici) facta Roberto de Lacy de tota terra quam
Willelmus de Seyo habuit in comitatu Ebor’.

A charter of King Henry made to Robert de Lacy concerning all the land that William
de Say had in Yorkshire.

DATE: After the disseisin of the rebels in 1101–2; before the disseisin of Robert de Lacy
in or before 1115.
CONTEXT: See the note to 000, Regesta 611. It is unclear why Henry gave two acts
concerning the land of William de Say in Yorkshire.

000 Note of an act forbidding the land of Robert de Lacy
from being taken into the king’s forest. 1105 × 1115

SOURCE: Inventory of deeds found in Pontefract castle (1322), PRO Duchy of
Lancaster, Miscellanea, DL41/133 (formerly DL41/1/36, before that XXV. A. 9), mem.
2r.
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Register of Duchy of Lancaster royal charters, PRO
OBS1/892 (compiled by William Hardy, 1834), p. viii [from DL41/133].
PRINTED: Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 127 (no. 1422) [from DL41/133].
CALENDAR: Regesta 611a, Regesta 1080 (calendared twice, in error).

Item carta eiusdem regis H(enrici) per quam prohibuit ne terra Roberti de
Laceio sit aliter in foresta quam fuit die qua idem rex nouissime mare
pertransiuit et precepit ne terra illa esset afforestata.

A charter of the same King Henry by which he forbade that the land of Robert de Lacy
shall be otherwise in the forest than it was on the day when the king most recently
crossed the sea and commanded that that land should not be afforested.

DATE: Henry first ‘crossed the sea’ to Normandy as king in August 1104, returning in c.
December 1104. He went back to Normandy in March or April 1105, and on several
subsequent occasions during the tenure of Robert de Lacy. The use of nouissime
suggests a date after March or April 1105. Before the disseisin of Robert de Lacy, so in
or before 1115.
CONTEXT: Farrer conjectured that the land that prompted this writ was Bowland, noting
that it ‘adjoined on the west the extensive regions of Wyresdale and Bleasdale in
Lancashire, which were afforested before Henry I gave the honour of Lancaster to his
nephew, Stephen of Blois’. The pipe roll of 1130 records that Herbert de Moreville
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proffered 50 marks to be quit of custody of the forest (PR 31 Henry I, 34). As this entry
is among several concerning the honour of Pontefract after the recent death of Hugh de
Laval, Farrer raised the possibility that Herbert was custodian of the forest in the fees of
Pontefract and Clitheroe, and perhaps to be identifed with Herbert, Hugh de Laval’s
steward, who witnessed Hugh’s deed for Nostell (Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 182–3,
no. 1488).


