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NOSTELL PRIORY

Augustinian priory of St Oswald King and Martyr

County of Yorkshire : Diocese of York
Founded c. 1114

Nostell was founded as an Augustinian priory in Henry I’s reign. Modern
scholars have assigned the key role to Archbishop Thurstan as part of a
pastoral strategy for his diocese (Nicholl, Thurstan, 127–36) or to King
Henry himself as the backer of his supposed confessor Athelwold in
introducing canons regular to an older foundation (Wightman, ‘Henry I
and the foundation of Nostell priory’, 57–60). The charters printed here,
supplemented by other material, show that Robert de Lacy I and
Archbishop Thomas II were the key figures in the inception of a house of
canons at Nostell, and that Thurstan played an important role in its
subsequent development. The king’s support is shown by his gift of a
daily pension, the churches of Bamburgh and Knaresborough, and
certain other property, but there is scant evidence that he was particularly
involved or interested in the foundation.

The main source for acts of Henry I for Nostell is the cartulary,
now BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (Davis 721). First compiled after
1263, the original foliation ran from fol. i to clxxi; leaves have been lost,
and the remaining original leaves are now numbered 4–135. The
cartulary was continued after 1293, with the addition of several quires,
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now fols. 136–183, and these added leaves include a few early royal
documents; in the later middle ages the whole manuscript was
repaginated with what Farrer cites as ‘old pagination’. The entire text is
transcribed in J. A. Frost, ‘An edition of the Nostell priory cartulary’,
DPhil diss. (York, 2005). The first section, fols. ir–viiv (now fols. 4r–8v),
contains royal charters from the reign of Henry I to the reign of Henry
III. The first two leaves have been lost, and fol. iii begins part way
through a general confirmation in the name of Henry II, followed by
those of Richard I, John, and Henry III; it may be presumed that Henry
I’s came at the start, though whether it was {24} or {25} we cannot be
sure. A version of {25}, without the witnesses and most of the detailed
clauses, added later at fol. 150r–v, has an early modern note suggesting
that this was the text cut away at the front, but that was a guess. After
these general confirmations, the other royal acts are arranged in order,
Stephen, Henry (twenty-eight acts of Henry I and Henry II jumbled
together), John, and Henry III. The next section, fols. viiv–ixv (now fols.
8v–10v), comprises seventeen final concords, followed by several blank
leaves (filled with additions in the late thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries). The third section, fols. xiiir–xvr (now fols. 14r–16r), ‘Carte
aduocatorum’, brings together the deeds of the house’s patrons, Hugh de
Laval, Henry de Lacy, Robert de Lacy, and other members of the Lacy
family. After a gap, fol. xviv has deeds of Adam fitz Swein and his
brother Henry under the same heading; their father Swein fitz Aelric is
prominent among the early benefactors, and the family were major
tenants in the Lacy fee. The cartulary contains only one papal document,
an incomplete general confirmation of Gregory IX, which is amongst the
later additions (fol. 150v), and mentions earlier instruments of
Adrian IV, Alexander III, Gregory VIII and Clement III. The section
containing archiepiscopal confirmations (fols. lxxxiiir–lxxxviv, now fols.
73r–76v), is incomplete through the loss of a leaf. Between the other,
mainly topographical, sections of the cartulary, there were many blank
leaves, which have also been filled with additions. The manuscript was
in the hands of Charles Fairfax of Menston (1597–1673) in 1632, when it
was available to Roger Dodsworth; his copious extracts are now Bodl.
MS Dodsworth 138 (Liber MM), fols. 1–158. It passed through the
hands of Christopher Hatton, 1st Baron Hatton, who gave it to the Cotton
Library.

There is also a second collection of documents (Wakefield RO,
MS WYL1352/C1/1/3; Davis 723.1 and 784), written in the early
sixteenth century, relating mainly to the hospital of St Nicholas at
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Pontefract,1 but with a concluding section of inspeximuses of Nostell
charters by Henry VIII, which includes a full text of {25}.

Cartularies associated with two dependencies of Nostell have also
preserved some documents. The cartulary of the dependency at Breedon-
on-the-Hill, Leics, is now Manchester, JRUL, MS Lat. 222 (Davis 71);
the main text is now foliated as 28–71 with medieval foliation from i to
xlviii (in an unusual style, i = 28r, ii = 28v–29r, and so on by openings to
xlvii = 70v–71r, xlviii = 71v). Davis dated the cartulary to the thirteenth
century, but the original hand wrote two texts in French dated 3 Edward
III and 9 Edward III (fols. v, vi, now fol. 32r–v), so the cartulary is not
earlier than 1336 and not, it appears, much later. The original text runs
only as far as fol. xxxiiii, and the remaining leaves are filled with
additions of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The gathering now
numbered as fols. 5–16 was originally a precursor to the cartulary, begun
in the same hand (though with later additions); it includes copies of
documents relating to the defence of the priory’s rights in the
proceedings de quo warranto, and fol. 11v has a presentation to the
priory of Breedon, dated at Nostell, 3 September 1328. The compilation
may well date from the time of William Buttrebusk, the prior presented
at this time. The gathering now numbered as fols. 17–27 was a widely
spaced tabula, which has had additions entered in some of the available
space. The cartulary contains three acts of Henry I for Nostell, as well as
the charter confirming the ancient immunities of York Minster (000,
Regesta 1083). The acts for Nostell are also in the Nostell cartulary, but
only the Breedon copy of {10}, Regesta 1320, includes the witness list.

The well-laid-out late-fifteenth-century Wilstrop cartulary is
marked ‘Registrum de Skokirk’ with the number A. 53, but who made
and preserved it remains to be investigated; it is now in Leeds RO,
WYL655/1 (Davis 1342.1). It is largely written in a single hand and
contains deeds dated 5 Henry VII (fol. 42v) and 3 Henry VII (fol. 63v).
It comprises deeds relating to the Wilstrop family property in Wilstrop,
Toulston, Tockwith and elsewhere. The section for Skewkirk (now fols.
54r–61r, entered separately in Davis as 976.1), contains charters of All
Saints, Skewkirk, near Tockwith, a few miles north-west of York. This
became a small priory dependent on Nostell. This section is laid out
differently from the rest of the cartulary, in that each deed has a rubric,
and witnesses are almost entirely omitted, giving the impression that it
has been copied from a roll or book once belonging to the priory. It

1 The hospital was given to Nostell priory by Henry VI in 1438 (VCH Yorks, iii. 147).
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contains the act of Henry I confirming the gift of two bovates in
Tockwith ({12}, Regesta 1308), which appears among other twelfth-
century deeds, beginning with a deed by William de Archis in favour of
the priory. The cartulary as a whole is closely related to a sixteenth-
century volume, now divided into two parts, Manchester, JRUL, MS Lat.
251 (Davis 1342) and MS Lat. 225 (Davis 977, printed by Ransome,
‘Ctl. Tockwith’), which contains some documents relating to Skewkirk
that are not found in the Wilstrop cartulary. MS Lat. 225 copies the
confirmation of the gift of two bovates in Tockwith and also supplies the
only complete witness to a variant text of the general confirmation in the
name of Henry I ({24}), unusual for being copied (inaccurately) in an
italic hand.

The so-called ‘Nostell Priory Act Book’ (Davis 723, now
WYL1352/C1/1/1, held at Wakefield), used by John Burton in the
Monasticon Eboracense and by Hunter in South Yorkshire, is mainly a
register of rentals and contains no early royal charters, but includes a
narrative history of the priory. The history of the priory’s early years
incorporates the texts of two important papal confirmations, and a
lengthy list of early gifts obviously based on {24} or a very similar
document. The manuscript is described in W. T. Lancaster, ‘A fifteenth
century rental of Nostell Priory’, Miscellanea i, YAS Record Series 61
(1920), 108–35 (at 108–9).

From these sources, we have some twenty-four acts of Henry I,
six of Stephen, and ten of Henry II. There are also copies of a dozen or
so papal and archiepiscopal confirmations and private deeds from the
time of Henry I. There is nothing that one can with confidence call a
foundation charter—the nearest is perhaps {8}, Regesta 1285,—and the
succession of royal confirmations of gifts made to the priory is probably
indicative of the frequency with which Prior Athelwold resorted to the
king and the archival retention policy of the house rather than suggesting
that we should look on Nostell as a royal foundation.

The history written in the time of Robert of Whixley, prior from
1393 to 1427, entitled De gestis et actis priorum, has been the basis of
much that has been written since on the beginnings of Nostell priory.
This narrative is found in the ‘Act Book’, WYL1352/C1/1/1, at pp. 84–
106; the relevant passage was printed by James Wilson, ‘Foundation of
the Austin priories of Nostell and Scone’, SHR 7 (1910), 141–59 (at
157–9). The story tells how ‘quidam Radulphus cognomine Aldlauer2

2 On the two occasions the name occurs in De gestis it is written Aldlau’, using a
suspension mark the scribe reserves for re or er.
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illustrissimi regis Henrici primi capellanus et confessor’, fell ill at
Pontefract castle while accompanying the king north to Scotland and
stayed there until the king returned. While out hunting, he came ‘ad
locum illum ubi capella sancti Oswaldi regis et martiris modo sita est et
uocatur le Nostell, ubi inuenit quoddam tugurium siue oratorium, in quo
latitabant quidam heremite’. He was impressed by the life of the hermits
and wished to imitate it. On his southward journey the king allowed
Ralph to become an Austin canon at Nostell and was persuaded to grant
12d per day from the farm of Yorkshire to help fund a priory there, and
other leading figures made grants to the priory. The date of these events
is given as 1121, presumably derived from the confirmation charter so
dated ({24} below), but the charter is fabricated and the date without
authority. The narrative goes on to mention early grants to the canons,
drawing on the same confirmation. ‘Iste Radulphus, ut creditur, fuit
sanctus’, says the narrative; he died on 12 May and was buried ‘apud
ueterem locum’, i.e. at the original church or chapel of St Oswald, before
the canons moved to a new location not far away. In the heading to this
section of the narrative Ralph is called ‘primus rector et magister veteris
loci’, but the story clearly makes him a regular: ‘habitum suscepit ac
ordinem ac regulam sancti Augustini seruare professus est atque ex
mandato regis magister et rector undecim fratrum effectus est’. Wilson
concluded (p. 154): ‘No evidence is at present forthcoming to rebut or
substantiate the story about Ralf, surnamed Aldlan. It is noteworthy that
the author, contrary to his habit, refers to no document in illustration of
this portion of his narrative . . . Nothing definite is known now of [Ralf],
and . . . it is to be suspected that the author knew little more. The date of
the confirmatory charter to Nostell is misplaced, and the whole
environment of the story has a legendary air’. But whilst it is sensible to
regard the story of Ralph as a king’s chaplain and confessor and the
force behind the foundation of Nostell with circumspection, it is
reasonably clear from evidence detailed below that Ralph did exist, and
that he was the leader of the clerks who served a chapel dedicated to St
Oswald before the priory was established. Surely we may also trust the
record of the date of his death and place of burial, doubtless obtained,
like those for Athelwold and the subsequent priors, from a calendar or
necrology of some kind.

Another frequently quoted source with a ‘legendary air’ is the
purported deed of Robert de Lacy I first noticed in print in the second
edition of Tanner’s Notitia monastica, 645, from a manuscript of Dr Cox
Macro (1683–1767), ‘vol. 12, pt 2, fol. 76’. ‘Robert de Lacy and Mabel
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his wife and Henry and Gilbert their sons gave to Gilbert the hermit of St
James Nostell, and to his brethren of the same house and their successors
serving God there, the manor of Nether Sutton, with all such liberties,
etc., as Gilbert father of the said Robert had of the free gift of William
duke of Normandy, the year after he conquered England’. A slightly
different account of what was presumably the same deed is contained in
a manuscript of the second Randle Holme (1627–1700), herald painter of
Chester, amongst notes of several other Lacy deeds apparently taken
from Dodsworth: ‘Regi Anglie et omnibus fidelibus suis tam francis
quam anglis salutem. To the Kinge of England and to all his true &
faithfull people as well French as English greeting. Know ye that I
Robert de Lacy of Pomfret for the health of my soule and Henry my
son’s and off all my ancestors have given to Gilbert the hermite of St
James of Notall & to his brethren there serving God, being of the same
house, & to their successors the towne of Nether Sutton with all such
liberties and bondmen as Gilbert my father had of the free guift of Will.
Duke of Normandy the year after the Conquest of England. The
witnesses Geffrey de Stotevile the sherriffe and Roger his brother, Sr

Henry de Alder, &c.’ (BL MS Harley 2101 (s. xvii), fol. 228v). Both
accounts of this supposed deed are entirely unconvincing.

Domesday tells us something of the site where the priory later
stood (DB, i. 316b; § 9. W54): Land of Ilbert de Lacy: One manor. In
Featherstone, Purston [Jaglin], [West] Hardwick and Nostell (‘Osele’ in
DB proper, ‘Osle’ in the summary), Ligulf had sixteen carucates of land
taxable; six ploughs possible there. Now Ralf and Earnwulf have (it) of
Ilbert. In lordship three ploughs; and twenty villagers and fifteen
smallholders with seven ploughs. There, two churches and two priests.
Woodland pasture, one league long and one wide. Value before 1066,
100s; now 60s.

Faull placed the churches at Featherstone and Wragby, on the
sites of the two parish churches which later stood within the manor (West
Yorkshire Survey, 212). This is likely, though her supposition that
Wragby was a pre-Conquest parish (ibid. 214) is not supported by the
Nostell evidence, which suggests rather that the church at Wragby was
the chapel dedicated to St Oswald, originally appurtenant to
Featherstone, and became a parish church only in late medieval times.
Featherstone retains a nave of probable 12th-century date, but there is
nothing of that age in the Wragby fabric (P. Ryder, Medieval Parish
Churches of West Yorkshire (Wakefield, 1992), 151, 181).
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*

It has not been possible to assign a strict chronological sequence to the
charters. The three that have been placed first concern the site of the
priory and the earliest gifts to it. {1}, Regesta 1628, grants six bovates to
the canons, ‘just as Robert de Lacy and Ralph le Gramaire gave them’,
{2}, Regesta 1286, confirms to the canons Robert de Lacy’s gift of ‘all
the wood called St Oswald’s wood’, and {3}, Regesta 1287, gives to St
Oswald and the canons ‘the wood which Robert de Lacy used to have in
demesne around St Oswald’. Although none of these acts can be closely
dated, the reference to the gift of Robert de Lacy shows that the first gifts
to the religious community of St Oswald had been made before his
banishment, so 1115 or before. The date of the gifts is pushed a little
further back by an agreement brokered by Archbishop Thomas, so 1108
× 1114, between the church of Featherstone and the church of St Oswald,
whereby the monks of La Charité, which was the parent house of
Pontefract, and the priest of the church of Featherstone, who had claimed
the church of St Oswald as belonging to the parish of Featherstone,
quitclaimed that church so that canons should serve God there
regulariter and should have a cemetery for themselves and their servants
and those living in the land called Nostell. In return the ‘clerici Sancti
Oswaldi’ quitclaimed all church customs which they had from [West]
Hardwick to Featherstone church (printed from the cartulary by Farrer,
Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 159–60, no. 1465; discussed by Burton,
EEA 5 York 1070–1154, 18–19, no. 17). Although the text of the
document is not without problems (in particular the archbishop’s name is
given as Thurstan in the superscription and as Thomas II in the
attestation), the king’s confirmation of the ‘agreement which Thomas
archbishop of York made between the church of St Oswald and
Featherstone and the monks of La Charité’ in 1115 × 1116 ({4}, Regesta
1272, § 9) shows that such an agreement was made. Those who were
present and confirmed the agreement were Archbishop Thomas II
himself; Robert de Lacy, who held the site of the priory and its environs
of the king; Amfrey, doubtless Lacy’s tenant in the vicinity and the
father of William son of Amfrey of Featherstone, who confirmed the
church of Featherstone to Nostell in the time of Archbishop Roger
(Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 269, no. 1601); Bernewin, who,
Farrer surmised, was the priest of Featherstone; and Ralph the clerk, who
must surely have been the leader of the clerks of St Oswald and the
figure behind the story of Ralph Aldlaver. The archbishop’s charter was
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given ‘prima feria in dedicatione ecclesie Sancti Oswaldi’. The use of
‘prima feria’ for Sunday is unusual. St Oswald’s day (5 August) did not
fall on Sunday during the archiepiscopate of Thomas: in 1111 it was a
Saturday and in 1112 a Monday.3 Lacy’s motivation for encouraging the
foundation of a monastery at Nostell, just six miles from his previous
foundation at Pontefract, remains elusive.

There is a disparity between the two general confirmations as to
the land immediately surrounding the priory. That of apparent date 1121
refers to ‘the wood . . . in which the foresaid church is sited, which
Robert de Lacy granted them, and two bovates of land in [West]
Hardwick which the same Robert gave and granted, and Ralph le
Gramaire so far as it belonged to him’ ({24} §§ 5, 6). The other confirms
‘the gift which I myself make to the church of the foresaid martyr and
the canons of the same place, that is the whole wood around it which is
called St Oswald’s wood, I grant to them forever free and absolved, just
as ever Ilbert de Lacy or Robert his son well and honourably had the
same wood in their demesne . . . the half-carucate of land on which the
foresaid church is situated and which belongs to the same church and the
two bovates of land at West Hardwick, which land Robert de Lacy gave
and granted them at the same time and also Ralph le Gramaire so far as it
belonged to him’ ({25} §§ 5*, 6*). Thus {24} follows {2}, Regesta
1286, and {25} follows {1}, Regesta 1628, and {3}, Regesta 1287. The
disparities are difficult to explain: it is unlikely that St Oswald’s wood
could be alternatively described as a half-carucate.

The next document in the series, {4}, Regesta 1272, datable 1115
× 1116, may perhaps be the earliest. It confirms five gifts of land within
a mile or two of Nostell to ‘God and St Oswald and the canons of
Nostell’, as well as property further afield: a mill in Norton, some twelve
miles to the east; the chapel and land in Tockwith, thirty miles to the
north; a carucate in Burton Fleming (Yorks ER); a rent of 7s apparently
in Boston (Lincs). Presumably all these gifts had been made after the
agreement sponsored by Archbishop Thomas, itself here confirmed,
which had transformed the clerks in their chapel of St Oswald dependent
on Featherstone into a house of Augustinan canons.

The established position of Nostell at this time is further
evidenced by its role in the foundation of the priory at Scone in Scotland.
This was placed in 1115 by an early-thirteenth-century addition to the

3 No evidence has emerged for the liturgical date of the dedication of the
church.



21 OCTOBER 2013 NOSTELL PRIORY 9

Melrose chronicle, and in 1114 by Bower in the Scotichronicon, who
claimed to have seen a document stating that Turgot, bishop of St
Andrews, who departed Scotland for the last time in spring 1115, made
the dedication, and that six canons were summoned from Nostell ‘by
agreement of Æthelwold, then its prior; one of the six, Robert, was
immediately elected prior of Scone’ (A. A. M. Duncan, The Kingship of
the Scots 842–1292 (Edinburgh, 2002), 85).4

Two documents given during the king’s absence from England
between 1116 and 1120 ({5, 7}, Regesta 1207, 1217) show the priory
continuing to advance. One grants a five-day fair at Nostell at the feast of
St Oswald, and the other gives the church of Bamburgh. The steady pace
of development appears to have been transformed into a period of very
rapid growth at the start of the 1120s. The catalyst may have been the
confirmation which Archbishop Thurstan obtained from Pope Calixtus II
addressed to the prior and brethren of St Oswald ‘iuxta Pontefractum’
recognizing them as canons following the Augustinian rule. It is place-
dated at Tournus, and was given between 7 and 14 January 1120, when
Thurstan was with Calixtus at that place (Wilson, 154–5, from the Act
Book; JL 6805 was dated there on 12 January). The rapid advancement
required that the canons move from the church of St Oswald to a new
site. The king’s licence to ‘build their church above the fishpond where
they have begun to do so and [to] dwell there’, which also granted the
canons judicial privileges, was given in January 1121 × December 1122
({8}, Regesta 1285). The new site was very close to the grand house
built in the eighteenth century, which now overlooks a landscaped lake
that is presumably the descendant of the fishpond. Archbishop Thurstan
obtained retrospective licence for the move from Calixtus by a bull given
at the Lateran (Wilson, 156, from the Act Book), probably in May 1123,
the only time Thurstan was in Rome before the death of Calixtus in
December 1124. This separate licence suggests that the move had not
been envisaged when Thurstan obtained his first bull in favour of Nostell
early in 1120. Athelwold is not mentioned in the king’s confirmation of
the change of site, but he was named as prior in two of the king’s
charters datable 1121 × 1122 ({9, 10}, Regesta 1319, 1320). He also

4 This early date for the foundation of Scone priory has been disputed, not least on the
basis of the second version of Henry I’s supposed general confirmation to Nostell
({25}), which appears on a superficial reading to imply a date after the nomination of
Thurstan as archbishop of York for the foundation of Nostell, so ostensibly too late for
the Nostell canons to have been involved in another foundation in 1114–15. Details are
given by Wilson, passim.
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occurs in the witness list to a deed given in the chapter of St Paul’s,
London, dated 1122, between Norman, prior (of Holy Trinity, London),
and Fulk (later prior) of St Osyth (‘Manuscripts of the dean and chapter
of St Paul’s’, HMC 9th Rept (1883–4), App. 1, 65).

The change of location was accompanied by a transformation in
the finances of the priory resulting mainly from its acquisition of
churches. No fewer than thirty-two churches, including St Oswald’s
itself and six churches outside Yorkshire, are mentioned in Henry’s
charters to Nostell and the two purported general confirmations. Two
charters, both datable 1121 × 1122, confirm to the canons the churches
of Tickhill ({9}, Regesta 1319) and Breedon ({10}, Regesta 1320). {13},
Regesta 1460, probably also datable 1121 × 1122, confirms the
agreement between Nostell and Pontefract negotiated by Archbishop
Thurstan and Hugh de Laval, whereby Nostell granted Pontefract its
moiety of the church and parish of St Mary’s at Pontefract castle in
exchange for the church of Featherstone and the further grant by Laval of
the church of Ledsham. The act also confirms to the canons Laval’s gift
of Ackworth church and the manor of Hessle. It is a fair inference that it
was Robert de Lacy himself who had given Pontefract church in equal
shares to his two religious foundations. This second agreement was
confirmed by Oddo, prior of La Charité ‘sicut sigillo regis in maiori carta
per manum Thurstini archiepiscopi decretum est atque firmatum’
(printed from the cartulary by Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 136,
no. 1429), possibly at about the same time as Hugh de Laval’s deed for
Pontefract made in the king’s court (000, Regesta 1400).

Henry’s confirmation of the gifts of Adeliza, widow of Ralph de
Chesneduit, and her sons Simon and Hugh, of the churches of
Cheddington, King’s Langley, and Charwelton, with other property, may
belong to the same period ({22}, Regesta 1678). The king’s own gift of
Knaresborough church may have been made in 1125 ({15}, Regesta
1432). The date of the gift of Winwick church by Stephen count of
Mortain is unknown, and Henry’s writ ordering the bishop of Chester to
restore the canons’ rights in it ({11}, Regesta 1775) cannot be dated at
all closely. Probably in June 1123 the king confirmed Hugh de Laval’s
further gift of churches, namely South Kirkby, Batley, and Huddersfield,
and Swein fitz Aelric’s gift of Felkirk and Adwick churches with a
moiety of Mexborough church ({17}, Regesta 1494); and c. 1121 × 1129
he confirmed Robert Fossard’s gifts ‘manu Turstini archiepiscopi’ of the
churches of Bramham, Wharram-le-Street, and Lythe ({19}, Regesta
1627). Finally, probably in 1129 or not long before, the king confirmed
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the gifts of the churches of Rothwell, Weaverthorpe, and Bolton [Percy],
by Hugh de Laval, Herbert and William fitz Herbert, and Picot de Percy
respectively, as well as the gift of Tickhill church, now said to have been
made by Archbishop Thurstan ({20}, Regesta 1626). Apart from the
general confirmations discussed below, the remaining documents
comprise a confirmation of a gift of land in Tockwith ({12}, Regesta
1308), an act of 1121 × 1135 instructing that the lands of St Oswald’s
were to have their customs in the shire court ({16}, Regesta 1450); a writ
of c. 1114 × 1133 exempting the goods of the canons from toll, custom,
and passage ({23}, Regesta 1856); the grant of Godric of Norwich and
his land and rent ({14}, Regesta 1461); a writ of 1123 × 1130 requiring
that the canons be permitted to hold their land in Burton Fleming as
before ({18}, Regesta 1532); and the order to the Yorkshire justices in
1129 × 1131 requiring them to seise the prior and canons of their land in
Bramham ({21}, Regesta 1662). A lost act, {6}, not in Regesta, granting
fairs at Woodkirk, apparently in identical terms to the grant of the fair at
Nostell, is mentioned in King Stephen’s grant to the same effect.

The two general confirmations ({24} and {25}) are decidedly
different from Henry’s usual charters or writ-charters, and are certainly
fabrications. There is evidence that both were produced in two forms:
{24} in a later version including additions and modifications; {25} with
and without a lengthy list of individual benefactions. The first, {24}, is
dated at Westminster, Friday, 7 January 1121, when Archbishop
Thurstan was still in France. It was exhibited in court in 1285, and what
was apparently a slightly modified version is attested in the late-
fourteenth or early-fifteenth-century narrative in the Act Book. The text
is transmitted in a very corrupt form in the Skewkirk cartulary: the Act
Book has occasionally preserved a better reading of the text. Most of it,
aside from the detailed parcel clauses, was copied from Henry’s 1112 act
for Savigny (000, Regesta 1015), with some slight modification to
accommodate the deaths of Queen Matilda and William Ætheling.

The other general confirmation ({25}) is undated but datable
from the witnesses to March 1121 × August 1127; Wilson was prepared
to countenance the notion that this was the fruit of royal approval in
York in October 1122. It is not a chancery product: a proportion of its
text came from {24}, including some of the Savigny drafting with the
revisions necessitated by the deaths of Henry’s wife and son. The
cartulary has preserved a copy without witnesses and most of the gifts,
though it is possible that there was a complete copy where the first
leaves of the cartulary are now missing. A copy with gifts and witnesses
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was inspected and confirmed by Henry VIII’s chancery in 1511. The
preamble confirms ‘the church of St Oswald King and Martyr, which is
situated not far from Pontefract castle at a place called Nostell above its
pond and where canons regular have been established by the hand of the
venerable Archbishop Thurstan’, which we may now see as a reference
to the move rather than the foundation.

It is difficult to ascribe a date of compilation to these fabrications.
They are well informed, and the fact that there are several versions, with
much text in common, perhaps indicates that they were manufactured
close to their apparent dates. It might alternatively be suggested that they
were produced at the beginning of the reign of Henry II to help obtain his
confirmation of the gifts. {25} was the basis of a charter in the name of
Henry II (H2/1966), but that charter is itself suspicious.

The many gifts confirmed by {24} and {25} can sometimes be
matched with authentic confirmations by the king or the archbishop or
with the deeds of private benefactors: references are given in the notes. It
is an open question whether there is sufficient correlation here with what
we now perceive as the earliest gifts to allow us to use the confirmations
as a guide to contemporary understanding of the sequence of events, and
to Robert de Lacy’s role as first founder. The gift placed first in {24} is
the king’s grant of a pension of 1s daily from the farm of Yorkshire,
which is also evidenced in the pipe roll of 1129–30. Then follow the
royal gifts of the churches of Bamburgh, Knaresborough and Tickhill,
the founder Robert de Lacy’s gift of the wood where the church was
sited, and his and Ralph le Gramaire’s gift of two bovates in [West]
Hardwick. No mention is made of the half carucate in Nostell.

