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RICHARD DE BELMEIS THE YOUNGER

Dean of St Alkmund, Shrewsbury,
bishop of London 1152–1162;

archive of Lilleshall abbey

Richard de Belmeis the elder, bishop of London from 1108 until his
death in January 1127, was the king’s main agent in Shropshire from
1102 until his resignation in the mid-1120s.1 The bishop was successful
in securing prebends in St Paul’s cathedral for two of his sons and four
of his nephews during his episcopate. Richard de Belmeis the younger,
son of the bishop’s brother Walter de Belmeis, was appointed and
installed archdeacon of Middlesex while still a minor, apparently after
the foundation of the priory of St Osyth in 1121. The bishop appointed
his chaplain Hugh to hold the archdeaconry while his nephew was
underage (Diceto, i. 251).

Richard de Belmeis the younger went on to become bishop of
London himself, holding the see from 1152 until his death in 1162.
Henry I’s charter below gives him churches and lands: other evidence
shows this was the church of St Alkmund in Shrewsbury and its lands.
Richard subsequently gave his interest in the church as one of the earliest

1 For his career, see Eyton, Shropshire, ii. 192–201; J. F. A. Mason, ‘The officers and
clerks of the Norman earls of Shropshire’, Transactions of the Shropshire
Archaeological Society 56 (1961), 244–57, at 253–4; Neininger, EEA xv London 1076–
1187, pp. xlviii–li; J. F. A. Mason, ‘Belmeis, Richard de (d. 1127)’ (2004), ODNB.
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benefactions to the foundation that would become Lilleshall abbey. His
deed for Lilleshall does not survive, but his gift was described in
Archbishop Theobald’s confirmation datable 1145 × 1148. Henry I’s
charter was apparently preserved in the archive of the abbey, though it
was not copied into the thirteenth-century cartulary (Davis 577)
presumably because it predated the foundation.2 The house and site of
the monastery of Lilleshall were leased for twenty-one years to James
Leveson of Wolverhampton, merchant, in 1539 (LP Hen. VIII, xiv/2.
302, no. 780.39.2). Both the charter and the cartulary were in the hands
of Sir Richard Leveson of Trentham in July 1638, when Roger
Dodsworth saw them and made transcripts.3 Rees describes the
acquisition of many of the medieval charters from Trentham by the
Shropshire and Staffordshire Record Offices in 1959 and previously. The
Lilleshall cartulary was loaned to the British Museum in the 1950s and
ownership passed to the museum in 1960 (Ctl. Lilleshall, p. xiv). The
fate of the original seen by Dodsworth in 1638 is unknown.

00 Writ-charter giving to Richard de Belmeis, nephew of
Richard bishop of London, the churches and lands that
the bishop held of the king which had previously
belonged to Godbold and Robert his son. January 1123
× September 1126, probably late May–early June 1123

ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPTS: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 110, fol. 44v [from the original
among the charters of Sir Richard Leveson of Trentham, copied by Dodsworth 21 July
1638] [B]; BL MS Harley 2060 (collections of Randle Holme) [from B], p. 54 (now fol.
31r).
PRINTED: Dugdale, ii. 144b [from B], repr. Monasticon, vi. 262 (no. ii).
CALENDAR: Farrer 558; Regesta 1492.

2 For the history of Lilleshall abbey, see Monasticon, vi. 261–5; Eyton, Shropshire, viii.
210–27; VCH Salop, ii. 70–80; Una Rees, The Cartulary of Lilleshall Abbey,
Shropshire Archaeological and Historical Society (1997).
3 Sir Richard Leveson was a great-great-nephew of James Leveson. R. F. Wisker, ‘The
estates of James Leveson of Wolverhampton (d. 1547)’, Staffordshire Archaeological
and Historical Society Transactions 37 (1995–96), 119–38, at 122, 134–5, discusses the
purchase of the Lilleshall and other estates, the relationship between James and Sir
Richard Leveson, and the subsequent descent through Sir Richard’s great-nephew
William Leveson-Gower to the earls Gower (1746), marquesses of Stafford (1786), and
dukes of Sutherland (1833).
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H(enricus) rex Anglorum episcopo Cestrensi et omnibus
baronibus et fidelibus suis francis et anglis de Salopesc(ira)
salutem. Sciatis me dedisse et concessisse Ricardo de Belmico
nepoti Ricardi episcopi Lund(oniensis) ecclesias et terras et
omnes res quas Ricardus episcopus Lund(oniensis) tenuit de
me, que fuerunt Godebaldi et Roberti filii sui. Et uolo et
precipio quod ita bene et in pace et honorifice et quiete teneat,
sicut Ricardus episcopus et Godeboldus et Robertus filius eius
unquam melius et honorificentius et quietius tenuerunt.
T(estibus) G(alfrido) cancellario et N(igello) de Alb(ini) et
W(altero) Gloec(estre) et P(agano) filio Iohannis et W(illelmo)
Peur(el). Apud Portesmudam.a

a Pormtesmudam B

Henry king of the English to the bishop of Chester and all his barons and sworn men
French and English of Shropshire greeting. Know that I have given and granted to
Richard de Belmeis nephew of Richard bishop of London the churches and lands and
all things that Richard bishop of London held of me, which were Godbold’s and
Robert’s his son. And I will and command that he shall hold as well and in peace and
honourably and quietly, just as Bishop Richard and Godbold and Robert his son ever
well and honourably and quietly held. Witness Geoffrey chancellor and Nigel
d’Aubigny and Walter of Gloucester and Pain fitz John and William Peverel. At
Portsmouth.

