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GISBOROUGH PRIORY

Augustinian priory of St Mary

County of Yorkshire : Diocese of York
Founded c. 1119 × 1124

Gisborough priory, frequently ‘Gisburn’ in medieval charters, was
founded by Robert de Brus during the reign of Henry I. There is good
evidence that the priory had been established by the end of the
pontificate of Calixtus II (1119–1124). The priory’s foundation
deeds, which are of doubtful authenticity, say that Robert de Brus
established the monastery of canons ‘by the counsel and persuasion
of Pope Calixtus II and Thurstan archbishop of York’. A bull of
Calixtus survives, receiving the canons into his protection on their
petition made ‘through our venerable brother Thurstan archbishop of
York’. Even if the bull is a fabrication, a possibility allowed by
Farrer, it is improbable that the role of Calixtus should have been
entirely invented. Thurstan’s petition may have been made between
September 1119 and March 1120, when he was travelling with
Calixtus, or, more likely, in May 1124, when Thurstan visited the
pope in Rome. William, first prior of Gisborough, was a brother of
Robert de Brus the founder.1 He is first mentioned in connexion with

1 His surname is given in a calendar formerly belonging to the priory ‘Obitus
Willelmi Brus, primi prioris calend. Augusti’ (Ctl. Gisborough, ii. 39, citing a note
by Robert Glover printed in Collectanea Topographica et Genealogica 4 (1837),
261; F. Wormald, ‘A liturgical calendar from Guisborough priory, with some
obits’, YAJ 31 (1934), 5–35, at 20, 27–8). In 1535 the Valor refers to the giving out
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events at St Mary’s Abbey, York, in October 1132; he was with
Archbishop Thurstan when he intervened in the dispute between the
abbot and the prior, which was to lead to the foundation of Fountains
Abbey (Nicholl, Thurstan, 170–71).

The western three bays of the earliest stone church at
Gisborough have been excavated. They lie on the site of temporary
buildings, which housed the first canons, and show that the first
church lay slightly to the south of its successors. The church and
monastic buildings were rebuilt during the thirteenth century, but the
new church was itself destroyed by fire in 1289 (R. Gilyard-Beer,
Gisborough Priory (HMSO, 1981), 6–7; G. Coppack, Gisborough
Priory (English Heritage, 1993), 7, 16–17).

*

A cartulary for the priory, now BL MS Cotton Cleopatra D. ii (Davis
465) was compiled in the late thirteenth century and supplemented in
the early fourteenth. It commences with Brus’s two foundation
charters; various archiepiscopal and royal confirmations follow
including {1} and {2} below. The remainder of its contents mainly
relate to the priory’s possessions in Cleveland. It was edited for the
Surtees Society by William Brown, who appended many additional
documents from a variety of sources including Yorkshire assize rolls,
De banco rolls, Coram rege rolls, and other public records, the
Dodsworth manuscripts, and original charters in York, London and
Oxford. Another Gisborough cartulary (Davis 466) ‘which does not
appear to have been known to the editors of the last edition of
Dugdale’s Monasticon’ was in the possession of the antiquary
William Hamper (1776–1831), according to a statement made by
James Yates (1789–1871) at a meeting of the Royal Archaeological
Institute on 3 June 1868 (Archaeological Journal 25 (1868), 249).2

The muniments of Gisborough were among those taken to St
Mary’s tower in York after the Dissolution. An inventory of the
contents of the tower in 1610 lists ‘seven canvas bags, eight lockers
under a long table wherein are small evidences belonging to
Gisborough’ (B. A. English and R. W. Hoyle, ‘What was in St
Mary’s tower: an inventory of 1610’, YAJ 65 (1993), 91–4, at 93). It
is clear that a substantial number of deeds survived the explosion that
destroyed the tower in 1644. Shortly afterwards Roger Dodsworth

