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ROBERT DE BRUS

Tenant in chief in Yorkshire and Annandale

Robert de Brus was, via his son Robert, the progenitor of the Brus
lords of Annandale, and, via his son Adam, the Brus lords of Skelton.
He is frequently stated to have taken his name from Brix, ten miles
south of Cherbourg (arr. Valognes), in the Cotentin peninsular, which
Henry had acquired with a corresponding comital title by his loan of
£3000 to Robert Curthose shortly after the death of William I. Brus
apparently had interests in Querqueville, five miles north-west of
Cherbourg: his gift of the vill and church there (‘Karkareuil’) to St
Mary’s Abbey in York was confirmed by Earl David (of Huntingdon)
in 1113 × 1124 (D1/1). But nothing is known of Robert’s ancestry:
his name alone associates him with Brix, and ‘Karkareuil’ cannot
definitively be identified with Querqueville, so the matter remains
uncertain. Robert de Brus came to hold a substantial fee of the king
during the reign of Henry I. Farrer gives a detailed account of his
career and his fee in Yorkshire, and suggests he may have been
granted a subtenancy by the earl of Chester in Cleveland as early as
1100 × 1104 (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, ii, pp. v–vi, 11–12,
16–19). The writ-charter printed below, datable 1101 × 1108,
probably 1103, is the earliest definite evidence for his interests in
England and his connexion with Henry.1 Farrer was of the opinion
that Robert gained his fee in England only after the battle of
Tinchebray in 1106 (ibid. 11), but the inclusion of land in Harpham
and Gransmoor in the exchange suggest that Brus was consolidating

1 He was fourth witness to a deed of Hugh earl of Chester for Whitby Abbey, which
has been dated to 1086 × 1100, but the deed is spurious (Farrer, Early Yorkshire
Charters, ii. 193, no. 854).
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his manor of Burton Agnes, which had soke in those places, and so
had already obtained this manor which heads the list of the lands he
held of the king in the Domesday addendum discussed below.

Robert had a strong connexion with Earl David, perhaps originating
in their apparently overlapping interests in Normandy shown by
David’s Querqueville charter. King Henry’s act for Robert is
witnessed by David, not yet an earl, as brother of the queen. Robert is
witness to four of Earl David’s surviving charters (D1/3, 7, 8, 14). It
was probably soon after David became king of Scotland in 1124 that
he gave Annandale to Robert (D1/16). Robert attested several of
King David’s charters and also attested charters of Henry, son of the
king (D1/23, 24–5, 27–8, 30–32, 34, 37, 40–41, 59–62). Their close
relationship continued until after the death of Henry I, when at the
Battle of the Standard in 1138 Robert was forced to choose between
his English and his Scottish loyalties. According to the account of
Aelred of Rievaulx Robert acted as emissary for the English, pleaded
with David not to join battle, remembering that the king was his lord,
friend and companion, and that their friendship was founded on gifts,
grants of lands, youthful sports, fellowship in war, feasting and
hunting. But when the king’s nephew, William, convinced the king to
fight, Robert broke fealty by the ‘ancestral custom’ (‘patrus morus’)
and rejoined his own side (Aelred of Rievaulx, Relatio de Standardo,
192–5).

The entry for Robert de Brus in Domesday is unique, in that it is an
addendum written some years after the book had been completed. It
was copied onto two blank facing pages between the sections for
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, and is headed ‘Hic est feudum Rotberti
de Bruis quod fuit datum postquam liber de Wintonia scriptus fuit’
(DB, i. 332c–333a; Yorks §31). There are several clues to the date of
the addendum. It states that Brus holds 32 carucates and 2 bovates in
[Kirk]burn and Tibthorpe ‘sed pars istius terræ est de feudo Rotberti
Fossart’, so was presumably entered after Robert Fossard had
succeeded Nigel Fossard. The lands Robert de Brus was to acquire
which had previously been held by Richard de Surdeval of the count
of Mortain are not included. The final paragraph of the addendum
refers to the exchange granted by the king by the writ-charter printed
below. Consequently Farrer suggested a date of 1120 or later; Peter
King proposed 1114 × 1119 (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, ii. 11,
16; King, ‘Fee of Robert de Brus’, 25). But both based their terminus
a quo for the succession of Robert Fossard on Nigel Fossard’s
attestation to a charter of Archbishop Thurstan for the men of
Beverley now known to be a forgery (000, Regesta 1332), and their
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terminus ad quem for Brus’s acquisition of the Surdeval lands on the
fabricated foundation charters for Gisborough priory.2 Fossard’s
succession can be dated no more narrowly than c. 1107 × c. 1128,
and Brus cannot unequivocally be shown to have held the Surdeval
lands before the death of Henry I. Thus the Domesday addendum can
be dated only to c. 1107 × 1142, the latter date being the year of
Brus’s death.3

