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WILLIAM FITZ ULF

Soke tenant in Pocklington (Yorks ER)

Archive of the Dacre family

The writ-charter for William fitz Ulf printed below confirmed to him
Fangfoss, Grimthorpe, Meltonby, and Givendale, all in the soke of
Pocklington in 1086. William fitz Ulf was living in the reign of Stephen,
from whom he had a very similar writ-charter (Ste/319). If there was a
writ-charter of Henry II, it has not survived, but Richard I confirmed the
estates to Ralph fitz Ralph in 1189. Ralph was doubtless a relation,
though perhaps not a direct descendant, of William fitz Ulf. The charters
and the estates passed by inheritance to the Greystoke family. In 1392
another Ralph, baron of Greystoke, had Richard I’s charter for Ralph fitz
Ralph confirmed by Richard II (CalPat 1391–96, 190). The writ-charter
of Stephen is known only from an antiquary’s transcripts and notes of
charters, made from the archive of the Dacre family in the 1590s. The
Dacres had succeded to the Greystoke estates. These transcripts, and
their derivatives, are discussed in the headnote for Forn Sigulfsson. The
unknown antiquary made an abbreviated copy of Henry I’s charter
below; a fuller transcription appears among other royal charters in the
sixteenth-century ‘Rentale baroniae de Gilsland’, also discussed in the
headnote for Forn Sigulfsson.
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Domesday Book makes no reference to the tenants who held in the royal
manor of Pocklington and its soke, and nothing can be said with
certainty of Ulf, father of William. In 1778 the herald J. C. Brooke
identified him as ‘Ulf comes’, who gave much land to the minster in
York, and with Ulf, remembered in a Saxon inscription as the founder of
Aldbrough church in Holderness and named as the 1065 tenant of
Aldbrough in Domesday (Brooke, ‘Illustration of a Saxon inscription’,
pedigree at pp. 40–41). Camden calls the minster’s benefactor Ulf son of
Thorald, and repeats the tale that he gave all his lands to the minster to
prevent discord between his sons. The elephant’s tusk drinking horn, still
in the York treasury, was a token of this gift (Camden, Britannia, ed.
1695, col. 720). The list of lands in the wapentake of Harthill given by
Ulf to the minster, made in 1284–5, includes three carucates in
Givendale, mentioned in the present act, and Millington, also soke of
Pocklington in 1086 (Skaife, Kirkby’s Inquest, 92). It is likely that it was
William’s father who gave his name to Ulfsthorpe, now Ousethorpe, a
mile north of Pocklington, where the family held land in 1219. But Ulf
was a common name, and the connection, if any, between William fitz
Ulf and the enigmatic Ulf Thoraldsson remains obscure.

William fitz Ulf may well be the man of that name who appears
as one of the county jurors of Yorkshire in an inquest held at York on 10
July 1106 (A. F. Leach, Visitations and Memorials of Southwell Minster,
Camden new ser. 48 (1891), 191–2; English Lawsuits, i. 139, 143, no.
172; discussed in the note to 0000, Regesta 1083 for York minster).
Stephen’s writ-charter for him (Ste/319) cannot be dated more closely
than 1136 × 1154. In 1143 × 1153, while Robert was dean of York and
Hugh du Puiset treasurer, the dean and chapter confirmed that ‘ten years
before the death of King Henry’ William fitz Ulf had given four bovates
of his fee in Givendale to Hexham priory; later, apparently at the time of
Robert’s deed, William had confirmed the gift by laying a knife and a
coin on the altar at York minster in the presence of the dean and chapter
of York and the prior and a canon of Hexham (Farrer, Early Yorkshire
Charters, i. 349, no. 450). According to an inquisition of 1279 × 1281
the prior of the Hospitallers of St John was holding ten bovates in
Fangfoss by gift of William fitz Ulf ‘in the time of old King Henry’
(English, Yorkshire Hundred and Quo Warranto Rolls, 146). William
was probably dead when Savary, abbot of St Mary’s, York 1138–c.
1161, gave Walter fitz Fagenulf a life tenancy in ‘the two acres
belonging to Fulford behind the hedge of Bretgate which William son of
Ulf held of us’ (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, i. 248, no. 325).
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J. C. Brooke, ‘An illustration of a Saxon inscription remaining in the church of
Aldbrough, in Holdernesse, in the East-Riding of the county of York, in a letter
addressed to the Reverend Owen Manning, of Godelming, in Surry [. . .] by John
Charles Brooke, Esq. Somerset Herald F.S.A.’, Archaeologia 6 (Jan 1782), 39–53; H.
Howard, Indication of Memorials, Monuments, Paintings, and Engravings of Persons
of the Howard Family, and of their Wives and Children, and of those who have married
Ladies of the Name, and of the Representatives of some of its Branches now extinct
(Corby Castle, 1834[–6]), handwritten pagination only; Robert Davis, ‘Grimthorpe, a
monograph, offered as a contribution to the general history and topography of the East
Riding of Yorkshire’, YAJ 2 (1873), 195–214.