The general confirmation in the name of Henry II, of apparent
date 1154 × 1157 (H2/1966), is clearly based on {25} or something very
similar. After a general address, it continues directly ‘Notum sit omnibus
uobis me ecclesiam beati Oswaldi regis et martiris que iuxta castellum
Pontefracti in loco qui dicitur Nostlay . . .’ entirely omitting the pious
arenga. The charter contains a few additional gifts and grants, and
licence for the fair. But Henry II’s charter too is suspect, since it is
witnessed by ‘Thoma cancellario regis Anglorum’ in both chancery and
cartulary copies. The only general confirmation by Stephen listing does
not list individual gifts, and confirms to Prior Savard ‘omnia dona illa
que rex Henricus auunculus meus eis dedit, et quecumque eis alii fideles
dederunt uel canonice in futuro dederint’ (Ste/624; Farrer, Early
Yorkshire Charters, iii. 146, no. 1447). The detailed charter in Henry II’s
name was the basis of a charter given by Richard I in 1190 (Ctl. Nostell,
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fol. 4r–v, also at Ctl. Breedon, fol. 000), which in turn formed the
template for a charter of John dated 1215 (RChart, 215). Henry III gave
a confirmation in 1227 (CalCh, i. 44).5 These texts form part of the
group of general confirmations at the front of the cartulary. The only
later medieval general confirmation is that by King Edward I on 10
November 1280 (CalCh, ii. 234), where the text has been somewhat
revised. In 1511 the charters of Henry I, Robert II de Lacy, Henry II and
others were inspected and entered in the Confirmation Roll.

Insofar as it is possible to establish dates for these benefactions, it
is noticeable that most, if not all, of the property detailed in Henry II’s
confirmation, and its probable source in {25} had been given before c.
1130. During the 1110s gifts were small parcels of land, almost all
within a couple of miles of Nostell. Such gifts continued in the 1120s,
but more valuable were the gifts of churches, near and far. Some of the
more remote ones, such as Bamburgh ({7}, Regesta 1217), Winwick
({11}, Regesta 1775), and Lythe ({19}, Regesta 1627), were presumably
given because they shared the dedication to St Oswald. What attracted
gifts in Leicestershire ({10}, Regesta 1320), Northamptonshire and
further south ({22}, Regesta 1678), Warwickshire and Staffordshire
({25} §§ 39, 40, *53) is not apparent.

Only the two general confirmations ({24}, {25}) have been
dismissed as forgeries, although the charter confirming Robert Fossard’s
gift of churches ({19}, Regesta 1627) is doubtful. The remaining texts
appear from their diplomatic to be authentic, although there are
sometimes difficulties regarding the subject matter, perhaps indicating
revision or tampering. The omission of Robert de Lacy’s half-carucate at
Nostell from the first general confirmation, and its appearance in the
second, together with the evidence that there was a dispute between the
priory and Henry de Lacy (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 189–90,
no. 1497), might make us suspect tampering with {1}, Regesta 1628.
Similarly it is curious that Stephen’s confirmation of the fair at
Woodkirk ({6}, not in Regesta ) follows Henry’s confirmation of the fair
at Nostell ({5}, Regesta 1207) almost verbatim. The gift of the church of
Tickhill by Roger de Busli ({9}, Regesta 1319) is difficult to reconcile
with what is known of the history of the honour of Tickhill.

It is noteworthy that of the twenty-two apparently authentic royal
acts in favour of Nostell only two mention Prior Athelwold by name. A

5 The date given in CalCh, 20 June 1227, is taken from an earlier charter in the roll, for
Rouen. The copy of the Nostell charter reads only ‘testibus ut supra, data ut supra’
(C53/18, mem. 2). The date of the cartulary copy (new fol. 6r) is 16 June 1227.
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further three are in favour of the unnamed prior and canons: in the
remainder the prior is not mentioned. In only three acts are the canons
specified as regular. In one act, definitely later than the adoption of the
Augustinian rule, the term fratribus rather than canonicis is used ({14},
Regesta 1461).

It is also worth noting that Nigel d’Aubigny witnesses many of
Henry I’s acts for Nostell. He was himself a benefactor, the donor of
Hirst in the Isle of Axholme (Lincs), where a canon named Ralph was
already living (Greenway, Mowbray Charters, 17–18, no. 15), though no
gift of his to Nostell was confirmed by the king. We should therefore
probably not regard him as an advocate at court for the interests of
Nostell. None the less, he is a witness in all the acts here from {1},
Regesta 1628, to {19}, Regesta 1627, with the exceptions of those dated
in Normandy ({5, 7}, {14}, Regesta 1207, 1217, 1461), three writs ({11,
15, 18}, Regesta 1775, 1432, 1532), and one writ-charter in which he is
himself addressed ({12}, Regesta 1308). He appears as sole witness three
times ({1}, {3}, {17}, Regesta 1628, 1287, 1494) and once accompanied
by the archbishop of York ({13}, Regesta 1460). Whether his frequent
appearance may be partly explained by his role as county justice in
Yorkshire remains to be investigated.

According to Leland, the original chapel dedicated to St Oswald
occupied the site where Wragby parish church now stands. In 1535 ×
1543 he wrote, ‘Where the paroche church of S. Oswaldes is now newly
buildid, was in Henry the first tyme a house and chirch of poore
heremites, as in a woddy cuntery, on tille one Radulphus Aldlaver,
confessor to Henry the first, began the new monasterie of chanons, and
was first prior of it himself’ (Leland, Itinerary, ed. L. Toulmin Smith, i.
40). Leland, then, had seen De gestis et actibus priorum monasterii. But
the date when Wragby became a parish is obscure. The church is not
mentioned in any of the printed archbishop’s registers or the Taxatio of
1291. De gestis gives conflicting evidence, first describing the original
oratory as being ‘where the chapel of St Oswald, king and martyr, is now
sited, and it is called Nostell’ (Wilson, 157, from the Act Book, p. 84,
fol. 42v), but later ‘the old place, where the parish church now is’ (Act
Book, p. 88, fol. 44v), leaving open the possibility that there was no
parish church when De gestis was first compiled in 1393 × 1427 and its
appearance the result of later interpolation. Torre gives no rectors at all
in his entry for Wragby (‘Ecclesiastical Collections’, YML MS L1, vol.
3, fol. 245r, old p. 23). There is evidence for the parish in 1535, when the
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profits of Wragby rectory from glebe, rents, and tithes were assessed
(Valor, v. 63b). The existing church remains largely as it was when
Leland saw it ‘newly builded’. An inscription recorded by Dodsworth
gave the precise date of its building: ‘Orate pro anima Alueredi prioris
qui hunc chorum fieri fecit anno sui prioratus nono, ac anno domini
millessimo quinqentissimo tricessimo tercio’ (‘Dodsworth’s Yorkshire
notes: wapentake of Agbrigg’, ed. A. S. Ellis, YAJ 8 (1884), 514;
Yorkshire Church Notes 1619–1631, by Roger Dodsworth, ed. J. W.
Clay, YAS Record Series 34 (1904), 29): an assessment by the West
Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory Service concluded that the 1533 date
applies to a rebuilding of virtually the whole church, with the exception
of the west tower, which has possibly a mid-15th century date, and the
west wall of the nave which may be a little earlier still. A sandstone
panel set into the internal face of the south wall of the chancel, on which
is a worn carving of what is apparently a winged figure under an arch,
may be a relic of the original chapel (West Yorkshire Archaeology
Advisory Service, PRN 926).6

Nothing remains of the priory itself, although some of its
agricultural buildings survive. Leland wrote that ‘the building of this
house is exeding great and fairr: and hath the goodlyest fontein of
conduct water that is yn that quarter of England. There lyith a praty pole
at the west ende of the house. Secundus prior a postremo fetchid this
conduct a mile and a [halfe] of: and buildid an exceding faire keching
also in the monasterie’ (Itinerary, i. 40). The surviving agricultural
buildings were incorporated into the home farm of the eighteenth-
century mansion built at Nostell for the Winn family, later the Lords St
Oswald. The priory itself stood closer to the lake, near to, or perhaps on,
the site of the main house. A medieval coffin was discovered just south
of the house in the 1940s (Archaeology and Archives in West Yorkshire
21 (2005), 6).

The early years of the priory may now be summarised. A chapel
dependent on Featherstone, probably existing in 1086 and on the site of
the present parish church at Wragby, was in the early twelfth century
served by several clerks. In 1108 × 1114, with the agreement and support
of Archbishop Thomas II, Robert de Lacy, and Ralph, the leader of the
clerks, it was determined that the chapel would become a house of
canons. By 1116 a significant amount of land, mostly local, but some

6 Available in 2013 from West Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory Service, Newstead
Road, Wakefield, WF1 2DE.
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further afield in Yorkshire, and a chapel at Tockwith, had been given.
Archbishop Thurstan took a particular interest, certainly from shortly
after his consecration and possibly before it, and secured papal
recognition of the priory as an Augustinian house in 1120. The king
licensed the move, which had already begun, to a nearby site ‘above the
pond’, in 1121 × 1122. Thurstan obtained a second papal confirmation
for the canons, probably in 1124, retrospectively recognizing the move.
From 1120 onwards there is evidence for the rapid acquisition of
churches by the new institution. The support of King Henry is shown by
his gift of 1s per diem for the canons made in or before 1130, and his gift
of Bamburgh and Knaresborough churches. The gift of the wood around
the priory is ascribed both to the king ({3}, Regesta 1287, {25} § 5*)
and to Robert de Lacy ({2}, Regesta 1286, {24} § 5). We can only guess
at the rationale for the king’s gift of Godric of Norwich and his land and
rent in Norwich ({14}, Regesta 1461). Less well attested is his gift of
land in Warsop and Sookholme (Notts), probably then a member of the
honour of Tickhill ({24} § 42), and his role in the priory’s acquisition of
Tickhill church, listed with his other gifts in the first version of the
general confirmation ({24} § 4) remains unclear.

Nostell was never in the front rank of Augustinian houses, and
was nowhere near as wealthy as the former minsters that became
Augustinian foundations, Plympton and Waltham, nor the near
contemporary priories of Merton (1114) and Southwark (1106); yet its
cartulary has preserved more Anglo-Norman royal charters than survive
from any other Augustinian house. This may reflect on Prior
Athelwold’s concern to collect and keep confirmations by the king of
many early gifts to the priory, though the general confirmations attest
further gifts for which no specific confirmation is known. Or it may
more probably result from an unusually retentive selection of acts copied
into the cartulary in the later thirteenth century.

John Burton, Monasticon Eboracense (York, 1758), 300–313; Joseph Hunter, South
Yorkshire (1828–31), ii. 204–10; J. Wilson, ‘Foundation of the Austin priories of
Nostell and Scone’, SHR 7 (1910), 141–59; A. H. Thompson, ‘The canons regular of
the order of St Augustine, with special reference to their houses in Yorkshire’,
Historical and Architectural Description of the Priory of St Mary, Bolton-in-
Wharfedale, Thoresby Society 30 (1928), 3–49 (at 23–33); G. C. Ransome, ‘The
Chartulary of Tockwith alias Scokirk’, Miscellanea iii, YAS Record Series 80 (1931);
R. A. McKinley, ‘The Cartulary of Breedon Priory’, MA diss. (Manchester, 1950); W.
E. Wightman, ‘Henry I and the foundation of Nostell priory’, YAJ 41 (1963–6), 57–60;
D. M. Nicholl, Thurstan, Archbishop of York (York, 1964), 129–37; D. J. H.
Michelmore, ‘Nostell’, West Yorkshire: An Archaeological Survey to A. D. 1500, ed.
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M. L. Faull & S. A. Moorhouse (Wakefield, 1981), 376–7; T. N. Burrows, ‘The
foundation of Nostell priory’, YAJ 53 (1981), 31–5; J. E. Burton, The Monastic Order
in Yorkshire 1069–1215 (Cambridge, 1999), 71–7; J. A. Frost, ‘An edition of the
Nostell priory cartulary’, DPhil diss. (York, 2005); J. A. Frost, The Foundation of
Nostell Priory, 1109–1153, Borthwick Paper 111 (York, 2007).

1 Writ-charter confirming the gift by Robert de Lacy and
Ralph le Gramaire to St Oswald and the canons of six
bovates of land. c. 1107 × 1127

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. viir (later p. 13, now
fol. 8r) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis’) [B].
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPTS: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 116 (Liber A), fol. 55r (copied by
Roger Dodsworth, 1585–1654) [source not indicated, but probably from B]; Bodl. MS
Dodsworth 138 (Liber MM), fol. 3r [from B].
PRINTED: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 139–41 (no. 1434) [from B]; Frost,
‘Nostell priory cartulary’, 265 (no. 41) [from B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1628.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) archiepiscopo et uicecomiti et
Willelmo Foliot et omnibus baronibus et fidelibus suis francis
et anglis de Ewerwicscira salutem. Sciatis me concessisse deo
et sancto Oswaldo et canonicis ibidem <deo> seruientibus sex
bouatas terre in bosco et in plano sicut Robertus de Laci et
Rad(ulfus) Grammaticus eis eam dedit. Et uolo et precipio ut
ipsi eam teneant liberam et quietam de omnibus geldis et
placitis et consuetudinibus et omnibus querelis et occasionibus
que ad me pertinent. T(este) Nig(ello) de Albinni. Apud
Wodestocam.

Henry king of the English to the archbishop and the sheriff and William Foliot and all
his barons and sworn men French and English of Yorkshire greeting. Know that I have
granted to God and St Oswald and the canons serving <God> there six bovates of land
in wood and plain just as Robert de Lacy and Ralph le Gramaire gave it to them. And I
will and command that they shall hold it free and quit of all gelds and pleas and
customs and all plaints and incidents that belong to me. Witness Nigel d’Aubigny. At
Woodstock.

DATE: Not later than August 1127, when the king left England for the last time before
Nigel d’Aubigny’s death in 1129, and not before 1107, the earliest likely date for Nigel
to be sole witness to a writ-charter, according to Greenway’s chronology of his career
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(Greenway, Mowbray Charters, p. xvii). Farrer dates it 1120 × 1129, arguing that the
inclusion of William Foliot in the address ‘as principal vassal of the honour of
Pontefract’ implies that the honour was in the king’s hands; he does not explain how he
derives the date range from this reasoning, since as far as is known the honour was only
briefly in the king’s hands between his depriving Robert de Lacy and investing Hugh de
Laval, and later between the death of Laval and the acquisition by William Maltravers
of his widow and lands apparent in the 1129–30 pipe roll. William Foliot was indeed an
important tenant of the Lacy fee. He himself was a benefactor of Nostell ({4}, Regesta
1272, § 3; {25} §§ 7, *49), and his gift to Pontefract priory of land near Pontefract
castle is included in Hugh de Laval’s confirmation of 1123 (000, Regesta 1400). He
was named in the pipe roll of 1129–30, when he was pardoned 43s 7d of the old pleas
of Holderness by the king’s writ (PR 31 Henry I, 26). In 1166 his son Jordan Foliot was
the tenant of three knights’ fees of the Laval subtenancy of Lacy, and of two knight’s
fees held directly of Lacy. Some further details for William and Jordon Foliot are given
by Clay, Early Yorkshire Families, 33–4. Wightman, Lacy Family, 244, follows
Farrer’s logic that the only circumstance in which William Foliot would be named in
the address is when the honour of Pontefract was in the king’s hands, and so dates the
act before the king left England in 1116. If a date soon after the deprivation of Robert
de Lacy in 1109 × 1115 could be assumed, this act would be the earliest in the series.
ADDRESS: Shire court of Yorkshire. For William Foliot, see Date. Unlike Hugh de
Laval in {2}, Regesta 1286, below, William Foliot is not given precedence over the
sheriff; he is treated as an official rather than an officer. It is supposition that he is
addressed as principal tenant of the honour of Pontefract, and he may appear here in
some other capacity.
WITNESS: Nigel d’Aubigny.
PLACE: Woodstock, Oxon.
CONTEXT: See Headnote. Although this act confirms one of the earliest gifts to the
community at Nostell, it is doubtful whether it is close to it in date. The second of the
two general confirmations ({25} § 6*) refers to this gift in these terms, ‘dimidiam uero
carucatam terre in qua predicta ecclesia sita est et eidem ecclesie adiacet et duas
bouatas terre in Herthewic quam simul terram Robertus de Lasceyo eis dedit et
concessit et Radulphus Gramaticus quantum ad se inde spectabat’; this is important in
identifying the six bovates of land here as including the site of the oratory as well as
land further north at West Hardwick (where the pre-Augustinian community had had
interests before 1114). Farrer, naming Holmes but apparently following Skaife,
concluded that Ralph le Gramaire could not be identified with Ralph, the joint
Domesday tenant in Featherstone, Purston Jaglin, West Hardwick and Nostell, whom
Skaife had identified as Ralf pincerna, the tenant of Thorpe Audlin in 1086 (Farrer,
Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 133; Skaife, ‘Domesday Book for Yorkshire’, YAJ 14
(1898), 23 n. 88, 25 n. 95). ‘Ralph’ and ‘Ranulf’ are mentioned several times as tenants
of Ilbert: it is likely that the names represent three different people. In his edition of
Domesday, Farrer identified Ranulf, who held four carucates in the manor of Shippen
House and its berewick of Sturton Grange, and four carucates in Knottingley, of Ilbert
de Lacy (DB, i. 315a, 316b; §§ 9. W4, W58), as Ranulf le Gramaire, differentiating him
from Ralph, who held five carucates of Ilbert in the manor of Sturton Grange (DB, i.
315a; § 9. W5), whom he identified as Ralph Paynel (Farrer, ‘Yorkshire Domesday’,
VCH Yorks, ii. 165, 244, 248 and index). His identifications were followed by Clay
(Early Yorkshire Charters, vi. 59; Early Yorkshire Families, 35), but Michelmore



21 OCTOBER 2013 NOSTELL PRIORY 19

missed Farrer’s careful distinction between Ralph and Ranulf and assumed that only
Ralph Paynel held in Shippen and Sturton (West Yorkshire Survey, 525). The note of
the foundation and endowments of St Clement’s chapel in Pontefract castle shows that
Ranulf (‘Randulfus’) le Gramaire had a joint interest with Ilbert de Lacy in Darrington
and Knottingley. The details are obscure, but here is a parallel with the interest of Ralph
le Gramaire, probably Ranulf’s successor, in the gift of Robert de Lacy to Nostell,
expressed in the confirmation as ‘et Radulphus Gramaticus quantum ad se inde
spectabat’.

2 Writ-charter confirming Robert de Lacy’s gift of the
wood of St Oswald to the canons of St Oswald.
Michaelmas 1115 × April 1116 or 26 November 1120 ×
December 1122

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. viir (later p. 13, now
fol. 8r) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis primi’) [B].
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 138 (Liber MM), fol. 3v (copied by
Roger Dodsworth, 1585–1654) [from B].
PRINTED: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 128 (no. 1425) [from B]; Frost, ‘Nostell
priory cartulary’, 264 (no. 38) [from B].
CALENDAR: Farrer 427; Regesta 1286.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) Turst(ino) Eborac(ensi)
archiepiscopo et Hug(oni) de Laual et A(nschetello) de
Bulem(er) uic(ecomiti) et omnibus baronibus suis et omnibus
fidelibus suis francis et anglis de Ebor(aci) scira salutem.
Sciatis me concessisse deo et canonicis sancti Oswaldi nemus
totum quod dicitur nemus sancti Oswaldi sicut Robertus de
Laceio eis dedit et concessit ad essartandum et ad omnia
necessaria eorum et hominum suorum, pro anima patris mei et
matris et antecessorum meorum. T(estibus) Rann(ulfo)
canc(ellario) et Nig(ello) de Albinni. Apud Winton(iam).

Henry king of the English to Thurstan archbishop of York and Hugh de Laval and
Ansketill of Bulmer sheriff and all his barons and all his sworn men French and
English of Yorkshire greeting. Know that I have granted to God and the canons of St
Oswald all the wood that is called St Oswald’s wood just as Robert de Lacy gave and
granted it to them for assarting and for all the needs of them and their men, for the soul
of my father and mother and my predecessors. Witness Ranulf the chancellor and Nigel
d’Aubigny. At Winchester.
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DATE: The date must be after Michaelmas 1115, when Ansketill is most likely to have
become sheriff, and before the king celebrated Christmas at Dunstable 1122
immediately before Ranulf’s accident and subsequent death. As it was given in England
the date must be before April 1116 or after 26 November 1120. Farrer, followed by
Regesta, judged it likely from the place-date that this was dated on the same occasion as
{8}, Regesta 1285, at Winchester. The two witnesses and the place-date, however,
occur frequently. The transaction is a confirmation of the gift made by Robert de Lacy,
who lost his lordship of Pontefract in 1109 × 1115. His successor Hugh de Laval is
named in the address here. A possible conclusion might well be that the transaction
happened soon after Robert was deprived and Hugh invested, when the beneficiaries
may have felt particularly insecure.
ADDRESS: Shire court of Yorkshire. Hugh de Laval is included as the lord of the honour
of Pontefract, in whose territory Nostell is situated; his precedence over the sheriff
contrasts with the placing of William Foliot after the sheriff in the address of {1},
Regesta 1628.
WITNESS: Ranulf the chancellor and Nigel d’Aubigny, who both witness a high
proportion of Henry I’s acts for Nostell priory.
PLACE: Winchester.
CONTEXT: See Headnote.

3 Writ-charter instructing that no one shall take anything
from the wood of St Oswald which the king has given
to the canons regular of St Oswald. Michaelmas 1115 ×
April 1116, 26 November 1120 × June 1123, or
September 1126 × August 1127

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. vir (later p. 11, now
fol. 7r) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis \\primi//’) [B].
PRINTED: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 128–9 (no. 1426) [from B]; Frost,
‘Nostell priory cartulary’, 258 (no. 23) [from B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1287.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) archiepiscopo Ebor(acensi) et
Anschetillo de Bulemer et omnibus baronibus et fidelibus suis
francis et anglis de Ebor(aci) scira salutem. Sciatis me libere
dedisse sancto Oswaldo et canonicis regularibus boscum quem
Robertus de Laceio habebat ibi in dominio circa sanctum
Oswaldum pro salute anime mee et antecessorum meorum. Et
ita bene et honorifice teneant sicut Robertus unquam melius et
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honorificentius tenuit. Et nullus inde aliquid capiat sine
licentia eorum super X libras forisfacture. Teste Nig(ello) de
Albinneio. Apud Wintoniam.

Henry king of the English to the archbishop of York and Ansketill of Bulmer and all his
barons and sworn men French and English of Yorkshire greeting. Know that I have
freely given to St Oswald and the canons regular the wood which Robert de Lacy had
there in demesne around St Oswald, for the salvation of my soul and those of my
predecessors. And they shall hold as well and honourably as Robert ever well and
honourably held. And no one shall taken anything therein without their licence upon
£10 of forfeit. Witness Nigel d’Aubigny. At Winchester.

DATE: Whilst the king was in England, after Ansketill of Bulmer became sheriff and
before Nigel d’Aubigny left England for the final time in 1127. Perhaps to be dated to
the same occasion as {2}, Regesta 1286.
ADDRESS: Shire court of Yorkshire.
WITNESS: Nigel d’Aubigny.
PLACE: Winchester.
CONTEXT: The point of this reiteration lies in the injunctions; {2}, Regesta 1286, said
nothing about the canons’ tenurial rights, whereas this adds that they shall hold
‘honourably’ and more importantly prohibits the levying of royal dues from the land.
The gift of the wood, said in {2} to have been made by Lacy, is here claimed by the
king.

4 Writ-charter confirming gifts to the canons by various
laymen. Autumn 1115 × April 1116

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. viv (later p. 12, now
fol. 7v) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis primi’) [B].
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 138 (Liber MM), fol. 1v–2r (copied
by Roger Dodsworth, 1585–1654) [from B].
PRINTED: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 136–7 (no. 1430) [from B]; Frost,
‘Nostell priory cartulary’, 260–61 (no. 30) [from B]; Frost, Foundation of Nostell
Priory, 41–2 [from B].
CALENDAR: Farrer 421; Regesta 1272.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) Turstino archiepiscopo
Ebor(acensi) et Anschetillo de Bulem(er) et omnibus
baronibus francis et anglis de Euerwicscira salutem. Sciatis me
concessisse deo et sancto Oswaldo et canonicis de Nostl(a),
pro anima patris et matris mee et fratris mei Willelmi regis et
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pro anima mea et uxoris mee et filii, terras et omnes res que
date sunt deo et sancto Oswaldo et canonicis in elemosina,
uidelicet [1] unam carucatam terre quam eis dedit Hugo de
Muscampo in Burtona Flandrensi et [2] unam carucatam terre
in Croftona quam eis dedit Suenus filius Ailrici, et [3]

quoddam molendinum quod eis dedit Willelmus Foliot in
Nortona, et [4] quamdam bouatam terre quam Ernulfus de
Prestona eis dedit in Herdewica, et [5] duas bouatas terre quas
eis dedit Leifinus in Winterseta, et [6] septem sol(idos) quos eis
dedit Alanus de Creon apud Eston, et [7] quamdam capellam in
bosco de Tocwit cum omni terra et rebus que pertinent feodo
Ebrardi qui capellam eis dedit et unam bouatam terre in
Tocwit, et [8] unam bouatam terre in Hesela quam Oelardus eis
dedit. Et concedo [9] concordiam quam Thomas archiepiscopus
Ebor(acensis) fecit inter ecclesiam de Sancto Oswaldo et de
Federstan et monachos de Caritate. Et uolo et concedo et
firmiter precipio ut teneant amodo imperpetuum hec
supradicta libere et quiete de omnibus geldis et placitis et
consuetudinibus et omnibus querelis et occasionibus que ad
me pertinent. Testibus Turst(ino) archiepiscopo Ebor(acensi)
et Rann(ulfo) episcopo Dunolm(ensi) et Rann(ulfo)
canc(ellario) et Nig(ello) de Albinneio et Pagano filio
Iohannis. Apud Clarendonam.

Henry king of the English to Thurstan archbishop of York and Ansketill of Bulmer and
all his barons French and English of Yorkshire greeting. Know that I have granted to
God and St Oswald and the canons of Nostell, for the soul of my father and mother and
my brother King William and for my soul and those of my wife and son, the lands and
all the property that were given to God and St Oswald and the canons in alms, namely
[1] one carucate of land which Hugh de Muschamp gave them in Burton Fleming, and
[2] one carucate of land in Crofton which Swein fitz Aelric gave them, and [3] a mill
which William Foliot gave them in Norton, and [4] a bovate of land which Ernulf de
Preston gave them in West Hardwick, and [5] two bovates of land which Lefwin gave
them in Wintersett, and [6] 7s [of rent] which Alan de Craon gave them at Eston, and
[7] a chapel in the wood of Tockwith together with the land and property which belongs
to the fee of Everard who gave them the chapel, and one bovate of land in Tockwith,
and [8] one bovate of land in Hessle which Olard gave. And I grant [9] the agreement
which Thomas archbishop of York made between the church of St Oswald [on the one
hand] and Featherstone and the monks of La Charité [on the other]. And I will and
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grant and firmly command that they shall hold these foresaid hereafter for ever freely
and quit of all gelds and pleas and customs and all plaints and incidents which belong
to me. Witness Thurstan archbishop of York and Ranulf bishop of Durham and Ranulf
the chancellor and Nigel d’Aubigny and Pain fitz John. At Clarendon.