of alms at the obit of ‘William de Brus, brother of the foresaid founder, first prior’
(Valor Ecclesiasticus, v. 81b).
2 Many of Hamper’s manuscripts were destroyed when the Birmingham Reference
Library was burnt down in 1879 (W. P. Courtney, ‘Hamper, William’, ODNB).
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copied many of them, temporarily in his hands, into his so-called
‘Monasticon Boreale’ (Bodl. MS Dodsworth 7–8) and in MS
Dodsworth 95 he took abstracts from a dozen or so others. Some
three hundred Gisborough deeds were amongst those bundled up by
James Torre in the 1670s or 1680s, which were later transcribed by
John Burton (Bodl. MS Top. Yorks b. 14 (Torre’s catalogue)). The
hundred Yorkshire monastic charters in the Stowe collection (BL,
Stowe Chs. 414–514), some if not all of which were collected from
the rubble of the tower, include fifteen Gisborough deeds. How
Thomas West (1720?–1779), the Jesuit antiquary and writer, acquired
the purported diploma (000, Regesta 1582) has not been established.
After his death his papers, including more than 150 medieval deeds,
were kept in the library of St Mary’s catholic chapel, Hornby, until
they were deposited at Lancashire RO in Preston.

*

Only a dozen or so acts for Gisborough dating from before the mid-
twelfth century have survived, and the authenticity of most of those
has been challenged. Farrer dismissed Robert de Brus’s charters as
fabrications: ‘Strange to say, there is no record of any witnesses to
either of the founder’s charters . . . A charitable view of these
instruments is that they approximately describe the gifts made by the
founder during his later days, namely from 1129 to 1141. The
reference to Pope Calixtus, and his confirmation, may be genuine, or
they may be due to the unscrupulousness and diplomatic skill of the
archivists of the monastery during the reign of Henry II’. He was
perhaps unduly influenced by the foundation date of 1129 given by
the chronicler Walter of Guisborough (fl. c. 1290–c. 1305), writing
that ‘his reputation as a careful and judicious chronicler demands our
acceptance of this date’ (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, ii. 28). For
this reason Farrer doubted that Pope Calixtus could have had a role in
the foundation, and he was suspicious of any charters that mentioned
him. But Walter himself notes Calixtus’s contribution: ‘Eodem anno
fundata fuit domus nostra Gysseburne per Robertum de Bruys ex
consensu et confirmacione Calixti pape et Thurstini Eboracensis
archiepiscopi eciam ipsius regis Henrici’. Walter was confused about
the pontifical chronology of the period, as may be seen from the next
entry in his chronicle, which erroneously states that Calixtus died in
1130, and gives two years rather than five as the length of the
pontificate of Honorius II, his successor (H. Rothwell, The Chronicle
of Walter of Guisborough, previously edited as the Chronicle of
Walter of Hemingford or Hemingburgh, Camden 3rd ser. 89 (1957),
33–4).
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Nevertheless Robert de Brus’s two deeds, which are the first
in the cartulary (Ctl. Gisborough, i. 1–5, nos. 1–2), are very doubtful.
Their detailed description of the bounds of the Guisborough estate is
more suggestive of an attempt to head off disputes than of
authenticity. Both deeds end abruptly after the final confirmation, and
no witnesses are given. The minor differences between the two deeds
are indicative of tinkering and improvement. There are difficulties
too with the three acts of Archbishop Thurstan which follow
immediately in the cartulary (ibid. i. 5–6, nos. 3–5). All three are
without witnesses, and were judged ‘clearly spurious’ by Nicholl,
though Janet Burton found parallels with the texts of other acts of
Thurstan and allowed them to stand (Nicholl, Thurstan, 250n; EEA v
York 1070–1154, 44–5, nos. 48–50). Then follows a confirmation of
the grant of ‘Thurstan, our archbishop’ by the chapter of York,
addressed to Prior William, which does not mention the dean and is
again without witnesses. Next is Calixtus’s confirmation, which does
not immediately invite suspicion, and a confirmation by Robert the
dean and the chapter of York of the gifts of Archbishops Thurstan,
Henry and Roger (Ctl. Gisborough, i. 6–8, nos. 6–8). Then come
three deeds of Adam de Brus II and two of Peter de Brus I (ibid. i. 8–
12, nos. 8–13). These are more credible, and include witness lists.
The two acts of Henry I are next, 000, Regesta 1568 coming first; and
then the two acts of Henry II (H2/1217, 1218). Two further Brus
deeds, one of Peter I and another of Peter II, both with witnesses,
complete the section of foundation charters, and the cartulary
continues with a section containing deeds relating to property in the
vill of Guisborough (Ctl. Gisborough, i. 13–18, nos. 14–19). It will
be noted there is no confirmation by Adam de Brus I, son of the
founder Robert de Brus I. As Robert de Brus died in 1141 or 1142,
and Adam de Brus not long afterwards, probably in 1143 or 1144
(Blakely, Brus Family, 32n), there was not much time for him to
issue a confirmation, and indeed only two deeds of Adam de Brus I
were known to Blakely, one in favour of the nunnery of Hutton
Lowcross and the other for the abbey of Saint-Sauveur-le-Vicomte
(ibid. 204). Adam’s son and heir Adam de Brus II was apparently
underage at his father’s death and he did not achieve full age until
early in the reign of Henry II: there is evidence that while underage
he was in the household of Count William of Aumale, his maternal
uncle (ibid. 34).

