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ST PETER’S ABBEY, GENT

Benedictine abbey of St Peter in Monte Blandinio

County of Flanders : Diocese of Tournai and Noyon
Founded in the seventh century

Certainly since the reign of Edward the Confessor, possibly from an
earlier date, the abbey of St Peter on Blandijnberg at the south side of
Gent held the large estate of Lewisham and Greenwich in Kent, which
was in the abbot’s hands in 1066 and in 1086 (DB, i. 12d; § 8). The
abbey also had some land on the north bank of the Thames in London
itself. In Henry I’s time the control of this property was disputed with a
neighbour, and resulting from this dispute one writ of King Henry can be
defended as authentic (0000); an authentic writ-charter of King Stephen
from 1136 provides a sequel to it (Ste/340). The other acts in Henry I’s
name are forgeries. One of them ({2}) forms part of a group of mid-
twelfth-century forgeries whose drafting has been attributed to the
prolific forger Osbert de Clare, sometime prior of Westminster. None the
less it served as precedent for an authentic act of Henry II (H2/1117),
obtained at Chinon and probably datable to 1156. The other act in King
Henry’s name ({3}) is a reworking of {2} done at Gent.

These texts and others relating to the same estate have been
preserved in the archive in Gent. The cartulary known as Liber antiquus
was compiled between 1255 and 1268. The first part, fols. i–clxxxviii, is
now in the Rijksarchief te Gent, Bestand Sint-Pietersabdij, MS B 2955;
the second part of this cartulary, now Rijksarchief te Gent, Bestand Sint-
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Pietersabdij, 1ste reeks, nr. 7, fols. clxxxix–ccv (now fols. 7r–27v)
(Davis 560), contains copies of nineteen documents of English origin
(fols. 10r–21r). Most of these documents and some others are found in
later copies in various booklets, ranging in date from the first quarter to
the second half of the fifteenth century, now bound together as Gent,
Universiteits-bibliotheek, MS 536; some of the booklets were copied
from original documents, though of Henry I’s acts these included only
charters of inspeximus from the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries.
Copies of some acts have also survived in England. The charters of
inspeximus were enrolled in the usual way; other acts were copied into
judicial proceedings or into Cartae Antiquae rolls or into the register of a
bishop of Rochester. A more detailed analysis of copies in Gent and of
the varied transmission is given in the headnote to the forged charter in
the name of William II (W2/000, Regesta 323).

J. de Saint-Genois, ‘Précis analytique des documents historiques, concernant les
relations de l’ancien comté de Flandre avec l’Angleterre, conservés aux Archives de la
Flandre orientale, de 918 à 1299’, Messager des sciences historiques de Belgique
(1842), 238–61, 309–326; A. Van Lokeren, Chartes et documents de l’abbaye de Saint
Pierre au Mont Blandin à Gand (Gent, 1868–71).

1 Writ instructing the shire of Kent that the abbot of Gent
has deraigned before the king his right to hold
Lewisham (Kent) against the claim of Robert of
Bampton. January 1109 × April 1114

LOST ORIGINAL: ‘Collectio facta est ad originalem litteram xxiv septembris an. mccccix’
(AD 1409), ‘Iste littere originales fuerunt in sancto Petro an. mcccclxiii’ (AD 1463) (Van
Lokeren, i. 110).
MEDIEVAL INVENTORY: Gent, Rijksarchief, Bestand Sint-Pietersabdij, oorkonden nr.
996, a late-thirteenth century inventory of charters in the archive (described by Van
Lokeren, ii. 5, no. 996), includes ‘Defensio H. regis Anglie qui precipit suis ne nos
molestent in aliquo’ (§ 25. 24).
COPY IN JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS: King’s Bench plea roll, Michaelmas term 3–4 Henry
III, September 1219, KB26/71, mem. 7 (omits address and witnesses) [B].
CARTULARY COPIES: Gent, Rijksarchief, Bestand Sint-Pietersabdij, MS 1ste reeks, nr. 7
(s. xiii), fol. 20v–21r (no. 18) [C]; Gent, Universiteitsbibliotheek, MS 536, (i) fol. 272r
(s. xvin) [D, from C], fol. 274r (s. xvin) [E, from C or D], (v) fol. 254r (s. xv2) [F, from
D]; Gent, Rijksarchief, Bestand Sint-Pietersabdij, MS B 2956 (AD 1460), fol. clxviv

(‘Inhibicio quam fecit rex Anglie suis subditis ne ecclesie sancti Petri facerent aliquam
iniuriam in suis bonis de Lieuesham’) [G, from C].
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TRANSCRIPT: Transcripts for the Record Commission, PRO 31/8/142/8, no. viii.
PRINTED: J. de Saint-Genois, ‘Précis analytique des documents historiques concernant
les relations de l’ancien comté de Flandre avec l’Angleterre, conservés aux Archives de
la Flandre orientale’, Messager des sciences historiques de Belgique (1842), 252–3 (no.
13) (French abstract) [from C]; A. Van Lokeren, Chartes et documents de l’abbaye de
Saint Pierre au Mont Blandin à Gand (Gent, 1868–71), i. 115 (no. 181) [from C];
Round, Cal. France, 504 (no. 1378) [from C]; CRR, viii. 44 [from B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 934.

Willelmus Paynel petit uersus abbatem de Gaunt maneria de Grenewic’
et de Leuesham cum pertinentiis ut ius suum et ut illa unde Robertus de
Baunton’ auus patris sui fuit seisitus ut de feodo et iure et in dominico
tempore Henrici regis senis anno &c.; et de illo Roberto descendit ius
terre illius Iuliane filie sue et heredi, et de Iuliana Fulkoni Paynel filio et
heredi suo et patri ipsius Willelmi, et de ipso Fulkone isti Willelmo &c.;
et quod predictus Robertus ita fuit seisitus sicut predictum est offert
disrationare per corpus cuiusdam liberi hominis sui, Simonis de
Greneweye, qui hoc offert probare per corpus suum, prout curia
considerauerit, sicut de uisu et precepto Unfridi patris sui. Et abbas uenit
et defendit ius suum nunc et alias quando defendere debuit. Set dicit
quod non uidetur ei quod debeat ad hoc breue respondere quia aliquando
disrationauit quidam abbas predecessor suus terram illam in curia domini
regis Henrici senis, et inde profert cartam ipsius regis in hec uerba.

