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PETER DE SAINT-MARTIN

Archive of the Collegiate Church of
St Peter, Heytesbury (Wilts)

Peter, clerk, of St Martin, is known only from a handful of documents
formerly in the possession of the collegiate church of St Peter at
Heytesbury. All the documents were mentioned in an inventory of the
goods of the college made during a visitation conducted by William de
Waude, dean of Salisbury, in 1220 and which is known through a
transcript in the cartulary of Salisbury cathedral (Reg. S. Osmundi, i.
292–6). The events that they indicate are quite simple. Peter received
from King Henry a parcel of land in Wilton ‘ad faciendum domos uel
cellas’. In or after 1141 he gave this property to the church of
Heytesbury, obtaining a confirmation of his gift from the Empress
Matilda (EM/793), then residing nearby at Devizes. This church was
already a prebendal church of Salisbury cathedral, given along with the
church of Godalming before April 1116, though serving a life interest to
Ranulf Flambard, which ended with his death in 1128 (0000, Regesta
753 for Salisbury). In or after 1142 the church of Heytesbury was made
collegiate with an establishment of four canons by Jocelin de Bohun,
bishop of Salisbury, whose act refers to the property in Wilton which
Peter the clerk had by gift of King Henry and Queen Adeliza and which
he had given to the church of Heytesbury together with the charters of
King Henry and the Empress Matilda (EEA 18 Salisbury 1087–1217,
89–91, no. 120). Archdeacon Roger held as prebend both of the churches
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that had been formerly the property of Bishop Ranulf, Heytesbury and
Godalming (H2/1285, Reg. St Osmundi, i, 238–9, datable 1154 × 1158).
It was Roger who obtained another act of Bishop Jocelin and Hugh, dean
of Salisbury, concerning the division of offerings (EEA 18 Salisbury
1087–1217, 91, no. 121). A bull of confirmation from Pope Alexander
III, dated 8 December [1161], was addressed to the archdeacon and the
canons of Heytesbury (Reg. S. Osmundi, i. 352).1 These charters, Bishop
Jocelin’s acts, the bull, and other documents were all at Heytesbury in
1220. Twenty-three original charters are listed, beginning with the
bishop’s establishing a collegiate church, and copies are in most cases to
be found in the register:

[1] Carta de institutione canonicorum cum sigillis Jocelini episcopi et Azonis decani et

capituli Sarum [1142 × 1149, Reg. S. Osmundi, i. 337–8; EEA 18 Salisbury 1078–1217,
89–91, no. 120].
[2] Item carta J. episcopi et H. decani facta quatuor canonicis de quadam portione

autelagii [1155 × 1161, Reg. S. Osmundi, i. 339–40; EEA 18, 91, no. 121].
[3] Item carta Matilde imperatricis que pertinent ad capellam de Tiderinton [1141 ×

1147, Reg. S. Osmundi, i. 340; EM/792].

[4] Item carta eiusdem de Mara in Wilton [1141 × 1147, Reg. S. Osmundi, i. 345;
EM/793].

[5] Item carta Henrici regis de eodem [1123 × 1131; Reg. S. Osmundi, i. 349–50;
Regesta 1709].
[6] Item carta Hunfridi de Boun et Margarete matris sue que pertinet ad capellam de

Horningesham [× 1165; Reg. S. Osmundi, i. 340–41, which has Margaret as Humfrey’s
wife].
[7] Item carta capituli Sarum que loquitur de Siluestro presbitero et Reginaldo clerico
[Reg. S. Osmundi i. 343–4; Fasti, iv. 34, 74].
[. . .]

[22] Bulla Alexandri pape de confirmatione [1161; JL 10864a; Reg. S. Osmundi, i.
352].

Peter is not otherwise documented. Who he was and the reasons for the
gift of this plot of land to him are unknown. It may not be coincidental
that about this time King Henry allowed his burgesses in Wilton the
same exemption from tolls and other customs as the men of London and
Winchester (0000, Regesta 1275, datable 1126 × 1133).

1 This letter was noted by Holtzmann, ii. 47, and numbered as JL 10864a; he also
noted another act for the dean and canons of Salisbury, dated 13 December 1161, the
original of which is BL Harley Ch. 43 A 23 (Holtzmann, i. 347–8, no. 88).
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See also SALISBURY CATHEDRAL; HEYTESBURY AND
GODALMING CHURCHES.

00 Writ-charter giving to Peter the clerk the plot of land
Mara in Wilton (Wilts). June 1123 × Summer 1131

MEDIEVAL INVENTORY: Chippenham, Wiltshire and Swindon RO, D1/1/1, fol. 41r,
‘Item carta Henrici regis de eodem’ (Reg. S. Osmundi, i. 293).
CARTULARY COPIES: Chippenham, Wiltshire and Swindon RO, D1/1/1, Vetus registrum
ecclesie Sarum (s. xiii1), fol. 50v (not seen).
PRINTED: W. H. Rich Jones, Vetus Registrum Saresberiense alias dictum Registrum S.
Osmundi episcopi. The Register of St Osmund, RS 78 (1883–4), i. 349.
CALENDAR: Farrer 621; Regesta 1709.