Here perhaps we have an explanation for the forgery of
Gisborough’s foundation charters. It is well known that Henry II
came to Yorkshire in 1155 to recover Crown land given away by
King Stephen, and that the Count of Aumale came under particular
pressure to return estates (William of Newburgh, Historia rerum
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Anglicarum, II 2, ed. Howlett, i. 103–4). If the canons feared their
charters of foundation were insufficient to protect their interests,
there was no prospect of a remedial confirmation by Adam de Brus II
until he was of age, and in the meantime his wardship and lands, held
in chief, may have been in the king’s hands. The fabrication of an
array of foundation charters might have facilitated not just the
provision of Henry II’s first confirmation but also the later
confirmation of Adam de Brus II which closely follows the text of the
deeds in the name of his grandfather Robert (Farrer, Early Yorkshire
Charters, ii. 8–11, no. 659).

*

The two versions of Henry I’s act for Gisborough differ only slightly.
The first version is presented as a diploma, with the initial words ‘In
nomine sancte et indiuidue trinitatis’ and the signa of those
witnessing. The second version is a charter, with a different set of
witnesses and some variations in the description of Brus’s gifts. The
texts are otherwise almost identical. The script of the surviving
original of the diploma has been assigned to a period later than its
apparent date, and both acts must surely be fabrications.

The second version served as the basis for Henry II’s first
confirmation to Gisborough (H2/1217), datable 1155 × 1158, which
after omitting the arenga follows the earlier text almost word for
word. Henry II’s confirmation does not mention the charter of
Henry I, instead confirming Brus’s gifts to the canons ‘sicut . . .
tenuerunt tempore regis H(enrici) aui mei’. Despite the use of 000,
Regesta 1568 as precedent for the confirmation of Henry II, it was
000, Regesta 1582 that was confirmed with other royal charters in an
inspeximus ‘on the information of the earl of Northumberland’,
Henry Percy, in February 1401 (CalCh, v. 414). The copy of the act
on the charter roll, C53/172, reproduces the distribution of the crosses
of the witnesses. Dodsworth apparently took notes from the original,
probably then in St Mary’s tower. The second act was not presented
for confirmation after the reign of Henry II and survives only through
the transcript in the cartulary.

The two versions of Robert de Brus’s deed of foundation
specifically exclude ‘haia’ and ‘Asadala’ from the gift of
Guisborough, and go on to give detailed bounds of the land. They
also confirm seven gifts made by Brus’s men. Henry II’s second
confirmation to Gisborough (H2/1218), datable 1177 × 1189, notes
Brus’s exclusion of ‘haia’ and ‘Asedala’, whilst omitting the detailed
bounds, and includes many gifts by other donors, including some of
those confirmed in Brus’s deeds. Farrer took the absence of any
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mention of ‘haia’ and ‘Asedala’ from Henry II’s first confirmation to
indicate that Brus’s foundation charters must have been fabricated
after 1155 × 1158 and before 1177 × 1189, but it is doubtful whether
we know enough for that deduction to be secure.