DATE: A date between Ansketill’s taking up office as sheriff at Michaelmas 1115 and
the king’s leaving England in April 1116 is most likely. Theoretically a date after the
king and Archbishop Thurstan had returned to England and before the death of Ranulf
the chancellor, January 1121 × December 1122, is also possible. But the wording of the
pro anima clause surely implies a date before the death of Queen Matilda on 1 May
1118 and the subsequent death of William Ætheling in 1120. Two other factors that
suggest the early period are the predominantly local character of most of the gifts and
the fact that almost all are land. The chapel in the wood at Tockwith here, reminiscent
of the original oratory at Nostell, may be the first gift of ecclesiastical property received
by the canons after the initial donation of Robert de Lacy. From c. 1121 the canons
were often given churches.
ADDRESS: Shire court of Yorkshire.
WITNESS: Archbishop Thurstan, also named in the address; Ranulf Flambard, bishop of
Durham; Ranulf the chancellor; Nigel d’Aubigny; Pain fitz John.
PLACE: Clarendon, Wilts. The editors of Regesta brought together seven acts so dated in
a sequence dated ?April 1121 (Regesta 1270–76), but there is no basis for treating them
as a single occasion; Farrer divided them between four different occasions, all
guesswork.
CONTEXT: See discussion in Headnote for the significance of Archbishop Thomas’s
agreement concerning the extinction of Featherstone’s parochial rights at Nostell.
Featherstone, Crofton, West Hardwick, Wintersett and Hessle are all within a mile or
two of Nostell. Some of the individual gifts are attested elsewhere. [1] Hugh de
Muschamp was the ancestor of the Hugh de Muschamp who held two fees of the
archbishop of York and three fees of Earl Simon in 1166. The fees held of the
archbishop included land in South Muskham (Notts) and in Dowsby (Lincs), where in
1086 ‘Hugh, the archbishop’s man’ was tenant of three carucates (DB, i. 340a; Lincs §
2. 29; RBE, 383, 414; W. Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, i. 45, ii. 545). [2] Swein fitz
Aelric gave the canons of Nostell not only this land in Crofton but also other land and
churches confirmed by Henry I ({17}, Regesta 1494, below). He was also a benefactor
of the monks of Pontefract (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 169, 178, 316–17,
nos. 1475, 1485, 1663). His father Aelric had held extensive lands in the West Riding
before the Conquest and survived as a substantial tenant of Ilbert de Lacy. Swein
continued to hold in the honour of Pontefract, and after 1122 he acquired estates under
Ranulf Meschin in Cumberland. He died c. 1129–30, when his son Adam paid a relief
in Yorkshire and in Cumberland Hervey de Vesci made fine for the marriage of
Swein’s widow (PR 31 Henry I, 24, 142). His son Adam fitz Swein confirmed this gift
to Nostell along with his other gifts ({17}, Regesta 1494) after 1143 (Farrer, Early
Yorkshire Charters, iii. 319–20, no. 1664). Leland, Itinerary, ed. L. Toulmin Smith, i.
40, reports an improbable story that Swein’s father Aelric was son of ‘Richard
Aschenald’ who held the castle and town of Pontefract before the Conquest. [3] For
William Foliot, see {1}, Regesta 1628, above. There were two mills at Norton in the
parish of Campsall near Doncaster. This is the older east mill. The later west mill was
granted to the monks of Pontefract by William Foliot’s son Jordan after 1159 (Holmes,
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Ctl. Pontefract, i. 135–7; Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 214–15, nos. 1527–8).
Jordan also confirmed to the canons of Nostell ‘molendinum de Nortona quod pater
meus eis prius dederat in elemosinam cum homine et terra adiacente eidem molendino’
(Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 216, no. 1529). [4] Ernulf de Preston (named
from Purston Jaglin, now part of Featherstone) was a baron of Robert de Lacy’s honour,
who contributed also to his foundation of St Clement’s chapel in Pontefract castle
(Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 186, no. 1492). [5] The gift by Lefwin (OE
Leofwine) of two bovates in Wintersett is not otherwise mentioned. According to {17},
Regesta 1494, Swein fitz Aelric gave a carucate and six bovates in Wintersett:
according to the general confirmations ({24}, {25} § 43), he gave the whole manor of
Wintersett. [6] Alan de Craon’s grant of 7s in Eston appears in the first general
confirmation as 7s in Botoluestan ({24} § 32) but was omitted from the second
confirmation. The place is Boston (Lincs). Guy de Craon was a tenant-in-chief in Lincs
in 1086. Boston is not mentioned in Domesday, but Guy held in Freiston and Fishtoft a
few miles to the east (DB, i. 367d; §§ 57. 37, 39). Alan de Craon, apparently his son,
occurs in the Lindsey survey and was the founder of Freiston priory (Monasticon, iv.
124–6; Sanders, English Baronies, 47). [7] Everard, who gave the chapel ‘in the wood
of Tockwith’, may have been the uncle of Geoffrey fitz Pain, one of the king’s
chaplains; see note to {12}, Regesta 1308. The chapel was named Skewkirk (from ON
for ‘wood + church’), but a deed by Albreda de Harcourt, wife of Geoffrey fitz Pain’s
nephew William Trussebut, refers to ‘pauperes canonicos ecclesie de Bosco’ (Ctl.
Nostell, fol. clxir, now fol. 127r, datable 1154 × 1176; Clay, Early Yorkshire Charters,
x. 35, no. 6). [8] Hessle in 1066 was held by Alwardus (DB, i. 316b; § 9. W53), perhaps
the same as held other lands north of Leeds (DB, i. 307c; §§ 5. W1–W5); it is possible
that the family remained in occupation, and that Olardus (plausibly the same name,
Oilier in Anglo-Norman spelling) was a descendant. Hessle, like Ackworth, was part of
the Lacy fee until Robert de Lacy was banished; in {13}, Regesta 1460, the manor of
Hessle and the service of Oilier were given to Nostell by Hugh de Laval. [9] The
agreement in Archbishop Thomas’s name was printed from the cartulary by Farrer,
Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 159–60, no. 1465; see discussion in Headnote.

5 Writ-charter granting to the canons a five-day fair at St
Oswald’s feast. April 1116 × November 1120, probably
April 1116 × summer 1119

CARTAE ANTIQUAE COPY: PRO Cartae Antiquae Roll HH, C52/32, mem. 7, no. 25 [B].
CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. viir (later p. 13, now
fol. 8r) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis primi’) [C].
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 138 (Liber MM), fol. 113r (copied by
Roger Dodsworth, 1585–1654) [from C].
PRINTED: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 139 (no. 1433) [from B]; Frost, ‘Nostell
priory cartulary’, 266 (no. 42) [from C].
CALENDAR: Farrer 342, 402; Regesta 1207.
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Henr(icus) dei gratia rex Angl(orum) et dux Normann(orum)
Turstino Ebor(acensi) archiepiscopo et Hugoni de Valle et
uicecomiti et omnibus baronibus et fidelibus suis francis et
anglis Ebor(aci) scire salutem. Sciatis me concessisse
canonicis sancti Oswaldi ut habeant feriam apud Nostel
duobus diebus ante festum sancti Oswaldia et in die festi et
duobus diebus post festum, et bene et quiete et honorifice eam
teneant cum omnibus consuetudinibus suis que ferie pertinere
debent. Et omnes homines ad ipsam feriam uenientes et inde
redeuntes cum omnibus rebus suis firmam pacem meam
habeant. Et nullus eos disturbet nec aliquam contumeliam siue
iniuriam eis faciat super X libras forisfacture. T(estibus)
Rann(ulfo) canc(ellario) et Henr(ico) comite de Auco et
Rogero filio Ricardi et Vnfr(ido) de Bohun et Pag(ano) filio
Iohannis et Rad(ulfo) de Todeneio et Engelr(amo) de
Abern(one). Apud Rotomagum.

a om. C

Henry by the grace of God king of the English and duke of the Normans to Thurstan
archbishop of York and Hugh de Laval and the sheriff and all his barons and sworn
men French and English of Yorkshire greeting. Know that I have granted to the canons
of St Oswald that they shall have a fair at Nostell on the two days before the feast of St
Oswald and on the day of the feast and on the two days after the feast, and they shall
hold it well and quietly and honourably with all their customs that ought to pertain to
the fair. And all men coming to that fair and returning from it with their goods shall
have my firm peace and no one shall disturb them nor do them any insult or injury upon
£10 of forfeit. Witness Ranulf the chancellor and Henry count of Eu and Roger fitz
Richard and Humfrey de Bohun and Pain fitz John and Ralph de Tosni and Engelram
de Abernon. At Rouen.

DATE: After Thurstan was nominated archbishop, 15 August 1114, and before the
accident in January 1123 that ended the life of Ranulf the chancellor. Between these
limits the king was in Normandy from April 1116 until November 1120. It is unlikely
that the king would have addressed this writ to the archbishop after their rift in summer
1119. Following the place-date, speculatively, Regesta goes for ?June 1119 at Rouen,
when Thurstan witnessed 0000, Regesta 1205 for St John’s abbey, Colchester. If this
were correctly guessed, one must wonder who was bringing the priory’s interest to the
king’s attention. Nicholl, Thurstan, 131n, suggests that Henry was trying to show
friendliness toward Thurstan. A date during 1116–17, when the canons may have acted
in their own interests in sending to the king in Normandy not long after receiving {4},
Regesta 1272, may be equally plausible.
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ADDRESS: Shire court of Yorkshire
WITNESS: Ranulf the chancellor; Henry, count of Eu, who rarely attests; Roger fitz
Richard; Humfrey de Bohun; Pain fitz John; Ralph de Tosni; Engelram de Abernon.
PLACE: Rouen.
CONTEXT: The feast of St Oswald is 5 August. Prior Athelwold witnessed King
Stephen’s renewal of this grant at Oxford before 1139 (Ste/621), by which date the
honour of Pontefract had been restored to Robert de Lacy’s son Ilbert, who is named in
the address there. The fair was continued at Nostell until 1330, when Edward III
granted the right instead to hold a five-day fair at Breedon-on-the-Hill (Leics) at All
Saints’ Day (CalCh, iv. 186).
AUTHENTICITY: The act is preceded in the cartulary by twenty-five charters of Henry I
and Henry II, none of which include ‘dei gratia’, so a mistake by the transcriber is
unlikely. There is nothing else suspicious in the text, and ‘dei gratia’ when paired with
‘dux Normannorum’ and the Rouen place-date may be indicative of a Norman
draftsman rather than forgery. However, the similarity of the text to that of Henry’s lost
act granting fairs at Woodkirk {6}, not in Regesta, raises the possibility of fabrication
of one or other, if not both, of these acts.

6 Lost act granting two fairs at Woodkirk. 1116 × 1135

SOURCE: Writ-charter of King Stephen, Ste/622, datable 1136 × 1139. The route of
transmission is as {25}, i.e. chancery enrolment in PRO Confirmation Roll, 3 Henry
VIII, pt 2, C56/45, mem. 8, no. 12, inspeximus dated 21 May 1511, whence Wakefield
RO, MS WYL1352/C1/1/3 (s. xvi), fol. 35r, whence Bodl. MS Dodsworth 116 (Liber
A), fol. 28r.
PRINTED: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 144–5 (no. 1442) [from Dodsworth];
Regesta, iii. 229 (no. 622) [from Dodsworth].
CALENDAR: Not in Regesta.

Sciatis me concessisse canonicis sancti Oswaldi ut habeant feriam apud
Wodkirk II diebus ante festum assumptionis Marie et in die festi, et
duobus diebus ante festum nativitatis Marie et in die festi, et bene et in
pace et quiete et honorifice eam teneant cum omnibus consuetudinibus
suis que ferie pertinere debent sicut melius tenuerunt tempore regis
Henrici et sicut ipse precepit per cartham suam. Et omnes homines ad
ipsam feriam uenientes et inde redeuntes cum omnibus rebus suis firmam
pacem meam habeant et nullus eos disturbet nec aliquam contumeliam
siue iniuriam eis faciat super decem libras forisfacture.

Know that I have granted to the canons of St Oswald that they shall have a fair at
Woodkirk on the two days before the feast of the assumption of Mary and on the day of
the feast and on the two days before the feast of the nativity of Mary and on the day of
the feast, and they shall hold it well and in peace and quietly and honourably with all
their customs that ought to pertain to the fair, just as they most well held in the time of
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King Henry and just as he ordered by his charter. And all men coming to that fair and
returning from it with their goods shall have my firm peace and no one shall disturb
them nor do them any insult or injury upon £10 of forfeit.

DATE: Unlikely to have been given before the grant of the fair at Nostell.
CONTEXT: The gift of the church of Woodkirk (in Morley wood), by Ralph de L’Isle
and William his son, ‘by the hand of archbishop Thurstan’ is included in one version of
the general confirmation ({24}). Earl William of Warenne’s name is added to the
donors in the other version ({25}). Morley was held by Ilbert de Lacy in 1086, but was
waste (DB, i. 317d; §9. W118). Later it was held of Lacy by Ralph de L’Isle and his
descendants (West Yorkshire Survey, 458). The canons established a cell at Woodkirk.
In 1138 × 1147 William, 3rd earl of Warenne confirmed the land in which the church
was sited and other land to the church of Woodkirk and the canons there (Clay, Early
Yorkshire Charters, viii. 83, no. 31). There are several Morley and Woodkirk deeds in
the cartulary, but all are much later (Ctl. Nostell, fols. 40r–41v).
AUTHENTICITY: The text is almost identical to that of Henry’s grant of the fair at Nostell
({5}, Regesta 1207), itself not free from suspicion, which was repeated verbatim in
King Stephen’s confirmation of that fair (Ste/621), given on the same occasion as this
confirmation. Although some standard form is visible in Henry’s grants of fairs to other
beneficiaries, it is clear that one of the Nostell grants must depend on the other. There is
therefore a possibility that one or other, or both, was manufactured by the canons in
order to obtain Stephen’s confirmation.

7 Writ-charter granting to the canons regular the church
of St Oswald at Bamburgh (Northumb). April 1116 ×
summer 1119

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. viir (later p. 13, now
fol. 8r) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis’) [B].
PRINTED: E. Bateson in A History of Northumberland (Newcastle, 1893–1940), i. 74n
[from B]; Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 128 (no. 1424) [from B]; Frost, ‘Nostell
priory cartulary’, 265 (no. 40) [from B].
CALENDAR: Farrer 383; Regesta 1217.

Henricus rex Anglorum archiepiscopis episcopis abbatibus
comitibus baronibus uicecomitibus et omnibus fidelibus suis
totius Anglie salutem. Sciatis me pro animabus patris et matris
mee et antecessorum et successorum meorum et pro salute
anime mee et pro statu regni mei dedisse deo et sancto
Oswaldo de Nostl(a) et canonicis regularibus eiusdem loci
ecclesiam de Baenburch cum omnibus pertinentiis et
libertatibus suis in puram et perpetuam elemosinam. Et uolo et
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concedo et firmiter precipio ut bene et in pace et quiete et
honorifice habeant et teneant predictam ecclesiam de
Baenburch cum omnibus pertinentiis suis tanquam dominicam
elemosinam meam liberam et quietam ab omni seculari
seruicio. Et post mortem Algari presbiteri sit in manu propria
canonicorum ad sustentationem suam imperpetuum. Test(ibus)
Turstino archiepiscopo Ebor(acensi) et Rann(ulfo) episcopo
Dunelm(ensi) et Iohanne episcopo Luxouiensi et Rann(ulfo)
canc(ellario) et Eustac(hio) filio Iohannis. Apud Bonam
uillam.

Henry king of the English to the archbishops bishops abbots earls barons sheriffs and
all his sworn men of all England greeting. Know that I, for the souls of my father and
mother and my predecessors and successors and for the salvation of my soul and for
the state of my realm, have given to God and St Oswald of Nostell and the canons
regular of the same place the church of Bamburgh with all its appurtenances and
liberties in pure and perpetual alms. And I will and grant and firmly command that they
shall have and hold well and in peace and quietly and honourably the foresaid church
of Bamburgh with all its appurtenances as my lordly alms free and quit of all secular
service. And after the death of Algar the priest it shall be in the hand of the canons for
their sustenance for ever. Witness Thurstan archbishop of York and Ranulf bishop of
Durham and John bishop of Lisieux and Ranulf the chancellor and Eustace fitz John. At
Bonneville.

DATE: The same dating criteria as {5}, Regesta 1207, above, except that here Thurstan
attests, so the date must be before he left the king late in summer 1119. Regesta goes
for ?1119, but again 1116–17 may be more plausible.
ADDRESS: General address.
WITNESS: Thurstan, archbishop of York, not yet consecrated; Ranulf Flambard, bishop
of Durham; John, bishop of Lisieux; Ranulf the chancellor; Eustace fitz John.
PLACE: Bonneville, Normandy.
CONTEXT: The church of Bamburgh (Northumb) was presumably given because the
relics of St Oswald had been enshrined there in the seventh and eighth centuries (Bede,
HE III 6, 12, Plummer, i. 139, 152). The earldom of Northumberland, including
Bamburgh, came into William II’s hands after the defeat of Robert de Mowbray in
1095, and the county remained under the control of successive kings until granted by
Stephen to King David in 1139 (E. Bateson, ‘The parish of Bamburgh’, in History of
Northumberland (Newcastle, 1893–1940), i. 25–7; Complete Peerage, ix. 705–6).

The first general confirmation in the name of Henry I refers to the church of
Bamburgh with chapel(s), lands, and tithes which belong to the same church, just as
Algar the priest held them, and the lands, that is Fleetham and Elford, and the land of St
Aidan ({24} § 2). The second general confirmation ({25}), that of Henry II (H2/1966),
and Bishop Hugh’s confirmation which cites them, refer to the churches of St Oswald
and St Aidan at Bamburgh, and make no mention of Fleetham or Elford. St Aidan is the
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dedication of the parish church in Bamburgh. Snape (Snape, EEA 24 Durham 1153–
1195 (London, 2002), 97, no. 113n) notes that the existence of two churches at
Bamburgh is not supported outside these acts and suggests that the church carried a
double dedication. Yet Bateson, 74, had already noted the archaeological evidence for
an apsidal chapel in the inner bailey of Bamburgh castle, which presumably occupied
the site of St Peter’s church in which the relic of St Oswald had been venerated. One
might hazard that two churches developed quickly, the dedication to St Oswald was
associated with the canons’ church originally in the castle, and that for parochial
purposes a new church was built dedicated to St Aidan (perhaps inspired by twelfth-
century interest in Bede’s Historia).

The church became a conventual dependency and housed several canons
(Bateson, 73–94). Henry II ordered the bishop of Durham to ensure the canons’
possession of the church ‘sicut carta regis Henrici aui mei et carta mea testatur’
(H2/1972; Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 155, no. 1456).

The priest Algar who retained a life interest might be the Northumbrian clerk
of that name to whom Archbishop Thomas wrote, complaining that he had given to the
clergy of Teviotdale in the diocese of Durham chrism and oil that the Archbishop had
sent for the church of Glasgow (Burton, EEA 5 York 1070–1154, 8–9, no. 6, datable
1109 × 1114 if assumed to be Thomas II). How long his life interest in Bamburgh
lasted is not known. Bateson, 75, inferred that Algar died during the Exchequer year
1171–2, from the use of present tense, ‘de una carrucata terre quam Algarus presbiter
tenet’ (PR 17 Henry II, 75), and past ‘. . . quam Algarus presbiter tenuit’ (PR 18 Henry
II, 66); in the previous year, however, ‘tenet’ was an error, altered to ‘ten.’ (PR 16
Henry II, 47), and in the whole section over the years 12–18 Henry II all entries have
past tenses except those for William de Vesci, the sheriff, who accounts for all these
purprestures. Algar the priest was surely already dead when the canons sought a writ
from Henry II to stop Hugh du Puiset, bishop of Durham, from contravening their rights
at Bamburgh (H2/1972, datable 1155 × 1166; Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 155, no.
1456; discussion by G. V. Scammell, Hugh du Puiset, bishop of Durham (Cambridge,
1956), 198–9). The church of Bamburgh was given to Hugh Murdac, with reversion to
the canons after his death (H2/1975, datable 1163 × 1166; Early Yorkshire Charters, iii.
155, no. 1457). Bishop Hugh confirmed Nostell’s rights, as attested by Henry I’s
charter and by Henry II’s, while reserving the life-interest of Hugh Murdac (printed
from the cartulary by Snape, EEA 24 Durham 1153–1195 (London, 2002), 96–7, no.
113, probably of similar date). It was presumably during his tenure that Prior Geoffrey
of Nostell died at Bamburgh. After Hugh Murdac’s death, King John again exercised
patronage in bestowing the church while still confirming the advowson to the canons
(Bateson, 76–7).

During the Scottish occupation, it may be supposed that Nostell’s interests
were protected. One act of Henry, earl of Northumberland, for the monks of Tynemouth
is dated at Bamburgh and witnessed by Athelwold, bishop of Carlisle, who no doubt
represented the canons of Nostell (D1/79). This was probably in 1139 during a period
when Athelwold was often at King David’s court.

8 Charter granting the canons licence to occupy their new
church and granting them such gifts as have been or will
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be made to them, to hold them with judicial privileges.
January 1121 × December 1122

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. vir (later p. 11, now
fol. 7r) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis’) [B].
PRINTED: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 129 (no. 1427) [from B]; Frost, ‘Nostell
priory cartulary’, 257 (no. 21) [from B].
CALENDAR: Farrer 426; Regesta 1285.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) archiepiscopis episcopis abbatibus
comitibus baronibus uicecomitibus et omnibus fidelibus suis
totius Anglie salutem. Sciatis me concessisse canonicis sancti
Oswaldi ut edificent ecclesiam suam supra uiuarium ubi eam
inceperunt facere et ibi habitent. Et concedo deo et sancto
Oswaldo < . . . > et omnes alias elemosinas quecumque deo et
sancto Oswaldo et canonicis date sunt uel dabuntur quicumque
eis dederit uel dare uoluerit. Et hoc concedo eis pro animabus
patris et matris mee et antecessorum et successorum meorum
et pro salute anime mee et pro statu regni mei. Et uolo et
firmiter precipio ut bene et in pace et quiete et honorifice
teneant cum saca et soca et toll et team et infanguenetheof et
omnibus aliis liberis consuetudinibus in nemore et plano, in
terris et aquis, pratis et pascuis, et in omnibus locis. T(estibus)
Rann(ulfo) cancell(ario) et Rann(ulfo) comite Cestr(ensi) et
comite Dauid et Waltero Gifardo et Nig(ello) de Albinni et
Willelmo Peuerello de Notingh(am) et Vnfr(ido) de Bohun et
Willelmo Malo trauerso et Peur(ello) de Bello campo. Apud
Wintoniam.

Henry king of the English to the archbishops bishops abbots earls barons sheriffs and
all his sworn men of all England greeting. Know that I have granted to the canons of St
Oswald that they shall build their church above the fishpond where they have begun to
do so and shall dwell there. And I grant to God and St Oswald < . . . > and all other
alms, whatever has been given or will be given to God and St Oswald and the canons,
whoever will have given it or will have wished to give it. And I grant this to them for the
souls of my father and mother and my predecessors and successors and for the
salvation of my soul and the state of my realm. And I will and firmly command that they
shall hold well and in peace and quietly and honourably with sake and soke and toll
and team and infangthief and all other free customs in wood and plain, in lands and
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waters, meadows and pastures, and in all places. Witness Ranulf the chancellor and
Ranulf earl of Chester and Earl David and Walter Giffard and Nigel d’Aubigny and
William Peverel of Nottingham and Humfrey de Bohun and William Maltravers and
Peverel de Beauchamp. At Winchester.

DATE: After Ranulf Meschin was made earl of Chester, Epiphany 1121; before the
death of Ranulf the chancellor, early in 1123. Regesta suggests April–May 1121 and
guesses from the place-date that {2}, Regesta 1286, and {3}, Regesta 1287, above
should be dated to the same occasion as this.
ADDRESS: General address.
WITNESS: Ranulf the chancellor; Ranulf Meschin, earl of Chester; Earl David of
Huntingdon; Walter Giffard; Nigel d’Aubigny, justice of Yorkshire; William Peverel of
Nottingham, and to judge from his seniority in the list, this must be about the last
appearance of the elder of that name; Humfrey de Bohun; William Maltravers; Peverel
de Beauchamp.
PLACE: Winchester.
CONTEXT: See Headnote. This charter is the nearest the archive affords to a royal
foundation charter, since it alone provides for the canons to hold with jurisdictional
privileges. It may well be the act referred to in {15}, Regesta 1432, below in a writ
upholding the jurisdictional privileges, ‘sicut precipio per cartam meam et sicut eas
libertates concessi in carta illa’. It was undoubtedly the charter of ‘dominus H. filius W.
Conquestoris’, dated at Winchester, produced in proceedings de quo warranto at
Nottingham in November 1329 concerning Nostell’s rights in the manor of Sookholme
(PQW, 614a).

9 Charter confirming to Prior Athelwold and the canons
regular the gift by Roger de Busli of the church of
Tickhill. January 1121 × spring 1122, possibly Easter
1122

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. viir (later p. 13, now
8r) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis’) [B].
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 138 (Liber MM), fol. 3r (copied by
Roger Dodsworth (1585–1654)) [from B].
PRINTED: Regesta, ii. 344 (no. cxlvii) [from B]; Frost, ‘Nostell priory cartulary’, 264
(no. 39) [from B].
CALENDAR: Farrer 455; Regesta 1319.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) archiepiscopis episcopis baronibus
uicecomitibus et omnibus fidelibus suis salutem. Sciatis me
concessisse et confirmasse deo et ecclesie sancti Oswaldi de
Nostl(a) et Adelwaldo priori et canonicis regularibus eiusdem
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loci ecclesiam de Tykehill’ cum omnibus pertinentiis suis in
puram et perpetuam elemosinam quam Rogerus de Bulli
predicte ecclesie et predictis priori et canonicis in puram et
perpetuam elemosinam coram me per cultellum dedit et
concessit. T(estibus) Walerano comite de Mollen, Rann(ulfo)
canc(ellario), Nig(ello) de Albini, Roberto de Brus, Rogero
filio Ricardi, Pagano filio Iohannis. Apud Norhamton’.

Henry king of the English to the archbishops bishops barons sheriffs and all his sworn
men greeting. Know that I have granted and confirmed to God and the church of St
Oswald of Nostell and to Prior Athelwold and the canons regular of the same place the
church of Tickhill with all its appurtenances in pure and perpetual alms, which Roger
de Busli gave and granted in my presence by means of a knife to the foresaid church
and canons in pure and perpetual alms. Witness Waleran count of Meulan, Ranulf the
chancellor, Nigel d’Aubigny, Robert de Brus, Roger fitz Richard, Pain fitz John. At
Northampton.

DATE: After Waleran was made count in Normandy in 1120 and so after the king
resumed business in January 1121; before Waleran left England after Easter 1122 and
before Ranulf the chancellor died early in 1123. Farrer plausibly makes this one of five
acts that he dates around Easter, 26 March 1122, when the king was at Northampton;
Regesta 1314, 1318, 1318a bring the total to eight (of which two are likely forgeries).
The date when Athelwold was nominated prior is not known.
ADDRESS: General address.
WITNESS: Waleran, count of Meulan; Ranulf the chancellor; Nigel d’Aubigny; Robert
de Brus; Roger fitz Richard; Pain fitz John.
PLACE: Northampton.
CONTEXT: The name Tickhill is not attested in Domesday Book. The later castle and
honour of Tickhill are in Henry I’s time always referred to as the castle and honour of
Blyth, the same name as Roger de Busli’s Benedictine foundation, Blyth priory, a few
miles to the south in Nottinghamshire. The church of St Mary, Tickhill, appears likely
to be a new church, founded close to Roger de Busli’s castle and intruding on the
church in Roger’s manor of Dadsley, where a church and priest are recorded in 1086
(DB, i. 319a; Yorks § 10. W3), and where the castle was built. The traditional ‘site of
All Hallows church’, i.e. Dadsley church, is marked on the first edition 6-inch OS map,
sheet 291 (on All Hallows Hill, almost a mile north-west of Tickhill castle); the name
Dadsley survives at Dadsley Well, due north of Tickhill (Beresford, New Towns, 526).
Nothing remains of the Norman church at St Mary’s, but the thirteenth-century portions
of the surviving building reflect a church of considerable size.