Henricus rex Angl(orum)a b†Ancelmo archiepiscopoc

Cant(uariensi)† et Hamoni dapif(ero) et omnibus baronibus et
ministris suis de Chent francis et anglis salutemb. Precipio
quod ecclesia de Gantd et abbas Ansboldus et monachi
eiusdem ecclesie teneant omnem tenurame suam de Leueshamf

cum omnibus appenditiis suis ita bene et quiete et honorifice
amodo absque omni calumpnia sicut idem abbas coram me in
curia mea aduersum Robertum de Baantunag disrationauit,
quod ipse Robertus nullam in eadem tenurah calumpniam iuste
habuerat. Et defendo ne super hoc aliquis eis iniuriam uel
torturam faciat super forisfacturam meam. T(estibus)i Roberto
episcopo Linc’ et Roberto comite de Mell’. Apud Linc(oliam).

a Anglie CDEFG b–b &c. B c arcl’ C, Ard’ DE
d Gant CE ] Gaunt B G and D e tenuram B] teneturam CDEFG
f Leuesham B ] Lieuesham CDEFG



18 OCTOBER 2016 H1 ST PETER’S ABBEY, GENT 4

g Baantuna CDEFG ] modernized as Baunton B
h tenura B] tenetura CDEFG i Teste &c. B

Et si curia considerauerit quod super hoc debeat respondere, dicet aliud.
Et Willelmus dicit quod reuera placitum fuit in curia regis Henrici senis
inter Robertum de Baunton predictum et quendam abbatem de Gaunt, et
in tantum processit loquela quod Robertus fecit quandam defaltam per
quam amisit seisinam illarum terrarum. Et bene credit quod dominus rex
tunc fecit ei cartam illam quam profert. Sed postea murmurauerunt amici
ipsius Roberti et habuerunt malam uoluntatem uersus dominum regem et
abbatem pro terra illa, et tandem uenit abbas et concessit terras illas
eidem Roberto ad feodi firmam sibi et heredibus suis pro XXV libris
inde annuatim reddendis, et inde habuit cartam ipsius abbatis et
conuentus et in seisina fuit. Postea contigit quod cum guerra mota esset
tempore Henrici regis patris domini regis Iohannis, uenit idem Robertus
et posuit cartam illam apud Offeculme in comitatu Deuonie, et per
guerram illam fuit manerium illud combustum, ita quod carta illa
combusta fuit in domo sua, et inde profert sectam, sc. quendam
Michaelem de Sturston’ qui hoc offert disrationare prout curia
considerauerit, sicut ille cui Willelmus de Sturston’ pater suus dixit quod
uidit cartam illam et precepit ei quod, si inde audisset loqui, inde
testimonium perhibet. Et bene patet quod ita fuit, quia post predictam
cartam domini regis fuit predictus Robertus inde seisitus anno et die quo
rex obiit, et hoc offert disrationare per corpus predicti Simonis, sicut
predictum est. [. . .] Dies datus est [. . .] Concordati sunt; habent
cirographum.

William Paynel brings a suit to recover from the abbot of Gent the manors of Lewisham
and Greenwich with their appurtenances as his by right and as those of which Robert of
Bampton his father’s grandfather was seised by fee and right and in demesne in the
time of King Henry I in the year &c.; and right in this land descended from that Robert
to his daughter and heir Juliana, and from Juliana to Fulk Paynel her son and heir and
the father of this William, and from Fulk to William, &c.; and he offers to deraign by
the body of his free man Simon of Greenwich that the foresaid Robert was so seised as
foresaid, and Simon offers to prove this by his body, as the court may decide, in
accordance with the view and command of his father Humfrey. And the abbot comes
and defends his right now and on other occasions when he had to make his defence. But
he says that it appears to him that he is not due to answer this writ since on another
occasion his predecessor before him deraigned that land in the court of the lord King
Henry I, and he produces the charter of that king in these words:

Henry king of the English to †Anselm archbishop of Canterbury and Haimo Dapifer
and all his barons and officials of Kent, French and English, greeting. I command that
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the church of Gent and Abbot Ansbold and the monks of that church shall hold all their
holding of Lewisham with all its pertinents as well and quietly and honourably
hereafter without any claim as the same abbot deraigned before me in my court against
Robert of Bampton, because that Robert had no just claim in that holding. And I forbid
him upon this (my writ) to cause them any injury or wrong upon my forfeit. Witness
Robert bishop of Lincoln and Robert count of Meulan. At Lincoln.

And if the court decides that he shall be due to answer hereupon, he will say another
thing. And William says that there was indeed a plea in the court of King Henry I
between Robert of Bampton foresaid and an abbot of Gent, and the claim proceeded on
the basis that Robert had committed some default through which he lost seisin of those
lands. And he well believes that the lord king at that time made for the abbot that
charter which he has produced. But after that friends of the same Robert complained
and had an ill will concerning the king and the abbot about the land, and at length the
abbot came and granted the lands to Robert at fee farm to him and his heirs in return
for an annual rent of £25, and he had a charter thereof from the abbot and convent and
he was in seisin. Afterwards, it happened that, when there was war in the time of King
Henry, father of King John, the same Robert came and put his charter at Uffculme in
the shire of Devon, and during the war that manor house was burnt, so that the charter
was burnt in his house, and he offers suit thereof, namely Michael de Sturston, who
offers to deraign this as the court shall decide, just as his father William de Sturston
said to him that he had seen that charter and commanded him that, if he heard it spoken
of, he should bear witness. And it is well known to all that, subsequent to the king’s
charter as produced, the foresaid Robert was seised of the land in the year and the day
when the king died, and he offers to deraign this by the body of the foresaid Simon as
said above.[. . .] A date was set [. . .] They came to agreement and have a final concord.