1 Writ-charter granting in fee to William fitz Ulf his land
of Fangfoss, (Grim)thorpe, Meltonby, and (Great)
Givendale. January 1121 × September 1130, probably
late summer × December 1122

ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPTS: Carlisle RO, Howard of Naworth Papers, DHN/C/201/7
(‘Rentale baroniae de Gilsland’, s. xvi), formerly Durham University Library, HNP
C201/7, fol. 42v [B, from original]; Bodl. MS Rawlinson B. 283, p. 84, now fol. 44v (c.
1600) [C]; BL MS Stowe 763, fol. 37v (s. xvii) [D]; London, College of Arms, MS
Vincent 59, p. 276 (s. xvii) [E].
PRINTED: Brooke, ‘Illustration of a Saxon inscription’, 49 [from E, described as ‘a copy
of the original, remaining in the time of Queen Elizabeth, with the royal seal appendant,
amongst the evidences of the lords Dacre of the north’]; Howard, Indication of
Memorials, p. 66, app. xi. F. 2 [from Brooke]; Davis, ‘Grimthorpe’, 196 [from Brooke];
Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, i. 348 (no. 449) [from Brooke].
CALENDAR: Farrer 482; Regesta 1326.

H(enricus) rex Angl(orum) archiepiscopo Ebor(a)c’ et
aiustic<ie>b et uicecomiti et omnibus baronibus suis et
fidelibus de Eboraci scira salutema. Sciatis me concessisse
Willelmo filio Vlfi et heredibus suis cpost eumc in feodo et
hereditate terram suam de Fangefokd et de Torp et de
Meltenebia et de Geueldala tenendam de me pro IIII libris
inde reddend<is>e mihi per annum. fEt uolo et firmiter
precipio ut ipse Willelmus et heredes sui post eum teneant eas
bene et in pace et honorifice.f T(estibus) Rotb(erto) de
Ferrariis et Waltero Espec et Rogero de Valoniis et Fornone
filio Siulfi. Apud Notinggham.
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a–a etc. CDE b iusticiar’ B c–c post eum BCD ] post mortem eius E
d sic B ] Fangefoss C ] Fangefosse D ] Fangefos E e reddendo BCD ] redd’ E
f–f om. CDE

Henry king of the English to the archbishop of York the justice and the sheriff and all
his barons and sworn men of Yorkshire greeting. Know that I have granted to William
fitz Ulf and his heirs after him in fee and inheritance his land of Fangfoss and of
Thorpe and of Meltonby and of Givendale to hold of me for £4 rendered to me
annually. And I will and firmly command that William and his heirs after him shall hold
them well and in peace and honourably. Witness Robert de Ferrers and Walter Espec
and Roger de Valognes and Forn Sigulfsson. At Nottingham.

DATE: Before the death of Forn Sigulfsson, so not after 1130. Not one of the
approximately thirty acts of Henry I witnessed by or addressed to Walter Espec can
definitely be dated to before the king’s resumption of business at Epiphany 1121, after
his four year absence in Normandy and the death of his son William Aetheling in
November 1120. A terminus ad quem of 1125 cannot be assumed from the deed of
Robert, dean of York, stating that William had granted land in Givendale ‘annis decem
ante mortem regis Henrici’ (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, i. 349, no. 450), first
because the ‘ten years’ may be an estimate only, and second because William appears
to have been in possession of the land when the present writ-charter was given. Farrer,
followed by the editors of Regesta, assigned the act to 1122, the only time the king is
known to have visited the north within the possible limits of date. He was at York
‘after Michaelmas’, then travelled further north. He was again in York on 6 December
and spent Christmas at Dunstable.
ADDRESS: Shire court of Yorkshire.
WITNESS: Robert de Ferrers, Walter Espec, Roger de Valognes, Forn Sigulfsson. The
attestation of Walter Espec and Forn Sigulfsson may reflect their northern interests and
duties.
PLACE: Nottingham.
CONTEXT: On of the earliest examples of a writ-charter of feoffment. All four estates
were in the soke of the demesne manor of Pocklington in 1086 (DB, i. 299c, 381d;
Yorks §§ 1. Y10, SE Wa4, SE P1). The table shows their extent in Domesday, in the
royal confirmations, and at the inquisition of 1219.

