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WALLINGFORD PRIORY

Benedictine priory of the Holy Trinity;
dependency of St Albans abbey

County of Berkshire : Diocese of Salisbury
Founded 1086 × 1093

A single original writ for the monks of Wallingford has survived from
the Anglo-Norman period. Its archival descent among other original
documents from the priory is evidence that it had been preserved at
Wallingford and not at St Albans, the mother house of the priory. It
refers to the land of Henry the larderer, which the monks held in the
reign of William Rufus and ‘on the day when Geoffrey the chamberlain
was disseised of that land’. In 1212 the prior of Wallingford provided an
elaborate list of tenements in Wallingford, which was sent as part of the
borough’s return to the king’s inquest into fees in that year, and in it we
read that Geoffrey the chamberlain, ‘qui ecclesiam illam fundauit’,
bought a plot outside the gate of the prior’s court, which he gave to the
church, though it was not known from whom he bought it (Fees, 111).
Three other plots are referred to, which Geoffrey bought and gave (ib.),
and some way further down the return mention is made of land ‘in
Hundestret’ and a sixth plot of land given by Geoffrey, of whom it is
again said, ‘qui ecclesiam fundauit’ (ib. 113). The same return also refers
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to a messuage that a son of Godwin Polsore gave to the priory in the time
of William Rufus.

The domestic Gesta abbatum of St Albans recorded that the
chuch of Holy Trinity at Wallingford and half of St Mary’s church along
with a half-hide outside the borough were given to the abbey of St
Albans in the time of Abbot Paul (1077–1093), who sent monks and
began to build the priory in accordance with Archbishop Lanfranc’s
advice (Gesta abbatum, i. 56). The donor is not named here. The same
source refers to the manor of Hendred, given to Abbot Paul by Nigel
d’Aubigny before 1086 (DB, i. 59d; § 12). This Nigel was a prominent
tenant in chief in Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire; in 1097 his brother
Richard d’Aubigny, monk of Lessay, became abbot of St Albans, and he
assigned this manor to the monks of Wallingford (Gesta abbatum, i. 55).
A forged deed in Nigel’s name, drafted at Wallingford priory in the
thirteenth century, was attested by King William and Lanfranc
(Monasticon, iii. 279–80, no. iii; Salter, Oxford Charters, no. 41;
W1/250). The abbot also held one haga and one house in the borough of
Wallingford, though the latter was also claimed by some other, unnamed,
party in 1086 (DB, i. 56c; Berks §§ B6, B9). In Abbot Richard’s time the
abbey acquired further tenements in Wallingford worth 30s per year
(Gesta Abbatum, i. 67).

There is no certain connexion between these data. Nothing in
Domesday Book refers to the priory, and the invocation of Lanfranc’s
name in the Gesta is not necessarily reliable as evidence that Geoffrey
the chamberlain had given the church of Holy Trinity to the abbey before
Lanfranc’s death in 1089. That a priory existed at Wallingford in
William Rufus’s reign and that it received monks from St Albans before
the death of Abbot Paul are the most that can be derived from the
available evidence. Although not named in the Gesta, Geoffrey was
recognized as founder both at Wallingford and at St Albans.1

Geoffrey the chamberlain has been identified with ‘Goisfridus
camerarius’ who held one hide of land of the king at Hatch (Hants), near