1† Purported diploma confirming the gifts of Robert de
Brus.

ORIGINAL: Preston, Lancashire RO, RCHY/3/6/1 (formerly at Hornby Chapel near
Lancaster, in the collection formed by Father Thomas West) (not seen by Bishop)
[A]; parchment and cloth seal bag, seal gone; script identified by Teresa Webber as
‘s. xiimed or s. xii2’.
CHANCERY ENROLMENT: Charter Roll 2 Henry IV, pt 2, C53/172, no. 7, mem. 15,
inspeximus dated 15 February 1401 (CalCh, v. 413–4) [B]; Patent Roll 2 Henry V,
pt 1, C66/394, mems. 5–4, inspeximus dated 5 July 1414 (CalPat 1413–1416, 218)
[from inspeximus of 2 Henry IV]; Confirmation Roll 7 Henry VIII, pt 1, C56/51,
no. 17, mems. 3–4, inspeximus dated 26 July 1515 [from inspeximus of 2 Henry V]
(Ctl. Gisborough, i. 135–41, no. 235A).
CHANCERY ENGROSSMENT: North Yorkshire RO, Chaloner of Guisborough papers,
ZFM (MIC 3304/55), inspeximus of 7 Henry VIII.
CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Cleopatra D. ii (Gisborough cartulary, s. xiii2),
fol. 113v (‘Alia confirmatio Henrici regis Anglorum’) [C].
LOCAL COPY: The charter is the first of fourteen royal acts copied in a supplication
to Henry IV, which served as a draft of his inspeximus, North Yorkshire RO,
Chaloner of Guisborough papers, ZFM (MIC 3304/55) (John Walker Ord, The
History and Antiquities of Cleveland, comprising the wapentake of East and West
Langbargh (London, 1846), 573–4).
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPTS: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 116 (Liber A), fol. 63r (copied
by Roger Dodsworth, 1585–1654), a few lines only, with additions from other
documents [source not indicated, but possibly from A when in St Mary’s tower];
Bodl. MS Dodsworth 9, fol. 134v [from ‘B. fo. 63’ in error for ‘A. fo. 63’, i.e.
Dodsworth 116].
PRINTED: John Walker Ord, The History and Antiquities of Cleveland, comprising
the wapentake of East and West Langbargh (London, 1846), 569 (in English) [from
inspeximus of 7 Henry VIII]; Brown, Ctl. Gisborough, i. 14 (no. 15) [from C and
Confirmation Roll 7 Henry VIII]; CalCh, v. 413–4 [from B]; Farrer, Early
Yorkshire Charters, ii. 27–9 (no. 671) [from A and Ctl. Gisborough].
CALENDAR: Farrer 642; Regesta 1582.

+ In nomine sancte et indiuidue trinitatis. Quoniam regum
et principum munificentia in possessionibus creuerunt
ecclesie quę per orbem terrarum longe lateque diffuse sunt, 
in regno nostro de earum multiplicatione gaudemus, in
quibus augeatur religio et religiosorum numerus
multiplicetur, quorum precibus regni nostri stabilitas
muniatur et regni celestis aditus iusta petentibus
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misericorditer aperiatur. Ea propter ego Henricus dei
dispositione rex Anglorum, Willelmi magni regis filius, pro
salute anime mee et uxoris mee et antecessorum meorum
quicquid Robertus de Brus dedit ecclesie de Giseburh et
fratribus ibidem regulariter deo famulantibus, tam in
ecclesiis quam in terris, possessionibus et aliis redditibus,
ad honorem dei et sancte ecclesie concedo et regia
auctoritate confirmo, uidelicet [1] totam Giseb(urh) cum
omnibus ad eam pertinentibus in bosco et plano pascuis [[et
aq]]uis per eosdem terminos et metas per quas eam habuit
Rob(ertus) de Brus cum esset in manu sua et sicut in cart[[a
eius contin]]etur. Insuper et [2] molendina eiusdem uille
cum soca et molta et ne quis faciat molendina in parrochia
i[[lla abs]]que licentia et concessu canonicorum. Concedo
etiam eis et regia auctoritate confirmo [3] totam Lithum [4]