The honour of Blyth was in the king’s hands from 1102. It had belonged to
Roger de Busli in 1086, but he died c. 1098–1100. Orderic reports that Robert de
Bellesme, earl of Shrewsbury, obtained Roger’s lands from William II for a large sum
of money (Orderic, X 7, ed. Chibnall, v. 226), but in 1102 all his estates were forfeit to
Henry I. Around that time, 0000, Regesta 598, for Blyth priory, was addressed to the
custodian of the honour, which was still in the king’s hands in 1129–30, and so
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remained through most of the century (Saunders, English Baronies, 147). The
implication would seem to be, therefore, that Roger’s gift was an old one, dating back
well before the introduction of canons regular to Nostell. And yet the charter expressly
says that Roger de Busli made the gift to the foresaid prior (not known to be in office
before 1122) and canons (not instituted much before 1114), per cultellum, in the
presence of King Henry. The document appears to conflict with more certain evidence.
There is no other semblance of forgery. Timson, Ctl. Blyth, cxviii, was unperturbed,
writing, ‘On 26 March 1122, Henry had confirmed to the canons the church of Tickhill
as Roger de Builli gave it to them’.

A solution was proposed by Chibnall, namely that the gift was made by Roger
de Busli’s son Roger, who has generally been supposed to have been a minor when his
father died and to have been himself dead by 1102. She takes this act as ‘clear and
concrete affirmation that Roger of Bully had granted seisin of Tickhill church to the
canons of Nostell in King Henry’s presence by handing over a knife. The reference
cannot be to a gift by the elder Roger of Bully made in Henry’s presence before he
became king’, because the canons were not settled at Nostell until c. 1114. She
therefore treats this as evidence that the younger Roger ‘was seised of some at least of
his father’s lands in the reign of Henry I and died a good deal later than 1102’ (M. M.
Chibnall, ‘Robert de Bellême and the castle of Tickhill’, in Droit privé et institutions
régionale. Études historiques offertes à Jean Yver (Paris, 1976), 151–6, at p. 153).
Corroboration is adduced from a plea heard in Michaelmas term 1220. Robert de
Vipont claimed ‘castrum et uillam’ of Tickhill on the grounds that his wife Idonea was
descended from Jordan de Busli, son of the uncle of the younger Roger, who was seised
‘ut de feodo et iure et in dominico tempore Henrici regis, scilicet anno et die quo obiit’
(Curia Regis Rolls, ix. 212–13). In other words, the younger Roger is claimed to have
been in possession in December 1135. Now, Chibnall was aware that the castle was in
the king’s hands in 1130 and therefore supposed that this Roger was by then dead (p.
156). The point of this date in the plea was surely to establish a claim in terms of old
feoffment, and it highlights the tendentiousness of the claim to the castle as inheritance
made during the minority of Henry III (Carpenter, Minority of Henry III, 89, 187–8,
275, 397). Roger of Wendover, ii. 227, refers to Vipont as one of the barons who
sought to exploit the king’s difficulties.

There is no good reason to accept that descendants of Roger de Busli or his
brother held the honour after 1102, but in the early thirteenth century John de Busli held
six knights’ fees in the honour of Tickhill (Fees, 32), which passed to Idonea his
daughter and her husband. Lady Stenton’s reference to John de Busli as ‘lord of the
honour of Tickhill’ must be a slip (Rolls of the Justices in Eyre for Yorkshire in 3 Henry
III, Selden Society 56 (1937), xxiv–xxv). We might conjecture that the family had
retained this much land within the honour since Henry I’s time. This act is the only
evidence that the church of Tickhill may have formed part of their retention after 1102
and it is the only contemporary evidence that Roger de Busli’s son Roger inherited
anything or indeed survived at all. If this is correct, then his land passed to his cousin
Jordan de Busli, son of the elder Roger’s brother Ernald.

It may perhaps be supposed that the cartulary has mistakenly altered the
donor’s name, substituting the founder’s name for that of his nephew: in the cartulary
of Blyth we see that Jordan de Busli held lands in Henry I’s time (Ctl. Blyth, 213, no.
331), and his son Richard de Busli held at Maltby (Yorks WR), three miles west of
Tickhill, in Stephen’s and Henry II’s time (ibid. xvii). But no member of the family
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held the castle in Henry I’s time. Whatever lies behind this charter’s naming of Roger
de Busli as the donor of the church, another charter, probably given almost a decade
later, confirms to Nostell ‘the church of Tickhill castle’ as the gift of Archbishop
Thurstan ({20}, Regesta 1626). In the first version of the general confirmation the
‘church of Tickhill’ appears amongst the gifts of the king himself ({24} § 4); in the
second version ({25}) the ‘church of Tickhill castle’ is said to be the gift of Archbishop
Thurstan, who had it by gift of the king. There was also a chapel within Tickhill castle
itself, which first occurs c. 1146, for which see Blyth Headnote.

This and {10}, Regesta 1320, are the first occurrences of Athelwold as prior
and the first datable mention of any prior (Heads, i. 178, 283; Fasti, vi. 60, would have
no reason to begin its list earlier, since the prior of Nostell only became prebendary of
Bramham in the time of Athelwold). The name of Athelwold has been the occasion of
much confusion. In these two acts he is named ‘Adelwaldus’; in his two surviving
letters, both from the cartulary, he appears as ‘Adeloldus’ and A. (Early Yorkshire
Charters, iii. 167–8, nos. 1473–4; Smith, EEA xxx Carlisle 1133–1292, 4–5, nos. 4–5);
elsewhere in the cartulary we find ‘Adelloldus’ (ibid. i. 38, no. 28). In acts of
Archbishop Thurstan from other sources (none of them originals) we find ‘Adeloldus’
(EEA v York 1070–1154, nos. 39–40 from Bridlington cartulary), ‘Adellolf priore’ (no.
63, from St Andrews, a near contemporary copy from Durham), ‘Adelwoldus’ (no. 66,
from the Thurgarton cartulary). The late-thirteenth-century cartulary of Wetheral in the
diocese of Carlisle writes ‘Athelwoldus’ (Register of Wetherhal, 44–7, nos. 15–16;
Smith, EEA xxx Carlisle 1133–1292, 5–7, nos. 7–8). Where he witnesses acts of
Henry I or Stephen preserved as originals, his name is abbreviated to Adel’ (Regesta
1764; Ste/99, 114, 271; also in many acts surviving as cartulary copies), or A. (Regesta
1911, 1919; Ste/936), which does not help, and expansions in later cartularies are often
worse (‘Adelardo’ at Bath, Ste/46). Editors of charters, faced with Adel’ have fared no
better than medieval copyists. The form used by a contemporary at Durham is echoed
by Robert de Torigny, who wrote ‘Adalulfus’ (RS 82 (1884–9), iv. 123). This form has
been adopted as ‘Adelulf’ by Heads and from there in various volumes of EEA. At St
Mary’s abbey, York, in the fourteenth century, we find this comment: ‘priorem eorum
Adelwaldum iuuenem quidem etate sed moribus senilem priorem sancti Oswaldi de
Nollis constituit. Hunc autem Adelwaldum postea corrupte Adulphum uocabant’, and
again, ‘Adelwaldus qui et Adulphus’ (from Leeds, UL, MS Brotherton 29 (formerly Sir
William Ingleby) (s. xiv), fol. 2r; printed by V. H. Galbraith, The Anonimalle Chronicle
1333 to 1381 from a MS written at St Mary’s Abbey York (Manchester, 1927), xlvii).

No evidence has been found to indicate that Athelwold was ever active as
capellanus regis—he never appears as such among the witnesses to Henry I’s known
acts—though if it were true, it would account for his relationship with Archbishop
Thurstan, a long-serving royal priest before he was nominated to York. Robert de
Torigny later reported that King Henry created the new diocese of Carlisle in 1133 ‘et
posuit ibi episcopum primum Adalulfum, priorem canonicorum regularium sancti
Oswaldi, cui solitus erat confiteri peccata sua’ (Chronica, ed. R. Howlett, RS 82 (1884–
9), iv. 123); it would be more natural to interpret this as meaning that Athelwold as
prior used to hear the king’s confession rather than that he had long before been a royal
chaplain. Athelwold’s early career has been conjectured mainly on the basis of what the
narrative says about the obsure Ralph.

There is other evidence that Prior Athelwold was much trusted by Thurstan
and had personal contact with King Henry. At the beginning of February 1123, the king
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had called a council at Gloucester to chose a new archbishop of Canterbury, attended
by the bishops and by representatives of the monks of Canterbury. Thurstan, we are
told, arrived early, and in his entourage were ‘Adeboldus prior sancti Oswaldi’ and
Geoffrey, abbot of St Mary’s York (Hugh the Chanter, ed. Brett, 184). The king
discussed the choice of William of Corbeil, an Austin canon and prior of St Osyth’s,
with Thurstan and Athelwold, and after the election Thurstan sent Prior Athelwold and
Abbot Geoffrey, along with representatives of the canons of York, to communicate with
William. Athelwold himself would play an important role in the king’s strategy for his
northern frontier, as part of which Thurstan conceived that there should be a bishop at
Carlisle. His founding of a priory of Austin canons there as the episcopal church, and
the nomination of Athelwold to hold the see while remaining prior of Nostell are
discussed under Carlisle. The planning of this may have begun as early as 1122–3,
presumably after the king’s visit to the north in late 1122 (Nicholl, Thurstan, 146–7).

Athelwold was also well connected with the Scottish court. King David of
Scotland confirmed to Nostell the grant by his queen to Nostell of an annuity of 40s
from the revenue of the borough of Bedford (Wilson, 149–52; Barrow, Charters of
David I, 76–7, no. 47, datable to c. 1131; confirmed by her son Earl Henry after 1136,
ibid. 106, no. 109). After 1133, King David granted Nostell 3 marks from the silver-
mine of Carlisle (ibid. 122, no. 145).

10 Charter confirming the gift by Robert de Ferrers to Prior
Athelwold and the canons of the church of Breedon-on-
the-Hill (Leics). January 1121 × spring 1122, possibly
c. Easter 1122

CARTULARY COPIES: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. clviiiv (later p. 306,
now fol. 125v) (in the section concerning Breedon) (‘Carta Henrici regis’) [B];
Manchester, JRUL, MS Lat. 222 (cartulary of Breedon priory) (s. xiv), fol. 000 (now
fol. 000) (‘Carta Henrici regis’) [C]; ibid. fol. iii (now fol. 30r) (‘Confirmatio Henrici
regis de ecclesia de Bredon’) [D].
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: BL MS Cotton Claudius A. VIII (s. xvi), fol. 73r, now fol.
79r (one leaf of notes by an unidentified antiquary from the Breedon cartulary).
PRINTED: J. Nichols, The History and Antiquities of the County of Leicester, 4 vols
(London, 1795–1815), iii. 696a, no. 5 [from D]; McKinley, ‘Breedon priory cartulary’,
51 (no. 43) [from C], 63–4 (no. 53) [from D]; Frost, ‘Nostell priory cartulary’, 766 (no.
932) [from B and McKinley].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1320.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) archiepiscopis episcopis comitibus
baronibusa uicecomitibus et omnibus aliisb fidelibus suis
salutem. Sciatis me concessisse et confirmasse Adelwaldoc

priori et canonicis sancti Oswaldi de Nostl(a) ecclesiam de
Bredona cum pertinentiis suis in puram et perpetuam
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elemosinam quam Robertus de Ferrar(iis) coram me predicto
priori et canonicis suis dedit et concessit. Testibusd Thurstino
archiepiscopo Eboracensi, Wallerano comite de Mellent,
Rannulfo cancellario, Nigello de Albeni, Wilhelmo de Peuerel
de Doura. Apud Rokingeham.

a om. B, perhaps added in wrong place in CD b om. C c Adewaldo B
d Testibus C, which omits witnesses Teste D Teste &c. B, which omits witnesses

Henry king of the English to the archbishops bishops earls barons sheriffs and all his
sworn men greeting. Know that I have granted and confirmed to Prior Athelwold and
the canons of St Oswald of Nostell the church of Breedon with its appurtenances in
pure and perpetual alms which Robert de Ferrers gave and granted to the foresaid
prior and canons in my presence. Witness Thurstan archbishop of York, Waleran count
of Meulan, Ranulf the chancellor, Nigel d’Aubigny, William Peverel of Dover. At
Rockingham.

DATE: As {9}, Regesta 1319, above, place-dated at Northampton, about twenty-five
miles from Rockingham. The witnesses are similar to those of {9}; the presence of
Count Waleran at this period is unusual, and it is likely that the two acts are close
together in time.
ADDRESS: General address.
WITNESS: Thurstan, archbishop of York; Waleran, count of Meulan; Ranulf the
chancellor; Nigel d’Aubigny; William Peverel of Dover.
PLACE: Rockingham, Northants.
CONTEXT: Robert de Ferrers, earl of Derby, was considered the founder of the priory at
Breedon, and his foundation charter is on fol. i (now fol. 28r) of the cartulary. This
dates from King Stephen’s reign and styles the founder ‘Robertus comes de
Notingham’. It begins with the grant of ‘ecclesiam sancte Marie et sancti Hardulfi de
Bredona cum omnibus pertinentiis suis, viz. cum quatuor uirgatis terre et cum decima
mea tota et hominum meorum de Tunga et de Andreskirka et de Wyuelestona, et
capellam de Wordintona et capellam de Stauntona cum terris et decimis et pertinentiis
eoarm et similiter decimas de Neubolt et de Didesworda quantum pertinet feudo meo’;
it goes on to specify the increase in his gift. Robert’s original deed (if there was one)
has not been found. As well as receiving this royal confirmation, the gift was also
confirmed by Bishop Robert (EEA 1 Lincoln 1067–1185, 10, no. 12). Henry II ordered
William Pantulf to allow the canons possession of the church of Breedon in 1163 ×
1172 (H2/1974).

11 Writ ordering Bishop R. of Chester to restore the rights
of the canons which the clerks of Makerfield (Lancs)
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have withheld [in the church of Winwick (Lancs)].
c. 1114 × 1133, perhaps 1123 or 1133

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. viv (later p. 12, now
fol. 7v) (no rubric) [B].
PRINTED: W. Farrer, The Lancashire Pipe Rolls . . . Also Early Lancashire Charters
(Liverpool, 1902), 300 [from B]; Frost, ‘Nostell priory cartulary’, 263 (no. 35) [from
B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1775.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) R. episcopo de Cestr(ia) salutem.
Mando tibi quod plenum rectum facias et iustic(iam) priori et
canonicis de sancto Oswaldo de rectitudinibus suis quas clerici
sui de Machesfelda eis disforciant ne audiam inde clamorem.
T(este) canc(ellario). Apud Fereham.

Henry king of the English to R. bishop of Chester greeting. I order you that you shall do
full right and justice to the prior and canons of St Oswald in the matter of their rights of
which their clerks of Makerfield deprive them, so that I shall not hear complaint in this
matter. Witness the chancellor. At Fareham.

DATE: The wider limits are set by the earliest likely date for the gift of the church of
Winwick and the final departure of the king from England. There are three successive
bishops of Chester with the same initial: Robert de Limesey, died 1 September 1117;
vacancy until January 1121, when Robert Peche became bishop, died 22 August 1126;
vacancy until October 1129, when Roger de Clinton became bishop. Farrer argued for a
date when the king was at Fareham in June 1123; the king was then in Normandy from
June 1123 until after the death of Robert Peche. Regesta preferred to bring together as
one occasion all eleven acts place-dated at Fareham (Regesta 1768–78), with a date in
July 1133, which is not demonstrably incorrect.
ADDRESS: The bishop of Chester as the ordinary authority in an ecclesiastical matter
within his diocese.
WITNESS: Writs commonly have this formula during the time of Ranulf as chancellor
down to New Year 1123 and of Geoffrey Rufus thereafter. By July 1133 Geoffrey
Rufus was bishop of Durham but he still used the title chancellor (0000, Regesta 1770–
72, 1777).
PLACE: Fareham, Hants.
CONTEXT: The church of St Oswald at Winwick was an important minster church in the
barony of Makerfield, which was held by Stephen, count of Mortain, as part of the
honour of Lancaster, which he is thought to have been granted c. 1113. Farrer looked
for Count Stephen’s deed in the cartulary and concluded that it had probably been lost
‘through the tearing out of a number of the leaves’; the general confirmations ({24},
{25} § 38) refer to the donors as Count Stephen and his chaplain Roger de Limesey.
Farrer, VCH Lancs, iv. 125, dated this gift 1114 × 1121 (between the founding of
Nostell and the supposed date of {24} below). Farrer also thought that this was a
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renewal, since he was aware of what was said in the survey of 1212: ‘Rogerus
Pictauensis dedit ecclesiam de Wynequic canonicis de sancto Oswaldi cum duabus
carucatis terre. Ricardus persona de Wynewyc tenet ij partes et Robertus de Waleton’
tenet terciam partem . . .’ (Fees, i. 217; Farrer, Lancashire Inquests, Extents and Feudal
Aids, i. 72). ‘Possibly the dedication suggested to Roger of Poitou the propriety of
granting it to St Oswald’s priory, Nostell’, he inferred (VCH Lancs, iv. 125), though he
must have known that Roger the Poitevin had lost control in Lancashire more than a
decade before the priory was founded. It is more likely that the jurors of the shire in
1212 had got their history wrong.

The occasion of this writ must have been that the priests of the church had
been withholding payments due to the priory. There was another dispute in 1252 over
what was then a pension of 50s paid by the clerks to the canons (VCH Lancs, iv. 125,
citing Reg. Alexander Stavensby, fol. 61v).

12 Writ-charter confirming Geoffrey fitz Pain’s gift to
Nostell priory of two bovates in Tockwith. c. 1114 ×
1126

CARTULARY COPIES: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii), fol. clxir (later p. 311,
now fol. 127r) (in the section concerning Skewkirk) (‘Carta Henrici regis Angl(orum)’)
[B]; Leeds RO, WYL655/1 (s. xv) (Wilstrop cartulary), fol. 55r (‘Carta Henrici regis
Angl(orum)’) [C]; Manchester, JRUL, MS Lat. 225 (s. xvi) (cartulary of Skewkirk
priory), fol. 3r [D].
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPTS: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 138 (Liber MM), fol. 92v (copied
for Roger Dodsworth) [from B]; Leeds, Yorkshire Archaeological Society, MS 282
(copied by Roger Dodsworth, 1585–1654), fol. 84r (no. 467) [from C]; Bodl. MS
Dodsworth 9, fol. 283r (copied by Roger Dodsworth from ‘MM fol. 92’) [from
Dodsworth 138].
PRINTED: Dugdale, ii. 43a [from B], repr. Monasticon, vi. 102 (no. i); G. C. Ransome,
‘The Chartulary of Tockwith alias Scokirk’, in Miscellanea iii, YAS Record Series 80
(1931), 173 (no. 14) [from D]; Clay, Early Yorkshire Charters, x. 31–2 (no. 2) [from
BD]; Frost, ‘Nostell priory cartulary’, 774 (no. 945) [from B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1308.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum)a T(urstino) Ebor(acensi)
archiepiscopo et Nig(ello) de Albinnib et omnibus baronibus et
fidelibus suis Eboraci scirec salutem. Sciatis me concessisse
sancto Oswaldo de Nostlad et canonicis eiusdem loci duas
bouatas terre in perpetuam elemosinam quas Gaufr(idus)e

filius Pag(ani) eis dedit in Tockwið. Et concedo et confirmo
eis ut tales habeantf libertates et consuetudines in bosco in
plano in pascuis in porcorum pasnagiis quas Gaufr(idus)e
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habuit concessione ipsius Gaufr(idi) coram me. Et uolo et
firmiter precipio ut bene et in pace et honorifice teneant sicut
melius tenet aliqua ecclesia. Teste Waltero de Gloc(ester).
Apud Waltam.

a Anglie CD b Albuni B Albini CD c Eborasiscire C Eborascere D
d Nostleighe CD e Gaufr(idus) B ] Galfr(idus) C Galfridus D f habent C

Henry king of the English to Archbishop T(hurstan) and Nigel d’Aubigny and all his
barons and sworn men of Yorkshire greeting. Know that I have granted to St Oswald of
Nostell and the canons of the same place two bovates of land in perpetual alms which
Geoffrey fitz Pain gave to them in Tockwith. And I grant and confirm to them that they
shall have such liberties and customs in wood and plain in pastures in pannage of pigs
as Geoffrey had, by grant of the same Geoffrey in my presence. And I will and firmly
command that they shall hold well and in peace and honourably just as any other
church well holds. Witness Walter of Gloucester. At Waltham.

DATE: The outer limits of date are set by the earliest likely date for the gift of land in
Tockwith, and the retirement of Walter of Gloucester in 1126. According to Greenway,
Nigel d’Aubigny’s term as county justice came to an end c. 1118 (Greenway, Mowbray
Charters, p. xvii), and if so, and if indeed he is addressed in that capacity, the date
would be July 1113 × September 1114 or July 1115 × April 1116, while the king was in
England. Walter of Gloucester was the sole witness to a lost act for Wymondham,
place-dated at Waltham, datable only to 1100 × 1126 (0000, Regesta 1310). John
Burton, Monasticon Eboracense, 312 note h, identified Archbishop T. as ‘one of the
Thomas’s’ and was followed by G. C. Ransome; Thurstan is far more likely in the
context of what can be learnt of the process of foundation. Regesta proposed a range
1109 × 1121 (because the grant is included in the spurious confirmation, {24}). Clay,
Early Yorkshire Charters, x. 31–2 (no. 2), rejected this date, favouring 1121 × 1129,
that is between the earliest possible date for the other general confirmation {25} and the
death of Nigel d’Aubigny.
ADDRESS: Shire court of Yorkshire. Nigel d’Aubigny, addressed as justice of Yorkshire.
WITNESS: Walter of Gloucester, sheriff of Gloucester.
PLACE: Waltham.
CONTEXT: A grant of land and the chapel at Tockwith by one Everard was confirmed by
the king in {4}, Regesta 1272, above; Nicholl, Thurstan, 130n, suggests that Geoffrey
fitz Pain, one of the king’s chaplains, was his nephew, noting that in 1129–30 Robert
fitz Pain made fine of 7 marks for the lands of Everard his uncle in Kilham (PR 31
Henry I, 27): Robert’s writ-charter from the king has survived (000, Regesta 1464).
Perhaps Geoffrey had already inherited land in Tockwith from his father.

13 Writ-charter confirming the exchange negotiated by
Archbishop Thurstan and Hugh de Laval between the
canons of St Oswald and the monks of St John of
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Pontefract concerning the church of Featherstone, and
confirming other gifts by Hugh de Laval. 1114 × 1127,
probably 1121 × March 1123

CARTULARY COPY FROM NOSTELL: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. viv

(later p. 12, now fol. 7v) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis primi’) [B].
CARTULARY COPY FROM PONTEFRACT: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol.
cxxiiv (later p. 244, now fol. 101v) (in the section concerning Featherstone) (‘Carta H.
regis Anglie de ecclesia de Federstan’) [C].
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 138 (Liber MM), fol. 41r (copied by
Roger Dodsworth, 1585–1654) [from C].
PRINTED: R. Holmes, Chartulary of St John of Pontefract, YAS Record Series 25, 30
(1899–1902), vol. ii, p. lix [from C]; Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 137–8 (no.
1431) [from B], 138–9 (no. 1432) [from C]; Frost, ‘Nostell priory cartulary’, 260 (no.
29) [from B], 658 (no. 738) [from C].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1460.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) T(urstino) Ebor(acensi)
archiepiscopo et omnibus baronibus et fidelibus suis francis et
anglis de Eborac(i) scira salutem. Sciatis me concessisse
escambium quod factum est per Turst(inum) archiepiscopum
Ebor(acensem) et Hugonem de Laual inter monachos sancti
Iohannis de Pont’fracto et canonicos sancti Oswaldi, uidelicet
monachi dant canonicis in escambium ecclesiam omnium
sanctorum de Fedrestan’ pro medietate ecclesie sancti Marie
de castello Pont’fractis et pro medietate parochie pertinente
eidem ecclesie. Et preterea concedo predictis monachis XLV
solidatas redditus quas Hugo de Laual eis dat pro predicto
escambio, uidelicet ecclesiam de Ledesham et alios redditus.
Et canonicis supradictis concedo ecclesiam de Lacwrda et
manerium de Hesal’ cum seruicio Oilerii quod Hugo de Laual
eis dat in elemosinam. T(estibus) Turst(ino) archiepiscopo et
cancellario et Nig(ello) de Albini. Apud Rochingeham.

Pontefract copy: H(enricus) rex Angl(orum) T(urstino) Ebor(acensi) archiepiscopo et
uicecomiti et omnibus baronibus et fidelibus suis de Eborac(i) scira salutem. Sciatis me
concessisse escambium quod factum est per Turst(inum) Ebor(acensem)
archiepiscopum et Hugonem de Valle inter monachos sancti Iohannis de Pont’ fracto et
canonicos sancti Oswaldi, uidelicet ipsis canonicis ecclesiam de Federstan cum terris et
omnibus rebus ipsi ecclesie pertinentibus quam predicti monachi eis dant in escambium
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pro medietate ecclesie sancti Marie de Pont’fracti et pro medietate parochie pertinente
eidem ecclesie. Et preterea concedo prefatis monachis XLV solidatas redditus per
annum quas Hugo de Valle eis dat pro predicto escambio, uidelicet ecclesiam de
Ledesham cum redditibus suis et cum aliis redditibus usque ad perficiendos illos XLV
solidos. Et bene et quiete teneant amodo utique suum excambium. Testibus [&c.]

Henry king of the English to Thurstan archbishop of York and all his barons and sworn
men French and English of Yorkshire greeting. Know that I have granted the exchange
that was made through Thurstan archbishop of York and Hugh de Laval between the
monks of St John of Pontefract and the canons of St Oswald, namely, the monks give to
the canons the church of All Saints of Featherstone in exchange for a moiety of the
church of St Mary in Pontefract castle and a moiety of the parish pertaining to the same
church. And in addition I grant to the foresaid monks 45s of rent which Hugh de Laval
gives them for the sake of the exchange, namely, the church of Ledsham and other
rents. And to the foresaid canons I grant the church of Ackworth and the manor of
Hessle with the service of Oilier which Hugh de Laval gives them in alms. Witness
Archbishop Thurstan and the chancellor and Nigel d’Aubigny. At Rockingham.