SOURCE: Gent, Rijksarchief, Bestand Sint-Pietersabdij, oorkonden nr. 472, 335 × 152
mm, with seal of William Paynel [A]; attached to the deed by the same sealing cords is
the final concord, oorkonden nr. 471 (see Context). Copies in Gent, Rijksarchief,
Bestand Sint-Pietersabdij, 1ste reeks, nr. 7 (s. xiii), fol. 17r–v (no. 11) [B]; Gent,
Universiteits Bibliotheek, MS 536, (ii) fol. 171v–172r (AD 1433) [C, from original],
(iii) fol. 215r–v (s. xv) [from original], and recopied from there, (iv) fols. 57r–58v (s.
xv), both preceded by a description of the seal; Gent, Rijksarchief, Bestand Sint-
Pietersabdij, MS B 2956 (AD 1460), fols. clxiiv–clxiiir (‘Qualiter abbas sancti Petri dedit
pro bonis Anglie centum et unam marcam argenti’).
PRINTED: J. de Saint-Genois, ‘Précis analytique des documents historiques concernant
les relations de l’ancien comté de Flandre avec l’Angleterre, conservés aux Archives de
la Flandre orientale’, Messager des sciences historiques de Belgique (1842), 256–7 (no.
19) (French abstract) [from C]; A. Van Lokeren, Chartes et documents de l’abbaye de
Saint Pierre au Mont Blandin à Gand (Gent, 1868–71), i. 247–8 (no. 472) [from ABC].

Sciant presentes et futuri quod ego Willelmus Painell’ filius Fulconis
Painell’ remisi et quietum clamaui de me et heredibus meis deo et
ecclesie sancti Petri de Gant, Arnulfo abbati, et eiusdem loci conuentui
totum ius et clamium quod habui uel habere potui in manerio de
Leuesham et Grenewich cum omnibus pertinentiis suis in perpetuum. Et
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pro hac remissione et quieta clamantia idem abbas dedit michi centum et
unam marcam argenti. Et si forte contigerit quod ego Willelmus Painell’
uel heredes mei de cetero aliquam cartam uel aliquod munimentum de
uendicatione iuris predictorum maneriorum attulerimus et in iure
ostenderimus, pro nullis habeantur. Et ut hec remissio et quietaclamantia
perpetua sit et firma et stabilis et inconcussa permaneat pro me et
heredibus meis presens scriptum presentis sigilli mei impressione
signaui, et subscriptis testium nominibus roboraui. Hiis testibus domino
St(ephano) Cant(uariensi) archiepiscopo, Huberto de Burch’ iustic’ tunc
domini regis, Martino de Padeshull, Stephano de Segraue, Rad(ulfo)
Harenc, Tom(a) de Haid(er)n, Rob(erto) de Lexenton’, iustic(iis),
Rob(erto) de Nortfort tunc constab’ de Dou(er)e, Rob(erto) de Rockeslei,
Will(elmo) de Cyritone, Tom(a) de Bl(er)uuile, Will(elmo) de Abrincis,
Iohanne de Bouile, Rob(erto) de Aub(er)uila. Et pluribus aliis. Actum
anno incarnationis millesimo ducentesimo uicesimo secundo, anno regni
regis Henrici filio Iohannis sexto, quarto kl’ Mai. Apud Westmonastir.

Know present and future men that I William Paynel son of Fulk Paynel release and
quitclaim for me and my heirs to God and St Peter’s church, Gent, Abbot Arnulf, and
the convent of that place all right and claim that I had or could have in the manor(s) of
Lewisham and Greenwich with all their belongings forever. And for this release and
quitclaim the same abbot gave me 101 marks of silver. And if by chance it should
happen that I William Paynel or my heirs shall bring forth or show any deed or other
muniment of sale of right of the said manors it shall be held at naught. And so that this
release and quitclaim shall be forever firm and stable and shall remain unshaken for
me and my heirs I have signed the present script by the impression of my present seal,
and I have strengthened by the subscripted names of the witnesses. These witnesses,
lord Steven, archbishop of Canterbury, Henry de Burgh then justice of the lord king,
Martin of Pattishall, Stephen of Seagrave, Ralph Hareng, Thomas de Haidern, Robert
de Lexington, justices, Robert of Norfolk then constable of Dover, Robert de Rockeslei,
William de Cyritone, Thomas de Blerwile, William de Abrincis, John de Bouile, Robert
de Aubervila. And many others. Given in the year of our lord 1222, the sixth year of the
reign of King Henry son of John, 4th kalend of May. At Westminster.

DATE: It is unfortunate that the Curia Regis roll has truncated the address, because the
names as copied at Gent are impossible. Datable after the election of Ansbold as abbot
of St Peter’s, 3 January 1109 (Annales Blandinienses, in MGH Scriptores, v. 27; van
Lokeren, i, Appendix, p. xlix); and, on the face of it, before the death of Archbishop
Anselm, 21 April 1109. During this period, however, the king was in Normandy, and
the document could not be dated in England. Ansbold as prior had administered the
abbey since Abbot Siger set out on crusade in 1107; the abbot died 24 August 1108, but
Ansbold would not be named in this way until formally elected as his successor. Round
dated Ansbold’s election to 1108 and the act accordingly to 1108 × 1109, disregarding
the English place-date. The editors of Regesta said that the writ was ‘inadvertently’
addressed to Anselm, sede uacante, adding that all early charters from the abbey are
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suspect. A simple conjecture would be that Archbishop Ralph’s initial has been
assimilated to the more familiar Anselm, but the vacancy after Anselm’s death was a
long one; Ralph was nominated archbishop on 21 April 1114, when the king was at
Windsor, but before then Abbot Ansbold had died on 10 April 1114. In Abbot
Ansbold’s time the presiding bishop in Kent was Ralph as bishop of Rochester, and the
original act could well have been addressed to ‘Rad(ulfo) Rofensi episcopo’ (as in 000,
Regesta 1021 for Bermondsey). Alteration to the original cannot be ruled out.
Otherwise two conjectures are needed to explain the data: first, that the king’s act was
requested very soon after Ralph was nominated at a time when the delegation from
Gent had not received news that their abbot had died; second, that an initial R was later
minsterpreted as A when the act was copied. The monks of Ghent at the time of the
cartulary had no knowledge of Archbishop Ralph (see below, 000, Regesta 1148), and
they may easily have substituted Archbishop Anselm. There is no evidence as to where
the king was immediately after his court at Windsor in the fourth week after Easter
1114, and no part of his itinerary helps to explain the unique place-date here, Lincoln.

