
20 OCTOBER 2014 W2 BEVERLEY MINSTER 1

Release
date

Version notes Who

Current version:
W2-Beverley-2014-1 20/10/14 Original version RS
Previous versions:
— — — —
This text is made available through the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs License; additional terms may apply

Authors for attribution statement:
Charters of William II and Henry I Project
Richard Sharpe, Faculty of History, University of Oxford

BEVERLEY MINSTER

Collegiate church of St John the Evangelist
and St John of Beverley

County of York : Diocese of York
Said to have been refounded 937 × 939

When Yorkshire was harried on the order of William I in 1069, the
church of Beverley is said to have been protected by the presence of St
John, eighth-century bishop of York. The story is told by Alfred the
sacrist in his Annales, 129–30, a rare local addition to what is largely a
derivative work, compiled in the 1140s. It was retold in greater detail by
William Ketel in his Miracles of St John (Raine, Historians of the
Church of York, i. 266–9). George Oliver, The History and Antiquities of
the Town and Minster of Beverley (Beverley: M. Turner, 1829), 78,
observed that Domesday Book bears out this story: while the value of the
archbishop’s fee in Beverley was reduced from £24 to £14, the canons’
fee in the town remained at £20 (DB, i. 304a; § 2. E1). The canons’
estates elsewhere in the East Riding were not protected, and several of
their major manors, such as Great Kelk, Garton-on-the-Wolds, and
Lowthorpe were almost entirely reduced to waste (DB, i. 304a–b; § 2.
E14–16). In the clamores one learns of disputed land, which the bishop
of Durham claimed was in the soke of Welton, but the ‘canonici de
Beureli’, here also styled clerici, claimed to hold by gift of King William
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(DB, i. 373a–b; §§ CE 11, 24). The organization of the entry for the
archbishop’s lands in Domesday Book, discussed in the headnote for
York Minster, more broadly reveals the division of property between the
archbishop himself, the canons of St Peter’s minster in York, and St
John’s minster in Beverley. The canons of Beverley also drew a
considerable benefit from the render of four thraves from every plough
in the East Riding, which was supposed to date back to the time of King
Athelstan.1 Beverley has been seen as preserving in an unusual degree
features deriving from the constitution of a major pre-Conquest minster.2

Reliable information on the church of Beverley in the early
Anglo-Norman period is scarce. The Life of St John, written by Folcard
and dedicated to Ealdred, archbishop of York from 1060 to 1069, praises
the archbishop for his work in the diocese but is silent about Beverley in
his time.3 Writing at York minster around 1127, Hugh the Chanter, 52,
refers to the canons of Beverley and their prebends as having the same
liberties and customs as the canons of York. In 1086 Domesday Book
treated the lands of the canons of St John in the same way as those of the
canons of St Peter, and we may guess that the two chapters were first
organized in individual prebends by Archbishop Thomas around the
same time, c. 1090 × 1093. A late medieval account copied in the
Provost’s Book, now East Riding RO, PE 129/150 (AD 1416), tells how
Archbishop Thomas came to institute his nephew Thomas as the first
provost of Beverley in 1092 (translated by Poulson, Beuerlac, ii. 522–3;
Leach, Memorials of Beverley, vol. i, p. xxxvii).4 Previous to this, the
canons were headed by a dean: a note added in the margin of a copy of

