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RALPH FITZ ULVIET

Tenant in York

The writ below instructs the sheriff of York that Ralph fitz Ulviet should
have his land and houses in York as his grandfather Forn held them. It
survives only as a partial transcript, made by an unknown antiquary c.
1600, from an original in the Dacre family archive. For this transcript,
and its derivatives, see the Headnote for Forn Sigulfsson. The presence
of the charter in that archive, alongside acts for Forn Sigulfsson and
Forn’s son Ivo, ancestors of the Greystoke and Dacre families, persuaded
the antiquary that the two Forns were the same, and so he placed Ralph
and Ulviet in his Greystoke pedigree (Bodl. MS Rawlinson B. 283, fol.
45v). But the two men were almost certainly of different generations,
and there is no evidence to connect Ralph fitz Ulviet with Forn
Sigulfsson. It is likely that the charter came to the Dacre archive through
antiquarian hands, not long before its transcription, in the mistaken belief
that it belonged there. It may perhaps have been in the same archive as
the deed of Ralph fitz Ralph fitz Ulviet, mentioned below, which had
found its way into the collection of the herald and genealogist Sir
William le Neve (c. 1592–1661). But the descent of the lands held by
Ulviet and his sons is obscure, and we do not know where the two
documents were kept in previous centuries.

Ralph’s grandfather Forn was apparently the man of that name
who held in York and the East Riding in 1065. In the Domesday
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description of York it is stated that ‘Odo the crossbowman has three
dwellings, Forn’s and Orm’s, one lodging house, Eilaf’s, and one
church’ (DB, i. 298b; § C17). The Domesday entry for Odo the
crossbowman lists no subtenants, but the three men who held his land in
1065 are named as Forn, Orm, and Gamall. Forn’s manors were in
Bugthorpe, Barthorpe, Fridaythorpe, Scradiztorp, Swaythorpe,
Skirpenbeck and Kilham (DB, i. 329d; § 26). Ulviet Fornason, who
occurs in York early in the twelfth century, provides the link between
Forn and Ralph. ‘Ulvet filium Fornonis, hereditario iure lagaman
ciuitatis quod latine potest dici legis lator uel iudex, et tunc quibus fuit
prefectus qui coram ita disseruit’ is named twelfth in the list of
‘prudentissimos Anglos’ of York who were summoned to give testimony
as to the liberties of the church of York in 1106: he acts as spokesman
for the jury. The text was printed from the Liber Albus of Southwell
minster by A. F. Leach, Visitations and Memorials of Southwell Minster,
Camden new ser. 48 (1891), 191–2; also printed by Caenegen, English
Lawsuits, i. 139, 143, no. 172; it is discussed in the note to 0000, Regesta
1083 for York minster. The well-informed but fabricated general
confirmation in the name of Henry I for St Mary’s, York, of apparent
date 1115 × 1116, includes ‘Vlf Fornasuna j. carrucatam terrae in
Scerpingbec’ (Sharpe, St Mary’s Abbey, H1 § 43). Ulf Fornason does not
otherwise appear and must surely be a mistake for Ulviet, i.e. Wulfgeat
in standard West Saxon. It seems Ulviet was able to retain something of
his father’s pre-Conquest possessions in York and Skirpenbeck as an
undertenant of Odo the crossbowman.

Thomas de Everwic filius Ulvieti, who proffered one hunting-dog
in 1129–30 so that he might be alderman of the gild merchant in York
(PR 31 Henry I, 34), may have been brother of Ralph. He witnesses two
deeds of 1148 × 1154 concerning Heslington in York: in one he is
described as filius Ulviet and in the other de Ultra Usam (Carpenter, Ctl.
York St Leonard, Rawlinson, R501, R503). An original deed of William
count of Aumale giving him six carucates in Bonwick (Yorks ER), for
the service of half a knight, was printed by Clay with detailed notes on
Thomas fitz Ulviet and the subsequent tenants (C. T. Clay, ‘A
Holderness charter of William count of Aumale’, YAJ 39 (1958), 339–
42). Clay shows that in 1205 the widow of Thomas son of Thomas de
Ultra Usam claimed dower in several places in the neighbourhood of
Skirpenbeck. This suggests that the Thomas filius Wilnoth, who with
Peter fitz Grent and Serlo of Youlthorpe held a knight’s fee of Amfrey
de Chauncy in 1166, should more properly be Thomas filius Wilueth.
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Amfrey had inherited a share of the estates of Odo the crossbowman in
the East Riding (RBE, i. 426; Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, ii. 175,
no. 833), and so this tenancy too may be a vestige of Forn’s holdings of
1065. Farrer did not trace the subsequent tenure of the fee, remarking
that ‘the descent of the fees held of Amfrey de Chauncy is difficult to
follow’ (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, ii. 177).