It may be noted that a bull of Eugenius III for St Peter’s, copied in UB, MS
536, which notifies the archbishop of Canterbury and the bishop of Rochester that
Lewisham and Greenwich have papal protection, addresses the archbishop as ‘Heberto’
and the bishop as ‘Gualtero’; the act is dated from its place-date at Vetralla to 15
December 1145 and consequently Ramackers emended the names to ‘Theobaldo’ and
‘Ascelino’ (Johnson, Registrum Hamonis Hethe, i. 36; J. Ramackers, Papsturkunden in
den Niederlanden (Berlin, 1933–4), ii. 170–71, no. 56).
ADDRESS: Shire court of Kent.
WITNESS: Robert Bloet, bishop of Lincoln; Robert, count of Meulan.
PLACE: Lincoln, Lincs, the only extant act of Henry I so dated. There is no apparent
reason why the king should not visit Lincoln and date acts there; preservation is in no
way influenced by place-date. It is more remarkable that, despite the large number of
extant acts in favour of the church of Lincoln, not one was obtained when the king was
actually in Lincoln, a sign that he was very rarely there. A place in Normandy would
resolve the problem of the date, but it cannot be supposed that the monks of Gent would
have substituted Lincoln for a French place when copying.
CONTEXT: The king’s writ resulted from a hearing before King Henry, in which the
monks deraigned their right to Lewisham. What claim Robert of Bampton put up
against them is not known. We are told in the plea of 1219 that, after this hearing before
King Henry, an agreement was reached between Robert and the abbot whereby Robert
held the manor at fee farm and was in possession when Henry I died. The abbot’s deed
to Robert and his heirs was lost when the family’s house at Uffculme (Devon) was
destroyed during a war in the reign of Henry II, but the claim had passed to Robert’s
daughter Juliana, wife of William Paynel, and so to their son Fulk Paynel and grandson
William Paynel.

This mention of Uffculme in Devon shows that we are dealing with Robert of
Bampton, son of Walter or Walscin of Douai (d. c. 1107). Walter was a Fleming and a
tenant-in-chief in Devon, Somerset, and Dorset in 1086, who gave the church of
Bridgwater to Bath abbey (Hunt, Two Chartularies of the Priory at Bath, 39–40). In
1086 Walter of Douai also held Lee in Kent as a tenant of Bishop Odo (DB, i. 6d; § 5.
32). Lee borders on Lewisham and on Bishop Odo’s manor in Greenwich, so its tenant
was perhaps in a good position to manage the estate for the monks of Gent. Robert’s
known interests are otherwise confined to the south-west (PR 31 Henry I, 153–4).
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Robert rebelled against King Stephen at the beginning of his reign, ‘Robertus quidam
de Bathentona, miles reuera nec sanguinis infimi nec honoris terrarum exigui’ (Gesta
Stephani, § 14). The castle from which he rebelled was Bampton in Devon, where the
remains of a motte and bailey castle still overlook the river Batherm, ten miles or so
north-east from Uffculme. His rebellion is referred to in King Stephen’s act for the
monks of Gent (Ste/340), whereby the king ‘restored and granted’ to the abbot and
monks their manors of Greenwich and Lewisham; after the Quare uolo clause is added
this provision: ‘And concerning the claim which Robert of Bampton (Bentona) had
made on the foresaid lands of Greenwich and Lewisham, I quitclaim them, because the
land of that Robert has been confiscated by law and is in my own jurisdiction, with the
result that neither Robert nor any of his successors hereafter shall presume to make any
claim on them’. If we believe William Paynell’s claim in 1219 that Robert had been
reseised in the reign of Henry I after complaints by his friends, it seems the monks took
the opportunity to get rid of their unwelcome tenant on his rebellion in 1136. In this
way Robert of Bampton’s fee farm would appear to have come to an end. The author of
Gesta Stephani tells us that Robert left England for the court of King David of
Scotland, where it has been argued at least one of his men was enfeoffed (G. W. S.
Barrow, The Kingdom of the Scots, 2nd edn (Edinburgh, 2003), 288).

The plea in the king’s court commenced by Robert’s great-grandson William
Paynel in 1219 continued for some time. Wiliam had already made a false claim to the
advowson of the church of Bampton in 1214, which his father Fulk Paynel had given to
the prior of Bath (CRR, vii. 68), and is not clear that his claim in Kent had any more
substance. In 1221 an offer by William Paynel to renouce his right in the Kentish
manors for 60 marks was not accepted by the abbey, but eventually an agreement was
made before the king’s justices after Easter in 1222. This resulted in a final concord
dated three weeks after Easter 1222—the 3rd Sunday after Easter was 24 April—and a
quitclaim by William Paynel dated 28 April 1222. He renounced his claim to the
‘manors’ of Greenwich and Lewisham in return for payment of 101 marks by the
monks, and it was agreed that, if his heirs produced any other charter or muniment
concerning the manors, it should be void. The fact that William’s interest was bought
out at such a high price appears surprising, and the abbot’s failure to produce the
charters of Henry II and King John is unexplained. The monks preserved his quitclaim,
now Rijsarchief te Gent, Bestand Sint-Pietersabdij, no. 472, to which is attached their
side of the final concord (no. 471; Saint-Genois, ‘Précis analytique’, 256–7, no. 19), the
foot of which is in the files of Feet of Fines (I. J. Churchill & others, Calendar of Kent
Feet of Fines, Kent Archaeological Society, Records Branch 15 (1939–56), cxxviii–
cxxix, 76).
AUTHENTICITY: The difficulty over the address has been discussed under Date. In the
tenor the use of tenura rather than terra is unusual but insufficient to vitiate the
drafting. The word tortura is very rare in charters of Henry I, occuring here (and in {2}
below), and an equivalent clause, ‘prohibeo ut nullus molestiam aut torturam illis inde
faciat’, 0000, Regesta 1123 for Westminster abbey, datable 1107 × 1116, which has
other unusual features. The dates are close enough that the word may point to the same
draftsman. The tenor of King Stephen’s act does not conflict with there having been a
dispute in Henry I’s reign. Its wording, ‘restored and granted’, may indeed express the
termination of Robert’s fee farm that had lasted more than twenty years, and the use of
the word calumpnia rather than tenura may result from the abbot’s misrepresenting the
nature of Robert’s tenure subsequent to Henry’s writ.
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2† Purported confirmation of lands and liberties in the
manor of Lewisham and Greenwich