H(enricus) rex Angl<orum> episcopo Sarum et omnibus
baronibus Wiltesir’ et burgensibus de Wilton salutem. Sciatis
me dedisse et hereditario iure concessisse Petro clerico de
sancto Martino Maram que est in Wilton iuxta ecclesiam
sancte Trinitatis in partibus de nort’ ad faciendum domos uel
cellas. Quare precipio quod ipse Petrus bene et in pace et
honorifice et quiete teneat cum socca et sac et tol et theam et
infangentheof et omnibus aliis libertatibus, ne super hoc ei
inde aliquis iniuriam uel contumeliam faciat. Testibus Nigello
nepote episcopi et Roberto de Haia. Apud Rotomagum.

Henry king of the English to the bishop of Salisbury and all the barons of Wiltshire and
the burgesses of Wilton greeting. Know that I have given and granted in hereditary
right to Peter, clerk, of Saint Martin Mara which is in Wilton next to the church of the
Holy Trinity on the northern side for making houses or cells. Wherefore I command
that the same Peter shall hold well and in peace and honourably and quietly with soke
and sake and toll and team and infangthief and all other liberties, so that upon this (my
writ) no one shall cause him injury or contumely in this matter. Witness Nigel the
bishop’s nephew and Robert de la Haye. At Rouen.

DATE:, According to the confirmation by Empress Matilda (EM/793), the gift was made
by King Henry together with Queen Adeliza. Therefore, after King Henry was first in
Normandy following their marriage, June 1123; before Nigel, Bishop Roger’s nephew,
was nominated bishop of Ely, May 1133, and before the king left Normandy previous
to that, summer 1131. Nigel is thought to have begun his career in the king’s service in
the mid-1120s (Green, Government of England, 263; Karn, EEA 31 Ely, 1109–1197,
lxxiii).
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ADDRESS: The shire court of Wiltshire and the burgesses of Wilton.
WITNESS: Nigel, king’s treasurer, nephew of Bishop Roger of Salisbury; Robert de la
Haye, seneschal of Normandy (Haskins, Norman Institutions, 99).
PLACE: Rouen (Seine-Maritime).
CONTEXT: The plot of land in Wilton was close to the church of the Holy Trinity, which
once stood opposite the gildhall in the market place of the town and was the church of
the town guild (VCH Wilts, vi. 28). The land is referred to in Empress Matilda’s charter
to the church of Heytesbury in these terms: ‘totam terram mare cum edificiis et firma
quam Petrus sacerdos de me tenet in Wilton’ quam idem Petrus antea supranotate
ecclesie in prebendam dedit pro salute Henrici regis patris mei et Matildis matris mee [.
. .] sicut H(enricus) rex pater meus et Aethledis regina prescripto Petro concesserunt et
carta confirmauerunt’ (EM/793). The act of Bishop Jocelin and Dean Azo refers to it as
‘maram quoque in Wilton’ iuxta ecclesiam sancte Trinitatis in partibus de nort et
ceteras possessiones quas Petrus clericus largitione Henrici regis et Athelidis habuit’
(EEA 18 Salisbury 1087–1217, 89–91, no. 120). The noun mara ‘mere, marsh’, is
hardly compatible with the buildings referred to, so it is here taken as a name, Mara.
Rich Jones, printing the charter of the Empress from the register, adjusted the text to
read ‘terram <et> maram (paludem scilicet)’, but a mere or marsh close to the town
church and already built over seems implausible. The present document refers to the
purpose of building ‘domos uel cellas’, an unusual usage, perhaps to be understood as
‘domos uel seldas’ (‘houses or stalls’). Empress Matilda’s act refers to existing
buildings. It may perhaps be inferred that between the king’s gift to Peter and Peter’s
gift to the church of Heytesbury the site had been developed.

As indicated above, the Empress’s charter said that the gift was confirmed by
King Henry and Queen Adeliza ‘by their charter’: the mention of Queen Matilda in the
context of the movent clause does not diminish the association of the gift with Queen
Adeliza. The present charter says nothing of the queen, and the Empress refers to a
single act. The queen’s presence on the occasion when the charter was sealed has
perhaps been remembered, and remembered for a reason. From the pipe roll we learn
that the king and queen paid 25s 7d ‘in consuetudine ferie’ to the nuns of Wilton, and
that 40s were paid in toll on the market at Salisbury which belonged to the farm of
Wilton; the reason for this is indicated, ‘quod rex concessit episcopo Sar’ eo quod
regina concesserat ante ecclesie Sar’’ (PR 31 Henry I, 13). Queen Adeliza’s interest in
the borough of Wilton is further evidenced by King Henry II’s confirmation of her gift
to establish St Giles’s Hospital, ‘donationem illam quam Adelicia regina fecit deo et
ecclesie sancti Egedii ad sustentationem infirmorum, uidelicet de decimis omnium
reddituum de Wiltona quas eis dedit’ (H2/2833). We have no documents from this
period from the archive of St Edith’s abbey at Wilton, a royal nunnery, but it appears
that some association between the queen and the abbey continued to exist. A similar
association may have existed at Romsey abbey in Hampshire. The borough of Wilton
has preserved in its own archive original acts of King Henry I (0000, Regesta 1275,
datable 1126 × 1130) and King Henry II (H2/2832, datable 1155) in favour of the
burgesses of Wilton. These, however, make no reference to the queen.