1 Liber benefactorum S. Albani, BL MS Cotton Nero D. vii (s. xiv2), fol. 91v, ‘Galfridus
camerarius uir illustris deoque deuotus dedit cellam de Walyngforde sancto Albano’
(Monasticon, ii. 223a). The brief notice of the priory in Monasticon, iii. 278, rightly
rejects the antiquarian tradition that the founder was Robert d’Oilly, castellan of
Oxford. Its suggestion that Matthew Paris as well as the benefactors’ book ‘speak of
Geoffrey the chamberlain as the person who gave the cell, that is the church of the Holy
Trinity of Wallingford, to St Albans’ is not supported by the references cited. This is
the authority behind J. C. Cox in VCH Berks, ii. 77 n. 279, who adds speculation to
unverified sources. Matthew does not name Geoffrey in Gesta abbatum or elsewhere.
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Basingstoke, ‘pro seruitio quod fecit Mathildi eius filiae’ (DB, i. 49b;
Hants § 67; K. S. B. Keats-Rohan, ‘The devolution of the honour of
Wallingford’, Oxoniensia 54 (1989), 311–18, at p. 312). In the list of
tenants in Hampshire, he is called ‘camerarius filiae regis’ (DB, i. 37d),
and he also held a site in Winchester that was attached to the king’s
Hampshire manor of Basingstoke (DB, i. 39b; § 1. 42). He does not
appear elsewhere in Domesday Book, and King William’s daughter
Matilda is only known from this reference. Name and date make this
identification plausible, but it is unproven. It is impossible to establish
his identity with Geoffrey the chamberlain who had several tenements in
Winchester c. 1110 (Winton Domesday, 64, 66, §§ 246, 270, 272), or
with Geoffrey the chamberlain, who attested an act of Henry I’s wife,
Queen Matilda (0000, Regesta 906 for her foundation of Holy Trinity,
London, datable to 1108 × 1109).

The writ printed below is concerned with the payment of tithe
from Moulsford (Berks) and the land of Henry the larderer, but the
surviving Wallingford documents shed very little light on the monks’
claims to these tithes. The only act that bears upon the tithes of
Moulsford is one in the name of Bishop Jocelin de Bohun of Salisbury,
1167 × 1184 (Bodl. MS Ch. Berks a. 1, no. 3; Kemp, EEA 18 Salisbury
1078–1217, 114–15, no. 147; facsimile in Turner & Coxe, Calendar of
Charters and Rolls, but authenticity queried by Kemp), which confirms
to the monks of St Albans all their possessions in the chuch of the Holy
Trinity, Wallingford, in particular those in his diocese, among which the
tithes of Moulsford are named.

No cartulary of this priory is known to have existed. Knowledge
of its possessions depends upon the survival of a large quantity of
original deeds. When the priory was dissolved by Cardinal Thomas
Wolsey in 1525, its lands and muniments passed to Cardinal College,
Oxford. When this in turn fell to the Crown, the lands and muniments
were largely passed to the successor foundation of Christ Church. A
miscellaneous collection of deeds was saved from neglect there by
Anthony Wood in 1667, of which 162 documents from Wallingford are
now preserved in the Bodleian Library.2 Some of the lands and deeds,
however, were granted to private persons by the Crown before the
establishment of Christ Church. A large group of documents concerning

2 Dugdale, iii, pt 1, 11, printed three documents while they were in Wood’s hands, a
late-12th-cent. deed of Alan fitz Ansfrid, the false act in the name of Bishop Jocelin,
and an episcopal confirmation by Bishop Robert Bingham, 12 April 1243 (Monasticon,
iii. 280, nos. iii, iv, v).
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the manor of West Hendred ultimately came to Corpus Christi College,
Oxford, when that college acquired the manor. J. G. Milne, ‘Muniments
of Holy Trinity Priory, Wallingford’, Oxoniensia 5 (1940), 50–77, gives
an account of the later history of the archive and prints those deeds now
at Corpus, among them another act of Bishop Jocelin de Bohun (Kemp,
EEA 18 Salisbury 1078–1217, 115–16, no. 148). Those now in the
Bodleian are calendared in Turner & Coxe, Calendar of Charters and
Rolls, 4–22. The greater part of the documents are from the later middle
ages. Among the Bodleian collection, there are some deeds from the end
of the twelfth century, but the only clearly Anglo-Norman items are this
writ and the later forged deed in the name of Nigel d’Aubigny.

