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BEAUMONT-LE-ROGER COLLEGE

Collegiate church of Sainte-Trinité

Département of Eure : Diocese of Évreux
Founded temp. William I

Most of what is known of the early history of Sainte-Trinité depends on
the first item in the priory’s cartulary, a long narrative in the form of a
pancarte referring to various charters and deeds, which is described in
detail below. From this source we learn that the collegiate church was
founded in the reign of William I by Roger de Beaumont (d. 1094) and
dedicated most probably between 1079 and 1087. Gifts made by two
men entering Sainte-Trinité as canons in the time of Roger’s son Robert
(d. 1118), count of Meulan and earl of Leicester, were to take effect only
on their deaths, which suggests that there were at that time no prebends
to support them. Robert’s son Count Waleran instituted common board
‘according to the custom of the holy mother church of Évreux’, giving a
nearby church to fund the canons’ table. Others made gifts to supplement
the fund. In 1142 Waleran made Sainte-Trinité a dependency of the
Benedictine abbey of Bec (Ctl. Beaumont-le-Roger, 42–5, nos. xlvii,
xlix). Waleran’s motives are explained in the preamble to the pancarte in
his name, the second item in the priory’s cartulary: ‘in all good will and
to improve the standing of the church of Sainte-Trinité of Beaumont,
aiming for the future increase of religious feeling among the souls of the
same church’ (Ctl. Beaumont-le-Roger, 10, no. iv; Crouch, Beaumont
Twins, 200–201). As David Crouch has shown, this was part of a broader
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Beaumont policy which also saw the colleges at Meulan, Leicester, and
Wareham incorporated into monastic foundations.

The canons held property in Normandy and to a much lesser
extent in England. Their possessions were concentrated in the area
around Beaumont-le-Roger, with outlying property at Normanville and
Caër near Évreux, the church and land at Bourneville near Quillebeuf-
sur-Seine, and houses in Rouen. The bulk of the endowment was given
by Roger de Beaumont, but his son Count Robert, his grandson Count
Waleran, and a number of the family’s leading vassals also made
significant gifts. The English property consisted of the manor of
Eddington (Berks), Blandford church (Dorset), the tithes of Claybrook
(Leics), two rents totalling 23s 4d, and a further rent of £10 in Veia
(unidentified).1

There is nothing in the cartulary touching on the link between
Sainte-Trinité and the church of St Frideswide’s in Oxford. In May 1147
an agreement was reached between the monks of Bec and the canons of
St Frideswide, by which the latter renounced all claim and right to
Sainte-Trinité in return for the manor of Eddington, which Earl Robert
had given to Sainte-Trinité. The origin of St Frideswide’s claim is not
recorded. Deville speculates that the church of Sainte-Trinité was
initially subject to St Frideswide’s (Ctl. Beaumont-le-Roger, p. ix;
Oxford St Frideswide’s headnote), but this seems improbable, as there is
no visible connection between Roger de Beaumont and Oxford at the
time of the Domesday survey. Nothing is known of St Frideswide’s in
the late eleventh century, and it remains obscure in the early years of the
twelfth. It appears to have been refounded as an Augustinian priory by
canons from Holy Trinity, Aldgate, in the second decade of the twelfth
century. A writ of Henry I mentions the gift by ‘Robert earl of Leicester’
of houses, lands and men, apparently in Oxford, to St Frideswide’s; these
properties may be those said in 1086 to have previously held by Count
Aubrey ‘quas tenuit Albericus comes’ (000 for St Frideswide’s, not in

1 For Eddington and Blandford, see 000 below. The pancarte tells us that ‘Radulfus
Pincerna dedit et concessit ecclesie sancte Trinitatis j marcam argenti in Anglia de
redditibus suis . . . . Gaufridus etiam de Turuilla dedit supradicte ecclesie in Anglia per
annum x solidos’. The places from which the rents were to be taken are not specified,
and the rents were to be extinguished when the equivalent ‘siue in terra siue in ecclesia’
could be given. Robert son of Erchembold, described as father-in-law to Ralph
Pincerna, gave two parts of the tithes of Claybrook for the 10s he had promised Sainte-
Trinité (Ctl. Beaumont, 8, no. iii). In the Domesday survey Claybrook was listed under
the heading ‘Terra hominum comitis de Mellent’. It was a manor of eight carucates in
1086, held by one Fulk (DB, i. 237b; Leics § 44. 7).
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Regesta; DB, i. 154a; § B 6). The obscure connection between the two
institutions perhaps indicates that ‘Earl Robert’ was a more important
figure in the refoundation of St Frideswide’s than is apparent from the
priory’s muniments, and that he had at one time intended Sainte-Trinité
to become its daughter house.