DATE: The outer limits are determined by the nomination of Thurstan in August 1114,
and the final departure of Nigel d’Aubigny from England in 1127. The agreement
brokered by Thurstan described here is referred to in a deed of Hugh de Laval
confirming all his gifts to the monks of Pontefract, drawn up in French style and
subscribed by King Henry and members of his court (0000, Regesta 1400), datable
between January and June 1123. On the assumption that Laval’s deed was given only
after the king’s confirmation of the exchange the date-range is correspondingly
reduced. A date contemporary with {10}, Regesta 1320, given at Rockingham in
January 1121 × spring 1122, possibly c. Easter 1122, which includes the archbishop,
Ranulf the chancellor, and Nigel d’Aubigny amongst its witnesses, seems most likely.
Another possibility is a date contemporary with {14}, Regesta 1461, also given at
Rockingham, datable March 1121 × March 1123 or September 1126 × August 1127,
which includes the archbishop and Nigel d’Aubigny among its witnesses. It is surely
unlikely that this confirmation was given at the same time as the acts for Worksop and
Kirkham place-dated at Rockingham in March 1123 or September 1126 × August 1127
(0000, 0000, Regesta 1459, 1463). Thurstan and Athelwold were both present on that
occasion, but there is no sign of the chancellor or Nigel d’Aubigny. As discussed in the
note to 0000 for Worksop, Regesta 1463, a date for these acts in 1123, although
theoretically possible, is highly unlikely, and the later period is too late for the present
act, given that the business was settled by Hugh de Laval in 1123.
ADDRESS: Shire court of Yorkshire.
PLACE: Rockingham, Northants.
CONTEXT: See Headnote. The first agreement made in or before February 1114 had
established that St Oswald’s church would not be dependent on the parish church of
Featherstone. The church of St Mary close to the castle at Pontefract must have been
given by Robert de Lacy, in two halves, to the monks at Pontefract and the canons at
Nostell, both communities of his foundation. By this second agreement, the monks
avoid involvement with the canons at the church on their doorstep, and the canons gain
control of the church nearest to their own site.
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The text printed differs significantly from a second copy in the cartulary,
which omits witnesses. It is possible that the latter represents a different royal
confirmation provided for the monks of Pontefract. The original agreement may have
been in the form of a chirograph, but in confirming its implications for the two parties
the king would not be obliged to do so in exactly the same words. The important
difference is the sentence confirming Hugh de Laval’s grant to the canons of the church
of Ackworth and the manor of Hessle, and its tenant Oilier, which was presumably of
no interest to the monks of Pontefract. Hessle forms part of the parish of Ackworth.
Another royal confirmation ({17}, Regesta 1494), presumably later, includes the church
of Ackworth as one of five churches given to the canons by Hugh de Laval.

14 Writ-charter addressed to the shire court(s) of Norfolk
and Suffolk giving Godric of Norwich and his land and
rent to the canons. March 1121 × March 1123 or
September 1126 × August 1127

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. vir (later p. 11, now
fol. 7r) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis’) [B].
PRINTED: Regesta, ii. 355–6 (no. clxxxiv) [from B]; Frost, ‘Nostell priory cartulary’,
259 (no. 26) [from B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1461.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) Ebrard’ Norwic’ episcopo et
Roberto filio Walteri uicecomiti et omnibus baronibus et
fidelibus suis francis et anglis de Northfol(c) et de Suthfolc
salutem. Sciatis quia do et concedo deo et sancto Oswaldo de
Nostl’ et fratribus eiusdem loci Godric’ de Norwic et terram
suam et III den. et ob. quos mihi reddebat de ipsa terra sua per
annum. Et uolo et firmiter precipio ut ita bene et honorifice et
libere eum et res suas et terram habeant sicut melius habebam
dum fuit in dominio meo. T(estibus) Turstin(o) Ebor(acensi)
archiepiscopo et Ebrard(o) Norwic(ensi) episcopo et Nig(ello)
de Albini et Rog(ero) filio Ric(ardi) et Pag(ano) filii Iohannis.
Apud Rochingeham.

Henry king of the English to Bishop Everard and Robert fitz Walter sheriff and all his
barons and sworn men French and English of Norfolk and Suffolk greeting. Know that I
give and grant to God and St Oswald of Nostell and the brethren of the same place
Godric of Norwich and his land and the rent of 3½ d. which he used to pay me yearly
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from his land. And I will and firmly command that they shall have him and his property
and land as well and honourably and freely as ever I well had him while he was in my
demesne. Witness Thurstan archbishop of York and Everard bishop of Norwich and
Nigel d’Aubigny and Roger fitz Richard and Pain fitz John. At Rockingham.

DATE: After Everard was nominated bishop of Norwich (c. 13 March 1121), and before
Nigel d’Aubigny’s final departure from England with the king in August 1127.
Archbishop Thurstan left England for Rome in mid-March 1123 and did not return until
after the king’s departure for Normandy in June 1123. The king returned to England in
September 1126. Bishop Everard, Roger fitz Richard and Pain fitz John do not attest
any other of the king’s acts place-dated at Rockingham, and so it is hard to say whether
this writ-charter was given on the same occasion as {10}, Regesta 1320, January 1121
× spring 1122, or {13}, Regesta 1460, probably 1121 × March 1123, both also
witnessed by the archbishop and Nigel d’Aubigny. The archbishop and Athelwold,
prior of Nostell, were also with the king at Rockingham in Sept 1126 × Aug 1127
(0000, 0000 for Kirkham and Worksop, Regesta 1459, 1463).
ADDRESS: Shire court(s) of Norfolk and Suffolk.
WITNESS: Thustan, archbishop of York; Everard, bishop of Norwich; Nigel d’Aubigny;
Roger fitz Richard; Pain fitz John.
PLACE: Rockingham.
CONTEXT: Godric of Norwich is described as ‘merchant of Norwich’ in {24} § 41
below.

15 Writ ordering Eustace fitz John to deliver seisin of the
church of Knaresborough, with its lands and customs in
accordance with a new assessment. 1123 × 1135,
perhaps 1124 × 1126

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. viir (later p. 13, now
fol. 8r) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis’) [B].
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 138 (Liber MM), fol. 3r (copied by
Roger Dodsworth, 1585–1654) [from B].
PRINTED: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, i. 385–6 (no. 501) [from B]; Royal Writs,
491 (no. 150) [from Farrer]; Frost, ‘Nostell priory cartulary’, 264 (no. 37) [from B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1432.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) Eustac(hio) filio Iohannis salutem.
Precipio quod facias priorem de sancto Oswaldo et canonicos
tenere ecclesiam de Cnaresburgo quam eis dedi in elemosinam
bene et in pace et honorifice et iuste cum terris et omnibus
consuetudinibus que pertinent ad ipsam ecclesiam. Et
sacramento proborum hominum recognosci facias et terras et
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consuetudines que iuste pertinent ad ipsam ecclesiam, et sicut
fuerint recognite, ita illas facias eis habere, ne audiam inde
clamorem. T(este) episcopo Ebroic(ense). Apud Ebroicas.

Henry king of the English to Eustace fitz John greeting. I command that you shall cause
the prior of St Oswald and the canons to hold the church of Knaresborough, which I
gave them in alms, well and in peace and honourably and justly with the lands and all
customs that justly pertain to that church. And you shall cause to be assessed by the
oath of law-worthy men both the lands and the customs that justly pertain to that
church, and you shall cause the canons to have them just as they are assessed, so that I
shall hear no complaint in this matter. Witness the bishop of Évreux. At Évreux.

DATE: Whether Eustace fitz John is addressed as justice in Yorkshire, or farmer of
Knaresborough, a date before the 1120s is unlikely, so we may assume datable after the
king left England in June 1123. 0000, Regesta 1433 for Savigny, place-dated at Évreux
and witnessed by Archbishop Thurstan and Audoen bishop of Évreux, confirms a gift
made in 1124, and was most likely given before the king returned to England in 1126;
the present act may have been given on the same occasion.
ADDRESS: Eustace fitz John, either as justice in Yorkshire, or the king’s farmer of
Aldborough and Knaresborough. In 1130 Eustace fitz John rendered account for the
farm of two royal manors, Aldborough and Knaresborough, having spent £11 on works
at Knaresborough castle.
WITNESS: Audoen, bishop of Évreux, Thurstan’s brother.
PLACE: Évreux, Normandy.
CONTEXT: Knaresborough was at this date in the royal demesne. No act survives giving
the church of Knaresborough to Nostell, but the gift is included in the first version of
the general confirmation ({24} § 3). In 1218 × 1224 Prior John and the convent of
Nostell gave the church of Knaresborough to Archbishop Walter de Gray (confirmed by
Henry III, 14 July 1228, CalCh, i. 79) and in November 1230 the archbishop combined
Knaresborough and Bickhill to form a prebend in York minster (Reg. W. Gray, 51;
Fasti, vi. 82). From 1231 there is a record of a plea at York in which the jurors said that
the church of Knaresborough was in the king’s gift and that King John had given it to
its then holder Alexander of Dorset; against this, ‘uenit archiepiscopus et profert cartam
quandam regis Henrici senis que testatur quod idem Henricus rex inter plures
donationes et confirmationes donat et confirmat priori de Sancto Oswaldo et
successoribus ecclesiam de Knaresburg’ in puram et perpetuam elemosinam’ (referring
perhaps to {24}); he produced also the confirmation by King John (RChart, 215), the
deed by which the prior and canons conveyed the church to him, and Henry III’s
confirmation of this gift in 1228, to prove that the advowson remained with him and his
successors after Alexander of Dorset’s lifetime (Just1/1043, mem. 2; Fees, ii. 1352).

16 Writ generally addressed instructing that the lands of St
Oswald shall have their customs [in the shire court] at
York and elsewhere in accordance with the king’s
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charter. 1113 × 1133, probably 1121 × 1133, perhaps
1126 or 1130

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. viir (later p. 13, now
fol. 8r) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis’) [B]; Manchester, JRUL, MS Lat. 222 (cartulary
of Breedon priory) (s. xiv), fol. 000 (now fol. 000) [C]; ibid. fol. 000 (now fol. 000)
(‘Carta domini Henrici regis primi’) [D].
PRINTED: J. Nichols, The History and Antiquities of the County of Leicester, 4 vols
(London, 1795–1815), iii. 695b, nos. 1, 3 [from C and D]; Farrer, Early Yorkshire
Charters, iii. 142 (no. 1437) [from B]; McKinley, ‘Breedon priory cartulary’, 50–51
(no. 41) [from C], 51 (no. 42) [from D]; Frost, ‘Nostell priory cartulary’, 263 (no. 36)
[from B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1450.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) archiepiscopis et episcopis et
abbatibusa et omnibus comitibus et baronibus et uicecomitibus
et fidelibus suis totius Anglie salutem. Precipio quod terre
sancti Oswaldi et canonicorum suorum habeant consuetudines
et quietantias suas in omnibus rebus apud Eboracum et alibi
cum soca et saca et tol et theam et infangenet(heof) et omnibus
libertatibus suis ubicumque sint terre ille uel homines eorum,
sicut precipio per cartam meam et sicut eas libertates concessi
in carta illa. Testeb episcopo Ebr(oicensi). Apud Brantonam.

a prioribus adds D b ends CD

Henry king of the English to the archbishops and bishops and abbots and all his earls
and barons and sheriffs and sworn men of all England greeting. I command that the
lands of St Oswald and his canons shall have their customs and quittances in all things
at York and elsewhere with sake and soke and toll and team and infangthief and all
their liberties, wherever those lands or their men may be, just as I command by my
charter and just as I granted those liberties in that charter. Witness the bishop of
Évreux. At Brampton.

DATE: Gilbert fitz Osbern died in August 1112 after holding the bishopric of Évreux for
more than three decades, and is unlikely to be the witness here. His successor Bishop
Audoen (1113–1139), king’s confessor and brother of Archbishop Thurstan, is known
to have been in England in 1126 and 1130 but may have stayed for extended periods, so
that other dates cannot be excluded. Assuming the charter referred to is {8}, Regesta
1285, a date after January 1121 is necessary. Before the king’s final departure from
England in 1133.
ADDRESS: General address; see Context.
WITNESS: See Date.
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PLACE: Brampton, Hunts.
CONTEXT: The writ would be carried to sessions of the local courts and could be
presented as needed to ensure that the priory had the benefit of its judicial privileges
under the charter referred to, presumably {8}, Regesta 1285, above. The general
address is unusual in a writ, which would normally address only officials. The words
‘apud Eboracum et alibi’ suggest that it is assumed that the shire court in York is where
it will be most often needed.

17 Writ-charter confirming gifts by Hugh de Laval and
Swein fitz Aelric. Probably June 1123

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. viv (later p. 12, now
fol. 7v) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis primi’) [B].
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 138 (Liber MM), fol. 2r (extract) [C,
from B].
PRINTED: R. Holmes, ‘Dodsworth Yorkshire notes. The wapentake of Osgoldcross’,
Yorkshire Archaeological Journal 13 (1895), 99–152 (at p. 115) (English abstract)
[from C, via Jennyns and Tillotson]; Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 141–2 (no.
1435) [from B]; Frost, ‘Nostell priory cartulary’, 261 (no. 31) [from B].
CALENDAR: Farrer 559; Regesta 1494.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) T(urstino) archiepiscopo
Ebor(acensi) et omnibus baronibus et fidelibus suis francis et
anglis de Eboraciscira salutem. Sciatis me concessisse deo et
sancto Oswaldo in elemosina [1] ecclesiam de Sukirbia et
ecclesiam de Bateleia et ecclesiam de Huderesfeld’ cum terris
et omnibus rebus eis pertinentibus sicut Hugo de Laual eas
dedit et concessit sancto Oswaldo. Preterea concedo ipsi
sancto et canonicis suis [2] unam carucatam terre et sex
bouatas in Wint(er)seta et ecclesiam de Felachircha et
ecclesiam de Addewic et medietatem ecclesie de Mechesburc
sicut Sweinus filius Ailrici eas eis dedit et concessit in
elemosina. Et uolo et firmiter precipio ut eas bene et in pace et
honorifice teneant et quiete de omni seruicio sicut tenent alias
res suas quas tenent in elemosina. T(estibus) Nig(ello) de
Albin(ni) et Jord(ano) de Sai et Waltero Espec et Fornon(e)
filio Siwlfi. Apud Portesmudam in transfretatione.
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Henry king of the English to Thurstan archbishop of York and all his barons and sworn
men French and English of Yorkshire greeting. Know that I have granted to God and St
Oswald in alms the church of South Kirkby and the church of Batley and the church of
Huddersfield together with lands and all property pertaining to them, just as Hugh de
Laval gave and granted them to St Oswald. In addition I grant to the same saint and his
canons one carucate of land and six bovates in Wintersett and the church of Felkirk
and the church of Adwick [-on-Dearne] and a moiety of the church of Mexborough, just
as Swein fitz Aelric gave and granted them in alms. And I will and firmly command that
they shall hold them well and in peace and honourably and quit of all service just as
they hold the other property that they hold in alms. Witness Nigel d’Aubigny and
Jordan de Say and Walter Espec and Forn Sigulfsson. At Portsmouth in crossing the
channel.

DATE: From what we know of Nostell’s history it is unlikely the archbishop addressed
was Thomas. The king’s crossing in 1114 was from Portsmouth (ASChr), a few weeks
after Thurstan’s nomination, surely too early for this act. The king apparently crossed
from Southampton in 1116 (0000 for Lincoln, Regesta 1152). His first crossing from
Portsmouth after Thurstan was installed was in June 1123; he crossed from Eling, not
Portsmouth, while Nigel d’Aubigny was still alive in August 1127, which Farrer takes
for the last possible date, 26 August 1127.
ADDRESS: Shire court of Yorkshire.
WITNESS: Nigel d’Aubigny; Jordan de Say; Walter Espec, justice in Yorkshire; Forn
Sigulfsson, a prominent northerner.
PLACE: Portsmouth when crossing the channel.
CONTEXT: [1] The gift by Hugh de Laval confirmed here concerns three churches in the
area, South Kirkby, Batley, and Huddersfield. Other royal confirmations refer to his
giving the churches of Ackworth, very near to Nostell, and probably the first church
given by Laval ({13}, Regesta 1460), and Rothwell, north of Wakefield ({20}, Regesta
1626). Laval confirmed his gift of all five churches, not later than 1130, in the presence
of Archbishop Thurstan and the chapter of York minster; the other named witnesses
were Hugh’s steward Herbert de Moreville and Richard de Guiz (the two men appear
together, PR 31 Henry I, 34) as well as Henry des Eschaleres; the deed was printed
from the cartulary by Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 182 (no. 1488). Hugh’s deed
also gives the local church of Featherstone, which had come to Nostell by exchange
with the monks of Pontefract. These six churches are omitted from the first general
confirmation, and are referred to together in the second, {25} § *48, and in later royal
confirmations.

[2] The gift by Swein fitz Aelric of land at Wintersett and the churches of
Felkirk, Adwick, and Mexborough, here confirmed by the king, was confirmed by
Swein’s son Adam after 1143, along with the eight bovates or one carucate of land at
Crofton mentioned in {4}, Regesta 1272, above (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii.
319–20, no. 1664). The three churches were included in two confirmations by
Archbishop Thurstan to Nostell, printed from the cartulary by Farrer, Early Yorkshire
Charters, iii. 160–62 (nos. 1466–7); Burton, EEA 5 York 1070–1154, 47–9, nos. 54–5.
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18 Writ instructing the justice, sheriff, and officials of
Yorkshire to allow the canons to hold their land at
Burton [Fleming] (Yorks ER) as they used to and as the
king granted it by his writs. 1123 × 1130

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. vv (later p. 10, now
fol. 6v) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis primi’) [B].
PRINTED: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, ii. 454 (no. 1163) [from B]; Frost, ‘Nostell
priory cartulary’, 255 (no. 16) [from B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1532.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) Waltero Espec et Ansch(etillo)
uicecomiti et ministris suis de Eborac(i)scira salutem. Precipio
uobis quod permittatis priorem et canonicos de sancto
Oswaldo tenere terram suam de Burton et omnes res suas ita
bene et in pace et honorifice sicut unquam melius hucusque
tenuerunt et sicut concessi eis per mea alia breuia. T(este)
G(aufrido) canc(ellario). Apud Wodestoc’.

Henry king of the English to Walter Espec and Ansketill the sheriff and his officials of
Yorkshire greeting. I command you that you shall allow the prior and canons of St
Oswald to hold their land at Burton and all their property as well and in peace and
honourably as ever they well held before and as I granted to them by my other writs.
Witness Geoffrey the chancellor. At Woodstock.

DATE: After Geoffrey became chancellor in January 1123 and before the death of
Ansketill, sheriff of Yorkshire, before Michaelmas 1130. The king was in England until
June 1123, and again during September 1126 to August 1127, and after July 1129.
ADDRESS: Shire court of Yorkshire.
WITNESS: Geoffrey, chancellor.
PLACE: Woodstock.
CONTEXT: The gift to Nostell of Burton Fleming by Hugh de Muschamp was confirmed
by the king in {4}, Regesta 1272, above. That refers to the exemption of the gifts
confirmed from gelds, pleas, and other customs. Perhaps that and {8}, Regesta 1285,
were the documents produced as precedents when this writ was requested.

19 (Purported?) writ-charter confirming the gift by Robert
Fossard through Archbishop Thurstan of the churches
of Bramham (Yorks WR), Wharram-le-Street (Yorks
ER), and Lythe (Yorks NR). c. 1114 × 1129



21 OCTOBER 2013 NOSTELL PRIORY 49

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. viv (later p. 12, now
fol. 7v) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis’) [B].
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 138 (Liber MM), fol. 2v (copied by
Roger Dodsworth, 1585–1654) [from B].
PRINTED: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, ii. 339 (no. 1013, Fossard fee) [from B];
Frost, ‘Nostell priory cartulary’, 262 (no. 33) [from B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1627.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) archiepiscopo Ebor(acensi) et
omnibus baronibus et uic(ecomiti)a et ministris et fidelibus
suis francis et anglis de Ebora(ci) scira salutem. Sciatis me
concessisse sancto Oswaldo de Nostl(a) et eiusdem loci
canonicis donum quod Robertus Fossardus manu Turstini
archiepiscopi in presentia Ansch(etilli) de Bulem(er) dapiferi
sui et aliorum hominum suorum eis fecit, uidelicet ecclesias de
Brameh(am) et de Warrum et de Sancto Oswaldo in Eschedela
cum omnibus terris et rebus et rectitudinibus ad easdem
pertinentibus sicut unquam eis melius adiacere solebant et
sicut archiepiscopus supradictus et Robertus Fossardus et uxor
eius Osceria eis dederunt et concesserunt ita eisb concedo. Et
precipio ut bene et in pace et honorifice et quiete de omnibus
consuetudinibus teneant. T(este) Nig(ello) de Albin(ni). Apud
< * * * >.

a uicecomitibus Farrer b eis B ] eas Farrer

Henry king of the English to the archbishop of York and all barons and the sheriff and
officials and his sworn men French and English of Yorkshire greeting. Know that I
have granted to St Oswald of Nostell and the canons of the same place the gift that
Robert Fossard made to them by the hand of Archbishop Thurstan in the presence of
Ansketill of Bulmer his steward and of his other men, namely the churches of Bramham
and Wharram-le-Street and St Oswald in Eskdale together with all lands and property
and rights pertaining to the same just as ever they used well to belong to them, and just
as the foresaid archbishop and Robert Fossard and his wife Osceria gave and granted
to them, so I grant to them, and I command that they shall hold well and in peace and
honourably and quit of all customs. Witness Nigel d’Aubigny. At < * * * >.

DATE: Almost certainly after Robert Fossard succeeded to Nigel Fossard’s estates, but
this can be dated no more narrowly than c. 1107 × c. 1128; before Nigel d’Aubigny’s
death in 1129. The earliest possible date taking account of what we know of the history
of the priory is c. 1114. See Context.
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ADDRESS: Shire court of Yorkshire.
WITNESS: Nigel d’Aubigny, presumably no longer justice in Yorkshire but in attendance
on the king.
PLACE: Omitted in the copy. Nigel d’Aubigny sometimes accompanied the king to
Normandy during the 1120s.
CONTEXT: A deed of Robert Fossard giving these churches to Nostell survives: see
Authenticity. Robert Fossard succeeded to a considerable fee in Yorkshire on the death
of Nigel Fossard, and this confirmation shows him as a generous donor to Nostell.
Bramham, twelve miles or so north-east of Nostell, was an important manor within his
holdings. Nigel Fossard had given the church of Bramham to Ramsey abbey in 1081
(Ctl. Ramsey, i. 127–8; Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, ii. 330–31, no. 1002).
Consequently, possibly around the date of this gift to Nostell, Abbot Rainald of Ramsey
obtained a writ of right against Robert Fossard, ordering him to do right by the abbot,
failing which Archbishop Thurstan and Nigel d’Aubigny were to do so (000, Regesta
1630, datable 1114 × 1129). There is no further evidence that Ramsey was able to
retain Bramham, and we may infer that Robert Fossard got his way. The church at
Bramham retains its early twelfth-century tower, which is perhaps more likely to have
been built under Nostell’s stewardship than Ramsey’s.

Bilson assigned the early fabric of the church at Wharram-le-Street, south of
Malton in the East Riding, to the opening years of the twelfth century, and so identified
the builder as Nigel Fossard, the Domesday tenant (J. Bilson, ‘Wharram-le-Street
church, Yorkshire, and St Rule’s church, St Andrews’, Archaeologia 73 (1923), 55–72,
at 64–5).

The church in Eskdale, dedicated to St Oswald, is the church of Lythe, three
miles west of Whitby, and obviously chosen for its dedication. In 1254 Henry III
granted to Peter de Mauley an annual fair here on St Oswald’s eve and day and the six
days following, 4–11 August (CalPat 1247–1258, 266).

Archbishop Thurstan gave two charters confirming to Nostell a prebend in
York minster comprised of these three churches. As the charters also confirm the gift of
Weaverthorpe church they are datable after c. 1128 (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters,
iii. 161–2, nos. 1466–7). William Fossard I confirmed his father’s gift of the churches
by a deed of uncertain date (ibid. ii. 340–41, no. 1015).
AUTHENTICITY: This act has several doubtful features, and the corresponding deed of
Robert Fossard is difficult to accept as authentic. Fossard’s deed gives to Nostell, ‘per
manum uenerabilis Turstini Eboracensis archiepiscopi’, the church of Bramham with
fourteen bovates, the church of Wharram with four bovates, and the church of Lythe
with ten bovates, which churches the archbishop, at Robert’s wish and with the consent
of the chapter, had made into a prebend at York Minster for Nostell. The first witness is
William de Sainte-Barbe, dean of the church of York, who became dean in 1135 ×
December 1138. William fitz Herbert the treasurer and four canons of York come next,
and then Ansketill of Bulmer, the single lay witness (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters,
ii. 337–8, no. 1012). As Ansketill of Bulmer was dead in 1130, Farrer formed the
opinion that Sainte-Barbe’s description as dean must have been interpolated. But
Sainte-Barbe’s name would not have preceded the treasurer’s until he became dean, and
no reason for the insertion of his name can be suggested. Unless we invent another
Ansketill of Bulmer, who survived his namesake, we must dismiss Robert’s deed as a
forgery.



21 OCTOBER 2013 NOSTELL PRIORY 51

The king’s writ-charter appears to refer directly to this deed. Mention of the
presence of Fossard’s steward and others of his men is implausible in a royal
confirmation. Also suspicious is the description of the gift in the first place as made by
Fossard alone, and later as made by Fossard with his wife.

Another area of doubt is the description of Ansketill of Bulmer as Fossard’s
steward. He is not otherwise so described. Ansketill became sheriff of Yorkshire,
following the death of Osbern, in 1115. Before becoming sheriff, however, Ansketill
was a royal official, described in a report of an inquest at York in 1106 as ‘tunc quidem
prepositus de Nortreding’ (A. F. Leach, Visitations and Memorials of Southwell
Minster, Camden new ser. 48 (1891), 192; Lawsuits 172; see also 0000, Regesta 1083
for York Minster). We are forced again to consider the possibility of a different
Ansketill, but {21}, Regesta 1662, shows that it was Ansketill the sheriff who held of
Fossard in Bramham and gave twelve bovates of land there to Nostell. That writ shows
that Robert, as Ansketill’s lord, and Bertram of Bulmer, his son and successor as
sheriff, were acting against Ansketill’s grant to the canons in the period immediately
after his death. Farrer postulated, from the four knights’ fees held of William Fossard in
1166 by Geoffrey de Valognes, Bertram of Bulmer’s son-in-law, and Emma Fossard’s
possession of Welburn indicated in the pipe roll of 1167, that Bertram de Bulmer had
married Emma, supposed daughter of Robert Fossard (Farrer, Early Yorkshire
Charters, ii. 127–8, 331, 361).

20 Writ-charter confirming gifts by Archbishop Thurstan
and others. 1121 × 1129, probably 1129

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. vv–vir (later pp. 10–
11, now fols. 6v–7r) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis primi /de ecclesiis\’) [B].
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 138 (Liber MM), fol. 1r (copied by
Roger Dodsworth, 1585–1654) [from B].
PRINTED: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 143 (no. 1439) [from B]; Frost, ‘Nostell
priory cartulary’, 256 (no. 18) [from B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1626.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) archiepiscopo Ebor(acensi) et
baronibus de Eborac(i) syr(a) salutem. Sciatis quod concedo
canonicis de sancto Oswaldo [1] ecclesiam de castello de
Tykehill’ quam Turst(inus) archiepiscopus dedit ecclesie
eorum de sancto Oswaldo, et [2] donum Hugonis de Laual de
ecclesia de Rowell, et [3] donum Herberti filii Herberti et
Willelmi fratris <eius> thesaur(arii) de ecclesia de Wiuertorp’,
et [4] donum Picoti de Perceio de ecclesia de Bowoltona. Et
uolo et precipio quod bene et in pace et honorifice teneant.
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T(estibus) T(urstino) archiepiscopo et W(illelmo) de
Tanc(ardiuilla). Apud Westm(onasterium).

