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HATFIELD PEVEREL PRIORY

Benedictine priory of St Mary;
dependency of St Albans abbey

County of Essex : Diocese of London
Founded 1108 × 1116

William Peverel founded the priory of Hatfield Peverel in 1108 × 1116.
Contemporary sources often call him ‘of London’ to differentiate him
from other men called William Peverel, prominent in the same period.
His apparently authentic deed establishing the priory is addressed to
Bishop R(ichard) of London ‘and all his archdeacons and canons,
especially W. the dean’. The bishop addressed was Richard de Belmeis,
1108–1127; W. the dean, either Wulman or William, does not allow any
narrowing of the date range, but the notice of the king’s confirmation,
printed below, shows that the deed cannot be later than April 1116. It
was printed in the first edition of the Monasticon, ‘ex registro abbatiae S.
Albani in Bibl. Cottoniana, fol. 127’ (Dugdale, i. 330b, repr. Monasticon,
iii. 295, no. i), i.e. BL MS Cotton Tiberius E. VI (s. xiv), pt 1, which
contains one leaf devoted to the dependency at Hatfield, now fol. 138,
beginning with William’s deed.1

1 For this cartulary, severely damaged in the Cotton fire of 1731, and its derivatives, see
the Tynemouth headnote. Dodsworth’s copy of the deed is at Bodl. MS Dodsworth 78,
fol. 76r.
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The deed contains several interesting details. ‘To set up dwellings
for monks whom I am establishing there’ (‘ad componenda habitacula
monachorum quos ibidem constituo’), William gave his own dwelling
and all his houses to the church of St Mary of Hatfield, together with
everything belonging to the church that his predecessors and his
unnamed father had given before, which endowment had previously been
held by Drogo the chaplain and Ralph. William augmented the gift with
land close to the church and other property further afield, including three
churches: Cressage (Chrislesaie, l. Christesaie) in Shropshire, held by
Ranulf Peverel under Earl Roger in 1086 (DB, i. 256d; § 4. 10. 1); Acton
(Achaton) and Assington (Asetona) in Suffolk, held in chief by Ranulf
Peverel in 1086 (DB, ii. 416a–b; Suff §§ 34. 2–3). He also gave an
annual payment of two marks to the church of St Albans, payable on the
saint’s day, ‘pro recognitione de meo proprio’. The implication seems to
be that William was indebted to the abbey for its assistance in setting up
the priory, and that the annual payment would provide for some
continued interest and oversight, but the deed does not explicitly place
the priory in the abbey’s stewardship. All this William did for the souls
of King William, King Henry, and those of his own mother and father
and his predecessors.

Although the subjugation of the priory to St Albans was not
explicit, it was not in doubt. The St Albans Liber de benefactoribus, ed.
Riley, 443, tells us that ‘Willelmus Pyperellus contulit huic monasterio
possessionem celle de Hatfelde’. According to the Gesta abbatum, i. 67,
the church of Hatfield and the church of Millbrook (Beds) were given to
St Albans abbey as cells in the time of Abbot Richard (1097–1119). The
donors are not named (‘Concessa est insuper ecclesia de Hattefeld cum
ecclesia de Melebroc huic ecclesie in cellam cum omnibus ad eam
pertinentibus’). Several details of the subsequent history of the priory are
given at VCH Essex, ii. 105–7. At the Dissolution the priory was still
paying the abbot of St Albans two marks annually, one ‘pro subiectione’,
another ‘pro annual(i) cens(u)’, with a further 6s 1½d ‘pro
contributione’. The priory still held Acton and Assington churches, as
well as the church of Little Waltham, but there is no mention of
Cressage. The site of the priory, with its estates, was sold to Giles Leigh
in February 1538 (Monasticon, iii. 297). A mansion was soon built on
the site of the priory buildings immediately to the south of the church,
which ‘effectively erased the remains of the priory’. The Tudor house
was demolished in the 1760s and replaced by the existing mansion,
known as the Priory, further to the south (D. Andrews, ‘Hatfield
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Peverel’, Essex Archaeology and History 3rd ser. 21 (1990), 132; R.
Havis, ‘St Andrew’s church, Hatfield Peverel’, Essex Archaeology and
History 3rd ser. 26 (1995), 277–9). The priory church survives as the
parish church, now dedicated to St Andrew. Although substantially
renovated and rebuilt in the nineteenth century, it retains much medieval
work, including in particular the west arch of the central tower, ‘plain
and clearly of the early twelfth century’, and in the west wall ‘a doorway
with one order of columns with scalloped capitals and zigzag in the arch
voussoirs’ (Pevsner, Essex (21965), 236). These features probably date
from the time of the priory’s foundation.