Domesday Henry I Stephen Richard I 1219
Fangfoss 8 ct unstated unstated 4 ct 5 bv 5 ct 2 bv
Meltonby 8 ct unstated unstated 3 ct 6 ct
Givendale 8 ct unstated unstated 1 ct 6 bv 1 ct 4 bv
Grimthorpe 4 ct unstated unstated 3 ct 4 ct
Ousethorpe 3 ct 1 bv
Bielby 3 ct 4 bv
Bishop of
Durham’s fee

4 ct 6 bv

Annual rent £4 £4 £3 12s £4 8s 7d
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Ralph fitz Ralph [of Grimthorpe] held these lands in the later twelfth century. On 1
December 1189 Richard I granted and confirmed to him the four estates, specifying the
carucage of each (CalPat 1391–1396, 190–91; Landon, Itinerary of Richard I, no. 167).
Ralph fitz Ralph’s mother was Emma of Tees (Teisa), a daughter of Waldef or
Waltheof of Hepple in Northumberland and Hurworth in county Durham. For the
family, see VCH Durham, iii. 286b, 290; NCH, xv. 382; PR 6 John, 41, 44. Emma was
the founder of the nunnery at Neasham in Hurworth, to which with the consent of her
son Ralph she gave a carucate of land in Neasham, which was confirmed by Adrian IV
in February 1157 (Holtzmann, i. 317–19, no. 67) and by Henry II in 1157 × 1166,
possibly 1158 (H2/1893). Ralph son of Ralph’s deed confirming his mother’s gift of the
carucate and the site of the nunnery was witnessed by Hugh, bishop of Durham
(Surtees, Durham, iii. 258). Deeds copied from the Dacre archive at the same time as
Henry I’s charter show that Ralph fitz Ralph was married by 1168 to a daughter of
William Bassett, son of Reginald Bassett, through whom he acquired the manor of
Thorpe Bassett, held of St Albans abbey (Bodl. MS Rawlinson B. 283, fol. 38v), which
descended through his son William with the rest of his estates; and that Ralph fitz
Ralph was William Bassett’s heir, at least in Riston (ibid. fol. 38r). In 1198 Ralph’s
widow Emma, almost certainly a second wife, was disputing her dower in Neasham,
Grimthorpe, Fangfoss, Givendale (printed as ‘Senedal’, surely ‘Geuedal’) and
elsewhere with Ralph’s son William (RCR, i. 145). William fitz Ralph was dead in
1219, when an inquisition listed his lands and found that his son and heir ought to be in
the king’s custody (Fees, 246). The descent from Ralph fitz Ralph through the lords of
Greystoke to the Dacres and then the Howards of Naworth is well established. For
details see Davis, ‘Grimthorpe’, passim; Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, i. 348–50;
Complete Peerage, v. 513–18 (FitzWilliam); ibid. vi. 188–201 (Greystoke); Sanders,
English Baronies, 50; Clay, Early Yorkshire Families, 38–9.

The relationship between William fitz Ulf and Ralph fitz Ralph, however, has
not been ascertained. Farrer and others have postulated that Ralph fitz William, who
owed 8s in Yorkshire in 1130 (PR 30 Henry I, 34), was the son and successor of
William fitz Ulf, but this is unlikely, as William survived into the reign of Stephen. A
writ of Henry II addressed to ‘her(edibus) filii Willelmi Ulfi’ commanded them to
permit the prior and canons of Hexham to hold their four bovates in Givendale in peace
(H2/1284; Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, i. 350, no. 451, datable 1157 × 1172), so it
appears that William was succeeded by a son, whose name is not known, and who died
in the first half of the reign of Henry II. The heirs mentioned in the writ may have
descended from a brother of William named Robert. In 1212 William fitz Ralph was
called to warrant the prior of the Hospitallers’ property in Fangfoss and Meltonby. The
prior’s attorney showed a deed of Robert fitz Ulf, William fitz Ralph’s predecessor,
whose heir William was (CRR, vi. 361). But an inquisition of 1279 × 1281 concluded
that the Hospitallers held by gift of William fitz Ulf (see Headnote).