cum illa parte de Cotum que ad illum spectat cum ceteris
omnibus suis pertinentiis, et [5] decimam dominii sui de
Lithum, et omnes ecclesias de dominiis suis, uidelicet [6]

ecclesiam de Mersc, et [7] ecclesiam de Uplium, et [8]

ecclesiam de Burnus, et [9] ecclesiam de Danebi, et [10]

ecclesiam de Scheltun, et [11] ecclesiam de Staintun, et [12]

ecclesiam de Leuintun, et [13] ecclesiam de Hert, et [14]

ecclesiam de Strantun cum terris illarum et ceteris omnibus
que ad eas pertinent. Quare uolo et firmiter precipio ut
predicta ecclesia omnes tenuras suas bene et in pace, libere
et quiete et honorifice teneat et habeat in omnibus rebus
suis et locis cum omnibus libertatibus et liberis
consuetudinibus sicut aliqua abbatia melius et liberius tenet
in toto archiepiscopatu Eboracensi.
+ Signum Henrici regis.
+ Signum Turstini archiepiscopi.
+ Signum Gaufridi filii Pagani.
+ Signum Comitis de Ou.
+ Signum Willelmi de Vernun.
+ Signum W(illelmi) Camerarii de Tancaruilla.
+ Signum Roberti de Nouo burgo.
+ Signum Rogeri de Tooni.
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+ Signum Rabel’.
+ Signum Willelmi pincerne.

In the name of the holy and undivided Trinity. Since churches, which have been
spread far and wide throughout the world, have grown in possessions by the
generosity of kings and princes, we rejoice at their multiplication in our realm, in
which religion shall be increased and the number of religious shall be multiplied,
by whose prayers the steadfastness of our realm shall be strengthened and the
entrance of the heavenly realm shall be mercifully opened to those seeking what is
righteous. For that reason I Henry by God’s disposition king of the English, son of
King William the elder, for the salvation of my soul and those of my wife and my
predecessors grant and by royal authority confirm, for the honour of God and of
the holy church, whatever Robert de Brus has given to the church of Gisborough
and the brethren serving God there according to the rule, as well in churches as in
lands, possessions, and other rents, namely [1] all Guisborough with all things
pertaining to it, in wood and plain, pastures and waters, by the same bounds and
metes by which Robert de Brus had them when it was in his hand and just as is
contained in his charter. And in addition [2] the mills of the same vill with soke and
multure and none shall make mills in that parish without the licence and consent of
the canons. I also grant to them and confirm by royal authority [3] all
[Kirk]leatham [4] with that part of Coatham that belongs to it with all other of its
appurtenances, and [5] the tithe of his demesne of [Kirk]leatham, and all churches
of his demesnes, namely [6] the church of Marske [-by-the-Sea], and [7] the church
of Upleatham, and [8] the church of [Kirk]burn, and [9] the church of Danby and
[10] the church of Skelton [-in-Cleveland], and [11] the church of Stainton, and
[12] the church of [Kirk]leavington, and [13] the church of Hart, and [14] the
church of Stranton, with their lands and other things that pertain to them.
Wherefore I will and firmly command that the foresaid church shall hold and have
all its tenures well and in peace freely and quietly and honourably in all its things
and places with all liberties and free customs just as any abbey well and freely
holds in all the archdiocese of York.
+ Sign of King Henry.
+ Sign of Archbishop Thurstan.
+ Sign of Geoffrey fitz Pain.
+ Sign of Count of Eu.
+ Sign of William de Vernon
+ Sign of William chamberlain of Tancarville
+ Sign of Robert de Newburgh
+ Sign of Roger de Tosny
+ Sign of Rabel
+ Sign of William the butler