In 1154 × 1163 Hugh du Puiset, bishop of Durham, granted three
carucates of land in Hotham (Yorks) to Ralph fitz Ralph fitz Ulviet
(Ulfwet), presumably the son of the beneficiary of Henry’s writ. The
bishop’s deed is witnessed by Thomas fitz Ulviet (Ulfwet) and his sons
Thomas and Adam (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, ii. 301, no. 971;
Hatton’s Book of Seals, 210, no. 304; Snape, EEA 24 Durham 1153–
1195, 100–101, no. 118). The three carucates were soke of the bishop’s
manor of Welton in 1086 (DB, i. 304c; § 3. Y1). Once again, the descent
of the tenancy is obscure.

1 Writ instructing the sheriff of York that Ralph fitz
Ulviet shall have his land and houses in York as his
grandfather Forn held them. 1115 × 26 August 1127

ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPTS: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 126, fol. 86v (copied by Roger
Dodsworth, 1585–1654) [B, from St Loe Kniveton ‘liber F’, ‘fo. 138’]; Bodl. MS
Rawlinson B. 283, p. 71, now fol. 38r (c. 1600) [C]; BL MS Stowe 763, fol. 32r (s.
xvii) [D]; London, College of Arms, MS Vincent 59, not checked (s. xvii) [E]; BL MS
Harley 5805, p. 369, now fol. 134r (s. xvii) [F].
PRINTED: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, i. 173 (no. 206) [from B]; P. R. D. Davison,
Saxon Survivors? The Bulmers, Thanes to Sheriffs and Knights, a continuing English
Identity (Guisborough, privately printed, 2007), p. 32 (in English) [from Regesta].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1621.

H(enricus) rex Angl<orum>a Ansch(etillo) uic(ecomiti)
Ebor(acensi) salutem. Precipio quod Rad(ulfus) filius Vluieti
teneat terram et domos suas inb Eboraco ita in pace et iuste et
honorifice et quiete sicut Forno auus eius tenuit die qua fuit
uiuus et mortuus [etc.] <. . .>. T(este) Nig(ello) de Albini.
Apud Westm(onasterium).

a om. B ] Angliae CDF b in B ] de CDF
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Henry king of the English to Ansketill sheriff of York greeting. I command that Ralph
fitz Ulviet shall have his land and houses in York in peace and justly and honourably
and quietly as his grandfather Forn held on the day when he was alive and dead [etc.]
<. . .>. Witness Nigel d’Aubigny. At Westminster.

DATE: After the appointment of Ansketill of Bulmer as sheriff of Yorkshire,
Michaelmas 1115; before the king’s crossing to Normandy on 26 August 1127 for the
last time before the retirement of Nigel d’Aubigny to Le Bec and his death there in
1129.
ADDRESS: To the sheriff of Yorkshire. Earlier in his career, Ansketill had attended the
inquest in York in 1106, acting as interpreter between the king’s commissioners and the
jurors of York whose spokesman was Ralph’s father Ulviet (see Headnote).
WITNESS: Nigel d’Aubigny, whose sole witness reflects his long-lasting position and
influence in Yorkshire.
PLACE: Westminster.
CONTEXT: The words omitted are crucial to the context, so why Ralph needed the writ is
uncertain. The reason why reference is made to the tenure of Ralph’s grandfather Forn,
rather than that of his father Ulviet, is also unclear.