CHANCERY ENROLMENTS: Charter Roll 13 Henry III, C53/21, mem. 12, inspeximus
dated 16 February 1229 (CalCh, i. 91, with the date 14 February) [B], authenticating a
copy of the charter of Henry I presented to the barons of the Exchequer by Arnulf, prior
of Lewisham, ‘pro quibusdam consuetudinibus que ab eis exigebantur contra tenorem
carte predicte’; by accident, as Henry I’s charter was handled at the Exchequer,
‘sigillum carte illius contigit a cedula [tongue? tag?] fuisse auulsum’; since the
treasurer and barons of the Exchequer had seen it before it was damaged, the king
sealed an engrossment, so that the charter ‘tantum ualeat in perpetuum quantum
predicta carta H. regis aui H. regis aui nostri ualeret si integra mansisset’; Charter Roll
11 Edward II, C53/104, inspeximus dated 24 July 1317 (CalCh, iii. 359) [from
inspeximus of 13 Henry III].
CHANCERY ENGROSSMENT: Treasury of Receipt, Ancient Deeds, Series AS, E42/524,
sealed inspeximus of 13 Henry III, dated 16 February 1229; Gent, Rijksarchief, Bestand
Sint-Pietersabdij, oorkonden nr. 1065, inspeximus of 11 Edward II, dated 24 July 1317
(Van Lokeren, ii. 25, no. 1065, misdated to 1318) [from inspeximus of 13 Henry III];
Edward II’s inspeximus was produced in court along with forged charters in the names
of Edward the Confessor and William I in 1321 (PQW, 462b); a second engrossment of
11 Edward II appears to have gone to Sheen in or after 1414, for the inventory of acts in
the archive there includes ‘Item carta Edwardi regis Anglie et domini Hibernie et
Equitanie que recitat cartam Henrici quondam regis Anglie aui sui et ipsam cartam
confirmat et corroborat abbati de Gaunt et conuentui’ (BL MS Cotton Otho B. XIV (s.
xv/xvi), fol. lxxxiv, now fol. 84v), though in this case the charter roll does not specify
‘dupplicatur’.
INSPEXIMUS: Gent, Rijksarchief, Bestand Sint-Pietersabdij, oorkonden nr. 124, with
seal, inspeximus by Walter, abbot of Sint-Baafsabdij Gent, dated 6 August 1396 (noted
by Van Lokeren, ii. 25, no. 1065), inspecting an inspeximus by Nicholas Thorne, abbot
of St Augustine’s abbey, Canterbury, dated 7 June 1279, in turn inspecting the charter
in the name of Edward the Confessor (S 1002) and the inspeximus of 13 Henry III
[from inspeximus of 13 Henry III].
CARTAE ANTIQUAE ROLL: Cartae Antiquae Roll T, C52/19, mem. 2, no. 9 [C].
CARTULARY COPIES: Gent, Universiteitsbibliotheek, MS 536, (i) fols. 267r–268v
[extracted from an inspeximus], fols. 272v–273v (old pp. 534–6) [D, from inspeximus
of 13 Henry III as exemplified in 1279], (iii) fols. 217r–219r [E, from inspeximus of 11
Edward II, with description of the seal], (iv) fol. 60r–v [F, from E, with same
description]; (v) fols. 250v–251r (old p. 490) [G, Henry I’s act, extracted from one or
other of the charters of inspeximus].
PRINTED: Dugdale, i. 550b–551a [from B]; J. F. Foppens, Diplomatum belgicorum noua
collectio, siue Supplementum ad Opera diplomatica A. Miraei (Louvain, Brussels,
1723–48), iii. 106 [from Dugdale]; J. Thorpe, Registrum Roffense (London, 1769),
470–71 [inspeximus of 13 Henry III from B]; Monasticon, vi. 987–8 (no. i) [from
Dugdale]; A. Van Lokeren, Chartes et documents de l’abbaye de Saint Pierre au Mont
Blandin à Gand (Gent, 1868–71), i. 111–12 (no. 171, Henry I) [from G, misdated as if
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11 Edward I but referred to as Edward IV], 175 (no. 308, noted in inspeximus of 13
Henry III, entered as if 13 Henry II) [from D]; J. Conway Davies, Cartae Antiquae
Rolls 11–20, 175 (no. 580) [from C].
CALENDAR: Farrer 351; Regesta 1148.

Henricus rex Angl(orum)a Rad(ulfo)b archiepiscopo et Rogero
episcopo Sar’ et uicecomitibus de Lund’ et de Chent et
omnibus baronibus et ministris suis francis et anglis de Lund’
et de Chent salutem. [1] Precipio quod abbas et monachi de
sancto Petro de Gant habeant et teneant manerium suum de
Leueseham et Grenewic cum ecclesiis suis et simiteriis et
decimis et omnibus terris et redditibus eisdem ecclesiis
pertinentibus et cum decimis de Andredes wald cum
consuetudinibus et redditibus suis et cum omnibus aliis
appendiciis suis sicut carte regis Eadwardi et Willelmi patris
mei testantur, et cum terra infra Lund’ de Wermanacra que
pertinet ad eundem Grenewic cum saca et socna, toll et team,
et infangenetheof et cum omnibus aliis consuetudinibus
legibus et libertatibus suis et weruagio suo, be lande et be
strande, et sint quieti de placitis et querelis et sciris et
hundredis in burgo et extra, in aqua et extra, in bosco et extra
et in plano, ita bene et plene, libere et honorifice sicut unquam
melius tenuerunt tempore regis Eadwardi et Willelmi patris
mei et fratris mei et meo postea. [2] Et precipio quod habeant
decursus aquarum suarum ad conducendum ubi uoluerint et
piscarias suas et stagnum et paludes et uolatilia sua infra
ambitum uille. [3] Et de molendinis suis que sunt super terras
suas et de theloneis suis et de mensuris annone sue et
ceruisiarum suarum de omnibus ministris meis firmam pacem
habeant, ita quod nulli respondeant nisi abbati et monachis. [4]