DATE: The apparent date is after Thurstan was nominated to the see of York in
1114; before the death of William de Tancarville before Michaelmas 1130.
ADDRESS: No address in diploma form.
WITNESS: Archbishop Thurstan; Geoffrey fitz Pain; Henry Count of Eu; William de
Vernon; William de Tancarville; Robert de Neubourg; Roger de Tosny; Rabel,
presumably the son and heir of William de Tancarville; and William (d’Aubigny)
Pincerna. The witness list is consistent with a date-range of 1114 × 1130.
CONTEXT: Of the places named, the entry for Robert de Brus in Domesday, an
addendum of uncertain date, includes Guisborough (1 carucate), Kirkburn (with
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Tibthorpe, 32 carucates and 2 bovates ‘but part of that land is of Robert Fossard’s
holding’), Danby (6 carucates), Stainton (1 bovate), Kirkleavington (6 carucates)
(DB, i. 332c–333a; §§ 31N. 4, 7–8; ibid. §§ 31E. 3, 10). No Brus holding is shown
in [Kirk]leatham, Upleatham, Marske-by-the-Sea and Skelton; Hart and Stranton
(both Durham), and Coatham (here shown to belong partly to Kirkleatham) do not
appear in Domesday. The second act for Gisborough, 000 below, makes certain
changes to the parcels which may be summarized as follows: the extent of the
church endowment is specified for Marske, Upleatham, Danby and Stainton;
Skelton, Kirkleavington, and Stranton are omitted; ‘the church of Hart’ becomes
‘the churches of Hartness’. In addition there is no mention of the tithes of the
demesne of Kirkleatham. Neither of these acts matches exactly either of the
foundation charters in Brus’s name: a detailed comparison of the parcels confirmed
in each charter, in conjunction with later Gisborough charters, might possibly shed
further light on the early holdings of the priory.
AUTHENTICITY: As noticed above, the script of the purported original has been
assigned to a period later than the apparent date. The diploma form might possibly
be explained as a beneficiary draft, were it not for its terminal clause ‘Quare
uolo . . .’, which may have been inspired by an authentic writ-charter. See
Headnote for the probable fabrication of the majority of the priory’s foundation
charters.

2† Purported charter confirming the gifts of Robert de
Brus

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Cleopatra D II, fol. 113r–v [B].
PRINTED: Brown, Ct. Gisborough, i. 13–4 (no. 14) [from B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1568.

Quoniam regum et principum munificentia in
possessionibus creuerunt ecclesie que per orbem terrarum
longe lateque diffuse sunt, in regno nostro de earum
multiplicatione gaudemus, in quibus augeatur religio et
religiosorum numerus multiplicetur, quorum precibus regni
nostri stabilitas muniatur et regni celestis aditus iusta
petentibus misericorditer aperiatur. Eapropter ego Henricus
dei dispositione rex Anglorum, Willelmi magni regis filius,
pro salute anime mee et uxoris mee et antecessorum
meorum quicquid Robertus de Brus dedit ecclesie de
Gyseburne et fratribus ibidem regulariter deo famulantibus,
tam in ecclesiis quam in terris, possessionibus et aliis
redditibus, ad honorem dei et ecclesie sancte concedo et
regia auctoritate confirmo, uidelicet [1] totam Gyseburne
cum omnibus ad eam pertinentibus in bosco et plano