The names of two, perhaps three, deans of the collegiate church
are known. Dean Wazo came to a settlement over the college’s lands at
Salerne (Eure, near Beaumont-le-Roger) with the abbey of Saint-Pierre
des Préaux in 1118 or not long before (Ctl. Préaux, 113–14, no. A120).
The pancarte mentions Philip, dean in the time of Count Waleran and
presumably before 1131 (Ctl. Beaumont-le-Roger, 9, no. iii). Philip was
identified by G. H. White, ‘The career of Waleran, count of Meulan and
earl of Worcester (1104–66)’, TRHS 4th ser. 17 (1934), 19–48, at p. 30,
as Count Waleran’s protegé Philip de Harcourt, archdeacon of Évreux,
dean of Lincoln, later chancellor to King Stephen, and bishop of Bayeux
from 1142 or before until his death in 1163. Philip’s affinity with Bec,
perhaps a factor in the gift of Sainte-Trinité to the abbey in 1142, is
shown by his leaving all his books to that place (Fasti 1066–1300 iii
Lincoln, 8; Spear, Norman Fasti, 33). Crouch, Beaumont Twins, 154,
citing BnF, Collection Vexin, MS xii, fol. 141v, reports that the ‘prebend
of Beaumontel’ was held by Richard de Beaumont until he was
succeeded by Philip de Harcourt, and suggests that Richard may have
been dean before Philip, but there may be some confusion here with
Richard de Beaumontel, named in the pancarte as the tenant of property
in Beaumontel before it was given to Sainte-Trinité (Ctl. Beaumont-le-
Roger, 9, no. iii).

The cartulary (Stein 387), compiled at the end of the fourteenth
and beginning of the fifteenth century, is now Paris, Bibliothèque
Mazarine, MS 3417 (previously MS 1212). It was edited by E. Deville,
Cartulaire de l’Eglise de la Sainte-Trinité de Beaumont-le-Roger (Paris,
1912).2 Stein lists two copies made by antiquaries: Clermont-Ferrand,
Bibliothèque municipale, MS 263, made in the eighteenth century, and
BnF MS nouv. acq. lat. 1256, a copy by M. Claude made in 1874.

The narrative or pancarte mentioned above appears as a single
continuous document at the beginning of the cartulary, but Deville’s
edition divides it into three parts and so disguises its true nature (Ctl.
Beaumont-le-Roger, 3–10, nos. i–iii). It opens with the words ‘In nomine
sancte et indiuidue Trinitatis’, but this is a later addition to the text (p. 3).

2 The different sections of the cartulary, and their approximate dates, are discussed by
Deville, Ctl. Beaumont, pp. ii–iii.
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It continues immediately with a near-complete copy of Roger de
Beaumont’s deed of foundation, and goes on to describe further gifts
made by Roger and others. Two confirmations by King Henry I are
mentioned in passing, one of which is found later in the cartulary. The
narrative concludes with Henry’s confirmation of everything that has
gone before, with a lengthy witness list, dated at Arques in 1131.

Roger de Beaumont’s deed of foundation (pp. 3–6, no. i) is not
easy to interpret. It starts ‘I Roger de Beaumont give back to God . . . and
to the church of Sainte-Trinité . . . part of the goods that divine kindness
had loaned me temporarily . . . for the salvation of the soul of my lord
King William, conqueror of England and duke of Normandy, and also
his wife Queen Matilda, and his sons . . .’. A long list of properties
follows, and the deed concludes:

Has donationes ego Rogerus <confirmaui> cum prefata ecclesia dedicaretur
laudente et concedente domino meo Willelmo Rege, expugnatore Anglie et
Normanorum duce, concedentibus etiam liberis meis Roberto comite
Mellentensi et Henrico comite de Warwic in assensu et presentia Willelmi
uenerabilis Rothomagensis archiepiscopi et Gisleberti Ebroicensis episcopi et
Gisleberti Luxouiensis episcopi, testantibus Roberto Normanorum duce et
Roberto filio Anschetilli et Rogero de Thiboltuilla [. . .] et Martino de Pinn cum
Gisleberto filio suo [. . .]3

These gifts I Roger confirmed when the church was dedicated, my lord King William,
conqueror of England and duke of Normandy, approving and granting, my children
Robert count of Meulan and Henry earl of Warwick also granting, with the agreement
and in the presence of William venerable archbishop of Rouen and Gilbert bishop of
Évreux and Gilbert bishop of Lisieux; Robert duke of Normandy and Robert son of
Anschetil and Robert de Thibouville . . . and Martin du Pin with Gilbert his son . . .
witnessing.