The archive of the Brus family of Skelton was fragmented on the
death of Peter de Brus III in 1272 and the subsequent division of his
estates between his four sisters and coheirs.4 Henry’s writ-charter for
Robert de Brus has been preserved by its enrolment in the patent roll
in an inspeximus in favour of William Latimer, ‘now lord of Danby’
(1330–1381), on 10 February 1379. Latimer had been impeached by
the Good Parliament of Edward III in 1376, but had soon regained
favour with the king. The impeachment may have influenced his
application early in the reign of Richard II for the confirmation of this
charter, together with Henry III’s grant of 1253, to an earlier William
Latimer, of free warren, a market and a fair at Scampston (Yorks
ER). Latimer had inherited Danby through his descent from Lucy de
Brus, wife of Sir Marmaduke de Thweng and one of the sisters and
coheirs of Peter de Brus III. He was the grandson of an earlier
William Latimer who had married Lucy de Thweng, granddaughter
of that Lucy de Brus.5 Doubtless Henry’s writ-charter had descended
with the manor of Danby.

Dugdale’s copy is included in his transcripts from originals in
the collection of Robert Bruce, later second earl of Elgin (c. 1626–
1685), made in 1659. It is not certain that the copy here is from the
original, as Dugdale does not attempt the facsimile style for the first

2 For details, see Gisborough Headnote.
3 It could perhaps be argued that the omission of Robert de Brus’s two holdings in
Lincolnshire shown in the Lindsey survey (Lindsey Survey, §§ 15. 14, 19. 6),
apparently representing the fee held by William de Taillebois in 1086 (DB, i. 370b;
§§ 66. 1–2), imply a date in or before 1115, but this is slender evidence on which to
base such a conclusion.
4 See, for example, the list of forty-three deeds handed over to the heirs of Laderina
de Brus in 1311 (Clay, Yorkshire Deeds, viii. 134–6, no. 383). The archive of the
Scottish Bruses concerning Annandale, by contrast, was taken from Lochmaben
Castle, apparently in 1306 × 1314, by Humfrey Bohun, earl of Hereford, and is
now among the Duchy of Lancaster muniments in the PRO (R. Gladstone, ‘The
early Annandale charters and their strange resting place’, Transactions and Journal
of Proceedings of the Dumfriesshire and Galloway Natural History and
Antiquarian Society, 3rd ser. 6 (1919), at 139–40).
5 For details of the descent from Robert de Brus, see Farrer, Early Yorkshire
Charters, ii. 11–14 (Brus); Sanders, English Baronies, 77–8 (Brus); Complete
Peerage, vii. 465–75 (Latimer); ibid. xii (1). 738–9 (Thweng).
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few words which he uses for some charters in the collection,
including another act of Henry (000, Regesta 1550, for Walter de
Beauchamp). Bruce was a collector of manuscripts and Dugdale’s
transcripts show he possessed many intersting charters. Bruce’s
friendship with Thomas Osborne (1632–1712), earl of Danby and a
descendant of Latimer, may indicate the route of transmission.

W. Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, ii. 11–19; P. King, ‘The return
of the fee of Robert de Brus in Domesday’, YAJ 60 (1988), 25–29; A.
A. M. Duncan, ‘The Bruces of Annandale, 1100–1300, Transactions
of the Dumfriesshire and Galloway Natural History and Antiquarian
Society, 3rd ser. 69 (1994), 89–102; R. Blakely, ‘The Bruses of
Skelton and William of Aumale’, YAJ 73 (2001), 19–28; R. Blakely,
The Brus Family in England and Scotland 1100–1295 (Woodbridge,
2005); P. Dalton, Conquest, Anarchy Lordship: Yorkshire 1066–1154
(Cambridge 1994), 92–4.

1 Writ-charter giving land to Robert de Brus in
exchange for land elsewhere. Pentecost, 1101 ×
1108, probably 1103

CHANCERY ENROLMENT: Patent Roll 2 Richard II, pt 2, C66/304, mem. 35,
inspeximus in favour of William Latimer, lord of Danby, dated 10 February 1379
(CalPat 1377–1381, 319) [B].
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Bodl. MS Dugdale 18 (copied by Sir William Dugdale,
1605–1686), fols. 45v–46r [C, apparently from lost original then in the possession
of Robert Bruce, son of the earl of Elgin, November 1659].
PRINTED: CalPat 1377–1381, 319.
CALENDAR: Farrer 176; Regesta 648.