The notitiae of lost acts of Henry I printed below come from a late-
sixteenth-century compilation of miscellaneous historical, genealogical,
heraldic, and topographical material, in several hands. This manuscript,
on paper, BL MS Cotton Tiberius E. IX, was damaged in the fire of 1731,
resulting in much loss of text. Part of a list of contents by William
Dugdale survives at the front of the volume. The compilation includes
several pages of abstracts from deeds and charters for Hatfield Peverel,
perhaps from a lost cartulary (fols. 42–8). These follow abstracts from
the lost cartularies of Earls Colne priory, in the same hand. There are
also extracts from one of Ralph de Diceto’s histories in the hand of
Robert Glover (fols. 73–80). The Hatfield abstracts are the source of the
only act of Stephen for the priory (Ste/375), which concerns the tithes of
Maldon (Essex). No acts of Henry II or Richard I for Hatfield have been
preserved.

The founder, William Peverel, was the son and sole heir of Ranulf
Peverel, a tenant-in-chief in 1086 in Essex (§ 34, 37 manors), Norfolk (§
32, 7 manors), Suffolk (§ 34, 18 manors), and Oxfordshire (§ 31, 1
manor). Ranulf also held a plot of land in Wallingford (Berks, § B. 3)
and several undertenancies, including four manors in Shropshire under
Earl Roger (§ 4. 10), and a hide of land in Hampstead (Middx) under the
abbot of Westminster (§ 4. 3).2 There were also significant holdings in

2 Dugdale places the Domesday tenant, Ranulf Peverel, at the head of his account of the
Nottinghamshire family, and describes him as the ‘reputed progenitor of the several
families of that name, for having married [blank] the daughter of Ingelric (founder of
the collegiate church of St Martins le Grand in the city of London), who had been a
concubine to William duke of Normandy; not only those children, which he had by her,
but that very William begotten on her by the same duke, before his conquest of the
realm, had the name of Peverell’ (Dugdale, Baronage, i. 348). Dugdale’s source for all
this is ‘coll(ectanea) R(oberti) Gl(ouer) S(omerset’)’, but the entry is not indentifiable
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London, but as Domesday Book contains no entry for the city they
cannot be enumerated. Hatfield, soon distinguished as Hatfield Peverel,
worth £16 before 1066 and £20 in 1086, was third in value after Debden
and West Ham among Ranulf’s Essex manors (DB, ii. 72a–73b; §§ 34. 4,
8, 18). Ranulf Peverel witnessed a charter of William I for St Paul’s
cathedral in or before 1078 (W1/185; Gibbs, Early Charters of St Paul’s,
13–14, no. 9); and the diploma of William II dated 27 January 1091
giving Bath abbey to Bishop John (W2/000, Regesta 314–15). The gift to
Gloucester abbey of St Martin’s church ‘super Thamisiam’, i.e. St
Martin Vintry in the city of London (Hart, Ctl. Gloucester, iii. 32, 266),
by ‘Raph Peverel and William his <son>’, was confirmed by Henry I in
1100 × 1107 (000, not in Regesta) and, as the gift of Ranulf Peverel
alone, by spurious general confirmations in the names of William II
(W2/000, Regesta 379a) and Stephen (Ste/345), and by others in the
names of Henry II and Archbishop Theobald, accepted as authentic by