There are conflicting indications of date here, for Robert only became
duke of Normandy after William I’s death in September 1087, and it
seems Henry de Beaumont was not earl of Warwick until the following
year.4 To resolve the difficulties we might assume that the deed was

3 The witness list has been truncated by the cartularist, or by the scribe of the pancarte
‘et preter hos multis aliis quos enarrare longum est’; Haskins, Norman Institutions, 68,
no. 6, refers to a transcript by A. J. Lévrier (BnF, Collection Vexin, iv, 165; ibid. xi,
256) with a more complete list.
4 R. Sharpe, ‘1088 – William II and the rebels’, ANS 26 (2004), 139–57, at p. 147.
According to Complete Peerage, xii, pt 2, 358 and Appendix A, Henry was created earl
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given some time after the dedication, and the names of those present
updated with the titles they acquired later. This would give us a date for
the dedication of 1079 × 1087, i.e. between the nomination of
Archbishop William Bonne-Âme and the death of William I, and a date
between 1088 and Roger de Beaumont’s retirement to Préaux some time
after 1090 for the deed. If we further assume that those ‘witnessing’ were
witnesses to the deed rather than the dedication we can set a terminus ad
quem of 1090, from Orderic’s description of the death of Gilbert du Pin
at the seige of Brionne at Whitsuntide of that year (Orderic, VIII; ed.
Chibnall, iv. 210–11).5 An alternative resolution might see William I’s
approval being given before the dedication, which took place after his
death. If the dedication was contemporary with the deed, a date of 1088
× 1090 would be implied. All this presupposes the authenticity of
Roger’s deed, which may be a later confection.

After copying the deed, the narrative continues ‘Procedente
autem tempore . . .’, noting the gift of four churches by ‘the foresaid
Roger de Beaumont’, with the consent of Bishop Gilbert of Évreux; it
continues ‘et preter hec . . .’ listing further gifts by Roger (pp. 6–7). The
account then relates gifts of property in England, made by Count Robert
of Meulan and his wife Isabel ‘while Henry ruled as king of the English’.
These gifts are said to have been confirmed by charter of King Henry (p.
7; 000 below). A series of gifts by others are then enumerated, made ‘per
idem tempus’, ‘sub eodem tempore’, or ‘circa id tempus’ (p. 8). The
account then moves to the time of Count Waleran: ‘Post mortem Roberti
comitis de Mellent [d. 1118], regnante adhuc Henrico rege Anglorum,
Galeranus, comes de Mellent, pro anima fratris [l. patris] sui bone
memorie comitis Roberti et antecessorum suorum . . .’,6 and relates how
he instituted common table, according to the custom of Évreux, by
giving the church of Saint-Pierre in Beaumontel (adjacent to Beaumont-
le-Roger), with its lands and tithes, and everything that Richard de
Beaumontel held in the vill, so that Philip the dean, who had ‘laboured in
the acquisition of these things for the use of the church of Sainte-Trinité’
would have half the tithes during his lifetime, the other half going to the
common table. Waleran also gave a bushel of wheat at the mill of Étang,

of Warwick in the second half of 1088, but this date relies on a diploma for Lewes
priory of doubtful authenticity (000, Regesta 325).
5 This was the view of Le Prévost, Mémoires, i. 206b, followed by Haskins, Norman
Institutions, 68, no. 6.
6 ‘pro anima patris mei Roberti comitis et mea et antecessorum meorum’ in the version
of the pancarte in Waleran’s name (Ctl. Beaumont, 15, no. iv).
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free from multure (pp. 8–9). ‘Non multo post tempore . . .’, continues the
narrative, giving details of Osbert de Bourneville’s gift to augment the
common table, and its confirmation by Henry I (000). Next comes a brief
note of the gift by Theobald, the count’s marshal, of an annual rent, also
for the common table. The narrative concludes with what purports to be
Henry I’s general confirmation of everything that has gone before, with
many witnesses: ‘Has itaque supradictas omnes donationes ueteres et
modernas factas predicte ecclesie, ego Henricus dei gratia rex Anglorum
et dux Normanorum . . .’ (pp. 9–10, 000 below). It is highly improbable
that this is an authentic pancarte with the king’s witness, but not unlikely
that an authentic act lies behind the witness list.

The next item in the cartulary is Count Waleran’s deed, in the
form of a pancarte, giving the church of Sainte-Trinité to Bec abbey,
made with the consent of Rotrou, bishop of Évreux, in the chapter of Bec
and dated 13 December 1142 (Ctl. Beaumont-le-Roger, 10–17, no. iv).
After a pious preamble Waleran’s deed confirms Sainte-Trinité to Bec
‘cum omnibus rebus eidem pertinentibus, quascumque uel auus meus
Rogerius de Bellomonthe fundator ipsius, uel Robertus comes Mellenti
pater meus siue alii fideles ante presentem diem prefate ecclesie
contulerunt’. The deed goes on to repeat almost the entirity of the
preceding pancarte, with amendments to make it appear that Waleran is
the author: ‘pater meus’, ‘auus meus’, ‘mater mea’ are inserted at
appropriate places. The deed of Roger de Beaumont is described rather
than transcribed, but nevertheless much of it is reported verbatim. The
witnesses are omitted, and a clause is inserted whereby Waleran
confirms all Roger’s gifts to Bec. Another confirmatory clause ‘ego
Gualerannus comes Mellenti iterum concedo’ is inserted before King
Henry’s general confirmation is reported. Then Waleran confirms to Bec
‘sicut rex Anglorum Henricus et dux Normanorum sua auctoritate
supradicte ecclesie concessit et confirmauit . . . omnes supradictas
donationes tam aui mei quam patris et matris et aliorum fidelium et
meas’. Finally, Waleran makes further gifts to Bec, including £10 land in
England ‘in manerio meo quod uocatur Veia’.7

After these lengthy items, the cartulary continues with more
straightforward and shorter documents. Of these, just three predate the
gift of Sainte-Trinité to Bec. These are King Henry’s confirmation of
Osbert de Bourneville’s gift (0000); Count Waleran’s gift of the tithes of
Charmoie ‘ad communem panem’ (Ctl. Beaumont-le-Roger, 23, no.