Henry king of the English to the archbishop of York and the barons of Yorkshire
greeting. Know that I grant to the canons of St Oswald [1] the church of Tickhill castle
which Archbishop Thurstan gave to their church of St Oswald, and [2] the gift of Hugh
de Laval of the church of Rothwell, and [3] the gift of Herbert fitz Herbert and his
brother William the treasurer of the church of Weaverthorpe, and [4] the gift of Picot
de Percy of the church of Bolton [Percy]. And I will and command that they shall hold
well and in peace and honourably. Witness Archbishop Thurstan and William de
Tancarville. At Westminster.

DATE: Unlikely to be before April 1116, so after the king’s return from Normandy in
November 1120 and after he resumed business in January 1121; before William de
Tancarville died in 1129. Two considerations suggest towards the end of the formal
date-range. First, the third gift confirmed here may have been made during 1129–30, or
not long before (see Context), which would date this confirmation after the king’s
return from Normandy in July 1129. Second, the absence of Nigel d’Aubigny from the
witnesses suggests a date after he left England for the last time in 1127.
ADDRESS: Shire court of Yorkshire.
WITNESS: Thurstan, archbishop of York; William de Tancarville, royal chamberlain.
PLACE: Westminster.
CONTEXT: Four gifts are confirmed here. [1] Thurstan’s gift of ‘the church of Tickhill
castle’ echoes the gift of ‘the church of Tickhill’, supposedly made by Roger de Busli
({9}, Regesta 1319, above). This was St Mary’s church in the new village of Tickhill,
developed close to the castle. [2] Hugh de Laval’s gift of Rothwell church (Yorks WR)
was not included in the king’s confirmation of three other churches given by him ({17},
Regesta 1494), and was possibly made later. [3] See R. Sharpe, ‘The last years of
Herbert the Chamberlain: Weaverthorpe church and hall’, Historical Research, 83
(2009) 588–601. The gift of the church of Weaverthorpe (Yorks ER) by Herbert fitz
Herbert and his brother William, treasurer of York minster from before the death of
Archbishop Thomas until himself elected archbishop in January 1141, is attested by
their own deed, printed from the cartulary by Farrer (Early Yorkshire Charters, i. 36–7,
no. 26), which specifies that it was given to the canons ‘ad eorum et hospitum suorum
sustentationem’; the cartulary also includes Archbishop Thurstan’s confirmation (ibid.
i. 37, no. 27; Burton, EEA 5 York 1070–1154, 47, no. 53). Farrer, without stated
reasons, dated both to 1114 × 1121; whereas Burton infers that the grant would have
been made after the death of the grantors’ father, Herbert the chamberlain; the
involvement of the two brothers supports this view. Herbert the chamberlain died
probably during the exchequer year 1128–9: his son paid relief in 1129–30 though the
sum may suggest that this was a second payment towards a total agreed in 1128–9 (PR
31 Henry I, 37); in 1129–30 other payments were made that reflect the consequences of
his recent death (ib. 25, 32, 37, 125). The church still standing dates from the early
twelfth century and has a sundial recording that it was built by ‘Herebertus Wintonie’;
it overlies the boundary of the manorial enclosure in which the footings of a twelfth-
century building were excavated in 1960 (T. M. C. Brewster, ‘An excavation at
Weaverthorpe manor, East Riding’, YAJ 44 (1972), 114–33). Weaverthorpe was one of
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several manors granted to Herbert the chamberlain ‘et filio eius’ by Archbishop
Thomas II (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, i. 36, no. 25; Burton, EEA 5 York 1070–
1154, 17, no. 15, datable 1109 × 1112). In 1136, however, King Stephen confirmed to
William fitz Herbert the churches he held of his brother Herbert, including
Weaverthorpe (Ste/979), which suggests that the gift to Nostell did not take effect at
once; after William’s death in 1154, we learn that the canons were seeking to present a
clerk named Walter to the living (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, i. 38–9, nos. 29–30,
from the Nostell cartulary). [4] The gift of the church of Bolton Percy by Picot de
Percy, presumed by Clay to be the Picot who held of William de Percy in Bolton upon
Dearne and Sutton upon Derwent in 1086 (DB, i. 321c, 322c; §§ 13. W7, E12), was
confirmed by his son Robert in Henry II’s time (Clay, Early Yorkshire Charters, xi.
104–5, 112–13, no. 97); Robert de Percy says that his father’s gift was confirmed by
Archbishop Thurstan, and afterwards by Henry I, and (much later) by Pope Adrian IV.

21 Writ ordering the justices to seise the prior and canons
of twelve bovates of land at Bramham which Ansketill
of Bulmer had given them. July 1129 × 1131

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. viv (later p. 12, now
fol. 7v) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis primi’) [B].
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPT: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 138 (Liber MM), fol. 2v (copied by
Roger Dodsworth, 1585–1654) [from B].
PRINTED: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, ii. 341 (no. 1016, Fossard fee) [from B];
Frost, ‘Nostell priory cartulary’, 262 (no. 32) [from B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1662.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) W(altero) Espec et Eustach(io)
filio Ioh(annis) salutem. Precipio quod faciatis habere et tenere
priori et canonicis de sancto Oswaldo suas XII bouatas terre in
Brameham quas Ansch(etillus) de Bulem(er) eis dedit cum
hominibus et omnibus rebus terre pertinentibus ita bene et in
pace et honorifice sicut Ansch(etillis) eas eis dedit et sicut eis
concessi per cartam meam et sicut tenuerunt die qua
Ansch(etillus) fuit uiuus et mortuus. Et quicquid Robertus
Fossard’ uel Bertr(amus) de Bulem(er) inde iniuste ceperunt
post mortem Ansch(etilli) totum facite reddi. T(este)
G(aufrido) de Glint(on). Apud Trenham.

Henry king of the English to Walter Espec and Eustace fitz John greeting. I command
that you cause the prior and canons of St Oswald to have and to hold their twelve
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bovates of land in Bramham which Ansketill of Bulmer gave them together with the men
and all properties pertaining to the land as well and in peace and honourably as
Ansketill gave them to them and as I granted to them by my charter and as they held on
the day when Ansketill was alive and dead. And whatever Robert Fossard or Bertram of
Bulmer have unjustly taken therefrom since the death of Ansketill, make them restore
everything. Witness Geoffrey de Clinton. At Trentham.

DATE: After Ansketill’s death in or shortly before 1129–30, so after the king’s return
from Normandy in July 1129, where he had been since August 1127. Before Henry left
England for the last time in August 1133; Geoffrey de Clinton died probably in 1131;
Regesta goes for 1130, ‘Robert Fossard fined for recovering his land in 1130 (PR) and
the address to Espec and fitz John suggests that date’. The king was in Normandy from
August/September 1130 until June 1131 or later.
ADDRESS: The justices in Yorkshire.
WITNESS: Geoffrey de Clinton, who was active as a justice during the late 1120s.
PLACE: Trentham, Staffs. This is the only act of Henry I so dated.
CONTEXT: Bertram, Ansketill’s son, who succeeded him as sheriff apparently in 1129–
30 and accounted for Yorkshire in PR 31 Henry I, confirmed the grant to Nostell in the
time of Henry Murdac, when the grant was augmented by Robert Fossard’s children,
Agnes Fossard and her brother William (Early Yorkshire Charters, ii. 341, nos. 1017–
18). The gift of twelve bovates at Bramham was included in the second fabricated
general confirmation, {25} § *51, where it has been inserted immediately after Robert
Fossard’s gift of the church of Bramham to Nostell. The king’s previous grant of
Ansketill’s gift ‘per cartam meam’ presumably referred to a specific act, now lost.

22 Charter confirming gifts by Adeliza, widow of Ralph de
Chesneduit, and her sons. 1116 × c. 1130, possibly 1121
× 1123

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. cxlir (later p. 271,
now fol. 112r) (in the section concerning Cheddington) (‘Carta Henrici regis’) [B].
PRINTED: Regesta, ii. 371 (no. ccxlv) [from B, but shortening the address and omitting
the clause relating to Charwelton]; Frost, ‘Nostell priory cartulary’, 706 (no. 832) [from
B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1678.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) archiepiscopis episcopis abbatibus
comitibus baronibus uicecomitibus et omnibus fidelibus suis
totius Anglie salutem. Sciatis me concessisse deo et ecclesie
sancti Oswaldi et canonicis ibidem deo seruientibus donum
quod Adeliza que fuit uxor Rad(ulfi) Chedned’ et Simon et



21 OCTOBER 2013 NOSTELL PRIORY 55

Hugo filii sui ipsis dederunt et concesserunt coram me in
elemosinam, uidelicet ecclesiam de Chetendon(a) cum hida et
dimidia terre quam predicta Adeliza eis dedit, et in Saldena II
hidas terre quas ipsa eadem eis dedit quas Simon filius suus
dedit matri sue pro escambio maritagii sui de Chetend’, et III
uirgatas terre in Mideltona quas ipsa etiam eis dedit concessu
filiorum suorum, et ecclesiam de Langel’ quam Simon
Chedned’ eis dedit in elemosinam cum centum acris terre et
cum omnibus rebus ipsi ecclesie pertinentibus solutam et
quietam et liberam ab omni terreno seruicio, et ecclesiam de
Cherweltona quam Hugo Chedned’ eis dedit concessu Simonis
fratris sui cum I hida terre et cum omnibus decimis et
consuetudinibus quas Rad(ulfus) Ched’ ipsi ecclesie contulit
similiter solutam et quietam ab omni terreno seruicio. Et uolo
et concedo et firmiter precipio ut hec omnia honorifice libere
et quiete ab omni seruicio teneant sicut eis in presentia mea
data et concessa sunt. Test(ibus) [&c.].

Henry king of the English to the archbishops bishops abbots earls barons sheriffs and
all his sworn men of all England greeting. Know that I have granted to God and the
church of St Oswald and the canons serving God there the gift that Adeliza who had
been wife of Ralph de Chesneduit and her sons Simon and Hugh gave and granted to
them in alms in my presence, namely the church of Cheddington with one and a half
hides of land which the foresaid Adeliza gave to them, and two hides in Salden which
she herself gave them and which Simon had given to his mother in exchange for her
marriage-portion in Cheddington, and three virgates of land in Middleton Cheney
which she had given to them with the consent of her sons, and the church of King’s
Langley which Simon de Chesneduit gave them in alms together with one hundred
acres of land with all the property pertaining to the church, absolved and quit and free
of all earthly service. And the church of Charwelton which Hugh de Chesneduit gave to
them with the consent of his brother Simon together with one hide of land and with all
the tithes and customs which Ralph de Chesneduit had conferred on that church,
likewise absolved and quit of all earthly service. And I will and grant and firmly
command that they shall hold all these honourably freely and quit of all service just as
they were given and granted in my presence. Witness [&c.].

DATE: Not before the foundation of Nostell, and certainly after the death of Ralph
Chesneduit, still unascertained but probably no later than 1116 (see Context); before the
death of Simon de Chesneduit (in the years just before 1129–30, to judge from PR 31
Henry I, 81, 140). If the episcopal confirmation referred to below (see Context) were by
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Robert Bloet rather than Robert Chesney, the date would be before his death (10
January 1123).
ADDRESS: General address.
WITNESS: Not included in cartulary copy.
PLACE: Not included in cartulary copy.
CONTEXT: Cheddington and Salden are among several manors held by one Ralph as
tenant of Robert, count of Mortain, in Buckinghamshire in 1086 (DB, i. 146c; §§ 12.
21, 25); Charwelton (Northants) is one of several manors in that county held by Ralph
of the count of Mortain (DB, i. 223b; § 18. 36). King’s Langley (Herts) is again one of
several manors held by Ralph of the count of Mortain (DB, i. 136d; § 15. 11). The
conclusion that this Ralph is Ralph de Chesneduit is unavoidable (Domesday People,
329, is correct on this point, but mistakenly says in Bedfordshire, where neither Ralph
nor the count had any land at all). Some clue to date can be got from Henry I’s
confirming an agreement between Simon de Chesneduit and the abbey of Thorney,
which also held land in Charwelton in 1086 (DB, i. 222c; Northants § 10. 2) and had
claimed 60 acres of land there against Simon and his father; Ralph was presumably
already dead, therefore, at the time of that agreement, which is datable only 1102 ×
1116 (000, Regesta 755).

The churches of Cheddington (Bucks), King’s Langley (Herts), and
Charwelton (Northants) were confirmed to Nostell by Robert, bishop of Lincoln, at the
petition of Prior A. Wilson, 146, took these for Bishop Robert Bloet (died 10 January
1123), who confirmed {10}, Regesta 1320, above, and Prior Athelwold; while allowing
that this is not impossible, D. M. Smith attributed the act to Bishop Robert Chesney at
the petition of Prior Ascelin, dating it between 1148 and 1164 (EEA 1 Lincoln 1067–
1185, 126–7, no. 202), on the grounds that Archbishop Thomas Becket also confirmed
the gift (printed from the cartulary by Cheney, EEA 2 Canterbury 1162–1190 (London,
1986), 16, no. 27). This later dating is also in line with what one might infer from the
formulae used.

The cartulary (fols. cxlv–cxlir, now fols. 111v–112r) also includes deeds of
Ralph and William, grandsons of Ralph and Adeliza, and others from later generations
of the family, as well as a confirmation by William d’Aubigny Brito of ‘the church of
Cheddington with one hide and a half belonging to the church, which Adeliza gave at
the dedication of the church, and Simon granted in alms’. Nostell had presumably
presented as priest of Chattendon Richard of Carlisle who resigned (fol. clxiir, now fol.
113r) in the presence of Stephen, archdeacon of Buckingham (occ. 1194, 1202; Fasti,
iii. 40), possibly a reflection of continuing connexions between Carlisle and Nostell
after the time of Athelwold.

23 General writ exempting the goods of the canons from
toll and passage. c. 1114 × 1133

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. vir (later p. 11, now
fol. 7r) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis \\primi//’) [B]; Manchester, JRUL, MS Lat. 222
(cartulary of Breedon priory) (s. xiv), fol. 000 (now fol. 000) (‘Carta Henrici regis
primi’) [C].
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PRINTED: J. Nichols, The History and Antiquities of the County of Leicester, 4 vols
(London, 1795–1815), iii. 695b, no. 2 [from C]; Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii.
142 (no. 1436) [from B]; McKinley, ‘Breedon priory cartulary’, 49–50 (no. 39) [from
C]; Frost, ‘Nostell priory cartulary’, 259 (no. 27) [from B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1856.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) omnibus uicecomitibus et ministris
totius Anglie salutem. Precipio quod totum corredium et
omnes res canonicorum de sancto Oswaldo unde homines sui
poterint affidare esse suas dominicas sint quiete de omni
thelon(eo) et consuetudine et passagio. Et super hoc nullus
homines suos uel res suas iniuste disturbet super X libras
forisfacture. T(este) aEustach(io) filio Iohannis. Apud
Winton(iam)a.

a–a om. C

Henry king of the English to all his sheriffs and officials of all England greeting. I
command that all the household goods and all the property of the canons of St Oswald
of which their men shall be able to swear to be for their own use shall be quit of all toll
and custom and passage. And upon this (my writ) no one shall unjustly disturb their
men or their property upon £10 of forfeit. Witness Eustace fitz John. At Winchester.

DATE: After the foundation of Nostell, and before King Henry left England for the last
time in 1133.
ADDRESS: Sheriffs and officials of all England.
WITNESS: Eustace fitz John.
PLACE: Winchester.
CONTEXT: Two extant general writs of Henry II (H2/1967, H2/1970) renew this
exemption, which was defended by the priory in proceedings de quo warranto in
Nottingham in 1329, when one of the Henry II writs was produced (PQW, 614a).

24† First version of the purported general confirmation.

COPY IN JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS: King’s Bench Plea Roll, Easter Term 13 Edward I, KB
27/90, rot. 25r (1285) (partial copy, faded and torn on r.h.s., and omitting most of
parcels, text supplied where necessary from C) [B].
CARTULARY COPIES: Manchester, JRUL, MS Lat. 225 (s. xvi) (Skewkirk cartulary),
fols. 13v–14r [C]; Wakefield RO, MS WYL1352/C1/1/1 (s. xvi) (Nostell Act Book),
pp. 85–87, fols. 43r–44r (Latin abstract in narrative) [D].
PRINTED: Placitorum abbreviatio, Record Commission (1811), 207b (short abstract)
[from B]; J. Wilson, ‘Foundation of the Austin priories of Nostell and Scone’, SHR 7
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(1910), 158 (a few lines only of the abstract, the rest purposely omitted) [from D];
Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 133 [from Placitorum abbreviatio]; G. C.
Ransome, ‘The chartulary of Tockwith alias Skokirk’, Miscellanea iii, YAS Record
Series 80 (1931), 200–203 (no. 64) [from C]; Frost, ‘Nostell priory cartulary’, 1006–8
(no. B004) [from C].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1241.

aIn nomine [[patris et filii et spiritus sancti amen]]. Ego
Henricus dei gratia rex Angl(orum) duxb Normannorum
uniuersorum consumationem [[et finem attendens]] et in
futurum saluti mee prouidens simil ac consulens quod propriis
meritis optinere non possum, a [[pauperibus spiritu regnum]]
celorum quod ipsorum est emendum esse putaui. Eos in illa
celesti curia semper aduocatos habere desiderans [[utpote
cuius]] ipsi sunt et conciues et presules ad eosdem tamquam
ad sancte munitionis auxilium confugio. [[Vt eorum saltemc

merear]] opitulatione saluari qui de meis meritis non nisi
mortem et da<m>pnationem inuenio. Donationem igitur
[[quam ipse facio]] ecclesie sancti Oswaldi et Nostlay et
fratribus et canonicis regularibus eiusdem loci uidelicet [1]

duodecim d[[enarios in die de]] firma mea propria
Eborasshyre inperpetuum solutam et liberam concedo. Ac eis
etiam pro dei amore [[et salute anime mee]] et antecessorum
meorum [2] ecclesiam de Bamburgh’ cum capell(is) terris et
decimis que eidem ecclesie adiacent sicut [[Algarus presbiter]]
eam unquam melius tenuit et terras uidelicet Fletham et
Heleford’ et terram sancti Ardani, [3] ecclesiam de
Cnaresb[[urgh, [4] ecclesiam]] de Tikehull’ cum terris et
decimis eisdem ecclesiis pertinentibusa [etc.]. Donationes
preterea quas fecerunt ipsis principes et nobiles regni ego
quoque munificentia regali confirmo, [5] nemus uidelicet in
quo sita est predicta ecclesia quod Robertus de †Lateso eis
concessit et [6] duas bouatas terre in Herdwic quas idem
Robertus dedit et concessit et Radulphus Gramaticus quantum
ad eum spectabat. [7] De dono Willelmi Foliot unum
molendinum in Nortuna. [8] De Rogero Pictauensi unum
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molendinum in Saxtona. [9] De Adam de Ranauilla unam
bouatam terre in Istoft. [10] De Ingulfo de Macomio unam
bouatam terre unum pratum et unam piscariam. [11] De Sweno
filio Eduini presbiteri unam bouatam terre in Halctona. [12] De
Olerio unam bouatam <terre> in Hesela. [13] De Irnulfo de
Prestona unam bouatam terre in Hardwicke. [14] De Sweno
filio †Lirici unam carucatam terre in Croftona et in Winterseca
duas bouatas terre et unum toftum. [15] De Godderdo unam
bouatam terre in Croftona. [16] De Gerbodo tres bouatas terre
in Warnefeld. [17] De Ebrardo unam bouatam terre in Tocwid.
[18] De Willelmo de Archis duas bouatas terre in Hamertona.
[19] De Radulpho de Federstam decem acras terre. [20] De
Becea tres acras terre. [21] De Leuino filio Aieti duas bouatas
terre in Cramton. [22] De Roberto Daio duo †tofto in
†Hamertona. [23] De †Ascelmo fratre eius nemus quod est
super stagnum sancti Oswaldi in longitudine stagni et in
latitudine XLa perticatas. [24] De Hugone Muscampis unam
†carectatam in Burtona. [25] De Willelmo filio Nigelli
dimidiam carucatam terre in Bucheton. [26] De Roberto
Fossardo ecclesiam de †Bramelia cum quatuordecim bouatis
terre que ad ecclesiam pertinent et ecclesiam de Warram cum
quatuor bouatis terre et ecclesiam Lith cum decem bouatis
terre quas prefatus Robertus Fossard dedit sancto Oswaldo per
manum Turstini archiepiscopi. [27] <De> Leuena in Torp et in
Rogertorpe concessione Hugonis de Laual et coram me
quinque carucatas terre. [28] De Willelmo de Archis et
Gaufrido filio Pagani capellam omnium sanctorum in Tocwid
et terram que capelle adiacet. [29] De Radulfo de Insula et
Willelmo filio eius capellam de Wodechirch et quatuor
bouatas terre in Morlai per manum Turstini archiepiscopi. [30]

De Roberto filio Hereberti de Beston duas acras terre in
Morlai. [31] De Radulfo de Lacella unam bouatam terre in
Cumerceword. [32] De Alano de †Crenn septem †solidi per
annos singulos in Botoluestan. [33] De Gilberto filio Gocelini
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unum molendinum in Aschebi et sex bouatas terre \in/
Stichelwald. Confirmo [et] predictis canonicis [34] ecclesias et
terras quas Adeliza de Chesneduit et Simon et Radulfus filii
eius in presencia mea dederunt liberas et quietas ab omni
seculari seruicio uidelicet ecclesiam de Langelega cum centum
acris terre et ecclesiam de Chedendona et ecclesiam de
Cherwelton cum terris et decimis eisdem ecclesiis
pertinentibus et duas hidas terre in Saldena et hidam et
dimidiam in Mideltona liberas et quietas ab omni seculari
seruicio. [35] De Picoto de Perci ecclesiam de Bolton. [36] De
Sunena unam mansuram in Eboraco. [37] De Stephano
<comite> Moritonii et de Cliberno et Sunwlfo mansuras quas
dederunt sancto Oswaldo in Eboraco. [38] De Stephano comite
Moritonii et Rogero de Limisi capellano eius ecclesiam de
sancto Oswaldo in Macherfeld. [39] De Humfrido Hastenc
unum molendinum in Saldeford cum terra que eidem
molendino adiacet. [40] De †Hattpio filio Humfridi Hastenc
ecclesiam de †Hamertona, ecclesiam de Chebescia, et
ecclesiam de †Nembold cum terris et decimis ceteris<que>
rebus ecclesiis pertinentibus. [41] De meo proprio dono terram
que fuit Godrici mercatoris in Norwico et consuetudinem que
de eadem terra †exiit. [42] In Warsop et in Sulcholm tres
bouatas terre et duas partes unius bouate terre de meo proprio
dono ad †mewart’. [43] De Sweno filio Elrici totum manerium
in Winterseta in bosco et in plano sicut idem Swenus melius
tenuit. Et de eodem Sweno ecclesiam de †Felebarche
ecclesiam de Adwic et dimidium ecclesie de Mechesburch. [44]
d†Duas nimirum donationes ob incolumitatem regni mei et
salutem anime mee necnon pro animabus patris mei Willelmi
magni regis †Anglie et matris mee †magne regine et uxoris
mee †magne regine secunde et Willelmi filii mei omniumque
fidelium dei defunctorum ita quod ab omni tam clericorum
infestatione quam laicorum absoluo. Vt †quando hoc
decretum mee concessionis nemo sit qui seruos dei inibi
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comorantes inquietare audeat uel presumat. Quam nimirum
quietem et tranquillitatem eidem sancti Oswaldi ecclesie
archiepiscopi Ebor’ [45] ab omni †consuetudine episcopalium
exactione ratam et inuiolabilem possidendam concessit.d
eVolo igitur et concedo et firmiter precipio [46] [[ut predicti
canonici]] amodo in perpetuum omnia suprascripta teneant
libere et quiete a geldis a placitis querelis consuetudinibus
[[occasionibus et ab omni]] seruicio et exactione seculari. Si
quis autem contra hanc donationis nostre paginam temerario
ausu uen[[ire uel eandem]] ecclesiam infringere uel diripere
uel nocere temptauerit perpetua anathematis ultione feriatur
donec ad [[plenam satisfactionem]] et congruam
emendationem redierit. Porro donationis huius ex mea parte
testes sunt David comes [[Robertus filius regis, Ni]]gellus de
Albini Willelmus Peuerel de Notingham Robertus de Brus
Rogerus filius Ricardi Paganus filius Iohannis fE[[ustachi]]us
filius Iohannisf Gaufridus filius Pagani Robertus de Olly Hugo
Bigod. Data et confirmata Westm(onasterium) [[anno ab
incar]]natione domini Mo Co XXIo indictione XXIIII epacta
XVIII septimo idus ianuarii concurrens V luna [[XXV feria
VI]] anno II pontificatus Calixti pape anno secundo
consecrationis Turstini archiepiscopi. Ego Henricus [[rex
Angl(orum)]] et dux Norm(annorum) ut inposterum res firma
consistat presentem paginam proprie manus inpressione
consigno.e

Italic is used in the text above to show wording derived from Henry I’s Savigny charter,
discussed under authenticity below. The text above is a hybrid, following B where
available, otherwise from the inferior reading of C. a–a follows B, supplemented by C
where the manuscript is illegible or damaged; where C corrupts Savigny, Savigny
readings are restored. The parcels, Donationes preterea . . . ecclesie de Mechesburgh,
and the following clause d–d are not copied in B and are printed from the ill-written
copy C; in some cases corrections can be made, see Context. The final clause e–e

follows B, supplemented by C where damaged or illegible.