1 The render of thraves deserves study. See 0000, Regesta 1454 and note on Context.
One thrave from every plough in the diocese of York was assigned to the hospital of St
Peter in York, a render that had previously been paid to the canons of York minster.
2 D. M. Palliser, ‘The minster hypothesis: a case study’, Early Medieval Europe 5
(1996), 207–214.
3 The Life was edited from BL MS Cotton Faustina B. iv pt 1 (s. xiii, Holm Cultram),
by Raine, Historians of the Church of York, i. 239–260, and translated by S. E. Wilson,
The Life and After-Life of St John of Beverley (Aldershot, 2006); the Bollandist edition,
to which Raine refers, was derived from Douai, BM, MS 843 (s. xv), fols. 57v–68v.
The copy from Beverley in BL MS Add. 61901 (s. xiv) (formerly Phillipps 23875) has
not been used by editors but is described by Morris & Cambridge, ‘Beverley Minster
before the early thirteenth century’, 20–27.
4 The manuscript was described in some detail by Poulson, Beuerlac, ii. 520–21. In his
time it was in the possession of the Revd Joseph Coltman (1776–1837), perpetual
curate of Beverley, and he mentions that it is sometimes named the Register of Simon
Russell, the provost for whom it was made. Roger Dodsworth made extracts from the
book, now Bodl. MS Dodsworth 26 (SC 4168), fols. 103–145.
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the chronicle of John of Worcester refers to ‘Benedictus qui et Saxo
dicebatur’, who had been chaplain to Edith (d. 1075), widow of Edward
the Confessor; after her death, he became a canon of Beverley and dean
of the church until, at a later date, he was invited to Bury St Edmunds,
where he became a monk and at length prior. He died there c. 1095, and
some thirty years later, in the course of building-work at Bury, his body
was found to be incorrupt.5 Archbishop Thomas is also said to have
placed a provost over the canons at York, but by the 1090s the title had
there reverted to decanus.

Twelfth-century sources fill out an elaborate early history of the
church from its supposed refoundation by King Athelstan.6 This is
discussed in connexion with the thraves due by ancient custom to the
church of Beverley, concerning which the canons obtained a writ from
King Henry I (000, Regesta 1454). The references in a mid-twelfth-
century history of the archbishops, printed by Raine, Historians of the
Church of York, ii. 353, to the building of the canons’ refectory and
dormitory by Archbishop Aelfric, the completion of a crossing tower by
Archbishop Cynesige, and the replacement of the east end of the church,
dedicated in honour of St John the Evangelist, by Archbishop Ealdred
cannot be relied on, as discussed in the headnote to York Minster. In the
middle of this account of building-work the writer says, ‘Siquidem sicut
intra ecclesiam ita intra refectorium, et sicut intra atrium ita infra
claustrum refectorii pacis securitatem et uiolate pacis emendationem
confirmauit’. Nothing of the kind is said in the description of the six
zones of the pax ecclesiae sancti Iohannis in the short tract by Alfred the
sacrist, Libertates ecclesiae sancti Iohannis, written in the time of King
Stephen.7 The history appears rather to garble what is said in Libertates

5 Bodl. MS Bodley 297, 1131 × 1143, copied at Worcester for Bury St Edmunds;
Memorials of St Edmund, i. 351; John of Worcester, iii. 315–16.
6 R. Horrox is surely correct in saying that privileges developed over a long period
were ‘retrospectively credited to a single royal benefactor for the sake of the prestige
and security conferred by such a founder’ (‘Medieval Beverley’, VCH Yorks ER, vi. 3).
There is no surviving reference to Athelstan as founder before the time of King Stephen
(R. K. Morris & E. Cambridge, ‘Beverley minster before the early thirteenth century’,
in Medieval Art and Architecture in the East Riding of Yorkshire, BAA Trans (1989),
9–32, at pp. 11–12).
7 This interesting tract was printed from a seventeenth-century transcript, BL MS
Harley 560, by Temple Chevallier in Sanctuarium Dunelmense et Sanctuarium
Beuerlacense, Surtees Society 5 (1837), 97–107. Leach refers to the better transcript in
BL MS Cotton Otho C. xvi, but neither of them had access to the fourteenth-century
copy appended to Folcard’s Life of St John in BL MS Add. 61901 (s. xiv) (formerly
Phillipps 23875; Davis 49), fols. 60v–69r.
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about the sanctuary-seeker’s entitlement to food in the refectory and a
bed in the dormitory or ‘infra curiam refectorii in aliqua domo’, itself a
revealing indication that there were various lodgings arranged around the
courtyard of the refectory. The written sources say nothing about the
nave, but John Bilson, of Hull, architect and antiquary, deduced from
reused arches visible at the back of the triforium that the nave was rebuilt
in the early twelfth century.8 Recent archaeological work has confirmed
this supposition that the nave was reconstructed in the twelfth century,
but there is little to help with dating. Bilson’s four reused arches in the
nave remain the basis for a date before the middle of the century.9