7 It is not easy to identify Veia, and Deville makes no attempt to do so. The place is not
mentioned again in the Beaumont cartulary: the text may be corrupt.
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xviii); and the gift by Ralph Butler and his wife Avice of property in
Chantereine, near Beaumont, dated ‘at Leicester in the castle on the feast
of St Martin’ (ibid. 36–7, no. xxxvi). Of the three, only King Henry’s
confirmation is mentioned in the narrative, and this is the only document
used in its compilation that has been entered separately in the cartulary.
The texts of all the others, excepting only the deed of foundation
transcribed in the narrative, have been lost.8 It seems that the pancartes
alone were regarded as providing sufficient evidence for the holdings of
the collegiate church prior to its subjection to Bec in 1142.

As is discussed below under 0000, Authenticity, it is impossible
to accept as authentic the pancarte which concludes with a confirmation
by Henry I, though the list of witnesses and dating clause may have been
drawn from an authentic general confirmation for Sainte-Trinité.
Whether the similar pancarte in Waleran’s name is authentic is more
difficult to say. It is perhaps possible that the act with Henry’s
confirmation was confected to provide a guide for an authentic pancarte
in Waleran’s name at the time when Sainte-Trinité was handed over to
the monks of Bec. There is no substantial reason to doubt the
authenticity of Henry’s act confirming Osbert de Bourneville’s gift, nor
of the lost act confirming Robert de Beaumont’s gifts, but why Sainte-
Trinité should have sought royal confirmation for these particular
benefactions and not for others is a mystery.

E. Deville, Cartulaire de l’Église de la Sainte-Trinité de Beaumont-le-Roger (Paris
1912); D. Crouch, The Beaumont Twins: the Roots and Branches of Power in the
Twelfth Century (Cambridge 1986).

8 The cartulary contains a deed of Count Waleran, dated 1144, in favour of Sainte-
Trinité and the monks of Bec serving God there. This gives the monks a modius of
wheat at the mill of Étang, for making their Lent bread for the common table; it also
gives £4 rent in the mill for buying oil to light the church and licence for the monks to
fish in the count’s waters at Beaumont three times each year. Waleran’s gift of a modius
of wheat is mentioned in the narrative among the benefactions made before Henry’s
confirmation of 1131, but not the £4 nor the licence to fish. Waleran had probably
given or confirmed the wheat by a previous deed: it seems unlikely that the deed of
1144 was accidentally included in the narrative despite its late date, omitting the more
significant rent of £4. The gift of a modius of wheat from the mill of Étang was among
the earliest benefactions to Sainte-Trinité, and was included in Roger de Beaumont’s
foundation deed (Ctl. Beaumont-le-Roger, 5, no. 1).
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00 Writ-charter granting the church and canons whatever
Osbert de Bourneville gave them in Bourneville (dép.
Eure). 1130 × 1131 or 1133 × 1135, perhaps January ×
August 1131

CARTULARY COPY: Paris, Bibliothèque Mazarine, MS 3417 (Beaumont cartulary) (s.
xiv/xv), fol. 8v (not examined) [B].
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Regesta gives Paris, BnF, MS lat. 13905, without folio
reference, but the document does not appear in that manuscript.
PRINTED: Deville, Ctl. Beaumont-le-Roger, 22–3 (no. 13) [from B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1699.

H(enricus) rex Angl<orum>a H(ugoni) archiepiscopo
Rothomagensi et I(ohanni) episcopo Luxouiensi et Roberto de
Haia et omnibus baronibus et fidelibus suis salutem. Sciatis
me concessisse ecclesie et canonicis sancte Trinitatis de
Bellomonte ad communem panem ibi constitutum quicquid
Osbertus de Burneuilla tenet in uilla de Burneuille tam in
elemosina quam in laico feodo sicut uidelicet idem Osbertus et
G(ualerannus) comes Mellenti constituerant et ecclesiam
predictam sancte Trinitatis inde hereditauerunt. Et uolo et
precipio ut ecclesia predicta sancte Trinitatis et canonici hanc
donationem bene et in pace et honorifice teneant iure
perpetuo. Testes Gualerannus comes Mellenti et G(alfridus)
fil(ius) Pagani. Apud Toneam in transitu regis.