in Nigel Ramsay’s catalogue of Glover’s works. A similar account was given by
William Camden, first appearing in the 1600 edition of Britannia (pp. 388–9), where it
is said that the unnamed daughter was entombed ‘in the window of the church’. The
1607 edition adds the information that she founded a collegiate church at Hatfield ‘nunc
quasi dirutum’, doubtless a reference to the priory. Weever, Funerall Monuments
(1631), 639–40, further embellishes Camden’s story, and says ‘her image or portraiture
cut in stone is to be seen at this present day in the church window’. The assignment of
the name Ingelrica to the ‘Saxon heiress’ results from an error made by Thomas Hearne
in his 1715 edition of Leland’s Collectanea, i. 55. Hearne’s editorial interjection, in
square brackets, reads ‘Camd. 445. Ingelrica uxor Rad. Peverell prima fundatrix temp.
Conqu.’ The volume referred to, Camden, Britannia (1637 ed.), 445, however, follows
previous editions in leaving the lady without name. Tanner, Notitia Monastica (1744),
121, and other works, including the new edition of the Monasticon, iii. 295a, cite
Collectanea for the name Ingelrica. Freeman, Norman Conquest, iii. 662; ibid. iv. 200,
and Eyton, Staffordshire, ii. 104–5, reject the story on the grounds of lack of evidence,
incompatibility with what is known of the character of William I, and chronological
difficulties concerning the date of birth of William Peverel of Nottingham. Nevertheless
visitors to the church are informed that a ‘13th century effigy, reputed to be that of
Ingelrica, lies on the window sill of the north wall, next to the organ’. Gough,
Sepulchral Monuments, i. 16 pl. ii, has an engraving of the effigy supposed to portray
Ingelrica; Bodl. MS Gough Maps 7, fol. 31v, has a coloured copy of the engraving,
together with a rough engraving of the church dated 1763. The effigy, however, is that
of a man in civilian clothes, as is apparent from the absence of headwear and shorter
tunic, which reaches just below the knee. This was recognised by Pevser, Essex
(21965), 236, which notes ‘on the sill of a north window, effigy of a man in civilian
clothes holding his heart in his hands, c. 1300, badly preserved’. For Ingelric or
Engelric, a substantial tenant in Essex before the Conquest, see P. Taylor, ‘Ingelric,
Count Eustace and the foundation of St Martin-le-Grand’, ANS 24 (2002), 215–38, at
pp. 223–4.
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Vincent and Saltman respectively (H2/1173; Saltman, Theobald, 334, no.
110). After 1086 Ranulf gave the small manor of Abberton (DB, ii. 73b;
§ 34. 16) to St Paul’s ‘in obitu suo’ and was buried in the cathedral
(Johnson, EEA 15 London 1076–1187, 13, 41–2, nos. 18, 54; Gibbs,
Early Charters of St Paul’s, 44, 173–4, nos. 61, 219). Gibbs says,
without reference, that Ranulf died c. 1090, while Maurice was bishop of
London (ib. 44n); but he appears alongside Waldric the chancellor
(1102–1106) in a ‘composite’ charter that perhaps draws on an authentic
witness list (000, Regesta 687 for Saint-Florent de Saumur). His wife,
‘Athelida uxor Ranulphi de Peuerel’, who survived him, is named in the
St Albans confraternity list (BL MS Cotton Nero D. vii, fol. 119vb).