Et habeant cin eadem uillac hundredam suam liberam et
quietam, et omnes qui ibi aduenerint faciant abbati et
monachis easdem consuetudines omnes quas facere solebant
tempore regis Eadwardi et tempore predecessorum meorum.
[5] Et precipio quod habeant warennam suam in eadem uilla
liberam et quietam et ita quod nullus in ea leporem uel aliam
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bestiam fuget, nisi per abbatem et monachos. [6] Et prohibeo
ne super hoc de hac elemosina mea aliquis eis iniuriam uel
contumeliam siue torturam amodo faciat super forisfacturam
X librarum. Testibus Roberto comite de Mell(ent) et Willelmo
comite de Warenn et Willelmo de Albin(ni) et Roberto filio
Suein de Essexa et Symone de Molendin(o). Apud
Westm(onasterium).

a Anglie D b Radbodo Van Lokeren c–c om. C

Henry king of the English to Archbishop Ralph and Bishop Roger of Salisbury and the
sheriffs of London and of Kent and to all his barons and officials French and English of
London and of Kent greeting. [1] I command that the abbot and monks of St Peter of
Gent shall have and hold their manor of Lewisham and Greenwich with their churches
and cemeteries and tithes and all lands and revenues pertaining to the same churches
together with the tithes of Andredsweald with their customs and revenues and with all
other appurtenances, just as the charters of King Edward and King William my father
witness, and with the land of Wermanacre within London which pertains to Greenwich,
with sake and soke, toll and team, and infangtheof and with all other customs, laws,
and liberties and with their wharfage, by land and by strand, and they shall be quit of
all pleas and plaints and shires and hundreds, within borough and without, within
water and without, in wood and without and in field, as well and fully, freely and
honourably as they ever well held in King Edward’s time and King William my father’s
and my brothers and my own afterwards. [2] And I command that they shall have the
right to channel their watercourses where they will as well as their fisheries and their
pond and marshes and their waterfowl within the boundary of the vill. [3] And they
shall have my firm peace from all my officials concerning their mills which are upon
their grounds and their tolls and their measures of their grain and their beers, on such
terms that they shall answer to no one except the abbot and monks. [4] And in the same
vill they shall have their hundred court free and quit, and all who owe suit there shall
do for the abbot and monks whatever services they did for them in King Edward’s time
and my predecessors’. [5] And I command that they shall have their warren in the same
vill free and quit, on such terms that no one shall hunt hare or other animal in it except
with the permission of the abbot and monks. [6] And I forbid anyone upon this (my writ)
to cause injury or contumely or wrong hereafter against this my alms, upon forfeit of
£10. Witness Robert count of Meulan and Earl William of Warenne and William
d’Aubigny and Robert fitz Swein of Essex and Simon des Moulins. At Westminster.

DATE: The apparent date is after Ralph d’Escures was nominated archbishop of
Canterbury, 21 April 1114; before the king left England for the last time while Count
Robert of Meulan was alive, April 1116.
ADDRESS: Shire courts of London and Kent. The inclusion of Bishop Roger of Salisbury
in the address makes no sense, but if several documents lie behind this confection he
may have been addressed as regent in one place-dated in Normandy.
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WITNESS: Robert, count of Meulan; William de Warenne, earl of Surrey; William
d’Aubigny; Robert fitz Swein; Simon des Moulins.
PLACE: Westminster.
CONTEXT: In § 1 the right of weruagium ‘wharfage’ should probably be related
specifically to the land called Wermanacre in London. This was a sizeable piece of
land, extending from the river bank at the Custom House as far as Fenchurch Street;
rents were paid at the church of St Dunstan in the East according to a rental of 1281
(Van Lokeren, i. 392–423, no. 896, at p. 420; D. J. Keene & V. Harding, A Survey of
Documentary Sources for Property Holding in London before the Great Fire, London
Record Society 22 (1985), 110–111, no. 266). In W1/150, we read that this land was
given by King Edward, ‘cum hueruo quod ad eandem pertinet et cum suis nundinalibus
et locis mercatoriis, cum seldis et scoppis et redditibus suis, cum consuetudinibus et
rectitudinibus suis, et cum theloneo et hueruagio suo’. The provisions of § 2 may be
prompted by the circumstances of exploiting the marshes along the Thames. Mention of
mills in § 3 reminds us that in Domesday Book the manor of Lewisham had no fewer
than eleven mills (DB, i. 12d; § 8). Henry I’s charter formed the main basis of the
abbot’s defence in 1321 (PQW, 462b–463a), represented in court by Edward II’s
inspeximus of the renewal under the great seal of Henry III from 1229. The argument
was successful; Edward II issued a writ to the justices in eyre at London on 8 June
1321, ordering them to accept the evidence of Henry I’s charter.
AUTHENTICITY: This is one of two comparable texts, one addressed to Anselm as
archbishop (000, Regesta 730), the other to Ralph. This present act, addressed to Ralph,
survives through English routes; it was enrolled in the Cartae Antiquae rolls in the early
thirteenth century and inspected by Henry III in 1229; the other survives only in copies
at Gent. This text displays no internal contradictions, that addressed to Anselm does.
This text was renewed, almost verbatim, by an act in the name of Henry II, apparently
datable 1156 × 1162, at Chinon and therefore very likely in 1156 (H2/1117): the only
changes are to add exemption ‘de geldis et de lot et de scot’ and to adjust the precedents
to refer to charters of King Edward, King William, and King Henry. It is questionable,
however, whether the reference to measurement of grain and beer could have been
confected at or before that date. Both the act addressed to Anselm and that addressed to
Ralph cite the precedent of charters in the names of King Edward and King William I,
but there is no close comparison with the well-known forgeries in the names of those
kings; King Edward’s, S 1002, has long been associated with a group of forgeries
centred on Westminster (Harmer, Anglo-Saxon Writs, 256), which Chaplais showed
were drafted by Osbert of Clare, monk of Westminster (Chaplais, ‘The original charters
of Herbert and Gervase, abbots of Westminster (1121–1157)’, A Medieval Miscellany
for Doris Mary Stenton, Pipe Roll Society new ser. 36 (1962), 89–110; p. 92 on S
1002); Bates has made the case that the act in William I’s name, W1/150, was also
drafted by Osbert. The address and witness list of the present act are unobjectionable
apart from the unexplained inclusion of the bishop of Salisbury (and the omission of the
bishop of London) in the address. The tenor of the act, however, is a concatenation of
clauses unlikely to have been put together in this form by a royal draftsman. The first
and sixth clauses alone might constitute an acceptable writ, produced in circumstances
where the abbot and monks had vindicated their rights before the king. The grant of
warren in § 5 may have been the subject of a separate authentic act, while the clause
concerning watercourses in § 2 is unlikely to have been expressed so fully in a royal act
of this period. The linkage in § 3 of mills and mercantile privileges that readily give rise
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to dispute appears implausible. The guarantee of the abbot’s free hundred in § 4 might
have occurred in connexion with §§ 1 and 6 or independently. While it is likely that one
or more authentic acts lay behind this forgery, nothing specific about them can be said.