DATE: While Geoffrey was chancellor, 1123–33; before Nigel d’Aubigny’s final
departure from England, with the king, August 1127. Farrer dated the act to the eve of
the king’s sailing to Normandy, 27 August 1127; the editors of Regesta explain this
dating as after the death of Richard de Belmeis, bishop of London, 16 January 1127.
There are two objections to this reasoning. First, in 1127, the king sailed from from
Eling on Southampton Water and about 20 miles from Portchester (Portesmuda), and
the king had been at Eling long enough to seal some fourteen acts. There is therefore no
case for associating acts dated ‘ad Portesmudam’ with the 1127 crossing. Second, the
witness Walter of Gloucester retired to Lanthony priory no later than September 1126
(see Gloucester family Headnote), which narrows the formal date-range to January
1123 × September 1126. Within the narrower date-range the most likely date is
immediately prior to the king’s departure from Portchester on 11 June 1123, where the
king had spent Whitsun week (3–10 June) (ASChr), and perhaps some time even before
that. See also Context.
ADDRESS: Shire court of Shropshire, but without the sheriff: see Witness and Context.
WITNESS: Geoffrey the chancellor, Nigel d’Aubigny, Walter of Gloucester, Pain fitz
John, William Peverell. Walter and Pain succeeded Bishop Richard as the king’s
representatives in Shropshire.
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PLACE: Portsmouth, i.e. Portchester.
CONTEXT: William of Malmesbury speaks of Bishop Richard’s ‘slow-spreading
paralysis’ (William of Malmesbury, Gesta pontificum Anglorum, II § 73. 21, ed.
Winterbottom, i. 232–3, where the translator’s interjection of ‘Maurice’ should be
disregarded): Ralph de Diceto records that he was struck by paralysis s.a. 1123 (Ralph
de Diceto, i. 244). A letter by R(ichard) B(elmeis), bishop of London, to the barons of
Shropshire mentions the first county court held by Pain fitz John, his successor in
control of the shrievalty of Shropshire, at which he was assisted by Walter (of
Gloucester) the constable, who retired in 1126 (0000, Regesta 1473 for Shrewsbury
abbey; EEA xv London 1076–1187, 23–4, no. 30). From this we infer that the bishop
retired from his role as the king’s representative in Shropshire after he had suffered a
stroke. It is likely that he resigned these churches and lands at the same time on the
understanding that they would be granted to his nephew. The preferment of his sons
and nephews in the chapter of St Paul’s cathedral demonstrates the bishop’s concern for
the promotion of his relatives.

In 1086 Godbold the priest was the tenant of most of the land of St Alkmund’s
church, including 10 hides in Lilleshall, 4 hides in Uckington, 1 hide in Atcham, and 4
hides in Preston (Gubbals) (DB, i. 253a; Salop § 3g). Godbold also held a hide in Preen
of Helgot, a tenant of Earl Roger, and held Lack directly of the earl (DB, i. 258c, 259c;
Salop §§ 4. 21. 7, 4. 27. 7). Orderic named him as one of the ‘three learned clerks’ in
the household of Earl Roger (Orderic IV, ed. Chibnall, ii. 262–3). He is named as the
witness to deeds contained in a purported charter of Henry I for Shrewsbury (000,
Regesta 1245). Nothing is known of his son Robert: no connexion has been established
with Robert fitz Godbold, the founder of Little Horkesley priory in Essex (Monasticon,
v. 155–7), or with Robert fitz Godbold, whose unnamed son held a fee of Hugh Wake
in 1166 (RBE, 379). How the lands of Godbold passed to Richard de Belmeis the elder
is obscure. In 1145 × 1148 Archbishop Theobald confirmed to the Arroasian canons
from Dorchester, the gift of Richard de Belmeis, ‘dean of St Alkmund of Shrewsbury’,
of his prebend of Lilleshall and Attingham (near Atcham, not mentioned in DB), and
the other prebends as they became vacant, ‘for building an abbey in Lilleshall wood’
(Saltman, Theobald, 380–81, no. 156; Ctl. Lilleshall, 13, no. 7). Early in 1145 King
Stephen confirmed the gift by ‘Richard the archdeacon’ of his prebend and the other
prebends when they became vacant (Ste/460; Ctl. Lilleshall, 9, no. 1). The empress
confirmed the church of St Alkmund to the abbot of Lilleshall in 1148 (EM/461; Ctl.
Lilleshall, 9–10, no. 2).