William had succeeded by August 1104 × August 1105, when as
William Peverel of London he attested alongside William Peverel of
Dover (000, Regesta 684 for Ely). ‘William Peverel of London’ is
included in the lengthy list of signa to the fabricated confirmation for
Binham priory, of apparent date 1107 (000, Regesta 828). William was a
benefactor of Colchester abbey, to which he gave ‘consilio dei et matris
mee A. necnon et hominum meorum unam hidam terre iuxta Picheseie
pro anima patris mei’, by a deed witnessed by ‘Serlone qui istam terram
tenuit, Roberto fratre eius de Muntalurone’ and others (Ctl. Colchester, i.
142). Picheseie is Pitsea (Essex), where the abbey had extensive interests
until the Dissolution. King Henry’s confirmation of 1107 × 1116 of a gift
of unspecified land made by ‘William Peverel of London’ doubtless
refers to the same gift (000, Regesta 1114). The inflated or spurious
general confirmation in Henry’s name tells us that ‘Willelmus Peuerel
dedit unam hidam terre quam habebat in Picheseya’ (000, Regesta 1204).
Other documents refer to William’s gift of land ‘in the parish of Pitsea’
(Ctl. Colchester, 44). The land given by William was either in Vange or
Bowers (Gifford), both adjacent to Pitsea, in each of which Serlo held a
one-hide manor of Ranulf Peverel in 1086 (DB, ii. 71b; §§ 34. 1–2).
Ranulf held nothing in Pitsea itself. Ralph fitz Brian named William
Peverel le meschin (i.e. ‘the younger’) as his lord in the foundation deed
of Bricett priory in Suffolk (Monasticon, vi. 174, no. i). The deed is
addressed to Herbert bishop of Norwich, so datable before 22 July 1119.
Ralph had been Ranulf Peverel’s tenant in Bricett in 1086 (DB, ii. 417a;
§ 34. 8). William Peverel was either dead or forfeit by 1129–30, when
William de Tresgoz rendered account for £226 5s 0d ‘de firma terre
Willelmi Peur’ Lond’’ (PR 31 Henry I, 135).3 In the same year the

3 Neither William’s sister Matilda nor her heirs inherited his fee, but this is not
necessarily an indication of forfeiture at this date.
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sheriff of Essex was allowed 63s 6d ‘in dominio terre Willelmi Peur’
Lond’’; 13s 6d was similarly allowed in the Suffolk account (ibid. 60,
99). A series of charters for the collegiate church of St Martin-le-Grand
in London shows that King Henry gave marshland at Maldon (Essex) ‘de
feodo Peuerelli’ to Ranulf de Vengeons (Ste/547) and that the fee of
‘William Peverel of London’ was in the hands of Walter fitz Gilbert,
apparently by 1147 (Ste/536, 545, M3/548).4 Sanders, English Baronies,
120, gives several references from the later twelfth century which show
that the honour of Peverel remained under royal control. William Peverel
is consistently said to be ‘of London’ if he is given a territorial
designation during the twelfth century. However, according to an
inquisition of 1212, William Peverel ‘of Essex’ and Matilda his sister
had, during the reign of Henry I, enfeoffed the ancestors of Hugh Peverel
of Sampford with a knight’s fee in Sampford (Peverell), Aller (Bole) and
Kerswell (all Devon). After the barony of William and Matilda fell into
the king’s hands (cecedit in manum domini regis) the fee was held by
Hugh’s ancestors of the king in chief by the same service (Fees, 96).5

1 Lost act concerning lands and churches, including
Cressage church (Salop). May 1108 × April 1116

4 It is likely that Ranulf de Vengeons was a relative or close associate of William
Peverel, whose family may have come from Vengeons. Robert fitz Martin and his wife
Matilda Peverel gave to Savigny Abbey the land of William Peverel in Vengeons, then
in the fee of Stephen count of Mortain, with the consent of Earl Richard of Chester, of
whom Robert and his wife had held it (000 and note, Regesta 1973). The date must be
between c. 1113, when Stephen gained the county of Mortain, and November 1120,
when Earl Richard, Stephen’s brother-in-law, drowned in the White Ship. There is an
abstract of Walter fitz Gilbert’s deed confirming the churches of Acton and Assington
to the priory at BL MS Cotton Tiberius E. ix, fol. 47v.
5 Matilda was the wife of Robert fitz Martin (000 for Plympton, Regesta 1958). She had
been given Ermington (Devon) by Richard de Redvers before his death in 1107. Her
heir was her nephew Hugh Peverel (Bearman, Redvers Charters, 157, 161–2, Appendix
I, nos. 3, 12). Bearman notes a gift she made for the priory of St Nicholas in Exeter ‘pro
anima patris mei Ranulfi Peuerel’ (R. Bearman, ‘Baldwin de Redvers: some aspects of
a baronial career in the reign of King Stephen’, ANS 18 (1995), 19–46, at p. 32 n. 78),
citing the priory’s cartulary, BL MS Cotton Vitellius D. ix, fol. 40; a note of the deed
appears in [T. Phillipps], ‘List of charters in the cartulary of St Nicholas, at Exeter’,
Collectanea Topographica 1 (London 1834), 60–65, 184–9, 250–54, 374–88, at p. 64,
no. 53.
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2 Lost act confirming William Peverel’s foundation deed.
May 1108 × April 1116