3† Purported confirmation of lands and liberties in the
manor of Lewisham and Greenwich

CARTULARY COPIES: Gent, Rijksarchief, Bestand Sint-Pietersabdij, MS 1st reeks, nr. 7
(s. xiii), fol. 14v–15r (no. 4) [B]; Gent, Universiteitsbibliotheek, MS 536, (i) fols.
268v–269r (old pp. 526–7) (s. xvin) [C, from B]; (v) fol. 250r–v (old pp. 479–80) (s.
xv2) [D, from C].
TRANSCRIPTS: Transcripts for the Record Commission, PRO 31/8/142/8, no. vii
PRINTED: J. de Saint-Genois, ‘Précis analytique des documents historiques concernant
les relations de l’ancien comté de Flandre avec l’Angleterre, conservés aux Archives de
la Flandre orientale’, Messager des sciences historiques de Belgique (1842), 252 (no.
12) (French abstract) [from C]; A. Van Lokeren, Chartes et documents de l’abbaye de
Saint Pierre au Mont Blandin à Gand (Gent, 1868–71), i. 111 (no. 170) [from BCD];
Round, Cal. France, 503–4 (no. 1377) [from B].
CALENDAR: Farrer 119; Regesta 730.

Henricus rex Anglor(um) Anselmo archiepiscopo
Cant(uariensi)a et Rogero episcopo Sar’ et Roberto filio
Hamon(is) et Hug(oni) de Bochel(anda) uic(ecomitibus) et
omnibus baronibus ac ministris suis de London’ et de Chent
salutem. Precipio quod abbas et monachi de sancto Petro de
Gant teneant manerium suum de Lieuesham et de Groneuic
cum omnibus appenditiis suis sicut carte regis Eadwardi et
Willelmi patris mei testantur, et cum terra infra Lundon’ de
Wermanacra que pertinet ad eundem Gronewic, cum saca et
socna bilanda et bistranda toll et teamb et infangenetheof,
flemene fyrmðec et mischenninge et cum omnibus aliis
consuetudinibus, legibus et libertatibus suis et weruagio suo et
quietationibus de placitis et querelis et scirisd et hundredis in
burgo et extra in aqua et extra in boscho et plano ita bene et
plenarie libere et honorifice sicut melius tenuerunt tempore
regis Eadwardi et Willelmi patris mei et fratris mei et meo
postea. Et precipio quod habeant forum suum in uilla de
Gronewic libere et quiete, et negotiatores eiusdem uille in
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eundo et redeundo ad Lundon’ meam pacem habeant. Et sic
precipio quod de molendinis suis que sunt super terras suas et
de theloneis suis et mensuris <annone sue et> ceruisiarum
suarum de omnibus ministris meis firmam pacem habeant ita
quod nulli respondeant nisi abbati et monachis. Et prohibeo ne
super hoc de elemosina mea aliqua iniuria uel contumelia eis
amodo fiat super forisfacturam meam. Testibus Roberto
comite de Mell’ et Eustachio comite et Willelmo comite de
War’ et Dauid comite et Willelmo de Albin. Apud
Westmonasterium.

a Cant’ B Cantuar’ CD b ream BCD
c flemene syrinde(m) BCD d s(et) cir’ BC sciris D

Henry king of the English to Anselm archbishop of Canterbury, Roger bishop of
Salisbury, and Robert fitz Haimo and Hugh of Buckland, sheriffs, and all his barons
and sworn men of London and of Kent greeting. I command that the abbot and monks
of St Peter of Gent shall hold their manor of Lewisham and of Greenwich with all their
appurtenances just as the charters of King Edward and William my father witness, and
the land of Wermanacre within London which pertains to the same Greenwich, with
sake and soke, by land and by strand, and toll and team and infangthief, flemenefyrmth,
miskenning, and all their other customs, laws, and liberties, and their wharfage, and
quittances of pleas and plaints and shires and hundreds, within borough and without,
within water and without, in wood and field, as well and fully, freely and honourably as
they well held in King Edward’s time and William my father’s and my brother’s and my
own afterwards. And I command that they shall have their market in the vill of
Greenwich freely and quietly, and the merchants of the vill shall have my firm peace in
going to and returning from London. And I so command that in respect of their mills
which they have on their lands, and their tolls, and their measures of their grain and
beer, they shall have my firm peace from all my officials, so that they shall not answer
to anyone except the abbot and monks. Witness Robert count of Meulan and Count
Eustace and Earl William of Warenne and Earl David and William d’Aubigny. At
Westminster.