a–a C reads: In nomine patris et filii et spiritus sancti amen. Ego Henricus dei gratia rex
†Anglie et dux Normannorum uniuersorum †confirmationem et finem attendens et in
futurum saluti mee prouidens simul ac consulens quod propriis meritis †optime non
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possum, a pauperibus spiritu regnum celorum quod ipsorum est emendum † putaui. Eos
in illa celesti curia semper aduocatos habere desiderans utpote cuius ipsi sunt et
conciues et presules ad eosdem tanquam ad sancte munitionis auxilium confugio. Vt
eorum †mereor opitulatione saluari qui de meis meritis non nisi mortem et
dampnationem inuenio donationem quam ipse facio ecclesie sancti Oswaldi de Nostlai
et fratribus et canonicis regularibus eiusdem loci uidelicet duodecim denarios in die de
firma mea propria Eboraci sire imperpetuum solutam et liberam, concedo eis et pro dei
amore et salute anime mee et antecessorum meorum ecclesiam de Baenburch cum
capell(is) et terris et decimis que eidem ecclesie adiacent sicut Algarus presbiter iam
unquam melius tenuit, et terras uidelicet Fletam et Helefort et terram sancti Hydani,
ecclesiam de Cnaresburgh, ecclesiam de Tickhill cum terris et decimis eisdem ecclesiis
pertinentibus.
b dominus B
c Om. C; supplied from Savigny and {25}.
d–d Savigny reads: Quam nimirum donationem ob incolumitatem regni mei et salutem
anime mee necnon et pro uxore mea Mathilde simul et prole et pro animabus etiam
patris mei Willelmi magni regis Anglorum, et matris mee Mathildis regine omniumque
fidelium defunctorum ita ab omni tam clericorum infestatione quam laicorum absoluo.
Vt contra hoc concessionis mee decretum nemo sit qui seruos dei inibi commorantes
inquietare uel audeat uel presumat. Quam nimirum quietem et tranquillitatem eidem
sancte et indiuidue Trinitatis ecclesie Turgisius Abrincensis sedis episcopus ab omni
consuetudinum episcopalium exactione ratam et inuiolabilem possidendam concessit.
e–e C reads: Volo et concedo et firmiter precipio ut predicti canonici amodo
imperpetuum omnia supradicta tenea<n>t libere et quiete a geldis a placitis querelis
consuetudinibus occasionibus et ab omni seruicio et exactione seculari. Si quis autem
contra hanc donationis nostre paginam temerario ausu uenire uel eandem ecclesiam
infringere uel diripere uel †nocem †temptauit perpetua anathematis ultione feriatur
†donus ad plenam satisfactionem et congruam emendationem redierit. Porro donationis
huius ex mea parte testes sunt Dauid comes, Robertus filius regis, Nigellus de Albini,
Willelmus Peuerell de Notincham, Robertus de Brus, Rogerus filius †Ral’, Paganus
filius Iohannis, Gaufridus filius Pagani, Robertus de Olli, Hugo Bigot. Data et
confirmata †Westi nonas tertio anno ab incarnatione domini Mo Co XXo Io indictione
XXIIII epacta XVIII septimis Idus Ianuarii, concurrens V luna XXV feria VI anno
secundo †confectionis Turstini archiepiscopi. Ego Henricus rex †Anglie et dux
Normannorum ut imposterum res firma consistat presentem paginam †prope †meum
impressione †consignaui.
f-f om. C.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. I Henry by
God’s grace king of the English and duke of the Normans, awaiting the consummation
and end of all things and taking thought for my salvation in the future, and at the same
time considering that I cannot obtain it by my own merits, have pondered on the fact
that the kingdom of heaven is to be bought by the poor in spirit; for desiring to have
them always as my advocates in the court of heaven, whereof they are both fellows and
at the same time protectors, I take them for my refuge as an asylum of holy defence, so
that at the last I who by my own merits find only death and damnation shall merit
salvation by their help. The gift which I make to the church of St Oswald of Nostell and
to the brethren and canons regular of the same church, namely [1] 12 pence per day of
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my own farm of Yorkshire. I also grant to them exempt and free for ever and for the
love of God and the salvation of my soul and those of my ancestors [2] the church of
Bamburgh with chapel(s) and lands and tithes which belong to the same church, just as
Algar the priest ever well held them, and lands, that is Fleetham and Elford and land of
St Aidan, [3] the church of Knaresborough, [4] the church of Tickhill with lands and
tithes belonging to the same church. In addition the gifts which the barons and nobles
of the realm made to the same I too confirm by royal generosity [5] that is the wood in
which the foresaid church is situated which Robert de Lacy granted them and [6] two
bovates of land in [West] Hardwick which the same Robert gave and granted and
Ralph le Gramaire so far as it belonged to him. [7] By gift of William Foliot a mill in
Norton. [8] By Roger the Poitevin a mill in Saxton. [9] By Adam de Reineville a bovate
in Istoft. [10] By Ingulf de Macomio a bovate of land, a meadow and a fishery. [11] By
Swein fitz Edwin the priest a bovate of land in [Great] Houghton. [12] By Oiler a
bovate <of land> in Hessle. [13] By Arnulf de Preston a bovate of land in [West]
Hardwick. [14] by Swein fitz Aelric a carucate of land in Crofton and in Wintersett two
bovates of land and a toft. [15] By Godard a bovate of land in Crofton. [16] By Gerbod
three bovates of land in Warmfield. [17] By Everard a bovate of land in Tockwith. [18]
By William de Archis two bovates of land in Hammerton. [19] By Ralph of
Featherstone ten acres of land. [20] By Becca three acres of land. [21] By Lefwin son of
Aniet two bovates of land in Cramton. [22] By Robert de Day two tofts in Ackton. [23].
By Acelin his brother the wood which is above the pond of St Oswald the length of the
pond and 40 perches wide. [24] By Hugh de Muschamp one carucate in Burton
[Fleming]. [25] By William fitz Nigel half a carrucate of land in Buckton. [26] By
Robert Fossard the church of Bramham with fourteen bovates of land which belong to
the church and the church of Wharram [-le-Street] with four bovates of land and the
church of Lythe with ten bovates of land which the foresaid Robert Fossard gave to St
Oswald by the hand of Archbishop Thurstan. [27] <By> Lefwin in Torp and in
Rogerthorpe , by grant of Hugh de Laval and before me five carucates of land. [28] By
William de Archis and Geoffrey fitz Pain the chapel of All Saints in Tockwith and the
land which belongs to the chapel. [29] By Ralph de L’Isle and William his son the
chapel of Woodkirk and four bovates of land in Morley by the hand of Archbishop
Thurstan. [30] By Robert son of Herbert of Beeston two acres of land in Morley. [31]
By Ralph de Lacelles a bovate of land in Cumberworth. [32] By Alan de Craon 7s every
year in Boston. [33] by Gilbert son of Jocelyn a mill in Aschebi and six bovates of land
in Stixwould. I confirm to the foresaid canons [34] the churches and lands which
Adeliza de Chesneduit and Simon and Ralph her sons in my presence gave free and quit
of all secular service, that is the church of [Kings] Langley with a hundred acres of
land and the church of Cheddington and the church of Charwelton with the lands and
tithes belonging to the same churches and two hides of land in Salden and a hide and a
half in Middleton [Cheney] free and quit from all secular service. [35] By Picot de
Percy the church of Bolton [Percy]. [36] By Sunena a dwelling in York. [37] By
Stephen <count> of Mortain and by Cliburn and Sunnulf the dwellings which they gave
to St Oswald in York. [38] By Stephen count of Mortain and Roger de Limesey his
chaplain the church of St Oswald in Makerfield. [39] By Humfrey Hastang a mill in
Shallowford with the land which belongs to the same mill. [40] By Aitrop son of
Humfrey Hastang the church of Leamington [Hastings], the church of Chesey and the
church of Newbold [Pacey] with lands and tithes and other property belonging to the
churches. [41] By my own gift the land which was of Godric the merchant in Norwich
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and the custom which issues from that land. [42] In Warsop and Sookholme three
bovates and two parts of one bovate of land of my own gift ad utware. [43] By Swein
son of Aelric the whole manor of Wintersett in wood and in plain just as the same Swein
well held it. And by the same Swein the church of Felkirk, the church of Adwick [-on-
Dearne] and a moiety of the church of Mexborough. [44] Which gifts for the safety of
my realm and the salvation of my soul and also for the souls of my father William the
great, king of the English, and my mother Queen Matilda and my wife Queen Matilda
the second and my son William and all God’s faithful departed, so that I acquit (them)
from all vexation whether by clerks or laymen. So that there should be no one who
dares or presumes against this decree to disturb the servants of God staying in that
place. Their peace and tranquillity from all demand for episcopal customs the
archbishop of York granted to the same church of St Oswald to possess secure and
inviolable. Therefore I will and grant and firmly command that the foresaid canons
shall hold hereafter for ever all the above said freely and quit of gelds and of pleas
plaints customs aids and of all secular service and exaction. But if anyone attempts
with rash daring to come against this charter of our donation or to infringe or deprive
or harm the same church, let him be struck down by the vengeance of perpetual
anathema until he returns to full satisfaction and appropriate compensation. Further
the witnesses to this gift on my side are Earl David Robert son of the king Nigel
d’Aubigny William Peverel of Nottingham Robert de Brus Roger fitz Richard Pain fitz
John Eustace fitz John Geoffrey fitz Pain Robert d’Oilly Hugh Bigod. Given and
confirmed at Westminster, in the year 1121, twenty-fourth indiction, eighteenth epact,
seventh of the ides of January, fifth concurrent, twenty-fifth day of the moon, Friday,
second year of Pope Calixtus’s pontificate, second year of Archbishop Thurstan’s
consecration. I Henry king of the English and duke of the Normans, so that this matter
shall stand firm hereafter, have sealed this page with the impression of my own hand.

DATE: Both the judicial and Skewkirk copies give the date as vii Id. Jan., 7 January
1121, which is correct for the second year of Calixtus and Thurstan. The Act Book
(printed inaccurately by Wilson, 158) gives ‘anno domini millesimo centesimo
vicesimo primo . . . IIIIo id. ianuarii feria qa anno eiusdem Henrici filii conquestoris
vicesimo et consecrationis Turstini archiepiscopi Ebor’ anno iio’, whence John Burton’s
date of 10 January. Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 133, picked up the reference to
this charter only from John Burton’s report of the narrative in the Act Book, and he
presents the date as ‘4th Id., that is the 10th, of January, 1121[–22?]’, which Thompson,
26, interprets as 10 January 1122. At this date, reckoning from Christmas Day was still
normal in England, so that the year ought to be 1121. The day of the week given in the
Skewkirk copy, VI feria (Friday), is correct for 7 January 1121. Some of the
computistical data, however, is incorrect: the indiction in 1121 was XIIII (the
impossible XXIIII may be scribal error); the epact XVIII is correct for 1120, however,
and would have been ‘nulla’ in 1121. The concurrent for 1121 is correctly given as V.
The state of the moon is problematic: in 1121, Friday, 7 January, provides the nearest
fit, XV (once again a possible scribal error); Friday, 6 January 1122 would have been
XXV. The Savigny document does not give the concurrent or day of the moon, but
gives pontifical, archiepiscopal, and episcopal years.
ADDRESS: None.
WITNESS: Earl David of Huntingdon; Robert, the king’s son; Nigel d’Aubigny; William
Peverel of Nottingham; Robert de Brus; presumably Roger fitz Richard; Pain fitz John;
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Eustace fitz John ; Geoffrey fitz Pain; Robert d’Oilli; Hugh Bigod. The absence of
clerical witnesses is conspicuous, and January 1121 would make this Hugh Bigod’s
first appearance at court.
PLACE: Westminster. On Friday, 7 January 1121, the king was in council at
Westminster, when Richard de Capella was nominated bishop of Hereford and Robert
Peche bishop of Chester (Eadmer, Historia nouorum, 291; John of Worcester, iii. 148).
The writ-charter appointing Bishop Richard has fourteen episcopal witnesses (Regesta
1243). The witnesses appearing in Regesta 1242–5 include three of those named here,
Robert the king’s son, Nigel d’Aubigny, and William Peverel.
CONTEXT: The individual clauses are annotated below. This text, or something close to
it, served as the basis for the summary in the Act Book, and also for a second similar
confirmation, {25}. As far as the individual gifts are concerned, the Act Book generally
follows this text with occasional paraphrasing or shortening. For example, the 12d per
diem is said to be payable ‘de scaccario’ in the Act Book rather than ‘de firma’. The
order of clauses is largely preserved in the Act Book, but there are one or two
differences which are perhaps significant. § 3, the king’s gift of Knaresborough church,
is omitted, as it is in the second version of the confirmation, although it is reinstated in
Henry II’s charter. The ‘manor of Sookholme’, apparently of the king’s gift, occurs
between § 4 and § 5 in the Act Book, although § 42, which refers to the king’s gift of
three bovates and two parts of a bovate in Warsop and Sookholme is repeated almost
verbatim in the appropriate place. The manor of Sookholme, as opposed the specific
quantity of land there and in Warsop, is not subsequently mentioned in the general
confirmations, although that of Henry II places § 42 much nearer the beginning of the
list. The Act Book’s version of § 14 omits mention of the two bovates and a toft in
Wintersett, but preserves § 43 for the manor of Wintersett. {25} merges § 14 and § 43.
The Act Book also includes confirmation of the grant of laws and customs as possessed
by the Minster, with a text very close to that of {25} § *54: there is no mention of this
privilege in {24}. The impression given is that a process of improvement of the text of
{24} has begun, which will eventually lead to {25}. It is difficult to ascribe a date of
compilation to these fabrications. They are well-informed, and the fact that there are
several versions, with much text in common, perhaps indicates that they were
manufactured close to their apparent dates. It might alternatively be suggested that they
were produced at the beginning of the reign of Henry II to help obtain his confirmation
of the gifts. {25} was the basis of a charter in the name of Henry II (H2/1966), but that
charter is itself suspicious.
[1] The most significant token of the king’s interest in Nostell was the grant of 12d per
diem to Nostell from the farm of the shire. The wording ‘duodecim denarios in die de
firma me propria Eboraci sire’ may reflect that of the writ instructing the sheriff of this
commitment, which has not been preserved. The payment is visible in the pipe roll of
1129–30, which shows Bertram de Bulmer, sheriff, accounting for £18 5s 0d in alms to
the canons of St Oswald, which is exactly 365s. If the payment had lapsed in Stephen’s
time, it was restored by Henry II, whose writ does not mention an act of Henry I (Ctl.
Nostell, fol. 7r, whence H2/1968; Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, i. 356, no. 463),
and remained visible in the pipe rolls. The sheriff of York refused to pay the rent in
1330–31, so the canons petitioned parliament to restore it (Rotuli Parliamentorum, ii.
405b, cited by Hunter, South Yorkshire, ii. 204n). The rent was still being paid ‘by the
hand of the sheriff of York’ in 1535 (Valor, v. 62a).
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[2] The king’s writ-charter granting ‘the church of Bamburgh with all appurtenances
and liberties’, then held by Algar the priest, is datable 1116 × 1119 ({7}, Regesta
1217). In the second confirmation it is the churches of St Oswald and St Aidan of
Bamburgh which are confirmed, with no mention of the lands of Fleetham and Elford
and St Aidan. For discussion, see {7}, Regesta 1217.
[3] For the king’s gift of Knaresborough church, which is undatable, see {15}, Regesta
1432. The gift is omitted in the Act Book and {25}, but appears in the general
confirmation of Henry II (H2/1966).
[4] The second general confirmation revises the wording to ‘ecclesiam de castello de
Tykehill quam etiam habent ex dono Turstini archiepiscopi qui prius eam meo dono
possederat . . .’. The king confirmed Roger de Busli’s gift of the ‘ecclesiam de
Tykehill’ in November 1120 × spring 1122, possibly Easter 1122 ({9}, Regesta 1319);
and in 1121 × 1129, probably 1129, he confirmed the church of the ‘castello de
Tykehill’ as the gift of Archbishop Thurstan ({20}, Regesta 1626). Henry II’s general
confirmation follows {25}. For discussion, see {9}, Regesta 1319.
[5] The wood of St Oswald was given by Robert de Lacy in or before 1114, see
Headnote.
[6] The site of the church and two bovates in West Hardwick were given no later than
1114, see Headnote.
[7] The mill in Norton was given not later than April 1116 ({4}, Regesta 1272, § 3).
Foliot made further gifts, which appear in the second general confirmation (§ *49).
[8] The mill in Saxton is referred to in a confirmation by Roger le Poitevin’s son Robert
le Poitevin, given in or after 1154 (printed from the cartulary by Farrer, Early Yorkshire
Charters, iii. 240, no. 1561).
[9] Istoft has not been identified and nothing further is known of this gift.
[10] The place is omitted here and in the Act Book, but is given as Beal (Yorks WR) in
{25} and H2/1966. Nothing further is known of Ingulf de Macomio (Macomio also in
the Act Book, but Macu(n)e in {25}), or the gift.
[11] Swein’s father, Edwin priest of Darfield, witnessed the gift by Swein fitz Aelric of
the church of Silkstone to the monks of Pontefract (Holmes, Ctl. Pontefract, 462–3, no.
378). Further gifts in [Great] Houghton are listed in Henry II’s general confirmation,
and other deeds concerning the family’s holding there are printed from the Nostell
cartulary by Clay, Early Yorkshire Charters, vi. 219–28 (nos. 115–24).
[12] Oiler’s gift of a bovate in Hessle was made not later than April 1116 ({4}, Regesta
1272, § 8). Hugh de Laval subsequently gave the manor of Hessle with the service of
Oiler ({13}, Regesta 1460), which was included in the second version of the
confirmation ({25} § *48).
[13] Arnulf de Preston’s gift of a bovate in [West] Hardwick was made not later than
April 1116 ({4}, Regesta 1272, § 4).
[14] Crofton and Wintersett are very close to Nostell. Swein’s gift of the carucate in
Crofton was confirmed by the king in Autumn 1115 × April 1116 ({4}, Regesta 1272, §
2). In the same document (§ 5), two bovates in Wintersett given by Lefwin were
confirmed. Whether Lefwin’s gift can be identified with the two bovates and a toft
confirmed here is a matter of conjecture. It seems that Swein subsequently gave the
whole manor of Wintersett, which was confirmed in a separate clause (§ 43). In the Act
Book and the second general confirmation no mention is made of the two bovates and
toft, which presumably formed part of the manor and did not need to be itemised
separately.
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[15, 16] An additional gift in Crofton by Godard and his men appears in the second
version of the confirmation (§ *50). In 1086 Gerbod held of Ilbert de Lacy in Crofton
and in Wheldale and [Water] Fryston (DB, i. 316b, 317b; § 9. W56, W98), but
Warmfield was then held of the church of York by Ilbert (DB, i. 303c; § 2. W1).
Gerbod and his wife Amicia gave one carucate at Barnburgh to Nostell (Ctl. Nostell,
fol. lxviv, now fol. 58v), and he and his heirs later gave the church of Warmfield
(H2/1966; West Yorkshire Survey, 552).
[17] Henry’s confirmation of Autumn 1114 × April 1116 refers to Everard’s gift of a
chapel and a bovate at Tockwith ({4}, Regesta 1272, § 7), but here the bovate alone is
said to be Everard’s gift. The chapel appears below as the gift of William de Archis and
Geoffrey fitz Pain (§ 28).
[18] William de Archis, apparently the son of Osbern de Archis, was a tenant-in-chief
holding land in various places west of York, among them Kirk Hammerton (Farrer,
Early Yorkshire Charters, i. 415); he also held land of Nigel d’Aubigny in Essex
(Greenway, Mowbray Charters, 15, no. 11). He had succeeded his father by the time of
the Lindsey survey in 1115 (DB, i. 364b; Lincs §§ 41. 1, 2; Lindsey Survey, § 1. 18).
[19] Ralph held Featherstone of Ilbert de Lacy in 1086 (DB, i. 316b; § 9. W54; Farrer,
Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 269).
[20] No supporting evidence found.
[21] Farrer was unable to identify Cramton or Crantona, but printed a deed of Gilbert
son of Reginald confirming to Nostell two bovates in Cram<ton>a which his
grandfather Lefwin had given, and Robert his son, Gilbert’s uncle, had confirmed.
Gilbert also confirmed his uncle Robert’s gift of the mill of Notton with all suit
between Notton and Chevet (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 353, no. 1714). The
relevant page has been removed from the cartulary.
[22] Robert de Day’s gift of two bovates is described as being in Aiktona in the Act
Book. Ackton is far more likely than Hammerton, as Hugh of Toulston, a descendant of
Ascelin de Day, held in Ackton (Carpenter, Ctl. York St Leonard, Rawlinson, 000). The
gift is omitted from the second general confirmation, and does not subsequently appear.
[23] This presumably refers to the ‘culturam qui est ultra uiuarium canonicorum
proximum Folebi quam Ascelinus de Dai auus meus dedit eisdem canonicis’, confirmed
by Ascelin’s granddaughter (printed from the cartulary, Farrer, Early Yorkshire
Charters, iii. 276, no. 1611). Foulby is indeed on the hillside westwards of both church
and lake from Nostell. Ascelin de Day was a tenant of the Lacy honour, a benefactor
also of Pontefract (Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 168, 170) and of St Peter’s hospital in
York (ibid. iii. 194, 273). He witnessed a gift to Nostell also witnessed by ‘Adwaldo
prelato’ (ibid. iii. 325, no. 1672), so probably not before 1133, when Athelwold became
bishop of Carlisle.
[24] Not later than April 1116 ({4}, Regesta 1272, § 1).
[25] The place is Buckton, near Bridlington. William fitz Nigel (died by 1130), of
Halton, constable of Chester, probably held of the earl of Chester, whose tenancy of
2½ carucates in Buckton is listed in the Domesday summary but does not appear in the
main text (DB i. 382a; § SE Hu 8). William’s daughter Agnes was second wife of
Eustace fitz John. The half-carucate was given by Prior A(thelwold) of Nostell to John
son of Lescelina of Buckton, to be held by the render of 2000 herrings annually at
Stamford Bridge (Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, ii. 254, no. 916).
[26] The date when Fossard gave these churches is uncertain ({19}, Regesta 1627).
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[27] Torp was identified by Farrer as Leventhorpe, in the parish of Swillington, but
Michelmore makes a persuasive case for Thorpe Audlin, which is close to Rogerthorpe
(Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 135–6; West Yorkshire Survey, 528, 538). This is
the only mention of Hugh de Laval in this version of the general confirmation.
[28] In 1086 Osbern de Archis had twenty-three carucates in Long Marston, including
eleven carucates in Tockwith and Wilstrop, held by two of his men (DB, i. 329a–b; §
25. W11). Geoffrey fitz Pain had granted two bovates at Tockwith to the canons, which
was confirmed by the king c. 1114 × 1126 ({12}, Regesta 1308). The chapel at
Tockwith was first given to the canons by Everard, possibly Geoffrey’s uncle, before
April 1116 (§ 17 above; {4}, Regesta 1272, § 7).
[29] For Woodkirk and Morley see {6}, not in Regesta. In the second version of the
general confirmation Earl William of Warenne’s name is added to the donors of the
chapel, now described as a church, and Robert and William are said to have given
twelve rather than four bovates in Morley.
[30] Robert son of Herbert of Beeston’s gift in Morley increases from two acres to
twelve acres in the second version of the confirmation.
[31] No supporting evidence found. There is no section for Cumberworth in Ctl. Nostell
and little is known of the medieval tenancies in the vill (West Yorkshire Survey, 353).
[32] Not later than April 1116 ({4}, Regesta 1272, § 6). The rent is not mentioned in
the second version of the confirmation or subsequently.
[33] Six bovates in Stixwould were held jointly by the donor Gilbert fitz Jocelyn, and
by Gerard, of Alan of Lincoln, in 1115 (Lindsey Survey, § 13. 8). In 1086 these six
bovates had been held by Siward, the pre-Conquest tenant, of Alfred of Lincoln (DB, i.
358a; Lincs § 27. 19). The donor was Gilbert fitz Jocelyn (fitz Lambert), a tenant-in-
chief in Lincolnshire in 1115. There is no section for Stixwould in the cartulary. The
mill of Aschebi is not included in the second version of the general confirmation, but
appears in the confirmation of Henry II. Aschebi may be Ashby Puerorum or Ashby in
par. Bottesford, in both of which places Gilbert fitz Jocelyn held land in 1115 (Lindsey
Survey, §§ 1. 17, 17. 9). Henry II ordered Reginald de Crevequer to warrant the canons
their land at Stixwould and the mill of Ashby with multure, whereof they had 10s
yearly, which G(ilbert) son of G(oscelin) had given in alms (H2/1969; Farrer, Early
Yorkshire Charters, iii. 155–6, no. 1458). Crevequer was husband to Maud, daughter
and heir of Gilbert fitz Jocelyn (Sanders, English Baronies, 74). The donor should not
be confused with St Gilbert of Sempringham, who was the son of Jocelyn, a Norman
knight, and born in Sempringham (The Book of St Gilbert, ed. R. Foreville and G. Keir
(Oxford, 1987), 10–11). Jocelyn, ‘Alfred’s man’, held a manor in Sempringham and
other property of Alfred of Lincoln in 1086 (DB, i. 358d; § 27. 57).
[34] The names of the donors appear to be given more accurately in {25}, which is
closer to Henry’s confirmation, 1116 × c. 1130 ({22}, Regesta 1678). Each of the three
documents gives a different quantity of land in Middleton: a hide and a half here,
fifteen acres in {25}, and three virgates in {22}, Regesta 1678.
[35] Not later than 1129 ({20}, Regesta 1626, § 4).
[36] No supporting evidence found.
[37] Stephen count of Mortain is probably a copyist’s error, as his name occurs in the
next clause, and he is not associated with these gifts in other confirmations. Sunnulf the
priest gave a dwelling in York to Hexham priory at an uncertain date (Farrer, Early
Yorkshire Charters, i. 260, from J. Raine, Priory of Hexham, i. 59).
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[38] Not later than 1133; {11}, Regesta 1775, emerges from a dispute following the
gift.
[39, 40, *53] The mill in Shallowford (Staffs) is here described accurately as
Humfrey’s gift: in {25} it is assigned to his son Aitrop. The gifts in Shallowford,
Chebsey, Leamington and Newbold (both Warks) had been made by 1126. The gifts of
Humfrey and his mother Lucelina in Haseley and Whitnash (Warks) are not included
here but appear in {25} and subsequently. The date of the gifts is uncertain, and they
may not have been effective (0000, Regesta 1857 and note).
[41] The gift of Godric was made in 1121 × 1127 ({14}, Regesta 1461).
[42] Sookholme is not in Domesday. In Warsop there was a bovate soke of the king’s
manor of Mansfield, a bovate held by a blind man of the king, and three carucates held
by Roger de Busli (DB, i. 281b, 285a, 292c; Notts §§ 1. 24–25, 9. 40, 30. 53). In the
thirteenth century the manor of Warsop appears to have been held directly of the Crown
(CalCh, i. 176, 231; Feudal Aids, iv. 98, 108, 115), but there was another holding in the
vill belonging to the honour of Tickhill (Fees, 979, 986). In the Act Book the manor of
Sookholme appears in a new clause immediately after the church of Tickhill, as the
king’s gift. The king’s gift of three bovates and two parts of a bovate in Warsop and
Sookholme (Notts) also appears later in the list as in {24}. {25} follows {24} without
the Act Book addition. In Henry II’s general confirmation the wording is as {24} and
{25}, but the gift is moved nearer the beginning of the charter next to other gifts of the
king. No supporting evidence for the gift has been found: the relevant pages have been
removed from the cartulary. At an inquisition in 1274 following the death of Robert de
Sutton he was found to have held the manor of Warsop, with lands in Shirebrook and
Sookholme, of the king by service of half a knight’s fee: the prior of St Oswald paid
two marks yearly for Sookholme (CalIPM, ii. 43, no. 61; Throsby, Nottinghamshire, iii.
370). For utware, military service away from home owed to the Crown, which does not
otherwise occur in charters of Henry I, see Stenton, Danelaw, p. cxxxii; Stenton,
Gilbertine Charters, p. xxxiv.
[43] See § 14.

The following clauses occur in {25} but not in {24}:
[*47] Reference is made here to the new site, and Archbishop Thurstan’s role.
[6*] The half carucate ‘in which the said church is sited’ is not mentioned in {24}; see
Headnote.
[*48] The king confirmed Hugh de Laval’s gift of the church of Rowell in 1121 × 1129
({20}, Regesta 1626, above), the churches of Featherstone, Ackworth and Ledsham
(not mentioned in this clause) in 1114 × 1127, perhaps 1120 × 1122 or 1123 ({13},
Regesta 1460, above), South Kirkby, Huddersfield and Batley in 1123 or 1127 ({17},
Regesta 1494, above).
[*49] Firsby (Lincs) was held by Ilbert ‘the bishop’s man’ of the bishop of Bayeux in
1086 (DB, i. 342a; § 4. 11). Hugh de Laval was tenant-in-chief in Firsby at the time of
the Lindsey survey, but no undertenant is named (Lindsey Survey, § 2. 13). For Foliot’s
gift in Norton, see (§ 7).
[*50] See § 15.
[*51] Not later than 1130 ({21}, Regesta 1662).
[*52] Weaverthorpe church may have been given as late as 1129 ({20}, Regesta 1626,
§ 3).
[*53] See § 39 above.
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[*54] Minster liberties, apparently in the Act Book version of {24}. These liberties
were incorporated in these words from {25} into H2/1966, and are detailed in a
purported act of Henry I (York Minster, 000, Regesta 1083), whose text overlaps with
other twelfth century sources. Nostell had a copy of this charter which was transcribed
into the cartulary of its dependency at Breedon.