00 Lost writ ordering that the monks shall have their tithes
of Moulsford (Berks). August 1100 × April 1116

00 Writ ordering that the monks shall have their tithes of
Moulsford (Berks) and of the land of Henry the larderer
as they had them in the time of William II and when
Geoffrey the chamberlain was disseised. 1107 × April
1116

ORIGINAL: Bodl. MS Berks Ch. 1 (Bishop 578), mounted as Bodl. MS Ch. Berks a. 1,
no. 1, 186 × 46 mm; in the hand of a Chancery draftsman, not identified by Bishop.
Sealing-tongue and wrapping-tie missing; minor damage to text.
PRINTED: W. H. Turner & H. O. Coxe, Calendar of Charters and Rolls preserved in the
Bodleian Library (Oxford, 1878), p. vii.
CALENDAR: Farrer 264; Regesta 1122.

H(enricus) rex Angl(orum) Hug(oni) de Bochelanda salutem.
Precipio tibi ut facias habere iuste monachis ęcclesie sancti 
Trinitatis de Werengefort decimam eorum de Multforda et de
terra Henrici lardararii ita bene et honore (sic) sicut umquam
melius habuerunt et tenuerunt tempore regis Will(elm)i fratris
mei et sicut in die qua Goiffr(idus) camerarius dissaisitus fuit
de terra illa. Et sicut [[ego]]a precepi per aliud breue meum ita
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ne inde quicquam perdant pro penuria recti nec amplius \inde/
cl[[amorem]] audiam. T(este) Rann(ulfo) cancell(ario). Apud
Norha(m)tona(m).

a ego supplied; cf. 000, Regesta 1462 for Thorney

Henry king of the English to Hugh of Buckland greeting. I command you to cause the
monks of the church of the Holy Trinity of Wallingford justly to have their tithe from
Moulsford and from the land of Henry the larderer, as well and honourably as they
ever well had and held in the time of King William my brother, and just as on the day
when Geoffrey the chamberlain was disseised of that land. And just as I commanded by
my other writ, so that they lose nothing thereof for want of justice, and so that I hear no
more complaint in this matter. Witness Ranulf the chancellor. At Northampton.

DATE: After Ranulf first came to England as chancellor, March or April 1107; before he
could last have been with the king in England before the death of Hugh of Buckland
(000, Regesta 1180 for Westminster).
ADDRESS: The sheriff of Berkshire.
WITNESS: Ranulf as chancellor.
PLACE: Northampton.
CONTEXT: Clearly a response to some withdrawal or diminution of tithes paid to the
monks of Wallingford. The circumstances are not known. Their tithe was due from
Moulsford and from the land of Henry the larderer, but it is not apparent how closely
these are connected—close enough, at any rate, to be addressed by the same writs.
Moulsford, five miles south of Wallingford on the same bank of the Thames, does not
appear in Domesday Book, but it was almost certainly part of the large demesne manor
of Cholsey (DB, i. 56d–57a; Berks § 1. 7; VCH Berks, iii. 504–5). The church of
Cholsey already belonged in 1086 to the monks of Mont-Saint-Michel. At some point
Henry I gave Moulsford to Gerald fitz Walter, whose descendant William of Carew
held it in 1212 (RChart, 186b). Henry the larderer is otherwise known only from a
Winchester charter, where it would seem that the monks of the cathedral priory
anticipated that he would object to a legacy left to them by his father, Hugh the larderer
(000, Regesta 803 for Winchester, datable 1102 × 1106). The land he held had
previously been held by Geoffrey the chamberlain, who had presumably also held
Moulsford, but the circumstances of Geoffrey’s disseisin are obscure. In both cases the
tithe may have been given by Geoffrey to the monks, and the purpose of this writ and
the lost writ referred to was to secure the continued payment of the tithe by Geoffrey’s
successor in the land. One may wonder whether Geoffrey had held the land in question
as a minor royal official; Henry the larderer may have been another minor royal
official, to whom it was transferred.


