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GILBERT CHAILLOT

Tenant in Chichester

Archive of Chichester Cathedral

Gilbert Chaillot is known only as holding land in Chichester, evidenced
by King Henry’s writ printed below.1 According to notes in the
Chichester cartularies, Henry II confirmed the lands to Gilbert in the
same terms as Henry I, so it seems Gilbert survived until at least 1155
(H2/540a).2 It was presumably after Gilbert’s death that William, ‘earl of
Chichester’, gave to Chichester cathedral ‘that land in Chichester which
Gilbert Quailot held, which belongs to the holding of Burna

1 His surname Chaillot, elsewhere Quaillot or Quaylot, is said to be a diminutive of a
Norman name for someone who lived on stony soil, derived from AN caillou ‘pebble’.
2 Noted in R. L. Poole, ‘The muniments of the bishop of Chichester’, HMC 55, Various
Collections (1901), i. 177–86,at p. 181, no. 5, but omitted in Ctl. Chichester. At the
beginning of the charters of Henry II in ‘liber Y’ is the rubric ‘Carta de terra Quaillot
secundum formam suprascriptam in cartis H(enrici) primi’, but the text is not given
(Episc. vi/1/6, fol. 85v). A list of charters in the name of Henry II in ‘liber A’ includes
‘Carta H(enrici) regis secundi de terra Qualot’ (Episc. vi/1/1, old fol. jv, now fol. 4v). In
‘liber B’, among copies of charters of Henry II, under the rubric ‘Carta Henrici regis
secundi de terra Quaylot’, is the note ‘H(enricus) rex Angl(orum) &c. salutem. Precipio
quod iste G. Quaylot &c. ut supra in carta H(enrici) regis primi’ (Episc. vi/1/2, old fol.
10r, later fol. xiijr, now fol. 25r).
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(Westbourne) for the soul of Queen Aelicia, whose anniversary the
canons of Chichester have promised to keep’ (Ctl. Chichester, 80, no.
294). William had acquired the honour of Arundel in 1138 or 1139 on
his marriage to the dowager queen; it had been settled on her in dower
(Complete Peerage, i. 233–4). William’s gift to Chichester was made
after the queen’s death in 1151, and before the consecration of the
witness Dean John as bishop of Chichester in 1174. Two other deeds tell
us something of the late-twelfth-century tenants of ‘the land in
Chichester which was Gilbert Quaillot’s’, then held of the cathedral for
4s a year (Ctl. Chichester, 77–8, nos. 284–5), but nothing more is said of
the location, which remains unknown.

W. D. Peckham, Chartulary of the High Church of Chichester, Sussex Record Society
46 (1946, for 1942–3).

00 Writ addressed to the king’s officials at Westbourne
ordering that Gilbert Chaillot should hold his father’s
land in Chichester in peace. c. 1110 × August 1133,
perhaps May 1133

CARTULARY COPIES: West Sussex RO, Ep. vi/1/6 (Liber Y) (s. xiii2), old fol. xxixr, now
fol. 85r (‘Carta de terra Chaillot’) [B]; West Sussex RO, Ep. vi/1/2 (Liber B) (s. xiv2),
old fol. 9r, later fol. xijr, now fol. 24r (‘Carta dicti Henr(ici) de terra Chaylot’) [C].
PRINTED: R. L. Poole, ‘The muniments of the bishop of Chichester’, HMC 55, Various
Collections (1901), i. 177–86, at p. 181 (Latin abstract) [from C]; Ctl. Chichester, 26
(no. 109) (English abstract) [from BC].
CALENDAR: Farrer 712: Regesta 1780.

H(enricus) rex Angl(orum) W(illelmo) de Pont(earcharum) et
ministris suis de Borna salutem. Precipio quod iste Gislebertus
Chaillot teneat et habeat aterram patris suia de Cycestr’ itab

bene et honorifice et in pace et iuste et quiete sicut pater suus
unquam melius tenuit in uita suac. Et super hoc prohibeo ne
aliquisd ei indee iniuriam uel contumeliam faciat. T(este)
Gaufr(ido) filio Pag(ani). Apud Burnam.

a–a terram suam patris sui C b tam C c om. C d aliquid C
e om. C
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Henry king of the English to William de Pont de l’Arche and his officials of Westbourne
greeting. I command that this Gilbert Chaillot shall hold and have his father’s land at
Chichester as well and honourably and in peace and justly and quietly as his father
ever well held in his lifetime. And upon this [my writ] I prohibit anyone to do him injury
or contumely. Witness Geoffrey fitz Pain. At Westbourne.

DATE: The writ is not formally datable with any precision. It is likely that Richard de
Belmeis would have been addressed if he was still the king’s agent in the honour of
Arundel; he so occurs in March 1107 × May 1108 (000, Regesta 810 for Chichester
cathedral). Geoffrey fitz Pain attests at least as early as 1111; William de Pont de
l’Arche was acting in an official capacity in Hampshire while Waldric was chancellor,
so 1106 or before, though his tenure at Arundel cannot have begun so early. The king
sometimes stayed at Westbourne while waiting to cross the Channel. He is first known
to have lodged there in 1114. Geoffrey fitz Pain witnessed nearly eighty extant acts of
King Henry, but there is only one other dated at Westbourne, datable 1130 × 1133,
perhaps May 1133 (000, Regesta 1710 for William fitz Walter de Beauchamp).
ADDRESS: William de Pont de l’Arche as sheriff of the honour of Arundel (PR 31 Henry
I, 36, 42), and the king’s officials of Westbourne.
WITNESS: Geoffrey fitz Pain, who attests occasionally in the 1110s and frequently after
1121.
PLACE: Westbourne (Sussex). See Date. Gilbert did not travel far to petition for this
writ.
CONTEXT: See Headnote. From the terms of the writ and the subsequent gift of the
property to Chichester cathedral, it is clear that Gilbert’s land belonged to the manor of
Westbourne (Suss), some seven miles to the west. Many Sussex manors had hagae
(‘haws’) in Chichester in 1086; Earl Roger’s manor of Westbourne had seven, six of
them held by the earl in demesne and another by his tenant Pain (DB, i. 23d; Sussex §
11. 30). Gilbert’s land was presumably one of these. It is not clear from the writ that
Gilbert had previously held his father’s land. William de Pont de l’Arche and the
officials of Westbourne are addressed as being in a position enforce the writ. In 1129–
30 William was acting as sheriff of the ‘honour of Arundel’ (PR 31 Henry I, 36, 42–3),
the name given to the Sussex lands formerly held by Earl Roger, which had been
resumed by the king on the rebellion of Roger’s sons in 1102. William was thus
responsible for both Chichester and Westbourne. He may by then have held the
shrievalty for several years — his predecessor Richard de Belmeis is not recorded in
connection with the honour of Arundel after his election to the bishopric of London in
May 1108.