DATE: Chronologically impossible as it stands. Archbishop Anselm died in 1109, and
Count Eustace III of Boulogne witnesses acts in England only in the early part of the
reign, September 1101 to c. 1108. David the queen’s brother attests acts in England in
this period, but he does not attest as comes before he was made earl of Huntingdon in
1113 (Barrow, Charters of King David I, 38).
ADDRESS: Shire courts of London and Kent. See note on 000, Regesta 1148. Hugh of
Buckland was sheriff of London, but the sheriff of Kent was Haimo Dapifer, not Robert
fitz Haimo, who was in any case incapacitated in spring 1105.
WITNESS: Robert, count of Meulan; Eustace, count of Boulogne; William of Warenne,
earl of Surrey; David, earl of Huntingdon; William d’Aubigny. The witness list appears
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to copy that of 000, Regesta 1148, omitting the least recognizable names but, more
surprisingly, adding Earl David, Queen Matilda’s brother, and Count Eustace III of
Boulogne, who was married to their sister. They otherwise attest together only in 0000,
Regesta 883 for Romsey abbey.
PLACE: Westminster.
CONTEXT, AUTHENTICITY: This text is closely related to that of the preceding act. There
are chronological difficulties with the address clause and witness list. In the first clause,
the appurtenances have simply been abbreviated. Nonsense has been introduced into the
franchises by the misplacing of the words ‘by land and by strand’; flemene fyrmth and
miskenning have been introduced. Where the other act has a clause concerning
watercourses, this has a clause concerning the market in Greenwich. The clauses
concerning the free hundred and the abbot’s warren have no equivalent here. The only
discernible reason for the creation of this text alongside the other is to introduce the few
words concerning the market in Greenwich. The spelling Groneuic shows assimilation
to Middle Dutch.

000, Regesta 1148 000, Regesta 730

Henricus rex Angl(orum) Radulfo
archiepiscopo et Rogero episcopo Sar’ et
uicecomitibus de Lund’ et de Chent et
omnibus baronibus et ministris suis
francis et anglis de Lund’ et de Chent
salutem.
Precipio quod abbas et monachi de sancto
Petro de Gant habeant et teneant
manerium suum de Leueseham et
Grenewic cum ecclesiis suis et simiteriis
et decimis et omnibus terris et redditibus
eisdem ecclesiis pertinentibus et cum
decimis de Andredes wald cum
consuetudinibus et redditibus suis et cum
omnibus aliis appendiciis suis sicut carte
regis Eadwardi et Willelmi patris mei
testantur, et cum terra infra Lund’ de
Wermanacra que pertinet ad eundem
Grenewic cum saca et socna, toll et team,
et infangenetheof et cum omnibus aliis
consuetudinibus legibus et libertatibus
suis et weruagio suo, be lande et be
strande, et sint quieti de placitis et
querelis et sciris et hundredis in burgo et
extra, in aqua et extra, in bosco et extra et
in plano, ita bene et plene, libere et
honorifice sicut unquam melius tenuerunt
tempore regis Eadwardi et Willelmi patris
mei et fratris mei et meo postea.

Henricus rex Anglor(um) Anselmo
archiepiscopo Cant(uariensi) Rogero
episcopo Sar’ et Roberto filio Hamonis et
Hugoni de Bochel(anda) uic(ecomitibus)
et omnibus baronibus ac ministris suis de
London’ et de Chent salutem.
Precipio quod abbas et monachi de sancto
Petro de Gant teneant manerium suum de
Lieuesham et de Groneuic

cum omnibus appenditiis suis sicut carte
regis Eadwardi et Willelmi patris mei
testantur, et cum terra infra Lundono de
Wermanacra que pertinet ad eundem
Gronewic, cum saca et socna bilanda et
bistranda toll et team et infangenetheof,
flemene fyrmðe et mischenninge et cum
omnibus aliis consuetudinibus, legibus et
libertatibus suis et weruagio suo et
quietationibus de placitis et querelis et
sciris et hundredis in burgo et extra in
aqua et extra in boscho et plano ita bene et
plenarie libere et honorifice sicut melius
tenuerunt tempore regis Eadwardi et
Willelmi patris mei et fratris mei et meo
postea.
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Et precipio quod habeant decursus
aquarum suarum ad conducendum ubi
uoluerint et piscarias suas et stagnum et
paludes et uolatilia sua infra ambitum
uille.
Et de molendinis suis que sunt super terras
suas et de theloneis suis et de mensuris
annone sue et ceruisiarum suarum de
omnibus ministris meis firmam pacem
habeant, ita quod nulli respondeant nisi
abbati et monachis.
Et habeant in eadem uilla hundredam
suam liberam et quietam, et omnes qui ibi
aduenerint faciant abbati et monachis
easdem consuetudines omnes quas facere
solebant tempore regis Eadwardi et
tempore predecessorum meorum.
Et precipio quod habeant warennam suam
in eadem uilla liberam et quietam et ita
quod nullus in ea leporem uel aliam
bestiam fuget, nisi per abbatem et
monachos.
Et prohibeo ne super hoc de hac
elemosina mea aliquis eis iniuriam uel
contumeliam siue torturam amodo faciat
super forisfacturam X librarum. Testibus
Roberto comite de Mell(ent) et Willelmo
comite de Warenn et Willelmo de
Albin(ni) et Roberto filio Suein de Essexa
et Symone de Molendin(o). Apud
Westm(onasterium).

Et precipio quod habeant forum suum in
uilla de Gronewic libere et quiete, et
negotiatores eiusdem uille in eundo et
redeundo ad Lundon’ meam pacem
habeant.
Et sic precipio quod de molendinis suis
que sunt super terras suas et de theloneis
suis et mensuris <annone sue et>
ceruisiarum suarum de omnibus ministris
meis firmam pacem habeant ita quod nulli
respondeant nisi abbati et monachis.

Et prohibeo ne super hoc de elemosina
mea aliqua iniuria uel contumelia eis
amodo fiat super forisfacturam meam.
Testibus Roberto comite de Mell’ et
Eustachio comite et Willelmo comite de
War(enn) et Dauid comite et Willelmo de
Albin(ni). Apud Westmonasterium.