The charter rolls have preserved in multiple copies acts of
Edward the Confessor (S 1067; Harmer 7), William I (W1/31), Henry I
(H1/000), Stephen (Ste/99), Henry II (H2/223), John, and Edward I
(CalCh, iii. 140–42). The writ of Edward the Confessor authorizes
Archbishop Ealdred to draw up a priuilegium concerning ‘the lands that
belong to St John’s minster at Beverley’ and orders that the minster shall
be as free as any other minster (S 1067; Harmer 7); this is renewed by
William I through two distinct writs, one of them preserved in Old
English and in Latin (W1/31), the other in Latin only (W1/32). The Latin
text in all three cases has come down to us among the priuilegia
following on as an appendix or continuation of Alfred the sacrist’s tract
in BL MS Add. 61901.

From William II’s reign nothing has been found apart from the
references to a lost document presented to Henry I and Stephen, which in
King Henry’s time was regarded as a charter of William II and distinct
from the extant act of William I.

G. Poulson, Beuerlac; or, The Antiquities and History of the town of Beverley
(Beverley: G. Scaum, 1829); George Oliver, The History and Antiquities of the Town
and Minster of Beverley (Beverley: M. Turner, 1829); A. F. Leach, Memorials of
Beverley Minster: The Chapter Act Book of the Collegiate Church of S. John of
Beverley, AD 1286–1347, Surtees Society 98, 108 (1898–1903); R. K. Morris & E.
Cambridge, ‘Beverley minster before the early thirteenth century’, in Medieval Art and
Architecture in the East Riding of Yorkshire, BAA Trans (1989), 9–32; R. T. W.
McDermid, Beverley Minster Fasti, YAS Record Series 149 (1993); D. M. Palliser,
‘The minster hypothesis: a case study’, Early Medieval Europe 5 (1996), 207–214; S.

8 J. Bilson, ‘Beverley minster’, Architectural Review 3 (1897–8), 197–205 (at p. 198):
‘It is tolerably certain, however, that the nave was partly or wholly rebuilt early in the
twelfth century, for at the back of the triforium on both sides of the existing nave we
find stonework of this period re-used by the fourteenth century builders’.
9 M. S. Johnson, ‘New light on the development of Beverley minster’, Journal of the
British Archaeological Association 166 (2013), 31–50 (at p. 48).
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E. Wilson, The Life and After-Life of St John of Beverley (Aldershot, 2006) [translating
the Life and Miracles, largely from Raine’s text]; T. B. Lambert, ‘Spiritual protection
and secular power: the evolution of sanctuary and legal privilege in Ripon and
Beverley, 900–1300’, in Peace and Protection in the Middle Ages, ed. D. W. Rollason
& T. B. Lambert (Toronto, 2009), 121–140; D. A. Woodman, Charters of Northern
Houses, Anglo-Saxon Charters 16 (2012), 171–225.

00 Lost act confirming the customs, liberties and dignities
of the church of St John of Beverley. 1087 × 1100

SOURCE: Charter of Henry I (H1/000, Regesta 1756), surviving as an original (BL
Lansdowne Ch. 193) in the hand of scriptor xiv (Bishop 389); also in a collection of
charters for Beverley minster, assembled in the twelfth century by Alfred the sacrist and
known from a later copy, BL MS Add. 61901 (s. xiv), fol. 72r.
PRINTED: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, i. 93 (no. 98).
CALENDAR: Not in Regesta.