25 SEPTEMBER 2013 GISBOROUGH PRIORY 10

pascuis et aquis per eosdem terminos et metas per quos eam
habuit Robertus de Brus cum esset in manu sua et sicut in
carta eius continebatur. Insuper et [2] molendina eiusdem
uille cum soca et molta et ne quis faciat molendina in
parochia illa absque licentia et concessu canonicorum.
Concedo etiam eis et regia auctoritate confirmo [3] totam
Lyum [4] cum illa parte de Cotum que ad illum spectat cum
ceteris omnibus suis pertinentibus, et [6] ecclesiam de
Mersc cum una carucata terre, et [7] ecclesiam de Uplium
cum duabus bouatis terre, et [9] ecclesiam de Daneby cum
dimidia carucata terre, et [11] ecclesiam de Staintona cum
dimidia carucata terre et quicquid ad eam pertinet, et [13]

ecclesias de Herternes cum XII bouatis terre, et [8]

ecclesiam de Burnnus et quicquid ad eam pertinet. Quare
uolo et firmiter precipio ut predicta ecclesia omnes tenuras
suas bene et in pace libere et quiete et honorifice teneat et
habeat in omnibus rebus suis et locis cum omnibus
libertatibus et liberis consuetudinibus sicut aliqua abbatia
melius et liberius tenet in toto archiepiscopatu Eboracensi.
Testibus hiis Turstino archiepiscopo Ebor’, Radulpho
episcopo Dunelm’, Bernardo episcopo de Sancto Dauid,
Roberto comite Glocestrie, Brient’ de Wareng’,
A(lexandro) episcopo Lincoln’, R(ogero) episcopo
Saliburiensi, et aliis.

Since churches, which have been spread far and wide throughout the world, have
grown in possessions by the generosity of kings and princes, we rejoice at their
multiplication in our realm, in which religion shall be increased and the number of
religious shall be multiplied, by whose prayers the steadfastness of our realm shall
be strengthened and the entrance of the heavenly realm shall be mercifully opened
to those seeking what is righteous. For that reason I Henry by God’s disposition
king of the English, son of King William the elder, for the salvation of my soul and
those of my wife and my predecessors grant and by royal authority confirm, for the
honour of God and of the holy church, whatever Robert de Brus has given to the
church of Gisborough and the brethren serving God there according to a rule, as
well in churches as in lands, possessions, and other rents, namely [1] all
Guisborough with all things pertaining to it, in wood and plain, pastures and
waters, by the same bounds and metes by which Robert de Brus had them when it
was in his hand and just as is contained in his charter. And in addition [2] the mills
of the same vill with soke and multure and none shall make mills in that parish
without the licence and consent of the canons. I also grant to them and confirm by
royal authority [3] all [Kirk]leatham [4] with that part of Coatham that belongs to
it with all other of its appurtenances, and [6] the church of Marske with one
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carucate of land, and [7] the church of Upleatham with two bovates of land, and
[9] the church of Danby with half a carucate of land, and [11] the church of
Stainton with half a carucate of land, and whatever pertains to it, and [13] the
churches of Hartness with twelve bovates of land, and [8] the church of [Kirk]burn
and whatever pertains to it. Wherefore I will and firmly command that the foresaid
church shall hold and have all its tenures well and in peace freely and quietly and
honourably in all its things and places with all liberties and free customs just as
any abbey well and freely holds in all the archdiocese of York. These witnessing
Thurstan archbishop of York, Ranulf bishop of Durham, Bernard bishop of St
Davids, Robert earl of Gloucester, Brian of Wallingford, A(lexander) bishop of
Lincoln, R(oger) bishop of Salisbury and others.

DATE: After the election of Bishop Alexander in 1123 and before the death of
Bishop Ranulf in 1128.
ADDRESS: No address in diploma form.
WITNESS: Thurstan archbishop of York, Ranulf bishop of Durham, Bernard bishop
of St Davids, Robert earl of Gloucester, Brian of Wallingford, Alexander bishop of
Lincoln, Roger bishop of Salisbury and others.
CONTEXT: See Context, 000, Regesta 1582 above.
AUTHENTICITY: See Authenticity, 000, Regesta 1582 above. The interjection of the
names of two laymen in the midst of the bishops in the witness clause may be an
error on the part of a copyist rather than the fabricator.