a Anglie B

Henry king of the English to Hugh archbishop of Rouen and John bishop of Lisieux and
Robert de la Haye and all his barons and sworn men greeting. Know that I have
granted to the church and canons of Sainte-Trinité of Beaumont for the common board
instituted there whatever Osbert de Bourneville holds in the vill of Bourneville, whether
in alms or in lay fee, just as the same Osbert and Waleran count of Meulan had
instituted and thereby endowed the foresaid church of Sainte-Trinité. And I will and
command that the foresaid church of Sainte-Trinité and the canons shall hold this gift
well and in peace and honourably by perpetual right. Witnesses Waleran count of
Meulan and Geoffrey fitz Pain. At Tosny during the king’s crossing.
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SOURCE: Bibliothèque Mazarine, MS 3417 (Beaumont cartulary) (s. xiv/iv), fol. 3r;
ibid. fol. 5 (changed so that the words are Count Waleran’s, but no other significant
differences) (not examined).
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Paris, BnF, MS lat. 13905 (Recueil de D. Jacques Jouvelin
sur l’abbaye du Bec, s. xvii), fol. 8r (old p. 15).
PRINTED: Mémoires et notes de M. Auguste le Prévost pour servir à l’histoire du
département de l’Eure, ed. L. Delisle & L. Passy, 3 vols. (Évreux 1862–9), i. 406b;
Dictionnaire historique de toutes les communes du Département de L’Eure, L. E.
Charpillon and A. Caresme, 2 vols. (Les Andelys 1868–79), i. 529–30 (in French);
Deville, Ctl. Beaumont-le-Roger, 9, 15 (nos. iii, iv).

Non multo post tempore Osbertus de Burnenuilla monitu consilio et
concessu domini sui comitis Gualer(ani) concedente etiam et per cartam
suam hoc idem confirmante H(enrico) rege Anglorum pro redemptione
anime sue dedit supranominate ecclesie sancte Trinitatis ad
amplificationem predicte communitatis panis ecclesiam sancti Petri de
Burnenuilla cum terris et decimis et hominibus et omnibus aliis rebus
eidem ecclesie pertinentibus, sicut eam tenebat de elemosina domini sui
G(alerani) comitis Mellent’. Dedit etiam cum ecclesia totum alodium
suum quod in eadem uilla de comite hereditarie tenebat et quicquid
omnino tenebat in predicta uilla, tam in terris quam in hominibus et
omnibus aliis rebus de quocumque ea teneret. Hoc donum posuit idem
Osbertus super altare sancte Trinitatis astante et fauente comite
Gualer(ano) et baronibus suis.

Not long afterwards Osbert de Bourneville, with the advice, counsel, and consent of his
lord Waleran (Henry king of the English also granting and confirming the same by his
charter), for the redemption of his soul, gave to the foresaid church of Sainte-Trinité,
for the increase of the foresaid common table, the church of Saint-Pierre of Bourneville
with lands and tithes and men and all things belonging to that church, just as he held it
by grant-in-alms of his lord Waleran count of Meulan. He also gave with the church the
whole of his freehold tenement in that vill which he used to hold of the count by
hereditary right and everything he used to hold in the same vill, whether in lands or in
men and all other things, of whomsoever he held them. This gift Osbert placed on the
altar of Sainte-Trinité, Count Waleran standing nearby and approving.

DATE: After Count Waleran’s release from prison in 1129 (ASChr), and after the
election of Hugh as archbishop of Rouen, so after the king’s crossing to Normandy in
August or September 1130 and during one of the two periods the king was in
Normandy in 1130–35. Henry was at Le Vaudreuil, some 14 miles journey from Tosny,
on the same side of the river, in 1131 (000, Regesta 1700 for Évreux).
ADDRESS: Archbishop Hugh of Rouen, Bishop John of Lisieux, Robert de la Haye and
all the king’s barons and sworn men. Bishop John was head of the Norman Exchequer
and Robert de la Haye was the chief lay officer in the Norman administration (Haskins,
Norman Institutions, 99).
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WITNESS: Count Waleran of Meulan, Geoffrey fitz Pain.
PLACE: Tosny (dép. Eure). No other Anglo-Norman royal act is dated at Tosny. The
king is in transitu, which must here refer to crossing the Seine rather than the Channel.
The river loops round Tosny, and would have presented a significant obstacle to a body
of men. The king only returned to England once, in summer 1131, during the period
possible for this grant. Several acts were dated at Arques (dép. Seine-Maritime) in
transitu on that occasion.
CONTEXT: Bourneville (dép. Eure) lies between the rivers Risle and Seine, some 25
miles north of Beaumont-le-Roger. Osbert’s tenure of the church ‘in elemosinam’
suggests he was the priest there; he was perhaps retiring to join the canons at
Beaumont. The cartulary of the abbey of Saint-Pierre, Préaux, includes gifts of property
in Bourneville by Ralph, priest of Bourneville and his son Osbern the clerk (Ctl.
Préaux, 136–8, nos. A145–6; cited Le Prévost, Mémoires, i. 406b). Osbern, named
elsewhere as Osbern d’Omonville, may be the Osbert of this act.
AUTHENTICITY: The use of the verb hereditare meaning ‘to endow’ is rare in royal acts;
iure perpetuo is also rare in authentic acts but common in forgeries.
The act is otherwise convincing, and so these anomolies are insufficient to deem the act
a forgery.