AUTHENTICITY: The text draws heavily on Henry’s charter for Savigny of 6 March 1112
(000, Regesta 1015). Passages directly from that act are shown in italics. Henry’s
charter for Savigny itself depends on the charter of Ralph de Fougères which it
confirms, but it is clear from the ‘pro animabus’ clause of the present charter that the
source is the king’s charter rather than Ralph’s. The text in the Skewkirk copy is at
times very garbled—‘magne regine’, twice, following on from ‘Willelmi magni regis’
is a startling error for ‘Matildis regine’, ‘Westi nonas tertio’ for ‘Westmonasterio’ even
more startling. {25} also contains text from Henry’s charter for Savigny, but rather less
than is contained in the present charter. The ‘pro anima’ clause in {25} is identical to
that in {24} and so it is tolerably certain that {25} depends on {24}. As is shown
above, the Act Book text appears to draw on a third document, very close to {24}, but
nevertheless modified from it, representing an interim stage between the two
documents. There are computistical problems in the dating clause, and for a document
of entirely clerical style the absence of any clerical witnesses is highly unusual. In
addition, several of the gifts confirmed here appear to have been made after the
apparent date.

25† Second version of the purported general confirmation

CHANCERY ENROLMENT: PRO Confirmation Roll 2 Henry VIII, pt 4, C56/36, mem. 15r,
no. 3, inspeximus dated 5 February 1511 (‘pro priore et conuentui sancti Oswaldi de
confirmatione’) [B, from purported original].
CARTULARY COPIES: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), pp. 367–8 (now fol.
150r–v) (in the continuation of the cartulary) (‘Carte regie’) [without most clauses and
omitting witnesses] [C]; Wakefield RO, MS WYL1352/C1/1/3 (s. xvi), fols. 26r–27v
[D, from inspeximus of 2 Henry VIII, occasionally preserving better readings than B].
ANTIQUARIAN TRANSCRIPTS: Bodl. MS Dodsworth 116 (Liber A), fols. 19v–22v
(copied by Roger Dodsworth, 1585–1654) [E, from D, with interpolations from Henry
II’s confirmation]; Bodl. MS Dodsworth 9, fol. 272v–275v (from ‘Liber A fos. 19, 20,
21, 22’) [F, from E].
PRINTED: Dugdale, ii. 34a–35b [from F], repr. Monasticon, vi. 92 (no. ii); Farrer, Early
Yorkshire Charters, iii. 129–36 (no. 1428) [from C and Monasticon]; Frost, ‘Nostell
priory cartulary’, 865–6 (no. 1097) [from C].
CALENDAR: Farrer 462; Regesta 1312.

In nomine patris et filii et spiritus sancti amen. In cristianis
temporibus totius mundane potestatis summa uirtus est ut
ecclesia Cristi regum et principum auctoritate ac defensione
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uires et incrementa suscipiat et gregis dei religio per orbem
terrarum augeatur et crescat. Ea sane regie dignitatis maxima
laus est cum ad posterorum memoriam de fide et religione
multa probitatis prelibantur insignia. Eapropter ego Henricus
dei gratia rex Angl(orum) et dux Normannorum pauperes
Cristi in celesti curia semper aduocatos habere desiderans
utpote cuius ipsi sunt et conciues simul et presules ad eosdem
tamquam ad sancte munitionis asilum confugio ut eorum
saltem merear opitulatione saluari qui de meis meritis nichil
dignum censeo. [*47] Ecclesiam igitur beatia Oswaldi regis et
martiris que iuxta castellum Pontis fracti in loco qui dicitur
Nostlai super uiuarium sita est et in qua canonici regulares ad
seruiendum deo uiuenti per manum uenerabilis Turstini
Eboracensis archiepiscopi constituti sunt regie potestatis
auctoritate confirmo. [5*] Donationem uero quam predicti
martiris ecclesie et eiusdem loci canonicis facio, uidelicet
totum nemus quod circa \eandem ecclesiam est et quod/ dicitur
nemus sancti Oswaldi imperpetuum eis liberam et solutam
concedo sicut unquam Ilbertus de Laceio uel Robertus filius
eius melius et honorificentius idem nemus in dominio suo
habuerunt [1] etiam duodecim denarios in die de firma mea
propria Ebor’ sire regali dono eis imperpetuum concedo. [6*]

Dimidiam uero carucatam terre in qua predicta ecclesia sita est
et eidem ecclesie adiacet et duas bouatas terre in Hardewic
quam simul terram Robertus de Laceio eis dedit et concessit et
Radulfus Gramaticus quantum ad se inde spectabat ab omni
terreno seruicio et omnibus regalibus consuetudinibus
imperpetuum regali munificentia liberam solutam et quietam
eis concedo. [2*] Preteria confirmo donum quod feci predicte
ecclesie et canonicis eiusdem loci uidelicet ecclesias sancti
Oswaldi et Aidani de Baenburch sicut Algarus prisbiter
unquam eas melius tenuit et [4*] ecclesiam de castello de
Ticheelle quam etiam habent ex dono Turstini archiepiscopi
qui prius etiam meo dono possiderat cum terris et decimis et
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omnibus rebus que ad predictas ecclesias pertinent.
Donationes etiam quas fecerunt predictis canonicis principes
et nobiles regni mei ego quoque potestate regali confirmo,
buidelicet [*48] de Hugone de Laual ecclesiam de Rowella et
ecclesiam de Lachaworda et ecclesiam de Federstan et
ecclesiam de Suthkerchebi et ecclesiam de Hudresfeld’ et
ecclesiam de Batelaia cum terris et decimis et omnibus rebus
eisdem ecclesiis pertinentibus et manerium de Hesela cum
seruicio Oilerii. [7, *49] De Willelmo Foliot duo molendina in
Nortona et in Frisebia et unam mansuram in castello Pontis
fracti. [9] De Adam de Reineriuilla unam bouatam terre in
Histoft. [8] De Rogero Pictauensi unum molendinum in
Saxtona. [14*, 43] De Sweino filio Ailrici unam carucatam terre
in Croftona et totum manerium de Winterseta in bosco et
plano sicut idem Sweinus melius tenuit et de eodem Sweino
ecclesiam de Felkericha et ecclesiam de Adeuuic et dimidium
ecclesie de Mecheburc cum terris et decimis et ceteris rebus
ipsis ecclesiis pertinentibus. [23*] De Acelino de Daeio nemus
et terram sicut iacet ex occidentali parte ecclesie et stagni
sancti Oswaldi et sicut idem Acelinus eis dedit et concessit.
[13] De Arnulfo de Prestona unam bouetam terre in Hardwic.
[12] De Oilerio unam bouetam terre in Hesela. [15] De Goderdo
de Croftona unam bouatam terre in eadem uilla et [*50] uastas
terras que sunt in occidentali parte predicte uille quas idem
Godardus et ceteri homines eiusdem uille prefatis canonicis
concesserunt. [27] De Leuena in Torp \et in Rogeri Torp/
concessione Hugonis de Laual VI carucatas terre. [10] De
Ingulfo de Macu(n)e unam bouetam terre et unum pratum et
unam piscariamc in Beccala. [19] De Rad(ulfo) de Federstan X
acras terre. [20] De Becca III acras terre. [11] De Sweino filio
Edwini presbiteri I bouetam terre in Haltona. [16] De Gerboldo
III bouatas terre in Warnefeld’. [17] De Ebrardo unam bouetam
terre in Tocwit. [18] De Willelmo de Archis II bouetas terre in
Hamartona. [26] De Roberto Fossardo ecclesiam de
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Brammaham cum XIIIIcim bouetas (sic) terre que ad ecclesiam
pertinent et ecclesiam de Warrum cum IIIIor bouetis terre et
ecclesiam de Litd’ cum decem bouetis terre et ceteris omnibus
que ad easdem ecclesias predictas pertinent quas uidelicet
ecclesias predictus Robertus Fossardus dedit prefatis canonicis
per manum Turstini archiepiscopi. [*51] De Anschetillo de
Bolemer duodecim bouetas terre in Brammaham. [24] De
Hugone de Muscampo unam carucatam terre in Bortona. [25]

De Willelmo filio Nigelli dimidiam carucatam terre in
Bortonad. [*52] De Hereberto filio Herberti et Willelmo fratre
eius Ebor(acensi) thesaurario ecclesiam de Wiuretorp cum
omnibus \eidem/ ecclesie pertinentibus concessu Turstini
archiepiscopi. [35] De Pichoto de Perc(ei)o ecclesiam de
Booltona. [28] De Willelmo de Archis et de Gaufrido filio
Pagani capellam omnium sanctorum de Tocwit et terram que
capelle adiacet. [29*] De Willelmo comite Warenne et Radulfo
de Insula et de Willelmo filio eius ecclesiam de Vudekerche
per manum Trustini (sic) archiepiscopi et de eodem Radulfo et
Willelmo filio eius duodecim bouetas terre in Morlaiia et [30*]

de Roberto filio Herberti de Bestona duodecim acras terre in
Morlaia. [31] De Radulfo de Lacella unam bouetam terre in
Combreuuorda. [36] De Sunneua unam mansuram in
Ebor(aco). [37*] De Cliberno et Sunnulfo mansuras quas
dederunt sancto Oswaldo in Ebor(aco). [33*] De Gilleberto filio
Gocelini sex bouetas terre in Stichesuuad’. [21] De Leofuuino
filio Anieti II bouetas terre in Crantona. [38] De Stephano
comite Mortonii et de Rogero de Limisi capellano eius
ecclesiam sancti Oswaldi de M\a/chrefeld’. [39*] De Aitropio
filio Humfridi Hasting unum molendinum cum terra que
eidem molendino pertinet in Seldefort et [40] ecclesiam \de
Lamyntona, ecclesiam/ de Cebesea et ecclesiam de Neuebold’,
et [*53] de Humfrido fratre eiusdem Aitropii et Lucelina matre
Humfridi ecclesiam de Heselea et ecclesiam de Withenessa
cum terris et decimis et ceteris rebus eisdem ecclesiis
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pertinentibus, testimonio Turstini archiepiscopi. [34*] De
Adeliza uxore Radulfi Casneduit et de Simone et Hugone filiis
eius ecclesiam de Chedendona et ecclesiam de Langhelega et
ecclesiam de Ceruultona cum terris et decimis et ceteris rebus
que eisdem ecclesiis pertinent et in Saldena IIe hidas terre et in
Mideltona quindecim acras terre. [41] De meo proprio dono
terram que fuit Godrici mercatoris in Noruuico et
consuetudinem que de eadem terra exit. [42*] Item in Warsop et
in Sutheholma III bouetas terre et duas partes unius bouete
terre de meo proprio dono ad uteuuare.b Et preter hec quicquid
beneficii uel elimosine in terris ecclesiis ceterisque
possessionibus prefate ecclesie rationabiliter collatum fuerit,
ego quoquef similiter gratie regalis auctoritate confirmo. Sit
igitur tota predicta elimosina quieta et libera sicut et aliqua
elimosinarum mearum quietior get liberiorg est. [*54] Denique
ego dei gratia rex Henricus do et concedo ecclesie sancti
Oswaldi regis et martiris de Nostlai eandem libertatem et
easdem leges et consuetudines quales etiam habet ipsa matrix
ecclesia beati Petri Ebor(acensis) preter ea que ad magisterium
cristianitatis et reuerentiam archiepiscopalis respiciunt
dignitatis. [44] Quam nimirum libertatem et consuetudinem
eidem ecclesie sancti Oswaldi ab omni exactione episcopalis
consuetudinis solute uenerabilis Turstinus Ebor(acensis)
archiepiscopus ratam et inuiolabilem possidendam concessit.
Nulli autem hominum meorum post hec liceat hanc
elimosinam meam et hunc locum ob incolumnitatem regni mei
et salutem anime mee et pro animabus antecessorum meorum,
uidelicet patris mei Willelmi magni regis Anglorum et matris
mee Mathillis regine \et uxoris mee Mathillis regine/ secunde
et Willelmi filii mei omniumque fidelium dei defunctorum
confirmatum et omnes possessiones eius perturbare uel
minuere, sed imperpetua et regali pace firma et illibata
permaneat. Vnde ut imposterum res firma consistat presentem
paginam proprie manus impressione consigno.h
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+ Signum Henrici regis Anglorum.
+ Signum Adelize regine Anglorum.
+ Signum Turstini Ebor(acensis) archiepiscopi.
+ Signum Ricardi Erefordens(is) episcopi.
+ Signum Willelmi Wintonien(sis) episcopi.
+ Signum Ebrardi Norwicen(sis) episcopi.
+ Signum Eustachii filii Iohannis.
+ Signum Paganis (sic) filii Iohannis.
+ Signum Milonis de Glocestr(a).
+ Signum Galfridi filii Pagani.
+ Signum Walteri Espec.

a sancti B b–b All the particulars om. C
c pasturam B ] piscariam correctly D d sic B, D e Indistinct B but clear D
f que B g–g Om. B h C ends

In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost. Amen. In Christian times the
highest virtue of all worldly power has been that Church of Christ receives strength and
increase from the authority and protection of princes and kings and the religion of
God’s flock is increased and grows through all the world. And that especially is the
greatest praise of the royal dignity when many signs of proof concerning faith and
religion are shown for the memory of posterity.. Therefore I Henry by the grace of God
king of the English and duke of the Normans, desiring to have Christ’s poor always as
my advocates in the heavenly court, who are at once my fellow citizens and prelates, to
these same I take refuge as to the shelter of a holy fortification, in order that I, who am
not worthy by my own merits, shall at the last deserve to be saved by their assistance.
[*47] For this reason, I confirm by royal authority the church of St Oswald King and
Martyr which is situated not far from Pontefract castle at a place called Nostell above
its pond and where canons regular have been established by the hand of the venerable
Archbishop Thurstan to serve the living God. [5*] The gift which I myself make to the
church of the foresaid martyr and the canons of the same place, that is the whole wood
around it which is called St Oswald’s wood, I grant to them forever free and absolved,
just as ever Ilbert de Lacy or Robert his son well and honourably had the same wood in
their demesne. [1] Also I grant twelve pence per day forever by royal gift from my own
farm of Yorkshire. [6*] The half-carucate of land on which the foresaid church is
situated and which belongs to the same church and the two bovates of land at West
Hardwick, which land Robert de Lacy gave and granted them at the same time and also
Ralph le Gramaire so far as it belonged to him, I grant to them by royal generosity
forever free and absolved and quit of all worldly service and royal customs. [2*] In
addition I confirm the gift which I made to the foresaid church and the canons of the
same place, namely the churches of St Oswald and St Aidan of Bamburgh, just as Algar
the priest ever well held them, and [4*] the church of Tickhill castle which they have
also by gift of Archbishop Thurstan who possessed it by my gift before together with all
lands and tithes and other property which belong to the foresaid churches. Also the
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gifts which the princes and nobles of my realm have made to the foresaid canons I too
confirm by royal power, namely: [*48] by Hugh de Laval the church of Rothwell and
the church of Ackworth and the church of Featherstone and the church of South Kirkby
and the church of Huddersfield and the church of Batley with lands and tithes and all
property pertaining to the churches, and the manor of Hessle with the service of Oiler.
[7, *49] By William Foliot two mills in Norton and Frisby and a dwelling in Pontefract
castle. [9] By Adam de Reineville a bovate of land in Histoft. [8] By Roger the Poitevin
a mill in Saxton. [14*, 43] By Swein fitz Aelric a carucate of land in Crofton and the
whole manor of Wintersett in wood and plain just as the same Swein well held it, and by
the same Swein the church of Felkirk and the church of Adwick [-on-Dearne] and a
moiety of the church of Mexborough with land and tithes and other things belonging to
the churches. [23*] By Ascelin de Day the wood and land just as it lies on the east side
of the church and the millpond of St Oswald and just as the same Acelin gave and
granted it to them. [13] By Arnulf de Preston a bovate of land in West Hardwick. [12]
By Oiler a bovate of land in Hessle. [15] By Godard of Crofton a bovate of land in the
same vill and [*50] waste lands which are in the west part of the said vill which the
same Godard and other men of the same vill granted to the foresaid canons. [27] By
Lefwin in Torp and in Rogerthorpe, by grant of Hugh de Laval, six carucates of land.
[10] By Ingulf de Macune a bovate of land and a meadow and a fishery in Beal. [19] By
Ralph of Featherstone, ten acres of land. [20] By Becca three acres of land. [11] By
Swein fitz Edwin the priest a bovate in Great Houghton. [16] By Gerbod three bovates
of land in Warmfield. [17] By Everard a bovate of land in Tockwith. [18] By William de
Archis two bovates in Hammerton. [26] By Robert Fossard the church of Bramham
with fourteen bovates of land which belong to the church, and the church of Wharram-
le-Street with four bovates of land, and the church of Lythe with ten bovates of land and
all other things which belong to the foresaid churches, namely those churches which
the foresaid Robert Fossard gave to the foresaid canons by the hand of Archbishop
Thurstan. [*51] By Ansketill of Bulmer twelve bovates in Bramham. [24] By Hugh de
Muschamp a carucate in Burton [Fleming]. [25] By William son of Nigel half a
carucate of land in Buckton. [*52]. By Herbert son of Herbert and William his brother
treasurer of York the church of Weaverthorpe with everthing belonging by grant of
Archbishop Thurstan. [35] By Picot de Percy the church of Bolton Percy [28] By
William de Archis and by Geoffrey son of Pain the chapel of All Saints in Tockwith and
the land which the chapel lies near. [29*] By William earl Warenne and Ralph de L’Isle
and William his son the church of Woodkirk by the hand of Archbishop Thurstan and by
the same Ralph and William his son twelve bovates in Morley. [30*] By Robert son of
Herbert of Beeston twelve acres in Morley. [31] By Ralph de Lacelles one bovate in
Cumberworth. [36] By Sunneva a dwelling site in York. [37*] By Clibern and Sunnulf
the dwellings which they gave to St Oswald in York. [33*] By Gilbert son of Jocelyn six
bovates in Stixwould. [21] By Lefwin son of Aniet two bovates in Crantona. [38] By
Stephen count of Mortain and by Roger de Limesey his chaplain the church of St
Oswald of Makerfield. [39*] By Aitrop son of Humfrey Hastang a mill with land which
belongs to the same mill in Shallowford and [40] the church of Leamington [Hastings]
and the church of Chebsey and the church of Newbold [Pacey], and [*53] by Humfrey
brother of the same Aitrop and Lucelina mother of Humfrey the church of Haseley and
the church of Whitnash with lands and tithes and other property belonging to the same
churches, by witness of Archbishop Thurstan. [34*] By Adeliza wife of Ralph de
Chesneduit and by Simon and Hugh his sons the church of Cheddington and the church
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of King’s Langley and the church of Charwelton with lands and tithes and other
property which belongs to the same churches, and in Salden two hides of land and in
Middleton Cheney fifteen acres of land. [41] By my own gift the land which was of
Godric the merchant in Norwich and the custom which issues from that land. [42*]
Item in Warsop and Sookholme three bovates and two parts of one bovate of my own
gift ad utware. And in addition to these things, whatever benefit or alms may be lawfully
conferred on the foresaid church, whether lands or churches or other property, I too
confirm by the authority of royal grace. All this foresaid alms therefore shall be quit
and free just as any of my other alms is quit and free. [*54] Finally I Henry by the
grace of God king give and grant to the church of St Oswald King and Martyr of
Nostell the same liberty and the same laws and customs as has also the mother church
itself of St Peter of York, apart from those that depend on the governance of pastoral
care and the reverence for archipepiscopal rank. Which liberty and custom the
venerable Archbishop Thurstan of York has granted to the same church, to possess
secure and inviolable, absolved of all demand of episcopal custom. No one of my men
shall be allowed hereafter to trouble or diminish this my alms and this church, founded
for the safety of my realm and the salvation of my soul and for the souls of my
predecessors, my father King William the elder, king of the English, and my mother
Queen Matilda and my wife Queen Matilda the second and my son William and all
God’s faithful departed, and all its possessions; but it shall remain forever firm and
untouched in perpetual and royal peace. Wherefore in order that this matter shall stand
firm hereafter, now I seal this page with the impression of my hand.
+ Sign of Henry king of the English.
+ Sign of Adeliza queen of the English.
+ Sign of Thurstan archbishop of York.
+ Sign of Richard bishop of Hereford.
+ Sign of William bishop of Winchester.
+ Sign of Everard bishop of Norwich.
+ Sign of Eustace fitz John.
+ Sign of Pain fitz John.
+ Sign of Miles of Gloucester.
+ Sign of Geoffrey fitz Pain.
+ Sign of Walter Espec.

DATE: The witness list implies a date after March 1121 when Everard became bishop of
Norwich and before 15 August 1127, when Bishop Richard of Hereford died.
ADDRESS: In diploma form, presumably drafted by a canon of Nostell.
WITNESS: Besides the king, queen, and Archbishop Thurstan; Richard de Capella,
bishop of Hereford 1121–1127; William Giffard, bishop of Winchester 1100–1129;
Everard, bishop of Norwich 1121–1145; Eustace and Pain fitz John; Miles of
Gloucester; Geoffrey fitz Pain, royal chaplain; Walter Espec.
PLACE: No place-date.
CONTEXT: The charter depends partly on {24}: text which originates in {24}, excepting
the detailed clauses, is italicized. This is the only act of Henry I that Nostell presented
for inspection and that only at a very late date. At the same time the deed of Robert II
de Lacy, presumably taken for the deed of foundation, was inspected along with two
acts of Henry II (the general confirmation closely related to Henry I’s and a general
writ of exemption from tolls); the other charters presented were later, from the reigns of
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Edward I, Richard II, and Henry VI. For the individual clauses, see the Context note to
{24}. Trailing asterisks indicate a change in the clause: leading asterisks indicate a new
clause.
AUTHENTICITY: See the Authenticity note to {24}.

SOLOMON THE CLERK – Filed under Nostell

00 Writ addressed to officials in Staffordshire and
Warwickshire granting exemption from gelds, pleas,
and other customs to Solomon, clerk, who holds
churches of the prior and canons in those shires. 1121 ×
1133

CARTULARY COPY: BL MS Cotton Vespasian E. XIX (s. xiii2), fol. vir (later p. 11, now
fol. 7r) (‘Carta domini Henrici regis’) [B].
PRINTED: Farrer, Early Yorkshire Charters, iii. 142 (no. 1438) [from B]; Frost, ‘Nostell
priory cartulary’, 258–9 (no. 25) [from B].
CALENDAR: Regesta 1857.

Henr(icus) rex Angl(orum) uicecomit(ibus) et ministris suis de
Stanfordscir’ et de Warwicasir(a) salutem. Precipio quod
Salomon clericus filius Vnfr(idi) Hastengi et ecclesie sancti
Oswaldi quas Salomon de priore et canonicis sancti Oswaldi
tenet sint ita bene et in pace et quiete de geldis et placitis et
omnibus consuetudinibus sicut unquam melius et quietius
fuerunt. T(este) archiepiscopo Ebor(acensi). Apud
Westm(onasterium).

Henry king of the English to the sheriff(s) and officials of Staffordshire and
Warwickshire greeting. I command that Solomon the clerk, son of Humfrey Hasteng,
and the churches of St Oswald that Solomon holds of the prior and canons of St Oswald
shall be as well and in peace and quit of gelds and pleas and all customs as ever they
well and quietly were. Witness the archbishop of York. At Westminster.

DATE: Almost certainly after Aitrop Hastang’s grant of three churches to Nostell in
1114 × 1117 or, more probably, 1121 × 1126 (see Context); before the king left
England for the last time, July 1133.
ADDRESS: Sheriffs and officials in the two shires concerned. It is known that the two
shires had different sheriffs in the 1120s, but after 1130 the situation in both shires is
obscure
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WITNESS: Thurstan, archbishop of York.
PLACE: Westminster.
CONTEXT: Solomon’s exemption is renewed by King Stephen’s writ to the same effect
(Ste/623). The deed by which Aitrop Hastang granted the churches of Chebsey (Staffs),
Leamington [Hastings] (Warks) and Newbold [Pacey] (Warks), and confirmed the gift
of the mill of Shallowford (near Chebsey) with the land and toft nearby made by his
father Humfrey Hastang, is addressed to Robert, bishop of Coventry, and witnessed by
Archbishop Thurstan, the grantor’s brother Solomon, and others named, so can be dated
to 1114 × 1117 or 1121 × 1126, the later period being more likely (Ctl. Nostell, fol.
cxliiir, now fol. 114r; John Burton’s copy of the original is in Bodl. MS Top. Yorks e.
7, fol. 35r). Nostell’s interest in all these places is apparent in the thirteenth century, but
the grant by Humfrey, brother of Aitrop, and his mother Lucelina or Lescelina of the
churches of Haseley and Whitnash (both Warks), mentioned in Regesta 1312, 000 §
*53 for Nostell, does not seem to have been effective. This gift was said to be by
testimonium of the archbishop, presumably implying that he was witness to Humfrey
and Lucelina’s deed, as he was to that of Aitrop. Lescelina, with her new husband
Ralph de Mare, granted the church of Whitnash to Kenilworth priory, the grant being
confirmed by Aitrop Hastang (VCH Warks, vi. 257, citing BL MS Harley 3650 (Ctl.
Kenilworth), fols. 21, 30). Lescelina’s gift of Whitnash church is mentioned in
Henry II’s general confirmation to Kenilworth (H2/1408; Monasticon, vi. 223), but not
that of Henry I (000, Regesta 1428). No trace of a Nostell interest in Haseley church
can be discerned in 1291, when a pension of 4s from it was in the hands of St
Sepulchre’s priory in Warwick, which held the advowson at the first recorded
presentation in 1298 (Taxatio, 218; J. W. Willis Bund, Episcopal Registers, diocese of
Worcester. Register of Bishop Godfrey Giffard, 2 vols (Worcestershire Historical
Society, 1902), 498). Aitrop’s father Humfrey Hastang can be identified as the
Domesday tenant Humfrey, who held of Hascoit Musard in Haseley, Whitnash, and
Newbold (DB, i, 244b; Warks § 39. 2–4), and of Henry de Ferrers in Chebsey (DB, i.
248c; Staffs § 10. 9). Musard’s tenant in Leamington, his only other property in
Warwickshire, is not named (DB, i, 244a; Warks § 39. 1), so the place may have been
acquired by Humfrey or Aitrop only after 1086. Leamington, Haseley and Chebsey
each had a priest in 1086, but no churches are recorded. Aitrop fitz Aitrop Hastang
confirmed to Nostell the churches of Leamington, Chebsey and Newbold and the mill
of Shallowford (Ctl. Nostell, fol. 114r). In 1221 the prior defended his possession of the
advowson of Newbold against Robert Hastang by producing the deed of Aitrop,
‘grandfather of Robert’s father’, giving the church to Nostell, and the confirmation of
Aitrop, son of that Aitrop, grandfather to Robert. Robert disputed the latter deed,
claiming that it had been made after his grandfather’s seal had been stolen from a chest
in the church of Leamington (Rolls of the justices in Eyre, being the rolls of pleas and
assizes for Gloucestershire, Warwickshire and Staffordshire, 1221, 1222, ed. D. M.
Stenton, Selden Society 59 (1940), 263–4). An undated deed given by Robert Hastang
son of Humfrey Hastang details the terms of an agreement between the parties (Ctl.
Nostell, fol. 114r), and early in 1222 Robert Hastang entered a corresponding fine
confirming the prior’s right to the advowson of Newbold as of the gift of Aitrop
Hastang, his grandfather, whose heir he was, and granted the prior the advowson of
Leamington, and a mill in Shallowford, in exchange for the prior’s quitclaim in
Chebsey church, except for his accustomed pension (E. Stokes, F. C. Wellstood, and F.
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T. S. Houghton, Warwickshire Feet of Fines, Dugdale Society 11 (1932) i. 60; Ctl.
Nostell, fol. 9r–v).