3 ? Third lost act. May 1108 × April 1116

SOURCE: BL MS Tiberius E. IX (s. xvi), fols. 43r, 46r [B].
PRINTED: Regesta, ii. 334 (no. cvi).
CALENDAR: Regesta 1149.

Rex Henricus petitione Willelmi Peuerill conf[[irmauit * * * ]] de terris,
ecclesiis, et de ecclesia de Cisterseya. Test[[ibus E(udone) dap(ifero)]]
W(illelmo) de Albini. Apud Westm’.

Aliam cartam eiusdem regis. Testificant [[ * * * ]] E(udo) dap(ifer),
W(illelmus) de Albini.

[ . . . ]

Dominus Willelmus Peuerellus confirmauit donum primum factum per
patrem [[et]] antecessores suos. Hec fecit pro salute \Willelmi regis/
Henrici regis et animabus patris matris sui et antecessorum &c. Quam
cartam de donationibus tam terrarum quam ecclesiarum rex Henricus
predictus confirmauit. Test(ibus) E(udone) dapifero et Willelmo de
Albineto.

a Costersey Regesta, in error

King Henry at the request of William Peverel conf[[irmed * * * ]] concerning lands,
churches, and the church of Cressage. Witness [[ * * * ]], William d’Aubigny. At
Westminster.

Another charter of the same king. [[ * * * ]] Eudo dapifer, William d’Aubigny witness.

[. . .]

Lord William Peverel confirmed the gift first made by his father [[and]] his ancestors.
He did this for the salvation of \King William/ King Henry and the souls of his father
and mother and ancestors, &c. Which charter of gifts, both lands and churches, the
foresaid King Henry confirmed. Witness Eudo dapifer and William d’Aubigny.

DATE: After the nomination of Richard de Belmeis as bishop of London, to whom the
founder’s deed is addressed, 24 May 1108; before the king left England for the last time
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while Eudo dapifer was alive, April 1116. In view of the repeated witness of Eudo and
William d’Aubigny it is likely that the acts were made on the same occasion.
ADDRESS: Omitted.
WITNESS: Eudo dapifer, William d’Aubigny. It is probable that it is Eudo’s name that
has been lost from the first notice.
PLACE: Westminster.
CONTEXT: Whether there were three separate acts, or just two, as suggested by the
editors of Regesta, cannot be said with certainty. Cistersey is presumably the church
included in the foundation deed, where it is called Chrislesaie, and mentioned, as
Cristesache, in Pope Alexander’ III’s confirmation of 1163 (Holtzmann, iii. 289, no.
147), identified above as Cressage, where Ranulf Peverel was holding of Earl Roger in
1086. In later years the church was a chapelry of the parish of Cound (Eyton,
Shropshire, vi. 317). No other references to the priory’s interest in Cressage church
have been identified, so it is likely that it was soon extinguished. Nothing remains of
the medieval church, which was rebuilt in 1841 (Pevsner, Shropshire (22006), 238–9).
The third abstract undoubtedly refers to William Peverel’s foundation deed, and so
shows that Henry confirmed it in or before 1116.