00 Lost act confirming gifts made by Robert count of
Meulan and Countess Isabel. 1100 × 1118

SOURCE: Paris, Bibliothèque Mazarine, MS 3417 (Beaumont cartulary), fol. 2r; ibid.
fol. 4v (changed so that the words are Count Waleran’s, and omitting the text from Has
donationes onwards, but no other significant differences) (not examined).
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Paris, BnF, MS lat. 13905, fol. 7r–v (old pp. 13–14).
PRINTED: Cal. France, 123–4 (no. 369) (English abstract) [from MS lat. 13905]; Ctl.
Beaumont-le-Roger, 7–8, 13 (nos. iii, iv) [from cartulary].
CALENDAR: Not in Regesta.

Regnante Henrico rege Anglorum, Robertus comes de Mellent, de terris
et honoribus quos in Anglia adquisierat, dedit ecclesie sancte Trinitatis
de Bellomonte et canonicis [1] manerium quoddam iuxta Hungrefort
situm nomine Edenetonam ita quietum et liberum sicut ipse habebat in
dominio suo de rege Angl(orum). Et preter hoc [2] ecclesiam de
Blenefort de donatione uxoris sue Ysabelle comitisse de Mellent. Et hoc
fecit concedente et per cartam suam coroborante domino suo Henrico
rege Anglorum. Eodem fere tempore, [3] predicta Elisabet comitissa de
Mellent dedit prefate ecclesie sancte Trinitatis ad luminare uidelicet
ipsius ecclesie XX solidos in theloneo de Bellomonte concessu uiri sui
Roberti comitis de Mellent. Has donaciones fecit Robertus comes
Mellent pro anima domini sui Willelmi regis expugnatoris Angl(ie) et
regine Mathild(is) atque Willelmi regis eorumdem filii necnon et pro
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salute et prosperitate Henrici regis Angl(orum) et regine Mathild(is) et
Willelmi filii eorumdem et pro redemptione anime patris sui Rogeri de
Bellomonte et Adeline matris sue necnon et pro semetipso uxoreque sua
et liberis suis.

While Henry ruled as king of the English, Robert count of Meulan, from the lands and
honors that he had acquired in England, gave to the church of Sainte-Trinité of
Beaumont and the canons [1] a manor sited next to Hungerford called Eddington as
quietly and freely as he had it in his demesne of the king of the English. And
furthermore [2] the church of Blandford of the gift of his wife Isabel countess of
Meulan. And this he did, his lord Henry king of the English granting and by his charter
confirming. Close to that time, [3] the foresaid Elizabeth countess of Meulan gave to
the said church of Sainte-Trinité to light that church 20s of the toll of Beaumont with
the consent of her husband Robert count of Meulan. Robert count of Meulan made
these gifts for the soul of his lord King William conqueror of England and Queen
Matilda’s and also their son King William’s, and for the salvation and prosperity of
Henry king of the English and Queen Matilda and William their son, and for the
redemption of the soul of his own father Roger de Beaumont and Adelina his mother
and for himself and his wife and his children.