H(enricus) rex Angl(orum) E(ustachio) filio Iohannis et W(altero) Espec
et baronibus et omnibus fidelibus suis francis et anglis de Eboracsira
salutem. Precipio quod ecclesia sancti Iohannis de Beuerlaco habeat
omnes consuetudines et libertates suas in omnibus rebus et omnes
dignitates suas, ita bene et plene et honorifice sicut ecclesia predicta
umquam melius et honorificentius habuit et tenuit tempore regis
Eadwardi et tempore patris mei Willelmi et fratris mei et meo postea, et
sicut carte istorum regum predecessorum meorum testificantur. T(este)
G(alfrido) cancell(ario). Apud Oxineford’.

Henry king of the English to Eustace fitz John and Walter Espec and his barons and all
sworn men French and English of Yorkshire greeting. I command that the church of St
John of Beverley shall have all its customs and liberties in all things and all its dignities
as well and fully and honourably, just as the foresaid church ever well and honourably
had and held in King Edward’s time and my father William’s time and my brother’s
and mine afterwards, and just as the charters of those kings my predecessors testify.
Witness Geoffrey the chancellor. At Oxford.

SOURCE: Charter of Stephen (Ste/99), surviving as an original, Beverley, East Riding
RO, BC/i/2, in the hand of scriptor xiii (Bishop 38), and copied in the Charter Roll 4
Edward II, mem. 30 (CalCh, iii. 140–41) [and later copies as listed for H1/000, Regesta
1112].
PRINTED: G. Poulson, Beuerlac; or, The Antiquities and History of the town of Beverley
(Beverley, 1829), ii. 525–6 (in English); A. F. Leach, Memorials of Beverley Minster,
Surtees Society 98, 108 (1898–1903), ii. 288–9; CalCh, iii. 140; Farrer, Early Yorkshire
Charters, i. 94 (no. 99); Regesta, iii. 36 (no. 99).
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Stephanus rex Anglorum archiepiscopis episcopis abbatibus
uicecomitibus et omnibus fidelibus suis totius Anglie salutem. Presentis
carte attestatione confirmo ecclesie sancti Iohannis de Beuerlaco pacem
suam infra leugam suam et eiusdem uiolate pacis emendationem sicut est
a rege Alestano ipsi ecclesie collata et a ceteris Anglorum regibus
confirmata; priuilegia quoque et dona que a regibus Edwardo et auo meo
Willelmo consecuta est et libertates omnes et consuetudines et dignitates
et rectitudines [. . .] Et uolo et firmiter precipio quod ipsa ecclesia ita
teneat bene et in pace et honorifice et plenarie in omnibus rebus, in bosco
et plano, in pratis et pasturis, in terris, in aquis, in nauibus et portubus et
omnibus aliis rebus, sicut ipsa umquam melius et plenius et honorabilius
et liberius tenuit tempore regis Edwardi et Willelmi aui mei et
auunculorum meorum regum Willelmi et Henrici, et sicut eorumdem
carte regum testantur. Hec confirmo et regia auctoritate [. . .]

Stephen king of the English to archbishops bishops abbots sheriffs and all his sworn
men of all England greeting. By the attestation of the present charter I confirm to the
church of St John of Beverley its peace within its league and compensation when its
peace has been violated, just as was conferred on that church by King Athelstan and
confirmed by other kings of the English; also the privileges and gifts that it gained from
King Edward and my grandfather William and all the liberties and customs and
dignities and rights . . . And I will and firmly command that this church shall hold as
well and in peace and honourably and fully in all things, in wood and field, in meadows
and pastures, in lands, in waters, in ships and ports and all other things, just as it ever
well and fully and honourably and freely held in the time of King Edward and of my
grandfather William and of my uncles William and Henry, and just as the charters of
these kings testify. These things I confirm and by royal authority . . .

DATE: Datable only to William II’s reign, though it may be presumed to be the renewal
of privileges that would be obtained early in the reign.
CONTEXT: Henry I’s writ presumably refers to the extant acts of King Edward and King
William I. Its wording implies that a charter of King William II had also been
produced. King Stephen’s confirmation implies that charters of all three and of King
Henry had been produced. The act of King Henry may have been this one, which is not
a charter renewing the customs and liberties so much as a writ to assist in their
enforcement.