H(enricus) rex Anglorum G(erardo) archiepiscopo Eboraci
et Osberto uicecomiti de Euerwicsira et omnibus baronibus
francis et anglis de Euerwicsira salutem. Sciatis me
cambiasse Roberto de Brus Richetonam et Colingeham,
uidelicet XXIIII carucatas terre. Et dedi \ei/ propter hoc in
escambio VIII carucatas terre in Harpam II carucatas terre
in Grentemora et XII carucatas terre in Eschedala uidelicet
de istis XII carucatis terre VI carucatas terre in Danebia III
carucatas terre in Crombrecliua et II carucatas terre in
duobus Hanechetones et X bouatas terre in Lelon. Et uolo
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ut habeat istam terram in foresta ita ne aliquis in ea fuget
nisi licencia sua. Et uolo ut illam habeat cum saca soca toll
team infangenteof cum omnibus consuetudinibus suis sicut
aliam terram habet. T(estibus) R(oberto) comite de Mell’a

Nig(ello) de Albini Rogero filio Ricardi et Dauid fratre
regine. Apud Windresores in Pentecosten.

a demell’ BC ] Deivell CalPat in error.

Henry king of the English to Gerard archbishop of York and Osbert the sheriff of
Yorkshire and all barons French and English of Yorkshire greeting. Know that I
have exchanged with Robert de Brus Rigton and Collingham, namely twenty-four
carucates of land. And I give to him in exchange in respect of this eight carucates
of land in Harpham, two carucates of land in Gransmoor and twelve carucates of
land in Eskdale, namely of those twelve carucates of land six carucates of land in
Danby, three carucates of land in Crunkly [Gill] and two carucates of land in the
two Hangtons and ten bovates of land in Lealholm. And I will that he shall have
that land in forest so that no one shall hunt there unless by his licence. And I will
that he shall have that with sake soke toll team infangthief with all its customs as he
has other land. Witness R(obert) count of Meulan, Nigel d’Aubigny, Roger fitz
Richard and David brother of the queen. At Windsor in Pentecost.

DATE: After the translation of Gerard to the see of York at Epiphany 1101; before
news of Gerard’s death at Southwell on 21 May 1108, three days before
Whitsuntide, reached the king. Whether Henry passed Whitsuntide 1101 at St
Alban’s, as suggested by Farrer, is doubtful; he was at Westminster at Whitsun
1102, 1104, 1107 and 1108, and at Salisbury at Whitsun 1106. He was in
Normandy in 1105. The editors of Regesta give the year 1103 ‘as the only year
between 1100 and 1108 when Henry could have kept Whitsuntide at Windsor’,
while Farrer proposes 1104 or 1107.
ADDRESS: Shire court of Yorkshire.
WITNESS: Robert count of Meulan; Nigel d’Aubigny, Roger fitz Richard and David
brother of the queen. If the date of 1103 is accepted, this writ is the earliest act for a
Yorkshire or northern beneficiary witnessed by Nigel d’Aubigny.
PLACE: Windsor.
CONTEXT: The final section of the Domesday entry for Robert de Brus notes the
exchange, and lists each of the estates granted here, with the slight discrepancy that
Domesday has a total of twelve carucates and two bovates in Eskdale, which makes
the arithmetic work exactly, rather than the twelve specified here (DB, i. 333a; §
31. N10). The location of the land given up by Brus, which is not specified in
Domesday, is given as Reighton (Yorks ER) and Collingham (Yorks WR) in
Regesta, following CalPat. The former place is more probably Rigton (Yorks WR).
On 7 February 1201 King John confirmed that Peter de Brus had surrendered and
quitclaimed Bardsey (‘Berdeseya’), Collingham (‘Colington’, ‘Colingham’) and
Rigton (‘Ricton’, ‘Rigton’) in exchange for the vill and forest of Danby, which vills
Henry II had given to Adam de Brus, Peter’s father, in exchange for Danby, as one
knight’s fee (RChart, 86b, 100a). Henry’s grant had been made before Michaelmas
1184, when the sheriff accounted for the profits ‘de Colingeham et Berdesia et
pertinentiis antequam rex redderet eas ad Ada de Bruis’ (PR 30 Henry II, 30).
Collingham is not mentioned in Domesday, which records that the king had two



08 OCTOBER 2013 ROBERT DE BRUS 6

carucates in Bardsey, and Arnketill, one of the king’s thanes, had two carucates in
Rigton (DB, i. 331c, 301b; Yorks §§ 1. W4, 29. W37). Many other acts of Henry I
prohibit hunting in the property of the beneficiary: the prohibition is often found in
writs granting warren.