DATE: Before the death of Robert count of Meulan in 1118.
ADDRESS, WITNESS, PLACE: No indication is given.
CONTEXT: It is difficult to say how many deeds of the count of Meulan and his wife are
here summarised, and which of them were confirmed by the king.
[1] Eddington (Berks) was royal demesne in 1086. It had been held as 10 hides, and
worth £6 before 1066, but by 1086 it was assessed at two hides less half a virgate, and
worth only 70s (DB, i. 57c; Berks § 1. 28). If the narrative is correct, as is likely, the
manor was given to Sainte-Trinité in 1100 × 1118. It must have been in connection with
this estate that the canons of Beaumont were pardoned 10s in Berkshire by the king’s
writ in 1130–31 (PR 31 Henry I, 124). VCH Berks, iv. 207–8, erroneously states that
Roger de Beaumont gave land in neighbouring Templeton (otherwise Inglewood, in
par. Kintbury) to the Templars; the mistake results from the misidentification of Roger
fitz Humfrey, named in the Templar extent of 1185, as Roger de Beaumont
(Monasticon, vi. 823b; Lees, Templars, pp. cxxvii, 52, 198–9). In 1147, less than five
years after Sainte-Trinité became a priory of the abbey of Bec, the abbey gave
Eddington to St Frideswide’s priory in Oxford, in return for St Frideswide’s release of
its claim to ‘the church of Beaumont’ (Ctl. St Frideswide, ii. 325–6, nos. 1121–2).
[2] Blenefort is almost certainly Blandford Forum. There are several places called
Blandford in the Dorset folios of Domesday: Caroline and Frank Thorn suggest that
Blandford Forum was included in the king’s demesne manor of Pimperne (DB, i. 75b;
Dorset §§ 1. 5, 26. 29 and notes). There is ample evidence that Pimperne and Blandford
passed to the Beaumont family: they were several times used as dower. Robert earl of
Leicester gave land in Pimperne to Bec in 1119 (000, Regesta 1214). A charter of
Richard I, dated 15 October 1189, confirms to Fontevraud abbey the nunnery of
Amesbury (Wilts) and its possessions, which included 10 marks rent ‘at Nutford (near
Pimperne) of the manor of Pimpre (Pimperne) and at Beneford (sic), which Robert earl
of Leicester gave them with his daughter, as his charter testifies’ (Cal. France, 384–5,
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no. 1085; Landon, Itinerary of Richard I, no. 95). In the exchequer roll of 1192–3
Blandford was listed among the property mortgaged by Robert (third) earl of Leicester
to Aaron the Jew (PR 5 Richard I, 105). Hawise, countess of Gloucester (d. 1197),
daughter of Robert de Beaumont, second earl, gave to Fontevraud abbey, from her
marriage portion, four virgates in Pimperne (one held by Simon of Blandford), by a
deed attested by Henry, abbot of Bindon, so datable 1191 × 1197 (Cal. France, 386–7,
no. 1089; Patterson, Earldom of Gloucester, nos. 178–9). In 1219 Countess Loretta
(widow of Robert de Beaumont, fourth earl of Leicester) was in the king’s gift; her part
of the borough of Blandford was worth £10 (Fees, 261). Sainte-Trinité and Bec did not
retain the church of Blandford, which was the subject of a dispute between the dean of
Wimborne Minster and Henry de Lacy, earl of Lincoln, in 1306 (Hutchins, Dorset, i.
227b). For the Beaumont patronage of Wimborne, see Crouch, Beaumont Twins, 197
and n.
[3] Roger de Beaumont gave 60s from the toll of Beaumont, with the tithe of the toll,
by his foundation deed; he also gave 6s from the toll of Le Neubourg (dép. Eure) ‘ad
luminare predicte ecclesie’ (Ctl. Beaumont-le-Roger, 5, no. i ). It is unexpected to find
the tolls of Beaumont in the possession of Earl Robert’s wife, here referred to as
Elizabeth and also Isabel, a name equivalent to Elizabeth in some regions of France and
Spain.

00 Lost act [confirming gifts to Sainte-Trinité?]. August
1131

SOURCE: Paris, Bibl. Mazarine MS 3417 (Beaumont cartulary) (s. xiv/xv), fol. 3r; ibid.
fol. 5v–6r (changed so that the words are Count Waleran’s, and ending ‘Rabelli de
Tancaruilla et Briencii quorum nomina in alia carta sunt, et ibi etiam sunt nomina
testium supradictarum donationum’) (not examined).
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Paris, BnF, MS lat. 13905, fol. 8r (old p. 15).
PRINTED: Round, Cal. France, 125 (no. 373) [from MS lat. 13905]; Deville, Ctl.
Beaumont-le-Roger, 9–10, 15 (nos. iii, iv) [from cartulary].
CALENDAR: Farrer 648; Regesta 1693.

Has itaque supradictas \omnes/a donationes ueteres et modernas factas
predicte ecclesie ego Henricus dei gratia rex Anglorum et dux
Normanorum concedo collaudo confirmo et regia auctoritate, et adeo
mihi collata potestate, corroboro et illi ecclesie in perpetuum inuiolate
illibateque obtinendum statuo. Teste audientia et presentia Hug(onis)
archiepiscopi Rothomag(ensis) et Iohannis episcopi Lexouiens(is) et
Audini episcopi Ebroicens(is) diocesalis (sic) et Iohannis episcopi
Sagiens(is) et Roberti de Sigillo et Nigelli nepotis Rogeri episcopi
Sar(isburiensis) et Roberti comitis Gloec(estrie) filii mei et Willelmi
comitisb de Warenna et Walerani comitis Mellenti aduocati ecclesie
supradicte et Roberti comitis Legrecestrie et Walteri Gifardi et Rabeli de
Tancaruilla et Briencii filii comitis et Hugon(is) Bigoti dap(iferi) et
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Roberti de Haia dap(iferi) et Vnifr(idi) de Buhun’ dap(iferi) et Willelmi
filii Od(onis) conestabilis et Willelmi de Romuara et Henr(ici) de Pom’
et Gaufr(idi) filii Pag(ani)c. Homines comitis Mell(enti) Will(elmus)
filius Rob(erti) Willelmus de Teobouilla Vdardus de Moreinuiler
dap(ifer) Medl(enti)c Walarann(us) de Med(lent) Willelmi [sic] de Pin
Will(elmus) conestab(ilis). Peracta feliciter apud Archas in transitu meo
in Angliam anno ab incarnatione domini nostri Ihesu Christi millesimo
centesimo tricesimo primo et regni mei XXXmo Imo.

a interlined in s. xvi b om. MS 13905
c Lag’ Ctl. Beaumont ] Pagani MS 13905 d Mecll’ Ctl. Beaumont
Therefore all these foresaid gifts old and new made to the foresaid church I Henry by
God’s grace king of the English and duke of the Normans grant approve confirm and
by royal authority and by the power vested in me by God affirm, and I ordain (these
gifts) to that church in perpetuity to hold inviolate and undiminished. Witnessed in the
hearing and presence of Hugh archbishop of Rouen and John bishop of Lisieux and
Ouen bishop of Évreux the diocesan and John bishop of Sées and Robert de Sigillo and
Nigel the nephew of Bishop Roger of Salisbury and Robert earl of Gloucester my son
and William earl Warenne and Waleran count of Meulan the patron of the foresaid
church and Robert earl of Leicester and Walter Giffard and Rabel de Tancarville and
Brian fitz Count and Hugh Bigod dapifer and Robert de la Haye dapifer and Humfrey
de Bohun and William fitz Odo constable and William de Roumare and Henry de
Pomeria and Geoffrey fitz Pain. The men of the count of Meulan, William fitz Robert,
William de Thibouville, Odard de Morainevilliers steward of Meulan, Waleran de
Meulan, William du Pin, William the constable. Enacted happily at Arques during my
crossing to England in the year from the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ one
thousand one hundred and thirty-one and the 31st of my reign.

DATE: Dated 1131, and in the 31st year of the reign, so not after 4 August. The exact
date of the king’s return to England is unknown, and the evidence for it is difficult.
ASChr says ‘toferen heruest ӕfter S. Petres messe þe firrer’, translated by Susie Tucker 
as ‘before Autumn, after the earlier feast of St Peter’, i.e. the feast of SS. Peter and
Paul, on 29 June, rather than St Peter in Chains, 1 August. But the meaning of ‘firrer’ is
uncertain. DOE enters this quotation under ‘fyrre, fyrrer’, meaning ‘earlier/first (of two
things)’; MED, on the other hand, has the same quotation under ‘fer’ (sense 3) ‘late (in
time), later’, implying St Peter in Chains. Farrer, Itinerary, 139, preferred St Peter in
Chains, which fits better with ‘toferen heruest’, but John of Worcester says June, ‘et
anno sequenti mense Iunio Angliam rediit’ (ed. McGurk, iii. 196–7).
ADDRESS: The address, if there was one, has not been copied.
WITNESS: Archbishop Hugh of Rouen, Bishop John of Lisieux, Bishop Ouen of Évreux,
Bishop John of Sées, Robert de Sigillo, Nigel the nephew of Bishop Roger of Salisbury,
Earl Robert of Gloucester, Earl William Warenne (who had married Elizabeth or Isabel,
widow of Count Robert of Meulan), Count Waleran of Meulan, Earl Robert of
Leicester, Walter Giffard, Rabel de Tancarville, Brian fitz Count, Hugh Bigod dapifer,
Robert de la Haye dapifer, Humfrey de Bohun, William fitz Odo constable, William de
Roumare, Henry de Pomeria, Geoffrey fitz Lag’. Geoffrey fitz Lag’ witnesses only
here; the name may be corrupt. The men of the count of Meulan, William fitz Robert
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(de Harcourt), William de Thibouville, Odard de Morainvilliers steward of Meulan,
Waleran de Meulan, William du Pin, William the constable.
PLACE: Arques (Seine-Martime).
CONTEXT: The original tenor of the act is unknown, and it may not have been for
Sainte-Trinité, though the names of the witnesses suggest that it was. The names of
Count Waleran’s men probably came from his own general confirmation, mentioned in
the second version of the pancarte immediately before Henry’s act, which is truncated
in that version, ending ‘Rabelli de Tancaruilla et Briencii quorum nomina in alia carta
sunt, et ibi etiam sunt nomina testium suprascriptum donationum’ (Ctl. Beaumont-le-
Roger, 15)
AUTHENTICITY: Even in the context of the pancartes and diplomas drafted by the
beneficiary favoured in Normandy, the Sainte-Trinité narrative, which concludes with
the witness list copied above, is impossible to accept as an authentic document drawn
up in the king’s presence on the specified date. The king’s confirmation seems to have
been added on as an afterthought, almost as a subscription, but it is the king’s
confirmation that is witnessed. It is however likely that the compiler of the narrative
took the wording copied here, or some of it, from an act in the name of Henry I. That
act was not an ordinary product of the royal chancery, but may well have been
authentic. The witnesses are coherrent, and it includes several of the diploma-like
features of documents produced by scribe xiii, including the dating clause and the use
of ‘dei gratia’, ‘dux Normannorum’ and ‘regia auctoritate’. Robert de Sigillo,
postulated as scribe xiii by Nicholas Karn, is among the witnesses (N. Karn, ‘Robert de
Sigillo: an unruly head of the royal scriptorium in the 1120s and 1130s’, EHR 123
(2008), 539–53). It seems likely that most if not all of the text printed above, with the
possible exception of the names of Count Waleran’s men, was incorporated into the
pancarte from an authentic general confirmation for Sainte-Trinité.


